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Abu Futaira’s medical center
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Next Assembly ‘must shoulder’  
responsibility of accountability 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Opposition candidate Saud Al-Asfour, 
running from the Fifth Constituency, yesterday 
highly praised the “historical” speech of the Amir 
delivered on his behalf by Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on June 22, and 
described the speech as a “major development in 
the relations between the ruling family and the 
constitution”. 

He said the speech and its implications have posi-
tively changed the political environment in the coun-

try. Asfour however said the next Assembly must 
shoulder the responsibility of accountability and 
should open all the previous corruption cases. “The 
country will not develop without seriously fighting 
corruption,” he said. He also said that the next 
Assembly must be thoroughly cleaned and warned 
that corrupt MPs are more serious than corrupt 
ministers. 

“The real battle for the Kuwaiti people is the bat-
tle against all corrupt people,” he said. “The Kuwait 
we admire is the one where people will not be jailed 
for saying a word, will not be forced to immigrate for 

expressing opinion and their citizenship will not be 
under threat for taking a stance,” Asfour said. 

Candidate Mohammad Musaed Al-Dossari mean-
while called on the government to treat thousands of 
stateless people or bedoons like “humans”. “We 
should deal with the bedoons like humans before we 
use the law ... Every human has the right to have an 
identity and enjoy good education, medical care and 
housing,” Dossari said.  

“We have been dealing with bedoons in a horri-
ble way. We have not given them any right, they are 
deprived of jobs and barred from leaving the coun-

try for those who want” because they have no pass-
ports, he said. Dossari warned that the issue of 
bedoons, estimated at around 120,000, is a time-
bomb which will explode if left unresolved. 

On another issue, Dossari said he will work to 
amend the election law if he wins a seat in the 
assembly in order to achieve equality among Kuwaiti 
voters, adding that the distribution of voters is 
unfair. In the meantime, the administrative court yes-
terday set next Sunday to issue its verdict on some 
15 candidates who had been disqualified and barred 
from running in polls by the interior ministry. 

We should treat bedoons like humans: Dossari

IRBIL: A Kuwaiti diplomatic envoy has 
affirmed that Iraq’s Kurdistan Region 
and Kuwait have been bonded with 
deep-rooted relations, underlining the 
desire to enhance these ties further. In a 
statement to KUNA, Othman Daoud, the 
General Consul in Irbil, affirmed 
Kuwait’s resolve to serve the two sides’ 
interests and broaden the mutual coop-
eration, underscoring its humanitarian 
role in the region in line with guidelines 
by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His 

Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.  

He has noted that Kuwait leadership 
has given instructions to stand on the 
region side in crises, particularly aiding 
displaced Iraqis and Syrian refugees. 
Kuwait is committed to implement its 
obligations, made during Kuwait’s inter-
national convention for reconstructing 
Iraq held in February 2018 in Kuwait.  

In this respect, the Kuwait mission 
has been supervising relief projects in 
the region, he noted. The General 
Consul indicated at Kuwaiti envoys’ role 
in encouraging Kuwaiti businessmen to 
invest in the Kurdish region to  boost 
the local development. Daoud met on 
Wednesday the region president, 
Mesrur Barzani, discussing means of 
elevating the friendly relations to higher 
levels. Kuwait opened the general con-
sulate in Irbil in 2015. — KUNA 

IRBIL: General Consul in Irbil Othman Daoud delivers his credentials to Iraq’s 
Kurdistan president Mesrur Barzani. — KUNA 

Kuwait cements  
ties with Iraq’s  
Kurdistan 

SEOUL: South Korean police said Thursday they 
have arrested a woman accused of murdering her 
two children, whose remains were found in suit-
cases in New Zealand last month. The 42-year-
old - reportedly a South Korean-born New 
Zealand national - was arrested in the southeast-
ern city of Ulsan and will be transferred to the 
capital Seoul to face extradition proceedings, 
police said. 

“Police arrested the suspect at an apartment in 
Ulsan on Thursday following a stakeout with tips 
on her whereabouts and CCTV footage,” South 
Korea’s National Police Agency said in a state-
ment. “The suspect is accused by the New 
Zealand police of having murdered her two chil-
dren - aged seven and 10 at the time - in around 
2018 in the Auckland area.” “She’s been found to 
have arrived in South Korea after the crime and 
has been in hiding ever since,” it added. 

Images in local media showed the woman, who 
has not been identified by police in South Korea 
or New Zealand, being led out of the Ulsan police 
station by plainclothed investigators, covering her 
head with a large brown coat. The woman, who 
was wearing ripped jeans and sandals, was asked 
by local media whether she would confess to the 
killings. 

“I didn’t do it,” the woman said repeatedly, as 
she was led away and put into a police vehicle. 
South Korea’s Yonhap News Agency said the 
woman is a South Korean-born New Zealand citi-
zen. It added that she started living in an acquain-
tance’s apartment in Ulsan this year, having earlier 
stayed in Seoul. “Police plan to transfer the 
woman to the Seoul Central District Prosecutors 
Office in preparation for an extradition screening 
by the Seoul High Court,” Yonhap said. 

 
Grisly discovery 

The remains of the two children were discov-
ered in August after an unsuspecting family 
bought a trailer-load of items - including the suit-
cases - at an auction for abandoned goods near 
Auckland, New Zealand’s biggest city. New 
Zealand police have said the bodies were likely to 
have been in storage for several years, which has 
complicated the investigation. 

Authorities have repeatedly stressed that the 
family who found the bodies were not connected 
to the homicide, and were being given support to 
help deal with the trauma. Detective Inspector 
Tofilau Fa’amanuia Vaaelua in Auckland said 
Thursday that the case was “a very challenging 
investigation”. “To have someone in custody over-
seas within such a short period of time has all been 
down to the assistance of the Korean authorities 
and the coordination by our New Zealand Police 
Interpol staff,” the detective said. — AFP  

Woman arrested  
over dead children 
found in suitcases 

GAZIANTEP: Diab Serriya, a founding partner at the ‘Association of Detainees 
and The Missing in Sednaya Prison’ (ADMSP), views a computer screen dis-
playing a page on the prison hosted by the website of Amnesty International 
during an interview at his office in Gaziantep. – AFP  

BEIRUT: In this file photo, some members of the Lebanese dance group Mayyas, 
headed by Choreographer and founder Nadim Cherfan (3rd-right), pose for a pic-
ture following their meeting with Lebanon’s Minister of Culture in Beirut. — AFP  

GAZIANTEP: When a Syrian prison 
guard tossed him into a dimly-lit room, 
the inmate Abdo was surprised to find 
himself standing ankle-deep in what 
appeared to be salt. On that day in the 
winter of 2017, the terrified young 
man had already been locked up for 
two years in war-torn Syria’s largest 
and most notorious prison, Sednaya. 

Having been largely deprived of salt 
all that time in his meagre prison 
rations, he brought a handful of the 
coarse white crystals to his mouth 
with relish. Moments later came the 
second, grisly, surprise: as a barefoot 
Abdo was treading gingerly across the 
room, he stumbled on a corpse, emaci-
ated and half-buried in the salt. Abdo 

soon found another two bodies, par-
tially dehydrated by the mineral. 

He had been thrown into what 
Syrian inmates call “salt rooms”-prim-
itive mortuaries designed to preserve 
bodies in the absence of refrigerated 
morgues. The corpses were being 
treated in a way already known to the 
embalmers of ancient Egypt, to keep 
up with the industrial-scale prison 
killings under President Bashar Al-
Assad’s regime. 

The salt rooms are described in 
detail for the first time in an upcoming 
report by the Association of  
Detainees and the Missing in Sednaya 
Prison, or ADMSP. In additional 
research and interviews with former 
inmates, AFP found that at least two 
such salt rooms were created inside 
Sednaya. Abdo, a man from Homs now 
aged 30 and living in eastern Lebanon, 
asked that his real name not be pub-
lished for fear of reprisals against him 
and his family. 

Continued on Page 6 

Syria former 
prisoners  
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BEIRUT: Lebanese celebrated the local 
dance troupe Mayyas on Thursday after 
it won the “America’s Got Talent” TV 
contest, stoking joy and pride in a coun-
try battered by years of political and 
economic turmoil. Many fans, across age 
groups and religious lines in the crisis-
tested country and its large diaspora, 
tearfully cheered the all-women group 
for what judges and viewers hailed as a 

hypnotic and mesmerizing performance. 
“Congratulations Mayyas, proud, 

proud, proud,” tweeted Lebanese pop 
star Elissa, while caretaker Prime 
Minister Najib Mikati gushed that 
“Lebanese creativity shines” in the per-
formance. A Twitter user called Wael 
summed up the mood about the group 
that beat all the odds: “They come from 
a country ravaged by crisis and, despite 
the difficulties, they managed to be the 
best. Lebanese all around the world are 
proud of you.” The troupe led by chore-
ographer Nadim Cherfan scooped a $1 
million prize and the chance to headline 
a Las Vegas show for their extravagant 
performance featuring belly dancing, 
feather fans and white orbs of light. 

—  AFP (See Page 11)

Mayyas wins 
‘America’s Got  
Talent’ 


