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UN slams Russia’s ‘intimidation’  
of Ukraine war opponents

Rights groups want council to appoint special rapporteur to examine situation
GENEVA, Switzerland: The United 
Nations on Monday condemned Moscow’s 
“intimidation” of people in Russia opposed 
to its war in Ukraine, warning it was under-
mining fundamental freedoms. Speaking 
before the UN Human Rights Council, 
deputy UN rights chief Nada Al-Nashif 
decried the “intimidation, restrictive meas-
ures and sanctions against people (in Russia) 
voicing opposition to the war in Ukraine”. 

These actions, she warned, “undermine 
the exercise of constitutionally guaranteed 
fundamental freedoms, including the rights 
to free assembly, expression and associa-
tion”. Nashif, who is serving as acting High 
Commissioner for Human Rights until new 
chief Volker Turk replaces Michelle Bachelet, 
was speaking at the opening of the rights 
council’s 51st session, which runs until 
October 7. 

Nashif listed concerns about rights in a 
range of countries. But she took unusually 
harsh aim at Moscow. She decried “pressure 
against journalists, blocking of internet 
resources and other forms of censorship”, 
saying such actions were “incompatible with 
media pluralism and violate the right to 
access information”. 

“We urge the Russian Federation to 

reconsider measures taken to expand the 
‘foreign agent’ label to include individuals 
considered to be ‘under foreign influence’”, 
she said. She also called on the Kremlin to 
refrain from criminalising “undeclared con-
tacts with representatives of states, foreign 
or international organisations deemed to be 
directed against the ‘security’ of the Russian 
Federation”. 

 
‘Censorship’  

Moscow left the rights council in April 
after it was suspended from the body over 
its invasion of Ukraine. But it remains an 
observer and could still speak up when 
countries debate Nashif ’s remarks on 
Tuesday. 

Earlier this year, the council ordered a 
high-level probe into violations by Russian 
troops in Ukraine. The investigators are due 
to report back on September 23. There has 
been growing pressure for the council to 
also turn its gaze on rights abuses inside 
Russia itself. 

Rights groups want the council to 
appoint a special rapporteur to examine the 
situation, but so far no countries have 
agreed to take a lead on such a resolution. 
Western countries are wary of what the 

impact would be if a vote on the issue failed 
to garner enough support within the 47-
member council. 

“Everyone agrees there is a need... but 
what we haven’t agreed on is timing,” one 
Western diplomat said. “The impact of a 
defeated resolution would be felt for a long 
time,” a European diplomat agreed. 

The UN rights body also seems paral-
ysed by uncertainty on how to respond to 
allegations of serious violations in China.  

 
China in focus  

China is facing intense scrutiny since out-
going rights commissioner Bachelet released 
a long-delayed report last week on China’s 
Xinjiang province. The report said China may 
have committed crimes against humanity. 

It added UN weight to allegations by 
campaigners of a litany of abuses in 
Xinjiang, where they say more than one mil-
lion Uyghurs and other Muslims have been 
detained. Beijing vehemently rejects the 
charges. 

Western countries and their allies appear 
to agree action in the UN rights council is 
warranted. Rights groups are urging them to 
condemn the alleged violations or even 
order an investigation. 

But fears abound that a failed attempt at 
action would signal a shifting power balance 
and weaken the council. China has mean-
while been energetically lobbying countries 
behind the scenes to “pre-emptively” count-
er any moves, observers say. 

“We are ready to conduct business in a 
constructive way but if anybody launches 
joint actions against us, we have to be fully 
prepared,” the Chinese ambassador to the 
UN in Geneva, Chen Xu, told reporters last 
week.  —AFP

GENEVA: United Nations Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Nada Al-Nashif delivers 
a speech next to Human Rights Council (HCR) President Federico Villegas during the opening 
day of the 51st session of the UN Human Rights Council at the UN offices in Geneva. —AFP

Brussels bombing  
accused denounces  
‘unfair’ trial 

 
BRUSSELS, Belgium: French jihadist Salah 
Abdeslam, already jailed for his role in the 2015 
Paris attacks, refused to take the stand Monday 
on the first day of the trial for the 2016 suicide 
bombings in Brussels. 

He was one of the nine alleged members of the 
Islamic State (IS) group cell that launched both 
the March 2016 suicide bombings in Belgium and 
the November 2015 attacks in Paris facing ter-
rorism charges in the Belgian capital. 

“The way in which you are treating us is 
unfair,” the 32-year-old told the presiding judge, 
leaving the dock a few minutes after the start of 
the first hearing in a trial due to last at least eight 
months. 

The Belgian attacks, in which three suicide 
bombers hit Brussels airport and a crowded 
underground metro station, killed 32 people and 
shattered the lives of hundreds of wounded or 
traumatised survivors. 

A tenth suspect, presumed killed while fighting 
in Syria, will be tried in absentia. “Here we are 
like dogs,” shouted Tunisian Sofien Ayari, an 
accomplice in Abdeslam’s escape, banging his fist 
on the wall of the box-like dock constructed in 
the purpose-built court. 

 
‘Like dogs’  

While he had initially expressed the wish to 
attend the hearing, Abdeslam, in a blue and white 
striped polo shirt, changed his mind when he saw 
that Mohamed Abrini, Ayari and other co-defen-
dants were being escorted out. 

Abdeslam’s complaint focused on the condi-
tions in which he and the other defendants 
appeared in court, in glass-enclosed cubicles 

that keep them away from their lawyers and limit 
communication between them. 

The trial is the largest ever staged in front of a 
Belgian jury, with 960 civil plaintiffs represented 
and the sprawling former headquarters of the 
NATO military alliance converted into a high-
security court complex. 

After Monday’s preliminary hearing, the court 
will sit again on October 10 to choose 12 jurors 
and 24 potential substitutes. Evidential hearings 
will begin on October 13 and last at least until 
June next year. Many of the victims of the 
attacks are planning to attend the trial through-
out, seeking understanding and closure following 
the carnage. 

“My life was completely destroyed. I lost my 
friends, gave up my hobby as a pilot,” said 
Philippe Vandenberghe, an airport manager who 
rushed to assist wounded passengers and now 
suffers from post-traumatic stress disorder. 

The investigation quickly revealed, with the 
help of a computer found in a rubbish bin, that 
the perpetrators of the Brussels attacks were 
linked to those responsible for the attacks that 
left 130 dead in Paris. —AFP

BRUSSELS: Court-sketch made on September 12, 2022, 
shows defendant Salah Abdeslam during the opening of the 
preliminary hearing in trial of suspects in the March 2016 
jihadist attacks, in Brussels, on September 12, 2022. —AFP

Germany ‘regrets’  
Iran failure to  
agree to nuke deal 

 
BERLIN, Germany: German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz said Monday that Iran has failed to agree 
to proposals from European countries on reviv-
ing a deal on restricting its nuclear programme, 
warning this would put any accord out of reach 
“in the near future”. 

His comments came as Zionist Prime Minister 
Yair Lapid visited Germany in his latest diplo-
matic effort to persuade Western powers to ditch 
the agreement with the Jewish state’s arch neme-
sis Tehran. Zionist entity has long opposed a 
revival of the 2015 accord, which has been mori-
bund since then US president Donald Trump uni-
laterally withdrew in 2018 and reimposed biting 
sanctions on Tehran. 

Momentum that built towards a restored 
agreement last month has slowed, with the three 
European nations party to the agreement-
Germany, France and Britain-expressing doubts 
about Iran’s sincerity over the weekend. 

Speaking alongside Zionist leader in Berlin, 
Scholz said he regretted that Iran “has not yet 
given a positive response to proposals” from the 
Europeans. “There is now actually no reason for 
Iran not to agree to these proposals. But we have 
to note that this is not the case, and will not hap-
pen certainly in the near future.” 

Lapid said it was “time to move past the failed 
negotiations with Iran. “They cannot and will not 
achieve the goal we all share to stop Iran from 
getting a nuclear weapon.” The 2015 agreement, 
known formally as the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA), gave Iran sanctions relief in 
return for restricting its nuclear programme. 

Negotiations underway in Vienna since April 
2021 have sought to restore the agreement, by 

lifting the sanctions on Tehran and pushing Iran 
to fully honour its prior nuclear commitments. 

In a joint statement at the weekend, Germany, 
France and Britain charged that Tehran “has 
chosen not to seize this critical diplomatic 
opportunity”. “Instead, Iran continues to esca-
late its nuclear programme way beyond any 
plausible civilian justification”, it added. Iran’s 
foreign ministry criticised those comments as 
“unconstructive.” 

Further complicating efforts to revive the deal, 
the UN nuclear watchdog said in a report last 
week that it “cannot assure” the peaceful nature 
of Tehran’s nuclear programme. Iran reaffirmed 
Monday its “readiness” to cooperate with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 

Before flying to Berlin, Lapid told his cabinet 
that “Zionist entity is conducting a successful 
diplomatic campaign to stop the nuclear agree-
ment and prevent the lifting of sanctions on Iran. 
“It is not over yet,” he added. “There is still a 
long way to go, but there are encouraging 
signs.”  —AFP

BERLIN: Gerrman Chancellor Olaf Scholz (R) speaks during a 
joint press conference with Zionist Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
after talks in the garden of the Chancellery in Berlin, 
Germany, on September 12, 2022. —AFP
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The charter requires candidates to pledge that if 

they are elected, they will support Islamic bills sub-
mitted by lawmakers and that they will reject any 
attempt to re-introduce the mixing of the sexes at 
Kuwait University and other higher education 

establishments. 
Under the charter, signed by dozens so far, the 

potential lawmakers pledge to reject any mixed 
musical concerts and festivals and mixed activities 
at health clubs, swimming pools and hotels. The 
charter also calls to activate a law that requires 
decent dress at higher education establishments. 

Many liberal and nationalist candidates refused to 
sign the charter, saying it contradicts the constitution 
and imposes restrictions on personal freedoms of 
individuals, a violation of articles in the constitution. 
Some liberal writers, publications and candidates 
described the charter as “intellectual terror”.

Ex-MP Marzouq 
Khalifa to run...
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statement. “Nothing can justify the persistence of 

this fundamental abuse of human rights.” It is a 
long-term problem, the report cautioned, with esti-
mates indicating entrapment in forced labor can last 
years while forced marriage is often “a life sen-
tence”. 

Women and children are by far the most vulner-
able. Children account for one out of five people in 
forced labor, with more than half of them stuck in 
commercial sexual exploitation, the report said. 
Migrant workers are more than three times likely 
to be in forced labor than non-migrant adult work-
ers, it showed. “This report underscores the 
urgency of ensuring that all migration is safe, 

orderly, and regular,” Antonio Vitorino, head of the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM), 
said in the statement. 

Modern slavery is present in basically every 
country, with more than half of cases of forced labor 
and a quarter of forced marriages in upper-middle 
income or high-income countries. “It would be a 
mistake to believe that forced labor is solely the 
problem of poor countries,” Ryder told AFP. The 
report found that the number of people - mainly 
women and girls - stuck 

 in forced marriages had risen by a full 6.6 million 
since the last global estimates in 2016. 

The number of people in forced labor swelled by 
2.7 million over the same period. The increase was 
driven entirely by more forced labor in the private 
economy, including forced commercial sexual 
exploitation. But the report also said that 14 percent 
of those in forced labor were doing jobs imposed by 
state authorities, voicing concern about abuse of 
compulsory prison labor in many countries, includ-
ing the United States. — AFP 

UN reveals 50m 
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Scotland and topped with a wreath including 

heather from Balmoral, and the ancient Crown of 
Scotland. 

The public will also be able to pay their respects 
to the monarch known as “Queen of Scots” until the 
coffin is flown to London on Tuesday ahead of the 
state funeral at Westminster Abbey on Sept 19. Prince 
Andrew was not wearing his military uniform, unlike 
his siblings, after stepping back from public life fol-
lowing a scandal over his links to US sex offender 
Jeffrey Epstein. 

But his presence represented a show of unity, as did 
the joint appearance at the weekend by Charles’ war-
ring sons William and Harry, as they surveyed flowers 
and cards left outside Windsor Castle. Harry, the 
youngest, who renounced royal duties in 2020 and 
moved to the United States, had earlier paid tribute to 
his grandmother, calling her his “guiding compass”. 
“You are already sorely missed,” the 37-year-old said 
in his first statement since her death on Thursday, 
adding that he and his American wife Meghan “now 

honor my father in his new role”. 
The huge numbers who have turned out for the 

queen in Edinburgh are a taster of the crowds expect-
ed in London when the late monarch lies in state for 
four days at Westminster Hall from Wednesday. 
Around 750,000 people are expected, while the first 
person arrived for the queue on Monday - more than 
48 hours before the line opens. “I just felt I had to do 
something. I just wanted to come today,” said Steve 
Crofts, 47, waiting for the royals outside St Giles’. 

Many people were up early to queue for wristbands 
that will allow them to file past the closed coffin, guard-
ed by the king’s bodyguard in Scotland, the Royal 
Company of Archers. Sue Stevens, 79, recalled being at 
school when King George VI died in 1952, resulting in 
his daughter, Elizabeth, becoming queen aged just 25. 
“It’s the end of an era,” Stevens said. “But having lis-
tened to him (Charles) over the last few days, I think he’s 
well prepared for the task.” 

Britain has been plunged into mourning by the 
death of its longest-serving monarch, who has been a 
fixture of the nation’s life and consciousness. While the 
government said organizations need not cancel events, 
everything from strikes to football matches have been 
postponed in honor of the only monarch most British 
people have ever known. Flowers, cards and candles 
have been left at royal residences across the country, 
where crowds have massed to pay tribute to the late 
queen and hail their new king. — AFP 
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Then they tried placing bricks on the bin lids, but the 

cockatoos learned to remove them. Finally, they drilled a 
lock into the bin. “They’re evolving. Yeah, like if you go 
back like five-ten years ago, they didn’t know how to 
open bins so they’re figuring stuff out,” said the cafe’s 
chef, 42-year-old Matt Hoddo. 

Nearby, 40-year-old resident Skie Jones said he had 
resorted to an elastic cord to hold down the lid of his 
household bin after the birds worked out how to remove 
a brick and then a larger rock. “I have got a feeling I am 
going to be going for an actual lock,” he said. “That’s 
only a matter of time.” Frequent sightings reveal that a 
single cockatoo can open a bin by holding the lid aloft 

with its beak while standing near the front edge. 
Then, with the bin lid still in its beak, it shuffles back-

ward toward the hinge, forcing the lid ever higher until it 
flips open. The scientists found in an earlier study that 
knowledge of this technique spread as other birds 
looked on, creating local “traditions”. Their new 
research shows that humans, frustrated at having their 
garbage spread across the street, learned to adapt. But 
then so did the cockatoos. 

“When we first started looking at this behavior, we 
were already amazed because actually the cockatoos 
learned how to open the bins,” said the study’s lead 
author Barbara Klump, a behavioral scientist at the Max 
Plank Institute in Germany. As humans responded, 
though, “I was really astonished by how many different 
methods people have invented,” she said. As the cocka-
toos learned to defeat some of the humans’ protections, 
the two species appeared to be engaged in a “stepwise 
progression and reiteration”, said the postdoctoral 
research fellow.  — AFP 

Cockatoos in 
‘arms race’...


