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MEXICO CITY: The United States on Monday 
invited Mexico to join a multibillion dollar push to 
boost semiconductor manufacturing to compete with 
China, during a visit by US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken for high-level economic talks. Officials set 
aside trade tensions over Mexican President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador’s energy policies and 
focused instead on the potential benefits from coop-
eration in microchips and other technology. 

The Chips and Science Act, which US President 
Joe Biden signed into law last month, includes 
around $52 billion to promote production of 
microchips. “Now in China and Taiwan the testing, 
packaging and assembly industry for semiconduc-
tors is a $60 billion industry. In North America it’s 
$3 billion,” said US Secretary of Commerce Gina 
Raimondo, who accompanied Blinken. 

“So we’re really very excited about the oppor-
tunities for job creation in Mexico and in the 
United States,” she added. 

“The opportunity for Mexico is not just in the 
manufacturing facilities but in testing, packaging 
and assembly,” Raimondo told reporters. Mexican 
Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard welcomed the US 
offer to cooperate in semiconductors as “very gen-
erous.” The two sides struck a conciliatory tone 
when asked about Lopez Obrador’s energy reform 
efforts, which face opposition from the United 
States and Canada. Washington in July filed a for-
mal complaint against Mexico under a North 
American free trade agreement, saying its energy 
policies discriminated against US firms. 

“Dispute settlement under international agree-

ments is a normal part of trade relationships even 
among the closest of partners,” Blinken said. 
“We’re moving full speed ahead in the further inte-
gration of our economies and in building the most 
competitive region in the world. And we’re doing 
that as you heard through the work on supply 
chains, on strengthening the work we’re doing 
together in building a clean energy economy, the 
work on semiconductors, etc,” he added. 

 
Signs of thaw  

Earlier Lopez Obrador welcomed the tone of a 
recent letter from US President Joe Biden, saying 
Mexico appreciated its “respectful attitude” com-
pared to the trade complaint, which he described 
as “not the most diplomatic.” 

Lopez Obrador’s push to roll back the effects of 
liberalization that he says benefited private compa-
nies has alarmed foreign investors and environmen-
talists, who see the moves as favoring fossil fuels 
over renewable energy. Washington has requested 
consultations about the energy dispute under the 
US-Mexico-Canada Agreement, the first step in a 
process that could lead to retaliation over actions it 
says harm US firms and impedes development of 
clean energy. Lopez Obrador visited Washington in 
July for talks with Biden, who said that the two 
sides needed to rebuild relations. A month earlier, 
the Mexican leader snubbed Biden by refusing to 
participate in the Summit of the Americas in Los 
Angeles on the grounds that Cuba, Venezuela and 
Nicaragua had not been invited. 

Blinken met with Lopez Obrador ahead of the 

economic talks and discussed issues including 
cooperation to deal with irregular migration and 
the synthetic opioid fentanyl, the State Department 
said. “They also spoke about joint efforts to tackle 

the climate crisis through investments in clean 
energy and emerging technologies like electric 
vehicles, solar technologies, and semiconductors,” 
a statement said. —AFP
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Ex-Google CEO says  
Ukraine proves  
value of IT in war 

 
KYIV: Ukraine has been a very effective 
proving ground for the use of contemporary 
information technology in war, from satellite 
dishes to smartphone apps, Eric Schmidt, 
the former Google chief executive, said 
Monday. Schmidt, now a US government 
consultant on artificial intelligence, told 
reporters after a 36-hour visit to the coun-
try that the civilian tech sector has been 
crucial to Kyiv’s defense. 

The proof came the day after Russian 
troops invaded on February 24. After a long 
stall, Ukraine’s legislature came together to 
agree on a crucial step to protect all the 
government’s data from Russian hackers and 
strikes. “In one day, they had a meeting of 
the parliament and changed that law... they 
moved al l  their  data from government 
servers in Kyiv to the cloud,” Schmidt said. 

“The war gave everybody a polit ical 
excuse to do the right thing,” he said. 

The second crucial move came with US 
tech billionaire Elon Musk’s donation of 
access to his Starlink satellite-based broad-
band system, effectively insulating both the 
public and Ukrainian military from a Russian 
assault on telecommunications. Musk and 
donors sent in some 20,000 ground termi-
nals with small dish antennas that allowed 
everyday transmissions as well as helping 
fighters with targeting data. That stymied a 
key goal of the Russian attackers. 

“Elon Musk is genuinely a hero here,” 
said Schmidt. “This allowed the strategy of 
shutting down the internet by the opposition 
to fail.” 

 
Field intelligence from citizen apps  

Two apps meanwhile got citizens directly 
involved, Schmidt said. A function called “E-
Enemy” was added to the popular Diia app 
used for government services that permitted 
people to report things such as damage 
from shelling, or Russian troop sightings. 

And an encrypted Swiss chat service 
called Threema allowed users to send such 
data to the military without exposing their 
identities. The military would get thousands 
of such reports every day, said Schmidt, 
and filter them with artificial intelligence 
programs. 

“They would whittle them down to tar-
gets using computer intelligence and human 
intelligence and eventually go after them,” 
he said. “So if you think about that, here’s 
what they had: they had an internet that 
stayed up, they had their government data 
protected,” and a way for citizens to give 
them intelligence information, he said. 

Ukraine, long an incubator for program-
ming as well as illegal hacking skills, has a 
deep IT workforce that has been able to 
launch cyberattacks against the Russia, 
breaking into their communications. 

The country has also skillfully used bio-
metric and facial recognition techniques to 
identify Russian troops involved in atroci-
ties, such as the massacre in Bucha early in 
the war. In addition, Ukrainian programmers 
have been skilled in making drones useful in 
the war. 

“I can just report that based on my small 
amount of data, the Ukrainian tech industry 
really did make a contribution to the front,” 
said Schmidt. —AFP

MEXICO CITY: (Left to right) US Secretary of Commerce Gina Raimondo, Mexican Economy Minister Tatiana Clouthier, US 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Mexican Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard talks after offering a press conference 
at the Economy Secretary headquarters in Mexico City, on September 12, 2022. —AFP

In Nigeria,  
finding value in  
waste recycling 

 
LAGOS: Mounds of waste scattered 
along roads and vast landfills are a 
Nigerian eyesore. In Africa’s biggest 
economy and most populous country, col-
lecting, sorting and recycling trash is 
despairingly rare. 

But there is also good news. Some 
entrepreneurs are working hard to tackle 
the rubbish mountain, despite the many 
challenges. Romco Metals started recy-
cling aluminum at its factory outside 
Lagos in 2015, drawn by global demand 
for the light, strong, flexible metal. 

Buoyed by good results, it built a sec-
ond facility outside Ghana’s capital Accra 
and now plans to open at least three new 
plants across Africa and triple production 
by 2025. 

Aluminum is the world’s second most-
used metal after steel and used widely in 
construction, medicine and car-making. 
“Electric vehicles require more durable 
lighter material such as aluminum, and 
that’s where our materials end up,” said 
the company’s youthful founder, 32-year-
old Raymond Onovwigun. 

 
Job creation  

A British-registered company, Romco 
melts down and recycles around 1,500 
tonnes of discarded aluminum per month, 
out of a capacity of 3,000 tons. It says it 
has created 450 direct jobs — 5,000 in 
total, in this labor-intensive sector-and 
plans to double that number within a year. 

“Before... there was no work,” commu-
nity leader Bankole Gbenga known as 
Chief Abore told AFP during a recent visit 
to the Lagos facility. Chief Abore says 
more than a hundred young people from 
his community alone now work for Romco 
in some capacity. 

“Some are doing carpentry, some are 
welders... some of the youth are doing 
security,” said the 40-year-old. Among 
those who have most benefited from 
Romco’s business are material suppliers 
like Mohammed Ashiru Madugu, who 
delivers several truckloads of metal scrap 
each week. 

Madugu has a warehouse in north-
western Katsina, where suppliers from 
across the state and even neighboring 
states bring him discarded metal. 

He loads the goods onto trucks and 
sends them-with escorts because of fre-
quent ambushes by criminal gangs on the 
road-all the way to Lagos, more than a 
thousand kilometers (600 miles) away. 

For one truck, he can get paid up to 26 
million naira (about $60,000 dollars) 
although the price fluctuates.  

 
Vast problem  

Only a tiny fraction of waste is recy-
cled in Nigeria, a country of some 210 mil-
lion consumers. 

Plastic, metal and glass that in 
advanced economies are routinely picked 
up and processed are mostly tossed out. 
Each year, Nigeria disgorges 200,000 
tons of plastic into the Atlantic, the UN 
Industrial Development Organization 
reported last year. 

In Lagos alone, a city of more than 20 
million people, less than 10 percent total 
recyclables are currently collected, 
Ibrahim Adejuwon Odumboni, managing 

director of the Lagos State Management 
Agency told AFP. By comparison, in the 
UK, more than 41 percent of waste picked 
up by local authorities was recycled last 
year, according to British statistics. 

For Odumboni, recycling initiatives are 
to be commended but more should be done 
by the companies making aluminum bever-
age cans and other products. “We need the 
manufacturers to invest in the collection 
system. In many parts of the world, a por-
tion of what producers sell is going into the 
recovery of products. We currently don’t 
have that in Nigeria,” he said. If companies 
selling aluminum products “are not held 
responsible (for collecting waste) then it 
doesn’t make any sense-we’re just going 
round and round in circle.” 

He blames poor legislation but says an 

improved law on Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) is currently being 
discussed in the state house of assembly. 

EPR is an environmental policy in place 
in many countries that gives producers 
incentives to take responsibility for their 
products after they are used. Another 
challenge for recyclers is carbon emis-
sions from the energy they use to crush, 
shred or melt old materials. 

Romco, for instance, uses compressed 
natural gas to turn the aluminum into 
ingots. “(It) is still a fossil fuel but the best, 
most efficient fossil fuel. It doesn’t contain 
lead or sulfur,” said Onovwigun. 

The company says, however, that it 
wants to be independent of fossil fuels and 
is “exploring the potential of using solar, 
green hydrogen, and biofuels.”  —AFP

Huawei MatePad Pro: 
Perfect for back  
to school season 

 
KUWAIT: If we had to describe Huawei’s latest 
flagship tablet in one word, we’d call it an all-
rounder. A perfect all-rounder, that is. It is a tablet 
with a stunning display and great sound, a powerful 
productivity tablet, perfect for students. To sum it 
up: It is a tablet designed for everyone in the 
household. This tablet is the ideal choice for any-
one looking to get a tablet for work, school, or 
their family, perfect for this back-to-school season 
that can gracefully handle both entertainment and 
productivity. 

 
Discover new avenues  

Tablets have always been the right choice for 
entertainment with their bigger-than-smartphone 
displays and better-than-laptop portability. But 
Huawei MatePad Pro is even more of an entertain-
ment gadget because of its stunning and vibrant 11-
inch OLED Huawei FullView Displayand rich sound. 
The display has 4.2 mm ultra-narrow bezels giving 
you an immersive 92 percent screen-to-body ratio, 
which means fewer distractions and a more riveting 
movie-watching experience. The display is equally 
amazing for games, thanks to the 120Hz refresh rate. 
Huawei MatePad Pro doesn’t falter in the sound 
department either. Being the first tablet to come 
equipped with Huawei Sound that uses an array of 
6-speakers, it provides fantastic sound quality for a 
complete entertainment experience. It even has the 
German TUV Rheinland Full Care Display 3.0 certi-
fication and uses a hardware solution to lower blue 
light to protect your eyes. 

The tablet is also easy to hold and use with its 
thin and light body. At just 449g, this is, in fact, the 
lightest 11-inch tablet available on the market. And 
the thickness of 5.9mm puts it among the thinnest 
tablets on the market. It’s also a beauty to behold 

with a classy metallic sheen on the rear cover that 
adds to the premium feel of the tablet. 

 
Nail your productivity goals  

The increasing popularity of online meetings has 
made life simpler for a lot of people. But that also 
comes with its own set of challenges. In this case, 
the challenges are mostly due to technological limi-
tations, i.e., bad video and audio quality. However, 
with a PC-l ike Videoconferencing on Huawei 
MatePad Pro, your online meetings are going to be 
much more productive. 

The tablet’s productivity features don’t end 
with videoconferencing. In fact, if you pair it with 
the new detachable Smart Magnetic Keyboard and 
the Huawei M-Pencil (2nd generation), it will be 
perfect for l ight office tasks. You can use the 
tablet  in  three di f ferent  modes:  laptop form, 
detachable form, and studio form, and you can also 
use the Huawei M-Pencil  (2nd generation) for 
note-taking and sketching. Besides, this is the first 
device to support Huawei Notes. Huawei MatePad 
Pro allows you to access Huawei’s native apps, such 
as the Gallery, in landscape mode. The Multi-win-
dow has been upgraded to support one-tap inter-
action. Currently, you can run up to four concurrent 
tasks with Multi-window, including two split win-
dows and two App Bubbles. 

Bring down barriers with super device 
Huawei MatePad Pro supports Tablet-PC Multi-

screen Collaboration capabilities which contain three 
modes; Mirror Mode, Extend Mode and Collaborate 
Mode. The new Colour Capture feature allows you to 
select and apply colours across different apps in any 
use scenario, including Multi-window, App Multiplier, 
or small window. After Multi-screen Collaboration is 
established between a phone and tablet, you can click 
and select a colour on a phone window and apply it 
to the tablet, improving the efficiency of cross-device 
working and creation. Multi-screen Collaboration 
enables simple drag-and-drop file transfers between 
smartphones and tablets. Peripheral sharing lets users 
type on the smartphone using the tablet’s keyboard 
and screen, play music saved on the smartphone with 
the tablet’s speakers and more. This solution also 
makes it possible for users to pick up calls or respond 
to text messages directly from the tablet, facilitating a 
seamless multi-device experience. 

 
Big battery in a compact body 

Huawei MatePad Pro doesn’t sacrifice battery life 
for the sake of thinness. In its compact body, it packs 
an 8300mAh ultra-large battery. It can power 11.5 
hours of 1080p HD video playback and 8.5 hours of 
web page browsing.

LAGOS, Nigeria: Workers gather piles of scrap automobile aluminum and metals for 
recycling at Romco factory in Lagos. —AFP


