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People and their dogs take part in the “Perritos en Fuga 2.5K” dog race in Mexico City. —AFP photos

In this undated picture from 1954 Queen Elizabeth II, pos-
es with her two children Charles (right) and Ann and a 
corgi in Balmoral. —AFP photos

In this file photo taken on January 31, 1959 Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth II is pictured at her office with her Corgis 
dog Susan. 

In this file photo taken on February 26, 1970 Queen Elizabeth II poses with her Corgis dog. 

Queen Elizabeth II’s corgi dogs were the most loy-
al of all the monarch’s servants, providing 
domestic companionship during nearly a century 
in the public glare. The queen and corgis went 

together in the British imagination like tea and cake, giv-
ing a worldwide exposure to the obscure breed, whose 
future is now under threat. The little, mainly sandy-col-
ored dogs with pointy ears were a busy presence in the 
queen’s court, following her from room to room in 
Buckingham Palace and featuring in official photos. 

They were even given a starring role in the spoof 
James Bond clip filmed with the queen for the opening 
ceremony of the 2012 London Olympics. The queen 
stopped raising corgis in her 90s so as not to leave them 
orphaned after her death, and the 2018 demise of 
Willow, the last corgi she reared herself, served as a 
reminder of the monarch’s own mortality. Nevertheless, 
the queen still kept two “dorgis”-dachshund and corgi 
crosses-to keep her company in her final years. 

One, Vulcan, died in 2020. But in March 2021, it was 
reported that the queen had acquired two new corgi 
puppies, as the royal family battled a series of crises, 

including her husband Prince Philip’s illness. The dogs 
were reportedly living with the queen at Windsor Castle, 
west of London, where she moved to self-isolate from 
the coronavirus pandemic. Royal biographer Penny 
Junor told The Sun newspaper the dogs are “intensely 
loving and they have never let her down”. “Of course, 
corgis also seldom rush off to LA to give interviews,” 
she added, referring to grandson Prince Harry and his 
wife Meghan’s televised chat with Oprah Winfrey when 
they accused the royals of racism and a lack of support. 

 
Dogs’ dinners  

The queen was so fond of her corgis that she person-
ally supervised their daily meal, according to “Pets by 
Royal Appointment”, by author Brian Hoey, a book on 
British royal pets since the 16th century. The dogs’ din-
ners of fillet steak and chicken breast were prepared by a 
footman and served at 5:00 pm sharp every day, with the 
queen playing servant, pouring the gravy on the feast. 
Hoey suggested the monarch preferred the company of 
animals to that of humans. 

The royals “are suspicious of practically everyone out-

side their own family, so the only creatures they really trust 
are not of the human variety”, he said. Not everyone in the 
household was a fan, however. Prince Philip reputedly 
loathed the waddling, short-legged animals because they 
yapped too much, according to Hoey. The queen raised 
dozens of Pembroke Welsh Corgis during her lifetime and 
some have been a source of heartache. One of her favorites, 
Pharos, had to be put down after being savaged by Florence, 
the English bull terrier owned by the queen’s daughter Princess 
Anne in 2003. The queen also used her corgis to great effect 
when British war surgeon David Nott suffered a terrifying 
flashback during a private lunch at Buckingham Palace. 

Unable to speak about the horrors he had witnessed 
during the Syrian conflict, the monarch summoned 
courtiers to fetch the dogs and suggested he fed them bis-
cuits under the table. “For 20 minutes during this lunch, the 
queen and I fed the dogs. She did it because she knew I 
was so seriously traumatized. You know the humanity of 
what she was doing was unbelievable,” he told BBC radio 
in 2016. “Stroking the animals, touching dogs, feeding 
them... She talked about her dogs and how many she had. 
She was wonderful and I will never forget it.” —AFP

Dogs Save The Queen: The monarch and her corgis

A key question around Britain’s royal succes-
sion was resolved on Sunday when it 
emerged scandal-hit Prince Andrew and his 

ex-wife will look after Queen Elizabeth II’s corgi 
dogs after her death. The prince and his former 
spouse Sarah Ferguson will take on Muick and 
Sandy following the queen’s death at Balmoral on 
Thursday aged 96, Andrew’s spokesman said. 
Andrew-the queen’s third son and often reported to 
be her favorite-and Ferguson had given Muick and 
Sandy to the queen as a gift. The pets were a com-
fort to the queen while she was at Windsor Castle 
during the coronavirus pandemic, her dresser 
Angela Kelly said. 

The fate of the two corgis-the latest in a long line 
of more than 30 of the sandy, short-legged dogs 
throughout Elizabeth’s reign-had been a mystery. 
Muick joined the royal family at the start of 2021 
along with a so-called “dorgi”, a cross between a 
corgi and a dachshund, called Fergus. Fergus died 
after just five months and was later replaced with 
Sandy, a new corgi puppy from Andrew and his 
daughters, Princesses Beatrice and Eugenie, for the 
queen’s official 95th birthday. 

The corgi gifts came in the same year that Prince 
Andrew stepped back from his public duties due to 
the scandal over his relationship with convicted US 
paedophile Jeffrey Epstein. In February, Andrew set-
tled a sexual abuse lawsuit in the United States with 
an Epstein victim, having previously been stripped 

of his honorary military titles. He and Ferguson mar-
ried in a highly publicized wedding in 1986 and 
divorced ten years later, but have remained on good 
terms and share a home near Windsor Castle. —AFP 

Prince Andrew to take 
on queen’s beloved corgisPrince Andrew will not wear a military uni-

form, unlike other senior British royals, at 
Queen Elizabeth II’s funeral, underlining his 

continuing estrangement from the family. Andrew 
was stripped of his “His Royal Highness” and hon-
orary military titles at the start of the year amid 
ongoing fallout from a sex assault scandal. 

The 62-year-old re-appeared in public this 
weekend having been effectively banished from 
royal life over allegations he had sex with a victim 
of American child sex trafficker Jeffrey Epstein. He 
was photographed being driven to the queen’s 
Balmoral estate on Thursday, the day of her death, 
and appeared alongside other grieving senior roy-
als on Saturday and Sunday in Scotland. While fel-
low family members will wear uniform for five sep-
arate commemorative events for the queen, includ-
ing her state funeral next Monday, Andrew will only 
don military colors for a final vigil in Westminster 
Hall, Britain’s domestic Press Association news 
agency said. 

Andrew was honorary colonel of the Grenadier 
Guards, whose soldiers are part of the Household 
Division that guard Buckingham Palace in their dis-
tinctive bearskin hats and red tunics. Often called 
the queen’s “favorite son”, he was accused of sexu-
ally assaulting a 17-year-old girl in 2001 who 
claimed she was delivered to him by Epstein. 

Andrew, who denied the allegations, settled a 
US civil lawsuit over the allegations in February for 
an undisclosed sum. King Charles III is expected to 
make his younger brother’s royal exile permanent, 
experts say. It is unclear if Prince Harry-who is also 
a non-working royal after he moved to the United 

States in early 2020 — will wear military dress to 
royal events this week and next. Harry is a former 
captain in the British Army who served in 
Afghanistan. He was the last senior royal to see 
frontline service in a conflict zone since Andrew, 
who flew Royal Navy helicopters in the 1982 
Falklands War with Argentina. —AFP

Prince Andrew won’t wear military uniform at queen’s funeral

Britain’s Princess Anne, Princess Royal (third left), Vice 
Admiral Timothy Laurence (fourth left), Britain’s Prince 
Andrew, Duke of York (center), Britain’s Lady Louise 
Windsor (third right), Britain’s Sophie, Countess of 
Wessex and Britain’s Princess Eugenie of York greet 
members of the public gathered outside of Balmoral 
Castle in Ballater. —AFP

S porting tiny traditional outfits 
and donning pint-sized back-
packs, about 300 canines of 

different sizes competed on Sunday 
in a Mexico City dog race. The 
“Perritos en fuga” race, which means 
“doggies on the run,” saw pet owners 
and their four-legged friends brave 
the early morning cold in celebration 
of the city’s canine community. After 
taking their marks on the starting 

line, the dogs took off in all direc-
tions-with some picking fights with 
their rivals-accompanied by a sound-
track of traditional Mexican music. 
“Canine culture is very lacking and 
this is helping to encourage it,” 
Ricardo Cabrera, 29, who took part 
with his dog in the race, told AFP. 

“This is very good because 
sometimes there are no public 
activities to do with your pets oth-

er than going to the park.” There 
was no winner in the 2.5 km (1.5 
mile) race, but all participants 
received gifts, including doggie 
food bowls. The event “makes the 
dog part of the family,” 45-year-old 
veterinarian Monica Aguilar told 
AFP. “This is very important 
because it prevents so much aban-
donment-you are not going to 
abandon your family.” —AFP

In this file picture released in London on February 4, 2022, 
and taken last month, shows Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II 
stroking Candy, her corgi dog, as she looks at a display of 
memorabilia from her Golden and Platinum Jubilees, in the 
Oak Room at Windsor Castle, west of London.

‘Part of the family’: Mexico City’s dog race celebrates canine community

A file television screen grab image taken on July 29, 2012, 
shows a footage featured during the Opening Ceremony of 
the London 2012 Olympic Games starring British actor 
Daniel Craig (left) playing James Bond escorting Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth II (second left), followed by a corgi, 
through the corridors of Buckingham Palace.


