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Oleksandr Balanutsa Belinda Lewis KUWAIT: Ukrainian paintings on display.

KUWAIT: Guests at the memorial. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat KUWAIT: Ukrainian nationals display their cultural fare at a stall at 
the memorial. KUWAIT: Music being played at the memorial.

By Faten Omar 
 

KUWAIT: The UK Embassy in Kuwait held a com-
memorative ceremony in the memory of Queen 
Elizabeth II, on Wednesday, in cooperation with the 
Embassy of Ukraine, where ambassadors and 
Kuwaiti officials paid tribute to Britain’s Queen. 

In a press statement, UK’s Ambassador to 
Kuwait, Belinda Lewis said “It is a musical event 
dedicated to the memory of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II, where her favorite music was played. 
The embassy aims to make today’s event a very 
personal tribute to her.” 

Ambassador Lewis praised Kuwait’s gesture in 
honoring the memory of Queen Elizabeth, adding, 
“We are deeply grateful for the many heartfelt mes-
sages of condolences that we have received.” 

“I was very touched by the Kuwaiti government, 
the ruling family, and Kuwaiti nationals who sent us 
texts and signed the book of condolences. There 
was also a wonderful gesture made by the Kuwait 
government, to lower the flags at half-mast to 
mourn the departure of Britain’s Queen,” she con-
tinued. 

Regarding the ceremony, Lewis indicated that it 
included live piano music and photos projected on 
the screen of Her Majesty’s life. “She is a unique fig-
ure in history - we wanted a more personal and a 
different event. It felt right to think about her as a 
human being - she was a mother, grandmother, as 
well as queen. We thought about what she enjoyed. 
She would want us to continue with activities to 
bring people together. Also, she loved music and 
that is why we wanted music to be the theme of our 

event today.”  
She pointed out “It is a joint event planned in 

cooperation with the British and Ukrainian 
embassies. Before the sad news of her Majesty’s 
death, we were planning to help celebrate Ukrainian 
cultural week, because the Ukraine embassy will not 
celebrate its national day this year due to the war. 
We originally planned a fabulous catwalk show with 
beautiful dresses, jewelry, glasses, and accessories 
from Ukrainian designers.” 

In turn, the Ambassador of Ukraine to Kuwait, 
Oleksandr Balanutsa, stated “I would like to thank 
Ambassador Belinda for this event as initially we 
had planned an event to support Ukraine, although 
we changed the concept after the death of the 
Queen.” 

He also expressed the Ukrainian embassy’s love 

and passion for music, devoting it to the memory of 
the queen, adding “We will be praying for the queen 
and the royal people. We will give back the love to 
the British people.” 

Balanutsa emphasized that within the last six 
months, the Kuwaiti government has been providing 
Ukraine with the needed humanitarian support. “We 
do believe that even with the change of the parlia-
ment and the new government, this support will 
continue.” “In today’s event, we have four exhibi-
tions representing Ukraine, as well as a Ukrainian 
artificial intelligence start-up, where the computer 
presents the painting,” Balanutsa noted.  

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II died at the age of 96 
at her Balmoral residence in Scotland. She was 
Britain’s longest-serving monarch and celebrated 
70 years on the throne this year.

UK, Ukraine embassies  
honor Queen at memorial

Kuwait’s foreign  
minister meets  
UNGA President 
 
NEW YORK: Dr Sheikh Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah met the 
President of the United Nations General 

Assembly, Csaba Korosi. The meeting 
was held on the sidelines of the 77th ses-
sion of the UN General Assembly. The 
Kuwaiti diplomat congratulated the 
UNGA chief on his post and wished him 
success in his mission. Al-Sabah reiterat-
ed Kuwait’s full support to the UN 
General Assembly, stressing Kuwait’s 
eagerness in strengthening its ties with 
the UN.  —KUNA

NEW YORK: Dr Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets UNGA chief 
Csaba Korosi.

Kuwait’s FM writes  
tribute to Queen  
in condolences book 

 
NEW YORK: Dr Sheikh Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah wrote a tribute 
to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, in a 
book of condolences opened by the UK 
mission to the United Nations in New 
York. In his note, the minister extended the 
Kuwaiti leadership and people’s condo-
lences to the UK Royal Family, government 
and people following her demise. He also 

lauded the late Queen’s pivotal role in 
cementing the deeply-rooted Kuwait-UK 
ties. Meanwhile, Ambassador Majdi Al-
Dhafiri, Deputy Foreign Minister, visited 
the UK embassy in Kuwait, to present his 
condolences on the demise of Queen 
Elizabeth II. In his note, Al-Dhafiri wrote a 
note in the book of condolences, recalling 
her achievements, traits as well as her his-
toric contributions in the service of her 
country and people and the role she 
played in cementing the relations between 
Kuwait and the UK. During his visit, Al-
Dhafiri was received by Ambassador 
Belinda Lewis at the British Mission 
Headquarters. —KUNA

NEW YORK: Dr Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah writing on the book of con-
dolences.

Health minister  
opens medical 
center 
 
KUWAIT: Health Minister Dr. Khaled 
Al-Saeed opened a 5,000 square meters 
two-storey medical center in Abu Futaira. 
“With the opening of this center, we now 
have 32 medical centers in Ahmadi dis-
trict and we will open the Sabah Al-
Ahmad city and Wafra medical centers in 
the upcoming days, as we stress the 
importance of expansion in providing 
high quality medical care,” Al-Saeed said, 
during a press conference. 

“Ahmadi Medical District now has 32 
medical centers, of which, 15 are available 
with limited staff after-hours, 13 centers 
are open throughout the day and four 
specialized centers are also open to the 
public,” said the head of the Ahmadi 
Medical District. 

“The Abu Futaira medical center will 
operate initially from 7 am to 2 pm from 
Sunday to Monday, and its services will 
include diabetic, chronic illnesses and 
general medical clinics, as well as an 
advanced basic medical services center 
and they will be expanded gradually 
depending on patients’ statistics,” he 
added. “On the second floor, the center 
provides dental services, labs and other 
parental specializations,” he added. 

“Kuwait has taken first place in com-
plete medical coverage in the Middle 
East region, as services are provided 
within less than 10 minutes, and medicine 
available for everybody without excep-
tion,” he added. The official speaker of 
the ministry, Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said, 
“The importance of expansion comes 
from the belief of the ministry and its 
service in coordination with Kuwait’s 

vision 2035, by giving high quality med-
ical services.” 

“There are three new centers under 

Ahmadi medical center - Fahaheel, Wafra 
and Sabah Al-Ahmad which will be 
opened soon,” he added. 

172 unwell  
children  
commended  

 
KUWAIT: The women’s activity depart-
ment at the Patients Helping Fund Society 
has congratulated a new group of young 
patients who participated in the Quran 
contest ‘Kunooz’. The event took place at 
the society’s headquarters, attended by 

the head of the department, Dr 
Mohammed Al-Sharhan, Sheikha Al-Zain 
Al-Sabah among others. The head of the 
women’s activity department, Safaa Abdin 
has thanked the endowment for providing 
gifts for the winners and appreciated the 
role of the authorities for their effective 
cooperation.  

At the end of the event, which included 
active participation from the children, 
certificates, gifts and monetary gifts were 
distributed, with the attendance of their 
mothers, alongside some private compa-
nies who provided presents for the par-
ticipating children.

KUWAIT: The facilities at Abu Futaira clinic.
KUWAIT: Dr Khalid Al-Saeed with the team at the 
Abu Futaira clinic. 

KUWAIT: Dr Khaled Al-Saeed inaugurates the Abu Futaira clinic.

KUWAIT: Dr Khalid Al-Saeed interacting with the medical staff at Abu Futaira clinic.

KUWAIT: Members and parents of the participants of the Kunooz contest. 

KUWAIT: Participants of the Kunooz Quran contest.


