
SHANGHAI, China: High winds and heavy rain lashed
China’s densely populated east coast on Thursday,
after Typhoon Muifa forced around 1.6 million people
to leave their homes and grounded most flights at
Shanghai’s main airports.

Muifa is the strongest tropical cyclone to hit
Shanghai-home to more than 25 million people-since
record-keeping began in 1949, state broadcaster
CCTV said. However, there were no immediate reports
of any deaths or casualties.

At least 426,000 people were evacuated in
Shanghai and another 1.2 million people were taken to
temporary shelters in neighbouring Zhejiang province,
CCTV added. Heavy rainfall led to traffic tailbacks and
floods in several areas of the Yangtze river delta
region, a major global manufacturing hub.

Giant waves were seen crashing onto the coastline
in Hangzhou bay, to the south of Shanghai, and nation-
al radio reported a landslide in Ninghai County in
Zhejiang province. Packing winds of up to 125 kilome-
tres (78 miles) per hour, the storm made landfall at
12:30 am Thursday (1630 GMT Wednesday) in
Shanghai’s Fengxian district.

It had earlier led to the cancellation of all flights to
China’s biggest financial hub. Muifa previously hit the
city of Zhoushan in Zhejiang on Wednesday, according
to state news agency Xinhua. Air travel slowly
resumed in Shanghai as the storm moved north, but
most flights from the city’s two main airports were
cancelled Thursday morning, according to aviation
data provider Flightradar24. Operations at some of

Asia’s largest container shipping ports in Shanghai and
neighbouring Ningbo that were halted because of the
typhoon were scheduled to resume later Thursday,
according to statements from port officials.

Officials ordered all fishing vessels in the Yellow
Sea and Bohai Sea to anchor in ports as northeast
China braced for the typhoon. The storm entered east
China’s Jiangsu province on Thursday morning and the
wind speed weakened to about 90 kilometres (56
miles) per hour, the Central Meteorological

Observatory said.
The storm came soon after Typhoon Hinnamnoor

hit Shanghai and its neighbouring region last week,
causing the suspension of Shanghai ferry services and
school closures in parts of Zhejiang. Muifa is the 12th
typhoon to hit China this year, according to state
media. Tropical storms, which are expected to increase
as the planet warms, were sharply up in 2021, a report
by the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration said earlier this month. — AFP
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Giant waves seen crashing onto the coastline in Hangzhou bay

Typhoon Muifa lashes eastern China, 
forcing 1.6 million from their homes

HANGZHOU, China: People watch waves generated by Typhoon Muifa breaking along the coast in Hangzhou in China’s eastern
Zhejiang province. — AFP

YONAGUNI, Japan: Picture shows Chiyoki Tasato, a local activist who opposes the Japan Self-Defense Forces (JSDF) base on
Yonaguni island, posing for a photo in his office following an interview with AFP. — AFP
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US Senate takes first 
step to provide 
military aid to Taiwan
WASHINGTON, United States: A Senate committee
took the first step Wednesday toward the United States
directly providing billions of dollars in military aid to
Taiwan and making ties more official, ramping up sup-
port following soaring tensions with Beijing.

The United States has for decades sold weapons to
Taiwan but the new legislation will go further by pro-
viding US security assistance to the tune of $4.5 billion
over four years, a move that has infuriated Beijing.

It also lays out sanctions on China should it use force
to try to seize the island. With support from both par-
ties, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee approved
the Taiwan Policy Act, billed as the most sweeping
upgrade of the relationship since the United States
switched recognition from Taipei to Beijing in 1979.

US lawmakers moved ahead on the act amid height-
ened worries for Taiwan after Russia invaded Ukraine
and following a visit to Taipei by House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, which prompted China to stage major military
exercises seen as a trial run for an invasion.

Senator Bob Menendez, who leads the committee
and is a member of President Joe Biden’s Democratic
Party, said that the United States “does not seek war or
heightened tensions with Beijing” but needs to be
“clear-eyed.”

“We are carefully and strategically lowering the exis-
tential threats facing Taiwan by raising the cost of tak-
ing the island by force so that it becomes too high a risk
and unachievable,” Menendez said. Senator Jim Risch,
the top Republican on the committee, said it was
“imperative we take action now to bolster Taiwan’s self-
defense before it’s too late.” The bill still must clear the
full Senate and House. The White House has not said
whether President Joe Biden will sign the bill, although
the strong support it has may mean Congress could
override any potential veto.

China slammed the bill on Thursday, saying it had
lodged “solemn representations” with Washington over
legislation it claimed “violates the one-China principle”
and “sends serious wrong signals to Taiwan independ-
ence and separatist forces.”

If the bill continues to move forward, “it will greatly
shake the political foundation of China-US relations,
and will have extremely serious consequences for ...
peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait,” China’s
foreign ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said at a
briefing. The office of Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen
on Thursday said it expressed “sincere gratitude” to the
United States “for once again demonstrating its biparti-
san friendship and support for Taiwan.”

Less ambiguous relationship 
Under the act, the United States will still not diplo-

matically recognize Taiwan. China considers the island-
where the mainland’s defeated nationalists fled in 1949
— to be its territory and strongly opposes any interna-
tional legitimacy for Taipei, which has transformed into a
vibrant democracy and major economic power.

But the new law would shed many of the runarounds
and codewords that have been in place so as not to
anger China by implying recognition. The de facto US
embassy-now officially the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Representative Office-would be renamed the
Taiwan Representative Office and the US government
would be instructed to interact with Taiwan as it would
with any government. The top US envoy in Taipei, now
called the director of the American Institute in Taiwan,
would be renamed the “representative” of the office and
need confirmation by the Senate, as would a US ambas-
sador.—AFP

Pakistan court 
bails ex-PM 
Khan’s aide 
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: A Pakistan court granted
bail Thursday to former prime minister Imran
Khan’s close aide, whose arrest and alleged torture
led to the ex-leader facing charges of his own in
the high-stakes legal case.

Shahbaz Gill, an official in Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, was arrested last
month over comments about the nation’s all-pow-
erful army, which acts as a political kingmaker. Gill
said on TV that junior officers should not follow
orders that violate “the will of the majority”, but he
was detained soon after on charges of sedition
“tantamount to inciting the rank and file of armed
forces towards revolt”.

Since then Khan has been charged under the
anti-terrorism act, and with contempt of court,
after criticising the magistrate who signed off on
Gill’s detention-claiming she kept him in custody
despite knowing he was being tortured by police.

The byzantine case against Khan could see him
barred from high office if it results in a conviction.
Pakistan’s courts are often used to tie up lawmak-
ers in tedious and long-winding proceedings that
rights monitors have criticised for stifling political
opposition.

Gill’s lawyer Salman Safdar told AFP the
Islamabad high court granted him bail on Thursday
morning, with a bond of 500,000 rupees ($2,000).
“We are waiting for court’s orders, and he will be
released later today,” he said.

Khan is set to be indicted on contempt charges
at the Islamabad High Court on September 22, and
has been bailed until September 20 on separate
charges by the Anti-Terrorism Court. The former
cricket superstar swept to power in 2018, support-
ed by an electorate weary of dynastic politics and
a promise to sweep away decades of entrenched
corruption and cronyism. But under his rule the
economy slipped backwards and he lost support
from the nation’s military. — AFP

Chinese moves on 
Taiwan rattle remote 
Japanese island
YONAGUNI, Japan: Life may seem tranquil on
Japan’s remote Yonaguni island, where wild horses
graze and tourists dive to spot hammerhead sharks,
but China’s recent huge military exercises have rattled
residents.

The western island is just 110 kilometres (70 miles)
from Taiwan, and a Chinese missile fired during the
drills last month landed not far from Yonaguni’s shores.
“Everyone is on edge,” Shigenori Takenishi, head of
the island’s fishing association, told AFP.

“Even if we don’t talk about it, we still have the
memory of the fear we felt, of the shock.” He told fish-
ing boats to stay in port during the drills that followed
US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan in
defiance of Beijing’s warnings.

The incident was the latest reminder of how grow-
ing Chinese assertiveness has affected Yonaguni, shift-
ing debate about a contentious military presence on
the island. People used to say Yonaguni was defended
by two guns, one for each policeman stationed there.

But since 2016, the island has hosted a base for
Japan’s army, the Self-Defense Forces, which was
established despite initial objections from residents.
The base for maritime and air surveillance is home to
170 soldiers, who with their families make up 15 per-
cent of Yonaguni’s population of 1,700.

An “electronic warfare” unit is also due to be
installed there by March 2024. “When we see Chinese
military activity today, we tell ourselves that we got
our base just in time,” Yonaguni’s mayor Kenichi
Itokazu told AFP. “We’ve succeeded in sending a mes-
sage to China.”

‘Can they really help us?’ 
That view was not always held so widely on the

island. Yonaguni is part of Okinawa prefecture, where
resentment against military presence traditionally runs
high. A quarter of the region’s population perished in
the World War II Battle of Okinawa in 1945, and it
remained under US occupation until 1972.

Today, Okinawa hosts most of the US bases in

Japan. Yonaguni is closer to Taiwan, Seoul and even
Beijing than the Japanese capital Tokyo. Conscious of
its vulnerability, officials have built up a military pres-
ence on the Nansei island chain, which extends 1,200
kilometres from Japan’s main islands to Yonaguni.

In addition to the security benefits, the government
argued a base would bring economic windfalls to the
30-square-kilometre (11-square-mile) island. Local
officials once felt that Yonaguni’s economic future lay
with Taiwan and other nearby commercial hubs, even
campaigning to become a “special zone for inter-
regional exchange”.

But the government rejected that and instead began
in 2007 to pave the way for the base. Support for the
plan received a boost from a diplomatic crisis with
Beijing in 2010, and by 2015, around 60 percent of
Yonaguni’s residents backed the base in a referendum.

Since then, Chinese sabre-rattling and a string of
maritime incidents have helped solidify support.
“Almost no one is against the base now,” said Shigeru
Yonahara, 60, a resident who supported the base.

There are holdouts though, including some who
fear the base will instead make Yonaguni a target, par-
ticularly if China seeks to forcibly bring Taiwan under
its control. “If there is a crisis, will they protect those
living here? And can they really help us in the case of
an invasion of Taiwan?” said Masakatsu Uehara, a 62-
year-old fisherman.

‘It’s about deterrence’ 
Both backers and critics agree that the base has

changed Yonaguni, including the radar facility’s lights
that compete with the starry sky over the island. A
long-awaited incinerator that started operating last
year was financed almost entirely by the defence min-
istry, and rent from the base helps pay for free lunches
at the island’s schools.

Yonaguni has no high school and limited employ-
ment. It saw decades of decline after its thriving com-
mercial links with Taiwan were severed following
World War II. Now, taxes paid by base residents
account for a fifth of Yonaguni’s revenue.

But not everyone sees the changes as positive,
including municipal council member Chiyoki Tasato,
who has long opposed the base. He resents the fact
that Japanese army families can influence policy by
voting in local elections, and argues the base’s eco-
nomic impact makes it hard for residents to speak
freely on the issue.—AFP

Angola’s Lourenco 
is to be sworn in 
after disputed win
LUANDA, Angola: Angolan President Joao Lourenco
is to be sworn in for a second term on Thursday amid
tight security after a disputed electoral win last month.
The inauguration will be held on the historic palm
tree-lined Praca da Republica square in the centre of
the capital, Luanda.

Security forces set up a heavy cordon around the
venue ahead of the ceremony, AFP correspondents
saw, which the main opposition party said was aimed
at stifling dissent. Around 20 military tanks were sta-
tioned at a large traffic circle, around a kilometre from
the square.

Large numbers of police and military forces had
started patrolling the streets on the eve of the ceremo-
ny. “This set up aims to intimidate citizens who want to
demonstrate against the election results on the day of
the inauguration of a president without legitimacy,” the
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola
(UNITA) said in a statement.

The guest list for the ceremony is strictly by invita-
tion and limited to some 15,000 selected Angolans and
50 foreign heads of state and government, State
Minister Adao de Almeida told reporters. Lourenco,
68, returned to power after the August 24 vote gave
his Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola
(MPLA) a thin majority, winning just 51.17 percent of
the votes.

The vote was to choose members of parliament,
where the leader of largest party automatically
ascends to the presidency. It was the MPLA’s poorest
showing in the oil-rich African country it has con-
trolled since independence from Portugal in 1975.

UNITA-a former rebel movement which fought a
bitter 27-year civil war against the MPLA govern-
ment-made significant gains, earning 43.95 percent of
the vote, up from 26.67 percent in 2017.

Opposition parties and civic groups say the vote
was marred by irregularities. UNITA disputed the
results in court but its appeal was tossed out.
“Tomorrow I will stay at home. There are too many
police forces around town,” Joao, a high school stu-
dent who only gave his first name, said Wednesday at a
bus stop on the outskirts of Luanda.—AFP

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan: Pakistan’s former prime
minister Imran Khan (C) arrives to appear before
the Anti-Terrorism Court in Islamabad. — AFP


