
LONDON: Liverpool’s visit to Chelsea and
Manchester United’s clash with Leeds on Sunday
have been postponed due to policing pressures
ahead of the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II, the
Premier League announced on Monday. Seven
Premier League games will go ahead this weekend,
with Brighton’s match against Crystal Palace having
previously been postponed due to a planned rail
strike. Despite the strike since being cancelled, the
match remains off. Arsenal’s trip to Brentford on
Sunday has also been moved forward two hours to
a midday kick-off.

“Following extensive consultation with clubs,
police, local Safety Advisory Groups and other rele-
vant authorities, there was no other option but to
postpone the three fixtures,” the Premier League
said in a statement. “The Premier League would like
to thank the UK Football Policing Unit and other
police forces across the country, as well as our
broadcast partners, for their support during this
process, and will continue to liaise with them ahead
of the weekend.

“For the matches being played during the period
of national mourning, tributes will be paid to The
Queen at Premier League stadiums.” All matches in
England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales
were postponed last weekend as a mark of respect.
Arsenal’s Europa League clash with PSV Eindhoven
on Thursday has also been called off due to the
huge police operation required in London this
week, with the Queen to lie in state between
Wednesday and her funeral on September 19.

Matches to resume 
Meanwhile, the English Football League has

announced its teams will return to action on
Tuesday after fixtures were suspended following
the death of Queen Elizabeth II. Matches in
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland
were postponed over the weekend as a mark of
respect for the late monarch.

“A minute’s silence will be held before matches,
with black armbands to be worn by participants,
flags to be flown at half-mast and the national
anthem to be played in stadiums,” the EFL, which
runs the three divisions below the Premier League,
said in a statement on Monday. “With a national
policing plan now in operation, the league and clubs
will continue to work with forces in respect of any
challenges that may emerge regarding policing of
specific fixtures.”

The Premier League is set to resume on Friday,
when Aston Villa host Southampton and Fulham
travel to Nottingham Forest. But is not yet certain
that all matches in the English top flight or EFL will
go ahead as planned at the weekend due to the
strain on police resources as a result of the queen’s
state funeral, which will take place next Monday.
Sports governing bodies were meeting again with
the government on Monday to discuss the schedul-
ing of events.

The English Football Association announced that
fixtures, including in the Women’s Super League
and FA Cup qualifying, will resume immediately. The
Scottish FA said the intention was for the “profes-
sional game to resume as normal” and Welsh foot-
ball chiefs said matches would start again on
Tuesday. “We will work with football clubs to try
and ensure that, where possible, football fixtures
can take place safely when balanced against the

requirement to support national events and deliver
day-to-day policing,” said a statement from the
National Police Chiefs’ Council. 

“This is a unique situation and we are working
closely with everyone involved.” Arsenal’s Europa

League clash with PSV Eindhoven on Thursday has
been postponed due to a lack of police resources in the
capital. A huge police operation is required in London
this week with the queen to lie in state between
Wednesday and her funeral next Monday. — AFP 
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LONDON: Chelsea’s Spanish assistant coach Bruno Saltor (center) leads a training session on the eve of the
UEFA Champions League group E football match between England’s Chelsea and Austria’s Red Bull Salzburg at
the team’s training ground in London on September 13, 2022. —AFP 

Chelsea-Liverpool, United-Leeds 
postponed over police shortage

English Football League matches to resume after queen’s death

Haaland set to show 
Dortmund what they 
are missing
MANCHESTER: Borussia Dortmund know only too
well of Erling Haaland’s ability to destroy defences in
the Champions League, but the German giants may
die by the sword they previously lived by when they
visit Manchester City on Wednesday. Haaland blos-
somed into one of the world’s most feared strikers
during two-and-a-half years in Germany, scoring 86
goals in 89 games for Dortmund. Eight games into his
City career, the giant Norway striker with a devas-
tating turn of speed has already scored 12 times for
the English champions.

“His numbers in all his career, not just here but
when he was in previous teams, is quite similar,” said
City boss Pep Guardiola after Haaland struck twice in
a 4-0 win at Sevilla to kick off City’s latest quest to
break their Champions League duck. “He has an
incredible sense of goal.” Haaland’s bargain 60 mil-
lion euro (£51 million, $63 million) buyout clause
meant he had his choice of clubs after he had out-
grown his surroundings in the Bundesliga.

Dortmund may provide the perfect breeding
ground for Europe’s top talents to develop in the ear-
ly years of their career, but they cannot compete
financially with the continent’s wealthiest clubs, nor
satisfy the ambitions of the world’s best players in the
long term. Haaland followed in the footsteps of Jadon
Sancho, Christian Pulisic, Ousmane Dembele, Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang, Robert Lewandowski and
Mario Goetze as stars of the future to fly the nest

after briefly leaving their mark in western Germany.
However, losing Haaland may prove the biggest

loss of all with the 22-year-old threatening to rewrite
records set by Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi
that many believed would remain intact for genera-
tions. Haaland’s double against Sevilla took his tally in
the Champions League to 25 goals in 20 games. At
the same stage of their careers, Ronaldo, the compe-
tition’s all-time top goalscorer with 140, was yet to
score, while Messi struck eight times in his first 20

matches in Europe’s elite club competition.
“I love the Champions League. I have to say this,

it’s a big dream for me,” Haaland told Telemundo
Deportes this week as he revealed the competition’s
anthem is the ringtone on his phone. “When I wake
up every morning, I listen to this song. It’s my favorite
competition.” Haaland’s haul in the Champions
League was also why City were so desperate to sign
him as the successor to the club’s all-time top
goalscorer Sergio Aguero. —AFP

MANCHESTER: (Left to right) Manchester City’s English midfielder Jack Grealish, Manchester City’s Norwegian
striker Erling Haaland and Manchester City’s English midfielder Phil Foden attend a training session on
September 13, 2022 at the Manchester City training ground on the eve of the UEFA Champions League group G
football match between England’s Manchester City and Germany’s Borussia Dortmund. —AFP 

Bochum sack
coach Reis after
six straight losses 
FRANKFURT: German club VfL Bochum
have dismissed coach Thomas Reis after six
straight losses that left them bottom of the
Bundesliga table and yet to garner a point,
the side said Monday. The 48-year-old has
Bochum coursing through his veins as he
played for them from 1995-2003. “It should
be clear to everyone that this decision is not
easy for us,” said sports director Patrick
Fabian. “Thomas Reis has a connection to
the club and the city that goes beyond the
successful past three years.”

Assistant manager Markus Gellhaus was
also dismissed. Coach of the under-19 side,
Heiko Butscher, will take over as coach on an
interim basis. Reis was appointed in
September 2019, guiding them to promotion
to the Bundesliga in the 2020/21 season. He
is the second Bundesliga coach to be fired
this season. Last week, Bundesliga club RB
Leipzig fired manager Domenico Tedesco,
after a 4-1 home thrashing by Ukraine’s
Shakhtar Donetsk in their opening
Champions League group match. Former
Borussia Dortmund manager Marco Rose
was appointed in his place. —AFP 

Wallabies ‘can 
knock over’ All 
Blacks: Rennie
MELBOURNE: Coach Dave Rennie is confident a
new-look Australia can get one hand on the elusive
Bledisloe Cup with victory over New Zealand in
Melbourne on Thursday, but warned the Wallabies
must be at their best. To bring home the silverware
from New Zealand for the first time since 2002, the
Wallabies will need to win at Docklands Stadium
before repeating the feat at Eden Park in Auckland
nine days later. It is a huge task for Rennie’s incon-
sistent side, who were handed a brutal 24-8 wake-
up call by South Africa in Sydney 10 days ago
after beating the world champions a week earlier
in Adelaide.

New Zealand have also lacked consistency this

season, but will go into the clash full of confidence
after unleashing their most complete 80 minutes of
2022 in Hamilton to crush Argentina 53-3 after four
defeats in their previous six Tests. It left the All
Blacks top of a tight Rugby Championship race with
two games to play, one point ahead of Australia,
South Africa and Argentina.

The Springboks face the wounded Pumas in
Buenos Aires on Saturday, buoyed by their battling
win over the Wallabies, before a return leg in Durban.
Rennie has made eight changes to his starting side,
but believes they have what it takes to upset New
Zealand. “I think everything that has happened prior
to this counts for little, it’s going to be about our abil-
ity to perform at our best and we need to be at our
best to have a chance against the All Blacks,” he said.

“We are confident we can knock over anyone, but
we have to play at our best and force the All Blacks
to be below their best.” He pointed to Australia need-
ing to dominate the collision area and was wary of
the New Zealand lineout with veteran lock Brodie
Retallick starting his first game since fracturing a

cheekbone against Ireland. “Obviously Brodie
Retallick is back in the mix and Scott Barrett has
been a big performer for them. It gives them a pow-
erful lineout,” he said.

To counter the All Blacks pack, Rennie gives Jed
Holloway a first start at lock, partnering Matt Philip in
the second row. Rob Leota returns at blindside
flanker while Pete Samu earns his first start of the
2022 campaign at openside, with Rob Valetini at No
8. David Porecki is preferred at hooker to Folau
Fainga’a. Rennie is also hoping Bernard Foley can
help dictate the game, with the veteran fly-half
picked for the first time since the 2019 World Cup
after Noah Lolesio was ruled out with concussion.

‘Primed and ready’ 
Along with Retallick, who brings 96 caps of

experience, All Blacks coach Ian Foster made one
other change, with Hoskins Sotutu replacing
dynamic No.8 Ardie Savea who remained at home
for the birth of his third child. Retallick will link up
with long-time second row partner Sam Whitelock

with Scott Barrett moving to outside flanker in
place of Shannon Frizell, who suffered a rib injury
against the Pumas. 

“I think the consistency we’ve been demanding ...
we really feel we’re getting there,” Foster told
reporters. “This week, like the other ones, we’ve been
training well, we’re primed and ready to go. “It’s a big
game in the Rugby Championship, everyone is on the
same starting line, so with two rounds to go it’s a big
weekend to make a bit of a statement.”

New Zealand have won 16 of their last 20 Tests
against Australia, including the last three, and Foster
added that they were “incredibly driven” to hold on
to the Bledisloe Cup. Fullback Jordie Barrett said the
All Blacks would need to adapt to Australia playing at
speed with quick ball from the breakdown, present-
ing a different challenge to that posed by Argentina.
“There’ll be trends that we are looking to test
Australia with through their defence but if they pres-
ent something completely different that we haven’t
planned for, we have got to be able to adapt on the
run,” he said. —AFP


