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News in brief

Kuwaiti PM hands letter from 
Amir to Saudi Crown Prince

Sheikh Ahmad hails deep-rooted relations between the two countries
JEDDAH: Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, 
also the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense of Saudi Arabia, 
received HH the Prime Minister of Kuwait 
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
and his entourage at Al-Salam Palace in 
Jeddah on Tuesday. During the meeting, 
HH the Prime Minister handed the Crown 
Prince a letter from HH the Amir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah to Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
on bilateral ties. 

HH the Prime Minister conveyed the 
greetings of HH the Amir and HH the 
Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to 
the Saudi King and Crown Prince, 
expressing best wishes for the leaders and 
people of the sisterly Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. He expressed joy for his official 
visit to the kingdom, noting that it is a link 
in a chain of a historical, deep-rooted and 
exemplary relationship between both 
countries in all areas. 

HH the Prime Minister praised the bal-
anced policy of the kingdom under the 
wise leadership of the King and Crown 
Prince in protecting security and stability 
in the region. The meeting brought 

together, from the Saudi side, Minister of 
State Prince Turki bin Mohammad bin 
Fahad Al-Saud, Foreign Minister Prince 
Faisal bin Farhan Al-Saud and 
Ambassador to Kuwait Prince Sultan bin 
Saad Al-Saud, and from the Kuwaiti side, 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Sheikh Ali 
Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
Undersecretary of the Prime Minister’s 
Diwan Sheikh Khaled Talal Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah and Chief of Staff of the Prime 

Minister’s Office Hamad Bader Al-Amer.  
This was the first overseas visit of HH 

the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad since he 
was named premier. Kuwait’s Ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah said in a statement to 
KUNA on the eve of the visit that this 
shows how important the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia is to Kuwait, as a strategic 
extension with Gulf, Arab and Islamic 
depth. —KUNA 

JEDDAH: Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz receives HH the Prime 
Minister of Kuwait Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on Sept 13, 2022.  — KUNA 

Deputy Amir swears 
in Public Prosecutor 

KUWAIT: HH the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received on Tuesday at Bayan Palace Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, State Minister for Nazaha and Minister of Justice Jamal Al-
Jalawi and newly appointed Public Prosecutor Saad Al-Safran, where he took 
the oath of office. — KUNA  

Sisi arrives in Qatar 
 
DOHA: Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi 
arrived in Qatar on Tuesday for the first time 
since a four-year rift between the countries, offi-
cials said. Sisi was met at the airport by Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, for a visit 
that the official QNA news agency has said 
marked “a new era in relations”. The Amir visited 
Cairo in June, when Qatari investments in Egypt 
were on the agenda, as well as cooperation in 
the energy and agriculture sectors. — AFP

Pilgrim ‘for queen’ arrested 
 
RIYADH: Saudi authorities have arrested a 
man who claimed to have travelled to Makkah 
to perform an umrah pilgrimage on behalf of the 
late Queen Elizabeth II. Security forces at the 
Grand Mosque “arrested a resident of Yemeni 
nationality who appeared in a video clip carry-
ing a banner inside the Grand Mosque, violating 
the regulations and instructions for umrah”, said 
a statement carried by state media late Monday. 
Saudi Arabia forbids pilgrims from carrying 
banners or chanting slogans. — AFP

DOHA: Qatar’s Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani greets Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah Al-
Sisi on Sept 13, 2022. — AFP 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The election department of the interior 
ministry decided on Tuesday to disqualify 15 regis-
tered candidates from running in the Sept 29 polls 
because they had been convicted in court in crimi-
nal and political cases, some candidates announced. 
The decisions of the department were not published 

but conveyed directly to the concerned candidates, 
some of whom said they will challenge the decision 
in court on Wednesday. 

Candidates who announced they had been dis-
qualified include former Islamist MPs Nayef Al-
Dabbous and Abdullah Al-Barghash. They also 
include Hani Hussein, Musaed Al-Qarifa, Anwar Al-
Fikr and Ayedh Al-Otaibi. Qarifa on Twitter criti-
cized the ministry’s decision to ban him from con-
testing the election, saying the action is an infringe-
ment on his constitutional rights, adding he will 
challenge it in court. 

Otaibi also criticized the decision, saying he was 
barred for repeating a controversial speech by for-
mer leading opposition MP Musallam Al-Barrak 
around 10 years ago. He was convicted in court 

over this. Several candidates lashed out at the 
department’s decision, claiming it is a misuse of 
authority and law. With this move, the number of 
candidates contesting the election dropped to 356, 
after 11 candidates withdrew from the race and the 
15 were barred by the department. The withdrawal 
of candidacies continues until Sept 22. 

Meanwhile, the election campaign continued to 
highlight major issues, especially what candidates 
claim is wide-scale corruption by senior officials. 
Candidate Metab Al-Rathaan, running in the fourth 
constituency, called for “reopening all corruption 
files without exception”, adding that all those who 
are involved in graft cases involving public funds 
must be held to account. 
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YEREVAN: Azerbaijan said Tuesday its military 
succeeded in preventing attacks by Armenian 
troops in the wake of the worst fighting between the 
arch-foes since their brief but brutal war in 2020. 
Armenia announced that nearly 50 of its soldiers 

had been killed in the fighting overnight, which 
Russia said it had halted by brokering a ceasefire 
between the historic rivals. “Provocations commit-
ted by Armenian forces on the border have been 
prevented and all necessary objectives were ful-
filled,” President Ilham Aliyev’s office said in a state-
ment after his meeting with the military leadership. 

Armenia appealed to world leaders for help after 
the fighting broke out, accusing Azerbaijan of trying 
to advance on its territory. United States Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken on Tuesday called the leaders 
of both protagonists, with his spokesman saying 
Washington would “push for an immediate halt to 

fighting and a peace settlement” between the neigh-
bors. The fighting was the worst since the end of a 
2020 war between the ex-Soviet republics over the 
contested Nagorno-Karabakh region that left more 
than 6,500 killed on both sides. It came with 
Yerevan’s closest ally Moscow - which deployed 
thousands of peacekeepers in the region after the 
war - distracted by its six-month invasion of Ukraine. 

Russia said it had brought the clashes to a halt, 
with the foreign ministry saying a ceasefire was 
agreed from 9:00 am Moscow time (0600 GMT). 
Armenia’s defense ministry said later that clashes 
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This handout photo provided by NASA shows the 
inner region of the Orion Nebula as seen by the 
James Webb Space Telescope. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The wall of dense gas and dust 
resembles a massive winged creature, its glowing 
maw lit by a bright star as it soars through cosmic 
filaments. An international research team on 
Monday revealed the first images of the Orion 
Nebula captured with the James Webb Space 
Telescope, leaving astronomers “blown away.” The 
stellar nursery is situated in the constellation Orion, 
1,350 light-years away from Earth, in a similar set-
ting in which our own solar system was birthed 

more than 4.5 billion years ago. 
Astronomers are interested in the region to 

better understand what happened during the first 
million years of our planetary evolution. The 
images were obtained as part of the Early Release 
Science program and involved more than 100 sci-
entists in 18 countries, with institutions including 
the French National Centre for Scientific Research 
(CNRS), Western University in Canada, and the 
University of Michigan. 

“We are blown away by the breathtaking images 
of the Orion Nebula,” Western University astro-
physicist Els Peeters said in a statement. “These 
new observations allow us to better understand 
how massive stars transform the gas and dust cloud 
in which they are born,” she added. Nebulas are 
obscured by large amounts of dust that made it 
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