
Sport
Established 1961 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2022

Brady’s Buccaneers open NFL  
season with win over Cowboys

LOS ANGELES: Tom Brady had a frustrating start to 
the first match of his 23rd NFL season but a familiar 
finish as his Tampa Bay Buccaneers downed the Dallas 
Cowboys 19-3 in Texas. The seven-time Super Bowl 
champion Brady was sacked twice and threw one 
interception in a game where defenses dominated. 

But a disappointing night for the Cowboys was 
made even worse when quarterback Dak Prescott 
departed late in the fourth quarter with an injury to 
his throwing hand. Cowboys owner Jerry Jones said 
that Prescott would require surgery and miss sever-
al weeks. “We have a lot to clean up,” said Brady 
after the Buccaneers struggled to get the ball into 
the end zone. “But it’s great to get a win on opening 
night and we have a lot of football ahead.” 

Brady, back in action after his decision to retire 
lasted just 40 days, said Tampa Bay’s defense 
“deserves this” after the Cowboys were held to one 
field goal-on the opening drive of the game. Tampa 
Bay’s offense, relying on a ground game that saw 
Leonard Fournette run for 127 yards, piled up four 
field goals in the first two quarters to take a 12-3 
lead before Brady threw the only touchdown pass in 

the third quarter. Receiver Mike Evans made a 
spectacular one-handed grab while falling back-
wards in the end zone to make it 19-3. 

Aged 45, Brady became the oldest quarterback 
to start an NFL game, but said he wasn’t interested 
in dwelling on that kind of milestone nor was he in a 
mood to reminisce about past achievements. “I’m 
out here to do a job,” said Brady, who has never lost 
a game against the Cowboys. “And I can do a better 
job than I did tonight.” Prescott connected on just 
14 of 29 passes for 134 yards and one interception 
before departing as the Bucs defense impressed to 
give new coach Todd Bowles an opening win. 

Elsewhere, the Minnesota Vikings gave new 
coach Kevin O’Connell a 23-7 victory over reigning 
NFL Most Valuable Player Aaron Rodgers and the 
Green Bay Packers with Vikings receiver Justin 
Jefferson finishing with a whopping 184 receiving 
yards and two touchdowns. Rodgers struggled in 
the absence of wide receiver Davante Adams, now 
with the Raiders. 

And Rodgers saw his NFL record streak against 
NFC North division opponents of 38 touchdown 

passes without an interception ended when he was 
picked off by Harrison Smith. Kansas City Chiefs 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes adjusted seamlessly to 
the absence of receiver Tyreek Hill, now with Miami, 
throwing for 360 yards and five touchdowns in an 
emphatic 44-21 victory over the Cardinals in Arizona. 

 
Close finishes  

The first Sunday of the season saw a string of 
nail-biting finishes. Chris Boswell kicked a 53-yard 
field goal as time expired in overtime to lift the 
Pittsburgh Steelers to a 23-20 win over the 
Cincinnati Bengals. Boswell’s winning kick saw the 
Steelers’ dominant defensive performance pay off, 
despite a late injury to TJ Watt - who had one of 
Pittsburgh’s four interceptions of Bengals quarter-
back Joe Burrow.  

Burrow hit Ja’Marr Chase with a six-yard touch-
down pass with two seconds left in regulation to 
knot the score at 20-20 and the game went to over-
time when Minkah Fitzpatrick blocked the extra-
point attempt by Evan McPherson. Fitzpatrick also 
returned an interception for a touchdown early in 

the first quarter. 
In Houston, Matt Ryan-playing his first game for 

Indianapolis after 14 seasons in Atlanta-directed 
three fourth-quarter scoring drives as the Colts ral-
lied to force overtime against the Texans. Neither 
team could score on two overtime possessions and 
the game ended in a 20-20 tie. The New Orleans 
Saints erased a 16-point fourth-quarter deficit to 
stun the Atlanta Falcons 27-26 and Cleveland rookie 
Cade York nailed a game-winning 58-yard field 
goal with eight seconds remaining to give the 
Browns a 26-24 victory over the Carolina Panthers 
and former Browns quarterback Baker Mayfield. 

In Nashville, the New York Giants edged the 
Tennessee Titans 21-20. The Giants had trailed 20-
19 after quarterback Daniel Jones hit Chris 
Myarick with a touchdown pass with 1:06 to play. 
Brian Daboll, making his NFL head coaching 
debut, opted to go for the two-point conversion 
and Saquon Barkley powered into the end zone to 
give the Giants the lead, which held up when 
Randy Bullock missed a 47-yard field goal attempt 
as time expired. —AFP 

A disappointing night for Cowboys; Prescott injured 

ARLINGTON: Tony Pollard #20 of the Dallas Cowboys is tackled by Joe Tryon-Shoyinka #9 of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers during the second half at AT&T Stadium on September 11, 2022. — AFP 

TURIN: Juventus came back from two goals 
down at half-time to draw an incident-packed 
match with Salernitana 2-2 on Sunday as 
Atalanta gave up the Serie A lead after a 1-1 
draw with Cremonese. Massimiliano Allegri’s 
Juve drew for the fourth time this season but 
the point shared doesn’t tell the story of a 
match which ended with four red cards being 
shown after Arkadiusz Milik’s last-gasp winner 
was ruled out following a VAR check. 

The Poland striker sent the Allianz Stadium 
into raptures with a glancing header five min-
utes into stoppage time, but the goal was 
chalked off for Leonardo Bonucci being off-
side and interfering with play. Bonucci had lev-
eled on the rebound from his own missed 
penalty just two minutes previously to set up a 
grandstand finish which ended in farce. 

Milik was given a second yellow card for 
removing his shirt after scoring what he 
thought was the decisive goal and then Juan 
Cuadrado, Salernitana defender Federico Fazio 
and Allegri were all sent off as tensions flared 
on the sidelines. Allegri later asked to see 
footage which featured Antonio Candreva, 
who was near the corner flag and appeared to 
be playing everyone onside. “We haven’t seen 
that video, what if he keeps everyone onside? 

We don’t have that video, nobody has it, so I 
don’t know,” he said on DAZN. 

A match that ended in chaos began with 
Salernitana putting in a superb opening 45 
minutes which had them two goals to the good 
through Candreva’s tap-in and a Krzysztof 
Piatek penalty on the stroke of half-time. 
Davide Nicola’s side pulled off a survival mira-
cle on the final day of last season and have got 
off to a promising start this term. Salernitana 
are 10th on seven points, three behind unbeat-
en Juve who are struggling with injuries and 

form in the early part of the season. Their first 
ever point at Juve was the fourth draw in six 
games so far in the new campaign. 

That was not the only match in Italy to fea-
ture VAR controversy as Lecce president 
Saverio Sticchi Damiani blasted officials for 
missing two handballs in their 1-1 draw with 
Monza. Monza earned their first point of their 
first ever Serie A season but Sticchi Damiani 
was incredulous after neither Pablo Mari nor 
Salvatore Molina touching the ball with their 
arms led to VAR reviews.  — AFP 

Juventus held by  
Salernitana after  
VAR controversy

TURIN: Salernitana’s Italian goalkeeper Luigi Sepe (left) controls the ball over Juventus’ 
Polish forward Arkadiusz Milik (center) during the Italian Serie A football match between 
Juventus and Salernitana on September 11, 2022.— AFP  

PARIS: Monaco claimed a 2-1 vic-
tory over Lyon on Sunday for a sec-
ond straight Ligue 1 win to put their 
disappointing start to the season 
behind them. Philippe Clement’s side 
only won one of their first five 
league matches this term but have 
bounced back since a 4-2 home loss 
to Troyes, beating Nice last week-
end and Red Star Belgrade in the 
Europa League in midweek. Lyon 
suffered a second defeat of the 
week after losing their unbeaten 
record against Lorient on 
Wednesday. 

Both teams squandered several 
chances in the first half, before 
Monaco defender Benoit Badiashile 
put the hosts ahead in the 55th 
minute by heading home Caio 
Henrique’s corner. The Brazilian 
provided the second goal from 
another set-piece eight minutes 
later, as Guillermo Maripan glanced 

home his inswinging free-kick. 
Lyon got themselves back into the 
game late on with Karl Toko 
Ekambi’s fourth goal of the cam-
paign, but Monaco held on to move 
up to seventh in the table. 

“We knew they were dangerous 
on set-pieces, we know that’s our 
weak point,” Lyon striker Alexandre 
Lacazette told Prime Video. “We 
lack size at this level. It’s a shame 
because apart from these set-
pieces we were well in the game.” 
Monaco are behind Rennes on goal 
difference after their 5-0 thrashing 
of Auxerre. Earlier, Lorient contin-
ued their fine season by climbing 
into fourth place with a 3-2 home 
win over Nantes. Reigning champi-
ons Paris Saint-Germain remain 
above rivals Marseille on goal dif-
ference at the top of the table after 
their 1-0 success against Brest on 
Saturday. — AFP 

Monaco beat Lyon for 
2nd straight Ligue 1 win


