
NEW YORK: Newly-crowned champions Carlos
Alcaraz and Iga Swiatek led a changing of the
guard at the US Open as the transition from the
“Big Three” era and Serena Williams gathered pace.
The exiled Novak Djokovic, prevented from com-
peting in New York due to US government vaccina-
tion mandates for visitors from overseas, may yet
return to add to his collection of 21 Grand Slam
titles next year.

But the continued absence from men’s tennis of
the 41-year-old Roger Federer and the fourth round
exit of 22-time Grand Slam champion Rafael Nadal
provide further proof that the trio’s era of domina-
tion is drawing to a close. The women’s game is
already confronting the departure of an icon, with
the 40-year-old Serena Williams heading into retire-
ment following an emotional farewell in New York.

Williams’ exit in the third round, and Nadal’s
last-16 defeat, meant that for the first time since
2003 at a Grand Slam event, the quarter-finals of
the women’s and men’s draws did not feature at
least one of Williams, Nadal, Djokovic or Federer.

“It definitely shows that there’s a changing of the
guard going on, and obviously some of it has to do
with age - for Roger Federer,” Swedish great Mats
Wilander told the Eurosport television network.

“Some of it has to do with Rafa not playing
enough matches to be ready, and of course, a lot of
it has to do with the fact Novak Djokovic wasn’t
allowed to come because he’s not vaccinated. “But
at the same time, the depth in the men’s game is
unbelievable.” Adding weight to that view is the fact
that the men’s draw saw four new faces in the semi-
finals, with debutants Frances Tiafoe and Karen
Khachanov joining eventual finalists Alcaraz and
Casper Ruud.

‘We are the present’ 
The 19-year-old Alcaraz is not quite ready to call

time on Nadal, Djokovic and Federer just yet, but
acknowledges that a generational shift is well and
truly under way. “As long as Rafa, Djokovic, Federer
are there, they will be the best and the rivalry they
have between them will always come first,” said the

Spaniard after his five-hour 15-minute quarter-final
epic with Jannik Sinner.

“But Jannik and I have shown that we are the
present and we also have long careers ahead of
us,” added Alcaraz, whose title made him the
youngest world number one in history. Alcaraz’s
coach Juan Carlos Ferrero cautioned against
expecting Alcaraz to emulate the Grand Slam
achievements of the Big Three. “I think it’s going to
be very, very difficult to achieve what they have
done in tennis,” Ferrero said. 

“We’re talking about 22 Grand Slams. He has
only one. “But who knows? I think he has all the
tennis and potential to be one of the best.” Rising
American star Tiafoe believes the depth in the men’s
game would prevent one or two players from domi-
nating the post Big-Three landscape. “It’s cool to
see a new era,” Tiafoe said. “I don’t think it will be a
big three. It will be like a big 12. There’s a bunch of
guys playing great tennis.”

In women’s tennis, meanwhile, newly-minted US
Open champion Swiatek looks more than capable of

filling the vacancy created by the retirements of
both Williams and Ashleigh Barty, the former world
number one who stunned the sport by retiring in
March at just 25. The 21-year-old Pole’s straight sets
victory over Ons Jabeur in Saturday’s final was her
third career Grand Slam, and her first on a surface
other than the red clay of Roland Garros, where she
won in 2020 and 2022. Swiatek’s season has includ-
ed seven tournament victories, as well as a remark-
able 37-match winning streak.

Swiatek, most comfortable on clay, said her vic-
tory in New York on hard court could turn out to
be a psychological watershed for her career, saying
the “sky is the limit.” “At the beginning of the sea-
son I realized that maybe I can have some good
results on WTA events,” she said. “I also made it to
semi-final of the Australian Open. “But I wasn’t sure
if I was on the level yet to win actually a Grand
Slam, especially at the US Open where the surface
is so fast. “It’s something that I wasn’t expecting for
sure. It’s also like a confirmation for me that the sky
is the limit.” — AFP 
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Football Premier 
League roundup
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The final match of the
third round of Zain Football Premier
League lived up to expectations as it
was enthusiastic and exciting in most
of the match. Kuwait controlled the
events, as forwards Taha Yassin
Khenissi and Shairkam Kareem coor-
dinated attacks with support from the
midfield particularly from Arshad Al-
Alawi, Ahmad Al-Dhafiri and Mahdi
Burahma - creating several opportu-
nities to score.

Al-Arabi meanwhile, opted for
defense and left matters to Al-Sanousi

Al-Hadi and Mohammad Soula. As the
second half began, Taha Al-Khansi
was able to score in the 47th minute
for Kuwait. He then scored the second
goal in the 54th minute from the
penalty spot. Al-Arabi was able to
score its first goal in the 68th minute
when Mahdi Burahma from Kuwait
was sent off following a foul. The goal
was scored by Al-Hadi Al-Sanousi.
The match then saw attacks at both
ends until Ali Faridoon headed an
equalizer for Arabi in the 88th minute.

Kuwait did not give up on their
attempts to score a winner and they
got what they wanted when Amro
Abdelfattah was fouled in the 18-yard
box. Al-Khenissi scored the winner in
the 98th minute from the spot. Kuwait,
with Al-Khenissi’s hat trick now has 6
points while Al-Arabi has 2 only.

‘We’ve been warned’: 
Bayern wary ahead of 
Lewandowski reunion
BERLIN: Bayern Munich will welcome Robert
Lewandowski’s Barcelona to the Allianz Arena on
Tuesday, hoping to jolt themselves out of a poor run
of Bundesliga form. Despite Wednesday’s impres-
sive 2-0 win at Inter Milan, Bayern have drawn
three games in a row and sit in the unfamiliar posi-
tion of third place after six matches.

While Bayern have not struggled to find the back
of the net this season with 31 goals in nine games,
they have missed Lewandowski’s penetration at
crucial moments in recent weeks. Lewandowski has
had a dominant start to life in Spain, scoring six
times in five La Liga matches for Barcelona to sit in
his usual spot atop the goalscoring charts. With four
wins and a draw, Barcelona are unbeaten in the
league and sit second behind Real Madrid.

In the Champions League, Lewandowski opened
his account with a hat-trick in Barcelona’s 5-1 home
win against Viktoria Plzen. Speaking directly after
their 2-2 home draw with Stuttgart on Saturday,
Bayern sporting director Hasan Salihamidzic said
his team knew better than most the kind of damage
Lewandowski could inflict. “We have been warned,”
Salihamidzic said about his former striker’s form for
his new club.

‘He uses every opportunity’ 
Bayern have a strong recent Champions League

record against Barcelona, with two 3-0 wins last
season along with an 8-2 quarter-final thumping on
the way to winning the 2020 title.

The six-time European champions are however
fully aware that this Barcelona side is stronger than
some of the recent incarnations.

“Worried? I don’t know (about that),”
Salihamidzic said on Saturday when asked if his side
were fearful ahead of Barca’s visit. “We have to shift
up two gears, even three against Barcelona.
“Barcelona have top players, play good football
(and) ‘Lewa’ is up front, he uses every opportunity.”
Manager Julian Nagelsmann said his side’s
Bundesliga form will not change the preparation for
Tuesday’s game. “I approach the week the way I
would have done it if we had won,” Nagelsmann
said on Saturday.

“We’re trying to come up with a good idea for
Barcelona, which will be difficult. “I would have
done the same thing if we had won 4-0 today.”
After his side’s 2-0 win over Inter, Nagelsmann said
his side were “looking forward” to taking on the
man who scored 344 goals in 375 Bayern appear-
ances. “I am looking forward to it (the reunion with
Lewandowski). Not so much as an opponent
because he’s very dangerous, but as a person I will
be pleased to see him.”

Nagelsmann said he hoped fans would welcome
Lewandowski back warmly, despite the acrimonious
nature of his departure. “I hope the fans will honor
that too, regardless of how things were with his
departure.” Bayern forward Thomas Mueller, who
said he was “mad at ourselves for the first time this
season” after the draw with Stuttgart, said he was
happy for the focus to shift away from his side’s
domestic problems. “We’re really looking forward to
the duel - not just because of Robert,” Mueller said.
“It’s a meeting at the summit in the group.” —AFP 

Kuwait to host 
6 International 
tournaments 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Six International Tennis
Tournaments will be held at Sheikh
Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
International Tennis Complex for jun-
iors and men. The tournaments will

s tart  on September  19th  unt i l
November 6th. Top-ranked world
tennis players will compete for points.
Secretary General of Kuwait Tennis
Federation (KTF) Faleh Al-Otaibi said
the Federation is ready for the organ-
ization of the tournaments under the
supervis ion of  the Internat ional
Tennis Federation, adding that there
will be four international juniors tour-
naments for four weeks, followed by
two international tournaments for
men for two weeks.

“We received requests from 70
players of both genders representing

28 countries. KTF selected the best 8
players from Kuwait to participate in
the championships. The main goal
behind organizing these international
tournaments is to give Kuwait players
the opportunity to gain the maximum
possible benefit - being in touch with
internat ional  p layers  and to  gain
internat ional  ranking points ,”  Al-
Otaib i  sa id , adding that  i t  i s  an
opportuni ty  for  fans  to  be at  the
matches in support of Kuwait players.
KTF Secretary General thanked the
Public Authority for Sport for its con-
tinued support.

Faleh Al-Otaibi, 
Secretary General of KTF

Power takes IndyCar 
crown as Palou wins 
at Laguna Seca
SAN FRANCISCO: Australia’s Will Power won his
second career  IndyCar drivers championship on
Sunday with a third-place finish while Spain’s Alex
Palou captured the season-ending Monterey Grand
Prix. Palou pulled away in the final 20 laps to defeat
US runner-up Josef Newgarden by more than 30
seconds after 95 laps over the 2.238-mile Laguna
Seca Raceway in Northern California. 

“It’s good to finish the season with a win,” Palou
said. “We had some power and good fuel mileage. It
was an awesome day. Everything clicked.” Power, who
needed only a podium finish to clinch his first season
points crown since 2014, took third to win the champi-
onship chase over Newgarden by 560-544 points
with New Zealand’s Scott Dixon third, 39 points adrift.

“It has been way too long,” Power said. “What a
team effort it was all year. You don’t get years like this
very often so I’m going to soak this in.” Power, 41,
won his only race of the season at Detroit but man-
aged eight other podium finishes. “It was just playing
the long game all year. It wasn’t about going for the
big wins,” Power said. Power became IndyCar’s all-
time pole leader on Saturday with his 68th, breaking
the mark he shared with legend Mario Andretti.

Power fulfilled a prediction his wife, Liz, made
before the season that he would win the season crown
and break Andretti’s record. “She actually gave me
confidence that I could do it, that’s how much confi-
dence I have in her gut feel,” Power said. “She said
those words and I just couldn’t believe it came true.”

Power battled handling and tire grip issues much
of the race and knew the title was at stake when
Newgarden, who started last in a field of 25, made a
late charge. “I just knew I had to absolutely get the
most out of those stints and not lose any more posi-
tions,” Power said. “It was on the edge, very loose.
What a relief.” Newgarden, the 2017 and 2019 sea-
son champion, settled for a third consecutive runner-
up points showing despite a season-best five wins
from 17 races. —AFP 


