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Italian Serie A Table

Napoli                 6 4 2 0 13 4                14 
Atalanta              6 4 2 0 10 3                14 
AC Milan            6 4 2 0 12 6                14 
Udinese               6 4 1 1 12 6                13 
Roma                  6 4 1 1 8 6                13 
Inter Milan          6 4 0 2 12 8                12 
Lazio                   6 3 2 1 9 5                11 
Juventus              6 2 4 0 9 4                10 
Torino                 6 3 1 2 6 6                10 
Salernitana         6 1 4 1 9 6                7 
Fiorentina           6 1 3 2 5 6                6 
Bologna              6 1 3 2 7 9                6 
Sassuolo             6 1 3 2 4 8                6 
Hellas Verona      6 1 2 3 6 11               5 
Spezia                 6 1 2 3 5 10              5 
Empoli                 6 0 4 2 5 7                4 
Lecce                  6 0 3 3 4 7                3 
Cremonese         6 0 2 4 5 10              2 
Sampdoria          6 0 2 4 3 11               2 
Monza                 6 0 1 5 3 14               1

Italian Serie A table after Monday’s match (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, 
points):

Abraham scores decisive goal  
as Roma overpower Empoli 2-1

Serie A strugglers Monza sack coach Stroppa

EMPOLI: AS Roma’s British forward Tammy Abraham (left) heads the ball past Empoli’s Italian defender Sebastiano Luperto (2nd left) and Empoli’s Albanian defender Ardian Ismajli (3rd left) during the Italian Serie A 
football match between Empoli and AS Roma on September 12, 2022. — AFP 

EMPOLI: Tammy Abraham struck the 
decisive goal in Roma’s 2-1 win at Empoli 
on Monday which put them a point behind 
a trio of sides leading the way in Serie A. 
Roma are fifth but just behind Napoli, 
Atalanta and AC Milan after Abraham 
forced home Paulo Dybala’s cross from 
close range in the 71st minute. The 
impressive Dybala had opened the scoring 
for the away side, who came into 
Monday’s match off the back of two bad 
defeats at the hands of fourth-placed 
Udinese and Ludogorets, in the 17th 
minute with a beautifully guided shot after 
having already hit the post. 

“We know it was going to be tough, 
coming into this we lost two games before 
so we needed this for our confidence. But 
we’re happy to win,” Abraham told Sky 
Sport Italia. “I need to keep learning and 
improving. I’m coming off the back of an 
injury so I’m still getting my fitness back a 
little bit but I’m happy to score and help 

the team as much as possible.” Jose 
Mourinho’s side were looking at another 
poor result two minutes before the break 
when Filippo Bandinelli reacted brilliantly 
to bad Roma defending by guiding home a 
header from Petar Stojanovic’s cross. 

A draw would not have flattered Empoli 
who struck the woodwork through Martin 
Satriano and Jean-Daniel Akpa Akpro and 
created opportunities after Akpa Akpro 
was sent off in the final few minutes. But 
Abraham’s second goal of the season was 
just enough to seal the three points, with 
Lorenzo Pellegrini also smacking a penal-
ty off the bar with 10 minutes remaining. 
Roma host HJK in the Europa League on 
Thursday before travelling to in-form 
Atalanta in their final match before this 
month’s international break. 

Meanwhile, Monza have sacked coach 
Giovanni Stroppa, the Serie A club 
announced on Tuesday after a poor start 
to their first Serie A season left them bot-

tom of the table. In a statement, Monza 
said the club’s former youth team coach 
Raffaele Palladino would take charge of 
the team. Stroppa took Monza up to Serie 
A for the first time in their history but just 
one point from their opening six games in 
the top flight wasn’t enough for owner, 
former Italian prime minister Silvio 
Berlusconi. 

Monza bought an almost entire new 
team after being promoted via the play-
offs, signing players with extensive expe-
rience in the top division like Andrea 
Ranocchia, Stefano Sensi, Matteo Pessina 
and Alessio Cragno. Monza were still in 
the third tier when media tycoon 
Berlusconi bought the club in 2018 for a 
reported three millions euros ($3.4 mil-
lion). Under his ownership AC Milan 
became one of the titans of European 
football, winning five European Cups and 
eight Serie A titles over more than three 
decades. — AFP 

LIVERPOOL: Jurgen Klopp said he has spent days 
trawling over Liverpool’s “horror show” of a 4-1 defeat 
to Napoli that leaves last season’s Champions League 
finalists with little margin for error in Europe. A buoy-
ant Ajax visit Anfield on Tuesday, fresh from their 4-0 
mauling of Rangers on matchday one, looking to twist 
the knife into a Liverpool side that appears to be run-
ning on empty. 

Klopp’s men came within two matches of winning 
an unprecedented quadruple last season, only to lose 
out to Manchester City on the final day of the Premier 
League season and suffer defeat against Real Madrid 
in the Champions League final. Liverpool are feeling 
the hangover, after their relentless 63-game season, in 
the early weeks of the new campaign. 

Their success in seven years under Klopp has been 
built on running the extra mile to gain the upper hand. 
In all seven of their games so far this season, the oppo-
sition has covered more distance. They have recorded 
just two wins in those seven games, one courtesy of a 
winner against Newcastle deep into stoppage time. 

But even Klopp was shocked at the depths his side 
sank to in Naples last week as the Italians missed a 
penalty and a host of other glorious chances to make 
the scoreline even more embarrassing. 

“I watched the game back plenty of times and it 
was a real horror show,” Klopp said at his pre-match 
press conference for the visit of Ajax. “It was the worst 
game we played since I am here. We had a few bad 
ones, everyone remembers (a 7-2 defeat to) Aston Villa 
and others but there were always glimpses of us even 
in these games. In this particular game, nothing.” 

 
Nunez’s slow start  

In the immediate aftermath of the demolition at the 
Diego Maradona Stadium, Klopp said Liverpool need-
ed to reinvent themselves. They are already finding it 
difficult to make the transition forced by the departure 
of forward Sadio Mane to Bayern Munich. A colossal 
presence during Klopp’s time in charge, the 
Senegalese offered both the energy to press without 
the ball and quality to make the difference in the final 
third. 

Darwin Nunez is yet to deliver on his 80 million 
euro ($81 million, £69 million) transfer fee, not helped 
by a three-match suspension as punishment for a 
sending-off on his home debut. At the back, Virgil van 
Dijk and Trent Alexander-Arnold have suffered alarm-
ing dips in form. But it is in midfield where Liverpool 
have really toiled, with the decision not to reinforce 

that area in the transfer market, until a deadline day 
move for out-of-favor Juventus midfielder Arthur, 
heavily questioned. 

Liverpool are reportedly saving their money for a 
move for Borussia Dortmund’s England international 
Jude Bellingham. The German giants were understood 

to be unwilling to let the teenager leave in the same 
window in which Erling Haaland departed for 
Manchester City. That is a transfer strategy that has 
worked for Liverpool before as they held off on sign-
ing a centre-back for half a season in 2017 in order to 
bring in Van Dijk. — AFP 

Liverpool’s ‘horror  
show’ leaves Klopp  
searching for answers

KIRKBY: Liverpool’s German head coach Jurgen Klopp looks on during a training session at the AXA Training 
Centre in Kirkby, north of Liverpool in north-west England on September 12, 2022, on the eve of the UEFA 
Champions League group A stage football match against Ajax at Anfield. — AFP 


