
Lebanese celebrated the local dance
troupe Mayyas on Thursday after it
won the “America’s Got Talent” TV

contest, stoking joy and pride in a country
battered by years of political and econom-
ic turmoil. Many fans, across age groups
and religious lines in the crisis-tested
country and its large diaspora, tearfully
cheered the all-women group for what
judges and viewers hailed as a hypnotic
and mesmerizing performance.
“Congratulations Mayyas, proud, proud,
proud,” tweeted Lebanese pop star Elissa,
while caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati
gushed that “Lebanese creativity shines”
in the performance.

A Twitter user called Wael summed up
the mood about the group that beat all the
odds: “They come from a country ravaged
by crisis and, despite the difficulties, they
managed to be the best. Lebanese all
around the world are proud of you.” The
troupe led by choreographer Nadim
Cherfan scooped a $1 million prize and
the chance to headline a Las Vegas show

for their extravagant performance featur-
ing belly dancing, feather fans and white
orbs of light.

“You gave us a glimpse of hope and
showed the world what Lebanese women
are capable of,” tweeted another fan,
DivaMaj, saluting the group that in 2019
won the Arabs Got Talent contest. Even
the military joined in, declaring on Twitter,
somewhat more stiffly, that “the army com-

mand congratulates the Mayyas group, its
trainers and members, on winning
America’s Got Talent”.

The Mayyas’ win of the season finale
brought rare respite and a moment of unity
to the small country reeling from almost
three years of deep economic hardship
and political stalemate. Amid Lebanon’s
worst-ever economic crisis, the national
currency has lost more than 90 percent of
its value on the black market since 2019
while poverty and unemployment have
soared. Beirut remains scarred by the
huge portside blast of haphazardly stored
ammonium nitrate in 2020, which killed
more than 200 people, wounded thou-
sands and decimated vast areas of the
capital. In a reflection of the deep popular
discontent, several people who have
recently held up banks, using real or toy
guns, to demand their frozen savings have
been cheered as folk heros by bystanders
and on social media. — AFP
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Nadim Cherfan (center) with the dance group Mayyas, winners of Season 17, pose on the red carpet for ‘America’s Got Talent’ Season 17 Finale
at Sheraton Pasadena Hotel in Pasadena, California. — AFP photos

Heidi Klum attends the red carpet for
“America’s Got Talent” Season 17 Finale.

Howie Mandel attends the red carpet for
“America’s Got Talent” Season 17 Finale at
Sheraton Pasadena Hotel.

Sofia Vergara attends the red carpet for
“America’s Got Talent” Season 17 Finale.

The tango 
shoes that 
give dancers
‘license to fly’

Maria Teresa Schuster changes into
a shiny, silver pair of high-heeled
shoes and readies herself to climb

onto the stage. These shoes are a verita-
ble “license to fly,” she says. There are
many elements to a good tango: posture,
balance, the male lead; but for many elite
women dancers, it is the shoes that matter
most. “The tango shoe is something very
special. It has to shine, have a beautiful
heel, make me feel stronger, more power-
ful,” said Schuster, 72, a regular at the
Parakultural Milonga (local tango hall) in
Buenos Aires, where the world champi-
onships are currently taking place. The
competition runs from September 6-18.

A cardiologist and pianist, Schuster has
been dancing tango for 20 years. “When I
put on the shoes, I feel like someone does
when they put on gloves suggestively to
prepare themselves for something
intense,” she said. “The shoes are like a
license to fly on earth. They have to mold
to the foot, and one feels that they caress
and are caressed at the same time.”

Groundbreaking designs 
For Carla Marano, an internationally

renowned professional dancer, “the shape
of the leg becomes aesthetically different-
better in my view-when you dance in
heels. “And it’s functional: dancing in high
heels makes it easier to shift your balance
forwards, onto the metatarsal and the toes,
which is essential in the tango.” During the
pandemic, music therapist and tango
teacher Marina Kenny asked a dozen
great dancers to describe their relationship

with their shoes for an e-book.
One of the dancers, Mariela

Sametband, wrote: “The shoes are to tan-
go what a guitar is to a guitarist, a broom to
a street sweeper or a knife to a chef.” “It’s
the instrument through which we express
ourselves. Of course it is our bodies that
move... but the shoes are an essential vec-
tor, because they connect us to the
ground.” A specialist shop in the chic

Recoleta neighborhood of Buenos Aires
sells the iconic “Comme il faut” brand,
mostly to foreign customers.

The store was opened around 20 years
ago by two fellow dancers capitalizing on a
tango renaissance, after the dance had
lost popularity following its golden age from
1940-1955. “I danced the tango but didn’t
like the shoes on the market, they were
always black and old-fashioned,” co-
founder Alicia Muniz told AFP. “I decided to
make my own shoes. I took two years per-
fecting the fit, the height, the comfort and
then I took them to the milonga and they
attracted attention.” She started “incorpo-
rating lace, leopard print, materials that
had never been used before,” and along-
side Raquel Coltrinari created the brand.

‘A niche, a business’ 
Appearances are, of course, important.

“When you dance, people look at your feet.
(The shoes) are an attractive object,” said
Muniz. More than just aesthetics, the
shoes serve a functional purpose, and their
design must reflect that. An almost inde-
structible steel wire is inserted into the
soles, up to the toes-which cannot be
pointy-while the shoe is fastened with a
strong strap. All these elements are essen-
tial for acrobatic tango moves. “The soul of
the shoe is the arch,” which must be care-
fully chosen to perfectly fit the arch of the
foot, Muniz explained. As for the heel, “the
highest are 9.5 to 10 centimeters (3.5 to
four inches). Anything more and you would
not be able to dance without twisting your
ankle,” said Muniz, who also makes shoes
for men with a slight lift in the heel.
According to tango instructor Moira
Castellano, “the heels can be your greatest
ally or your worst enemy.” —AFPLuis Beron, shoemaker specialized in making

shoes for dancing tango, works in his work-
shop at the “Comme il faut” store in Buenos
Aires.

A couple performs during the World Tango
Championship in Buenos Aires.

Alicia Muniz, creator of the shoe brand
“Comme il faut,” holds one of her shoes to
dance tango, in Buenos Aires.

(From left to right) Lauren Silverman, Eric Cowell and Simon Cowell attend the red carpet for
“America’s Got Talent” Season 17 live show at the Sheraton Pasadena Hotel.

Couples dance the tango during the Tango Festival and World Tango Championship, at the milonga
Salon Canning in Buenos Aires. — AFP photos

Alicia Muniz, creator of the shoe brand “Comme il faut,” displays shoes to dance tango, in Buenos
Aires.

Alicia Muniz, creator of the shoe brand “Comme il faut,” holds one of her shoes to dance tango, in
Buenos Aires.

A couple performs during the World Tango Championship in Buenos Aires.


