
Ruto sworn in as 
Kenya’s president 
after disputed poll
NAIROBI, Kenya: William Ruto was sworn in as
Kenya’s fifth post-independence president at a
pomp-filled ceremony on Tuesday, five weeks after
his narrow victory in a bitterly-fought but largely
peaceful election. Tens of thousands of people joined
regional heads of state at a packed stadium in Nairobi
to watch him take the oath of office, with many spec-
tators clad in the bright yellow of Ruto’s party, and
waving Kenyan flags.

“This moment is a moment like no other,” the 55-
year-old said in his inauguration speech to raucous
cheers. “Today, I want to thank God, because a village
boy has become the president of Kenya.”

A notoriously ambitious politician who has been
deputy president since 2013, Ruto beat his rival Raila
Odinga — who had the backing of now former presi-
dent Uhuru Kenyatta — by less than two percentage
points in the August 9 poll.

But the Supreme Court on September 5 unani-
mously upheld his victory, dismissing his opponents’

claims of fraud and mismanagement. The 55-year-old
rags-to-riches businessman, who once sold chickens
on the roadside, now faces a daunting task to steer a
polarised country gripped by a cost-of-living crisis
and punishing drought. 

His rise to State House has been closely watched
by the international community, which looks to Kenya
as a reliable and stable democracy in a turbulent
region. “Dawn of Ruto era,” trumpeted the front-page
headline in The Standard newspaper, while The Star
said: “Time for Ruto.”

Several people were injured earlier as crowds tried
to force their way into the stadium. Television footage
showed dozens of people falling on top of one other
in a crush at one entrance gate. Police had urged
Kenyans to watch proceedings from home after the
60,000-seat stadium was filled before sunrise.

Foreign allies and independent observers praised
the conduct of the vote, which was largely peaceful
and free of the violence that has marred past elec-
tions in the country of 50 million people. Kenyatta,
who in a stunning turn of events reached a pact with
his longtime rival Odinga in 2018 and banished his
deputy Ruto to the sidelines, had promised a smooth
transfer of power. He had pointedly failed to publicly
congratulate his successor for several weeks, finally
shaking Ruto’s hand at a meeting at the presidential
residence on Monday. — AFP

LONDON: Charles III on Tuesday made his maid-
en visit to Northern Ireland as king, as he tours all
four nations of the United Kingdom before the state
funeral of his mother Queen Elizabeth II. The 73-
year-old head of state’s jet touched down in Belfast
from Edinburgh, where the late queen’s coffin was
brought after her death last week aged 96.

The casket will be flown on Tuesday evening to
London, where huge crowds are expected to pay
their respects as she lies in state from Wednesday
evening until her funeral on Monday morning. As
heir-to-the-throne, Charles made 39 visits to
Northern Ireland, whose recent history has been
scarred by sectarian violence over British rule and
where a fragile peace has held since 1998.

His 40th visit comes as unionists loyal to the
Crown feel their place in the wider UK is under
threat as never before, with nationalists set to lead
the devolved government in Belfast for the first time.

Meanwhile the possibility of a united Ireland is
seen as growing.  At Hillsborough Castle-the
monarch’s official residence in Northern Ireland-he
and his wife, Queen Consort Camilla, greeted

crowds who had turned out early to catch a glimpse
of the couple. Ceremonial gun salutes in his honour
then rang out as the royal standard was raised
above the castle southwest of Belfast.

‘Behind him’ 
Flowers, cuddly toys

and handwritten remem-
brance notes of the late
queen had been left at the
gates. “This is very impor-
tant for Charles to come
here and be in Royal
Hillsborough,” Rhonda
Irvine, 47, a wedding and
events administrator, told
AFP, using the village’s full title after it was given
official royal status last year.

Describing Charles’s late mother as an “inspira-
tion for him”, she predicted he would be a “very
good” king. Ann Sudlow, 61, a retired nurse from
nearby Dromore, had also made the early morning
drive “to show the king that we’re behind him as a

country and Northern Ireland is supporting him”.
While large crowds welcomed Charles, visiting

the deeply divided region could prove testing.
Nationalist parties boycotted the proclamation of

the new king but wi l l
meet him.

Belfast’s feuding politi-
cal leaders are split
between fiercely loyal
unionists and nationalists
who want to reunify with
Ireland, and the power-
sharing assembly in Belfast
is suspended.

Unionists are boy-
cotting the devolved par-

liament at Stormont because of their opposition to
post-Brexit trading rules that they say cuts
Northern Ireland adrift from mainland Great
Britain-England, Scotland and Wales.

Charles will attend an Anglican religious service
in the city where the president, prime minister and
foreign minister of Ireland are also expected.

Crowds 
Britain is in 10 days of national mourning for

Elizabeth II, who was a fixture of the nation’s life
and consciousness for seven decades.

Charles has seen his popularity recover since the
death of his former wife Diana in a 1997 car crash-
and surge in recent days, according to a new survey
Tuesday.But he has also been embroiled in several
scandals in recent years.

With republican movements gaining ground from
Australia to the Bahamas, the new king faces a chal-
lenge keeping the Commonwealth realms in the roy-
al fold.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said her country
New Zealand, where Charles is also head of state,
will likely become a republic in her lifetime.

But she told a news conference in Wellington: “I
don’t see it as a short-term measure or anything
that is on the agenda soon.”

The queen’s coffin will be moved from St Giles’
Cathedral in Edinburgh on Tuesday afternoon, and
flown to an airbase near London, accompanied by
her only daughter, Princess Anne. — AFP
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BELFAST, United Kingdom: Britain’s King Charles III and Britain’s Camilla, Queen Consort greet wellwishers as they arrive at Hillsborough Castle in Belfast on September 13, 2022, during his visit to Northern Ireland. —AFP

‘This is very important for Charles to come here and be in Royal Hillsborough’

Charles III in historic visit to N Ireland

We’re behind 
him as a 
country

NAIROBI, Kenya: Outgoing Kenya President Uhuru Kenyatta looks on as President William Ruto lifts a sword
at the Moi International Sports Center Kasarani in Nairobi, Kenya, on September 13, 2022 during the inaugu-
ration ceremony. —AFP

China-Russia bond 
tightens as Moscow 
sees Ukraine setbacks
BEIJING: Russia may be enduring big battlefield
losses in Ukraine and punishing Western sanctions,
but China is standing firm in its support of President
Vladimir Putin and a “no limits” friendship. Chinese
leader Xi Jinping is set to meet Putin during a
regional summit in Uzbekistan this week, in a public
show of unity that flies in the face of United States-
led campaign to isolate Russia over its war in
Ukraine.

While Beijing has not explicitly endorsed
Moscow’s invasion, it has steadily built economic and
strategic ties with Russia over the six months of the
war, and President Xi has assured his counterpart of
his support of Russian “sovereignty and security”.

Analysts say that as China-US relations plummet,
Beijing believes it needs to nurture the bond with its
giant northern neighbour. “Regardless of whether
Russia wins (in Ukraine), China will pursue a close
alignment with Russia, which is decided by the cur-
rent state of US-China relations more than anything

else,” Yun Sun, director of the China Program at the
Washington-based Stimson Center, told AFP.

As the world’s second-largest nuclear power,
“Russia is not a geopolitical power that can be elimi-
nated”, Sun said. China sees Russia as an important
partner in muscling international institutions away
from Washington’s sphere of dominance.

On Monday senior diplomat Yang Jiechi told
Russian ambassador to China Andrey Denisov that
Xi and Putin could work together to “promote the
development of the international order in a more just
and rational direction”.  And in terms of trade, China
has ramped up its purchases of oil from Russia in
recent months, with Russia becoming China’s top oil
provider for three months in a row from May to July,
helping to offset Moscow’s losses.

China-US relations have been fraught for years,
with a trade war showing no signs of easing while
Washington accuses Beijing of human rights abuses.
In August, ties hit a dramatic new low when US
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi visited self-ruled
Taiwan, enraging Beijing which views the island as
part of its territory. The Chinese government
responded with massive military drills and missile
launches around Taiwan, and cancelled cooperation
with the US in multiple areas including key climate
talks. Last week, Xi sent his government’s top legisla-
tor Li Zhanshu to Russia, where he met Putin. — AFP

VLADIVOSTOK, Russia: Russian President Vladimir Putin (R) meets with Chinese National People’s Congress
(NPC) Standing Committee Chairman Li Zhanshu on the sidelines of the 2022 Eastern Economic Forum in
Vladivostok. —AFP


