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Harrison Ford speaking on stage. Fans take pictures with a Disney+ video board as they cosplay in costumes during the Walt Disney D23 Expo in Anaheim, 
California. —AFP photos

An attendee takes pictures of exhibits during the Walt Disney D23 Expo. Fans wait in line to visit the D23 Expo Marketplace to buy merchandise during 
the Walt Disney D23 Expo. 

Fans take pictures as they cosplay in costumes as mothers from Disney films 
during the Walt Disney D23 Expo. 

Attendees view a model of a reimagined Mickey’s Toontown during the Walt 
Disney D23 Expo. 

An attendee takes pictures with an Hulk fist during the Walt Disney D23 Expo. A fan in costume poses for pictures during the Walt Disney D23 Expo.

Javier Marias, who died Sunday in his beloved 
Madrid aged 70 after suffering from pneumonia, 
was one of the great names in contemporary 

Spanish literature. Born on September 20, 1951 in 
the Spanish capital, he and his brothers grew up 
among piles of books-his father Julian was a famous 
philosopher and his mother was a literature teacher. 
“I was privileged as a child,” he told the ABC daily 
newspaper in 2013, pointing to parents who were 
“cultivated, very reasonable... with what we call 
principles, which is a little unfashionable these days 
but shouldn’t be”. 

He also discovered foreign horizons very early on 
when his family briefly went to the United States-his 
father was escaping repression over his criticism of 
Francisco Franco during Spain’s dictatorship. Marias 
started writing in his teens and went on to publish novels 
and short stories revolving around love and passion, 
imbued with black humor. They have earned the admira-
tion of Nobel laureates J. M. Coetzee and Orhan Pamuk. 

 
King of Redonda  

In 1971, when he was just 19, he published his first 
novel “Los dominios del lobo”, “The Domains of the 

Wolf”. But Marias really rose to fame with “A Heart 
so White”, published in 1992. “He had financial diffi-
culties at the time,” recalled Rafael del Moral, a 
translator and linguist who knew Marias. “But 
Carmen Balcells (the agent of famous authors such 
as Gabriel Garcia Marquez) had the book translated 
into German, and it rose to the number one spot in 
sales in Germany.” He soared to dizzying heights 
after that, and his works have been published in 
more than 40 languages. A member since 2008 of 
the Spanish Royal Academy, the official authority on 
the language, he was also fluent in French and 
English and worked as a translator. Apart from 
awards, his writing also earned him a kingdom. 

This was thanks to his novel “All Souls”, in which 
he mentions British poet John Gawsworth, king of 
Redonda, a small rocky island that belongs to 
Antigua and Barbuda. Gawsworth inherited the title 
from British writer M. P. Shiel, who himself reported-
ly got it from his father, who claimed ownership of 
an uninhabited island that has now become some-
thing of a fictional literary kingdom passed from one 
writer to another. Marias was handed the title after 
he wrote the book, although there were other con-

tenders to the throne. 
“It is only a title. The island was recovered by 

Antigua, it belongs to Antigua, and I am not going to 
have dynastic disputes about anything that is more 
fictional than real,” he told The Paris Review literary 
magazine in 2006. Still, Marias took on the mantle of 
king-with a dash of tongue-in-cheek-naming 
Spanish filmmaker Pedro Almodovar “Duke of 
Tremula,” for instance, or US director Francis Ford 
Coppola “Duke of Megalopolis.” 

 
‘Shameless’  

Back in his home country, Marias was no stranger 
to controversy. In 2012, he refused to collect a high-
profile literary prize for his novel “The Infatuations” 
handed out by the culture ministry, then run under a 
conservative government. He was not a fan of official 
prizes and said it would have been “shameless” to 
accept an award that was never given to his father 
or Juan Benet, a Spanish novelist he greatly admired. 
As a columnist-he used to write for the weekly mag-
azine of Spain’s leading El Pais daily-he steered 
clear of political correctness and did not hesitate to 
rail against politicians of all stripes. 

Marias once described Spain’s then prime minis-
ter Mariano Rajoy as an “airhead”. Pablo Iglesias, 
head at the time of far-left party Podemos, was, 
according to him, “an autocratic and megalomaniac 
figure,” while the Socialist party had been “stupidi-
fied.” But above all, Marias spoke out against Spain’s 
almost four decades of dictatorship under Franco, 
which ended with his death in 1975. “You have to 
have lived through the dictatorship to appreciate 
what we have now,” told El Mundo daily a few years 
ago. “Taking into account all of the ‘buts’ there can 
be, it’s a very good period.” —AFP

Javier Marias, Spain’s king of fiction
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An emotional Harrison Ford unveiled a new trailer for 
the highly anticipated fifth “Indiana Jones” film on the 
second day of Disney’s biennial D23 Expo, choking 

up as he described the movie as “fantastic.” Thousands of 
fans from around the world flocked to the entertainment 
giant’s biggest party held in Anaheim, California, to see their 
favorite characters brought to life and watch the first images 
of long-awaited movies and series. 

The second day of the expo began with a preview of 
what Disney, Lucasfilm, Marvel and 20th Century Studios 
have in store for the coming months. Eighty-year-old Ford 
received a standing ovation from some 6,000 attendees as 
he presented a teaser for the new “Indiana Jones” film, which 
also stars Phoebe Waller-Bridge. “I’m very proud to say that 
this one is fantastic,” said Ford, choking back tears. “And this 
is one of the reasons,” he added, pointing at Waller-Bridge. 
“Keeping up with this guy is exhausting,” replied the British 
actress. 

 
‘Very exciting’  

Lucasfilm unveiled a teaser trailer for its popular space 
western series “The Mandalorian,” with actors Pedro Pascal, 
Giancarlo Esposito and Katee Sackhoff received warmly by 
the audience. Another highlight was a trailer for the upcom-
ing “Star Wars” series “Andor,” a “Rogue One” spinoff based 
on adventures of rebel spy character Cassian Andor, played 

by Diego Luna. Mexico’s Luna, also an executive producer 
on the project, addressed the audience in Spanish, to 
applause. Other teasers featured Jude Law in “Skeleton 
Crew,” Christian Slater in “Willow” and Jon Favreau in 
“Ahsoka.” 

There were also previews of “Ant-Man and the Wasp: 
Quantumania,” premiering in 2023, with an all-star cast that 
includes Paul Rudd, Michelle Pfeiffer, Michael Douglas and 
Bill Murray, as well as of the Halloween special “Werewolf by 
Night,” starring Gael Garcia Bernal. Marvel Studios pulled 
the curtain back on the second season of the series “Loki,” 

starring Tom Hiddleston, who flew in from Britain, where the 
episodes are being filmed, to attend the expo. 

Fans also got a snapshot of “The Marvels,” starring Brie 
Larson, as well as a teaser for “Thunderbolts,” featuring Julia 
Louis-Dreyfus and Florence Pugh. Finally, with the help of 
3D glasses, attendees got to immerse themselves in the 
world of “Avatar: The Way of Water,” the long-awaited 
sequel to James Cameron’s “Avatar.” “I wasn’t expecting 
this,” said Peter Farrow, who traveled to Anaheim from San 
Francisco. “I got here at five in the morning today and even 
with high expectations I didn’t expect this, it’s very exciting.” 

‘We all accept each other’  
The festivities began Friday at the vast Anaheim 

Convention Center. Celebrating its centennial, Disney said 
it will include “100 Years of Wonder” in its logo and intro-
duced fans to Disney100: The Exhibition, which tells the 
story of the company founded in October 1923 by Walt 
Disney and his brother Roy Disney. A prominent part of 
the exhibition: the Mickey Mouse One, an aircraft that 
belonged to Walt Disney himself. Thousands of fans of 
“the happiest place on Earth” lined up early to get a taste 
of all on offer. 

Princesses and Peter Pan, witches, storm troopers and an 
array of fantastical creatures filled the halls as the Expo-nor-
mally held every two years but canceled last year due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic-returned. “Feels like I’ve got to get emo-
tional, because I’ve been so looking forward to come back,” 
said actor Allen Waiserman, who arrived on opening day dis-
guised as Cinderella’s wicked stepmother. 

Waiserman said he had worked for months on his out-
fit, and the transformation on Friday took five hours. “It’s 
not just about the Disney brand anymore. It’s about all the 
fans that we’ve met, who become like family for us-who 
accept you for whoever you are,” he said. “All of my 
friends here accept me for being dressed in drag,” he 
added. “We’re just so happy to be back together.” D23 
runs through Sunday. —AFP

Standing ovation as Harrison Ford  presents  
new ‘Indiana Jones’ at Disney expo

Fans cosplay in Peter Pan costumes during the Walt Disney 
D23 Expo.

A statue of Mickey Mouse welcomes attendees to the Walt 
Disney D23 Expo.


