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     News in brief

Jabeur to play on home soil  
 
TUNIS: Tunisian tennis heroine and US Open finalist 
Ons Jabeur is to play in a WTA 250 tournament on 
home soil for the first time in October, the North 
African country’s tennis association said Monday. The 
news came after Jabeur on Saturday for a second time 
missed becoming the first Arab or African woman to 
win a Grand Slam title, defeated by Polish world num-
ber one Iga Swiatek in straight sets. Tunisian Tennis 
Federation (FTT) chief Salma Mouelhi told AFP that 
world number two Jabeur would take part in the 
Jasmin Open in the coastal city of Monastir on 
October 3-9. Jabeur, 28, has become a national heroine 
in recent years but this will be her first WTA tourna-
ment back on home soil. She also became the first Arab 
woman to reach the final of Wimbledon in July, but has 
yet to win a Grand Slam. 
 
 

Dodgers clinch playoff berth 
 
LOS ANGELES: The Los Angeles Dodgers became 
the first Major League Baseball team to clinch a 2022 
playoff berth on Sunday with a convincing 11-2 victory 
over the Padres in San Diego. The Dodgers have 
booked a post-season berth for the tenth straight sea-
son, and with a 96-43 record, they look headed toward 
home field advantage no matter who they play. Justin 
Turner hit two home runs and drove in four runs to lift 
Los Angeles, who are closing in on a ninth National 
League West division crown. Turner’s second blast was 
a grand slam in the seventh inning. “I don’t think you 
ever take it for granted,” Turner said. “I feel fortunate 
to be a part of an organization that cares about win-
ning and puts winning first.” The Dodgers’ magic num-
ber for securing the division is two - meaning any 
combination of two Dodgers wins or Padres defeats 
will seal it. Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said the 
10-year post-season streak - third all-time in major 
league history - is worth noting. 
 
 

Kabylie and V Club beaten 
 
JOHANNESBURG: Former CAF Champions League 
title-holders JS Kabylie of Algeria and V Club of the 
Democratic Republic suffered preliminary round first 
leg losses on Sunday. A Yaya Sane goal on 63 minutes 
for Casa Sports of Senegal condemned two-time 
champions Kabylie to a 1-0 defeat in Thies near Dakar. 
Formerly called JET, Kabylie hail from the eastern city 
of Tizi Ouzou and were crowned champions in 1981 
and again nine years later. The ‘Canaries’ also won the 
CAF Cup three times and the African Cup Winners 
Cup once. Both competitions were discontinued after 
the 2003 finals and replaced by the CAF 
Confederation Cup. Kinshasa outfit V Club, the 1973 
champions, have struggled in recent years to make an 
impact in Africa and fell 1-0 to Gaborone United in the 
Botswana capital. Thero Setsile netted on 36 minutes 
to deliver a rare victory in the premier African club 
competition for the southern Africa nation. The other 
former champions in action on Sunday, ASEC Mimosas 
from the Ivory Coast, won 2-1 away to African debu-
tants Coton Sport of Benin in Cotonou.  
 
 

Saqlain defends T20 style  
 
DUBAI: Pakistan coach Saqlain Mushtaq defended his 
team’s Twenty20 playing style after losing Sunday’s 
Asia Cup final, saying they were on the right track for 
next month’s T20 World Cup. Babar Azam’s side failed 
to chase 171 to beat Sri Lanka,  their 23-run defeat 
bucking the trend of teams winning while batting sec-
ond in Dubai. Mohammad Rizwan made 55 in 49 balls 
for Pakistan and finished as the tournament’s leading 
scorer with 281 runs in six innings. But Saqlain was not 
worried about Rizwan’s sluggish strike rate of 117.57 
runs per hundred balls in the high-octane format. By 
comparison, Virat Kohli scored 276 runs for India at a 
more rapid 147.59 across his five innings. “Everyone 
has their own style of playing cricket,” Saqlain said. 
“We made the semi-finals of the T20 World Cup (last 
year) and now the final of the Asia Cup, so evidence 
suggests we are doing something right. —From AFP

Shanaka dedicates Asia Cup  
victory to crisis-hit Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka defeat Pakistan by 23 runs
DUBAI: Skipper Dasun Shanaka on Sunday called 
the Asia Cup triumph a “real turnaround” for Sri 
Lankan cricket ahead of the T20 World Cup and 
dedicated the win to the crisis-hit nation. Sri Lanka 
defeated Pakistan by 23 runs in the f inal with 
Bhanuka Rajapaksa hitting an unbeaten 71 and 
Wanindu Hasaranga starring with bat and ball in 
Dubai. The win was nothing short of a fairytale end-
ing for a team which started the tournament, a pre-
cursor to the World Cup starting next month in 
Austra l ia , with an embarrassing loss against 
Afghanistan. 

But Shanaka’s men bounced back with five suc-
cessive wins, taking down tournament favourites 
India in a Super Four contest and then twice getting 
past Pakistan with ease. “The players have been 
playing good cricket for two, three years but the 
winning factor was not there,” Shanaka said after 
Sri Lanka’s sixth Asia Cup title. 

“This will be a real good turnaround in our crick-
et. This lot (of players) will continue for another 
five, six years, so that will be a very good sign for 
us.” The island nation has suffered months of eco-
nomic crisis and political unrest with blackouts, fuel 
shortages and protests becoming part of their lives. 
The Sr i  Lankan fans present  at  the Dubai 
International Stadium celebrated the win with 
drums and songs as the team took a victory lap of 
the ground with the trophy. 

“They were waiting for it for so long, especially 

the final,” Shanaka told reporters. “We should dedi-
cate this win to the whole nation.” The Asian cham-
pions though will have to go through the qualifying 
stage for a chance of meeting the heavyweights in 
the main draw of the T20 World Cup which starts 
October 22. But Shanaka believes the qualifiers will 
help them acclimatize to Australia and the momen-
tum is already with them. 

“We played the qualifiers last year as well. We 
have the same set-up for the last three, four years 
and last two years have been good for us,” said 
Shanaka. “The momentum is there and winning the 
Asia Cup really helps going ahead to the World 
Cup. Qualifiers will really help because we will play 
in the conditions before the main tournament hap-
pens, so i t  wi l l  be good for  us .”  Coach Chris 
Silverwood, appointed in April to lead Sri Lanka 
having overseen England’s Ashes humiliation in 
Australia, has been credited for the team’s new-
found confidence. 

The Englishman was seen having a chat with 
Rajapaksa and Hasaranga, who made 36 and then 
took 3-27 with his leg-spin, during a key 58-run 
stand between the two batsmen that lifted Sri Lanka 
from a precarious 58-5 to 170-6. “He has always 
been a good motivator for us and always wants us 
to play aggressive cricket,” said Rajapaksa. “We 
have been given the freedom to play as we wish. 
And that really helps us as a team and as a young 
unit to come and win games like this.” —AFP

DUBAI: Sri Lanka’s players celebrate with the trophy at the end of the Asia Cup Twenty20 international cricket final match 
between Pakistan and Sri Lanka at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium on September 11, 2022.  —AFP

Ewing wins LPGA  
Queen City title  
with birdie run 

 
WASHINGTON: Ally Ewing made five consecutive 
birdies on the back nine on Sunday and held off 
China’s Lin Xiyu to win the Queen City 
Championship for her third career LPGA title. The 
29-year-old American fired a bogey-free final-round 
six-under par 66 to finish on 22-under 266 at a rain-
softened Kenwood Country Club in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Lin birdied four of the last seven holes in shooting 65 
and kept the pressure on Ewing to the final hole 
before losing by a stroke. Ewing birdied the 12th 
through 16th holes to seize a two-stroke edge then 
matched pars with Lin at 17. Short of the green at 18, 
Ewing missed her first green in regulation of the day 
while Lin gave herself a birdie 15-foot putt. 

Ewing rolled a putt within three feet of the hole, 
but Lin answered by curling in her third birdie putt of 
the week at 18, only for Ewing to tap in for par and 
the victory, a smile and fist pump followed by tears of 
joy. “I struggled with nerves all day because I just 
haven’t been able to put this all together for a full 
tournament this year,” Ewing said. “So to see it and 
see all the results finally come into place, it’s really 
exciting.” World number 52 Ewing, who had not pre-

viously managed a top-10 finish all season, cracked 
$3 million in career earnings. 

Ewing won for the third season in a row after tak-
ing the 2020 Drive On Championship at Lake 
Oconee and 2021 LPGA Match Play. “The key for me 
has been just knowing it’s in there,” Ewing said. “In 
Canada (two weeks ago), I was really close to putting 
some stuff together but it was a little finicky. “This 
week I saw putts go in and once I saw them go in I 
had that confidence.” Mexico’s Maria Fassi was third 
on 272 after a closing 71 with South Korean Lee6 
Jeong-eun fourth on 274. 

 
Among Lin’s best rounds  

Lin missed out on her first title in her 189th tour 
event as she tries to become the second Chinese 
player to win an LPGA title after Feng Shanshan. “It 
was another really good day,” Lin said. “I did what-
ever I could do. I put one of the best rounds I’ve 
played this year out here. “Come out second, which 
is a little sad, but Ally also played so well so con-
grats to her.” Lin seized the lead with birdies on 
three of the first seven holes but Ewing birdied the 
ninth to match Lin for the lead at 17-under as they 
made the turn in the last group. “That calmed me 
down,” Ewing said of holing her first birdie putt.  

Fassi, who stumbled with two bogeys on the front 
nine, began the back nine with three consecutive 
birdies to pull two shy of the co-leaders. Lin and 
Ewing both birdied the par-4 13th to stay deadlocked 
at the top, but Ewing rolled in her third birdie in a row 

at the par-3 14th to reclaim the solo lead. Ewing then 
sank her fourth birdie putt in a row to reach 21-under 
and boost her lead to two strokes with three holes 
remaining. Lin curled in a tricky birdie putt at the 16th 
but Ewing answered with her fifth consecutive birdie, 
setting the stage for the closing drama. —AFP

England seal  
season with  
SA series win 

 
LONDON: England hammered South Africa (SA) 
by nine wickets in the third and deciding Test at 
the Oval on Monday, completing a remarkable 2-1 
series win in just over two days of action. The 
home side, who resumed on 97-0, needed just 5.3 
more overs to reach a victory target of 130, with 
Zak Crawley hitting the winning runs to finish 69 
not out. England have now won six of their seven 
Tests under their dynamic new leadership pairing 
of captain Ben Stokes and coach Brendon 
McCullum. 

It is a dramatic turnround in fortunes for the 
side that had managed just one victory in their 
previous 17 matches. “It has been very pleasing to 
be able to captain this side,” Stokes told the BBC. 
“The lads’ mindset and attitude towards the whole 

summer has been fantastic. “The fact that different 
people have put their hand up and done some-
thing at different times in the Test matches has 
been great.” 

McCullum, who became England red-ball coach 
in May just two weeks after Stokes replaced Joe 
Root as skipper, praised his players for buying into 
the new attacking approach. “The way the guys 
have brought into the style that the captain has 
asked for, a style that is authentic to him, and the 
way he leads,” he said. “And while the results have 
been fantastic, the mentality shift has been quite 
amazing. It has been something quite special to be a 
part of to be honest.” 

Defeat means South Africa have suffered their 
first Test series loss since Dean Elgar took over as 
captain last year. The skipper said the tourists were 
disappointed with the outcome after winning the 
first match of the series by an innings. “The way we 
started at Lord’s made us think that momentum 
would be on our side but it turned quickly at 
Manchester and it was tough to get the momentum 
back on our side again,” he said. “We are quietly 
disappointed at the end of the day.” 

Quickfire win  
England resumed just 33 runs shy of their target 

after the umpires had halted play on Sunday because 
of bad light, to the disappointment of a capacity 
crowd. Alex Lees was 32 not out and Crawley 
unbeaten on 57 - his first fifty in 17 Test innings-
when play started Monday under sunny skies but in 
front of a handful of spectators, who had been let in 
for free. Lees, having added just two to his overnight 
score, was dropped off the third ball of the day when 
he edged Kagiso Rabada, only for diving wicket-
keeper Kyle Verreynne to floor the chance. 

The batsman’s luck ran out, however, when he 
was judged lbw on review to Rabada for 39, with 
South Africa at least spared the embarrassment of a 
10-wicket defeat. Crawley hit the winning runs 
when he punched left-arm quick Marco Jansen 
through the covers for four-the 12th boundary of his 
innings, with Ollie Pope 11 not out. It meant for the 
third time this series, a match was won inside three 
days’ playing time. Thursday’s play was washed out 
completely before Friday’s scheduled second day 
was abandoned as a mark of respect following the 
death of Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II. —AFP 

CINCINNATI: Ally Ewing of the United States poses with the 
trophy after winning the Kroger Queen City Championship 
presented by P&G at Kenwood Country Club on September 
11, 2022 in Cincinnati, Ohio. —AFP

Fiji dazzle to beat  
NZ in World Cup  
Sevens final 

 
CAPE TOWN: Olympic champions Fiji 
turned on a dazzling display to win the 
Rugby World Cup Sevens after emphatic 
victories against Australia and New 
Zealand at the Cape Town Stadium on 
Sunday. Fiji overwhelmed Australia 38-14 
in the semi-finals before romping to a 29-
12 win over New Zealand in the final. It 
was Fiji’s third world title, but their first 
since 2005, while New Zealand had won 
the previous two editions in 2013 and 
2018. Fiji scored five tries against the All 
Blacks, whose defence had only been 
breached twice in their first three matches. 

Fiji made a sensational start, scoring 
two tries in the first two minutes through 
Joseva Talacola and Kaminieli Rasaku. 

 Moses Leo hit back for New Zealand 
but Elia Canakaivata and Filipe 
Sauturaga crossed the All Blacks line 
again to give Fiji a 24-5 half-time lead. 
Two yellow cards early in the second 
half threatened to undermine Fiji, but 
New Zealand’s Akuila Rokolisoa was 
also sent to the sin bin soon after he nar-

rowed the deficit with a try. 
Pilipo Bukayaro sealed victory for the 

Fijians in the last minute. “This is huge for 
Fiji,” coach Ben Gollings told SuperSport 
TV. “The boys have been fantastic. We 
can score tries but we also have to stop 
them and it was a huge defensive per-
formance.” Strong-running Maddison 
Levi scored a hat-trick of tries as 
Australia denied New Zealand a third 
successive women’s title. Australia won 
24-22 after both teams scored four tries. 

 
Costly conversion miss  

Faith Nathan scored Australia’s fourth 
try while Kelly Brazier, Stacey Fluhler, 
Shiray Kaka and Alena Saili crossed for 
New Zealand. New Zealand trailed by 14 
points with two minutes to play but hit 
back with two tries, the last by Saili 
almost two minutes after the final hooter. 
Tenika Willison narrowly missed a con-
version attempt which would have taken 
the match to extra time. 

In the men’s semi-finals, Fiji scored 
six tries against Australia, with their han-
dling and switches of direction enabling 
them to outclass the Australians. New 
Zealand had a more difficult semi-final, 
beating tenacious Ireland 17-10 with 
Ngarohi McGarvey-Black scoring their 
three tries. Ireland went on to claim the 

bronze medal, beating Australia 19-14. 
Argentina took fifth place with a 10-7 
win against France while hosts South 
Africa ended a disappointing campaign 
with a 35-5 rout of Samoa in the sev-
enth-place contest. 

England, eliminated by Ireland in their 
opening match on Friday, won the 
Challenge final for teams which failed to 

reach the quarter-finals, by defeating 
Uruguay 28-5. In three matches after 
being knocked out of contention for the 
main trophy they scored 99 points and 
conceded only five. France took the 
women’s bronze medal with a 29-7 win 
against the United States after being 
beaten 38-7 by New Zealand in the 
semi-finals. —AFP

CAPE TOWN: Fiji’s Kamineili Rasaku lifts Jerry Tuwai during their 7s rugby match 
against New Zealand in the finals of the Rugby World Cup Sevens tournament on 
September 11, 2022.  —AFP


