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Kuwait-India ties have blossomed 
into dynamic partnership: Envoy

India’s Adani briefly listed as 
world’s second-richest person2 India welcomes back cheetahs, 

70 years after local extinction12 Grealish and Haaland destroy 
Wolves as Man City go top168

King Charles surprises massive 
queue to view queen’s coffin

Kuwait’s Crown Prince to visit Britain to offer condolences
LONDON/ KUWAIT: King Charles III and his 
heir Prince William on Saturday staged an unsched-
uled London walkabout to the delight of people 
queueing all night to see Queen Elizabeth’s coffin, 
ahead of her grand state funeral. Cries of “God save 
the king” came from the riverside crowd opposite 
parliament as the new monarch and his elder son 
thanked the well-wishers waiting patiently in line, 
before Charles went on to meet some of the many 
world leaders arriving for Monday’s lavish send-off. 

Representative of HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, along 
with an accompanying official delegation, is sched-
uled to travel to the United Kingdom on Sunday. HH 
the Crown Prince, along with his entourage, is due 
to present condolences on the demise of Queen 
Elizabeth II. 

“I’m so happy. He was so calm, and friendly and 
he was so gentle,” said Geraldine Potts-Ahmad, a 
secretary in her late 50s, as she struggled to contain 
her emotions after shaking hands with Charles. “He 
is going to make the best king. That gentleness and 
that tenderness, I saw the queen in that.” The 
queen’s death on Sept 8 aged 96, after a record-
breaking 70 years on the throne, has sparked an 
outpouring of emotion. 

Tens of thousands of people are braving waits 
that have stretched to more than 25 hours to view 
her flag-shrouded coffin. Volunteers handed out 
blue blankets to guard against the night-time chill. 
Princes William and Harry were later set to lead a 
vigil of Queen Elizabeth II’s eight grandchildren on 
the four corners of the coffin, as it lies in state inside 
parliament’s Westminster Hall. 

The somber occasion was briefly disrupted late 
on Friday when a man burst out of the line and 
approached the coffin, which sits topped with the 
Imperial State Crown. A live television feed of the 
mourners briefly cut away around 10:00 pm (2100 
GMT) as police detained the man, two hours after 
Charles and his three siblings had held their own 
vigil in the cavernous hall. But otherwise, the mood 
remained reverential on Saturday as people walked 
slowly past the catafalque, bowing their heads, 
clasping their hands in prayer, or saluting in the 
case of some medal-bedecked veterans. 

Some 435 people in the queue have needed 
medical treatment, often for head injuries after 
fainting, the London Ambulance Service said. But 
Alison Whitham, an ex-nurse from Ashby in the 
English Midlands, said her 14-hour wait was well 
worth it after paying her final respects in the hall.  
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LONDON: Britain’s King Charles III talks with members of the public waiting in the queue to pay their respects to 
Queen Elizabeth II, lying in state at the Palace of Westminster on the South Bank on Sept 17, 2022. — AFP

News in brief
Wife-beater in detention 
 
KUWAIT: The public prosecution decided to 
continue detaining a man accused of beating 
his wife on a public road. A video of the inci-
dent has been circulating on social media, 
showing the Kuwaiti man viciously beating his 
wife, insulting her and damaging her car. 
Investigations revealed the man assaulted his 
wife because she started working without his 
permission, despite warning her.

Lebanon busts drug shipment 
 
LEBANON: Joint cooperation and coordina-
tion between the Kuwaiti and Lebanese interior 
ministries resulted in the seizure of one million 
Captagon pills before they were smuggled to 
Kuwait. Lebanon’s Interior Minister Bassam 
Mawlawi announced on Saturday that authori-
ties confiscated over one million Captagon pills 
hidden in a shipment of grapes at Beirut Port 
that was headed to Kuwait via Sudan. 

Kuwait bans egg exports 
 
KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Fahad Al-Shuraian issued a decision to ban the 
export of fresh eggs from Oct 1, 2022 until May 
31, 2023. Licensed farms and production com-
panies can obtain exemptions by obtaining a 
special license from the ministry for each ship-
ment, or when prices and quantities of eggs 
stabilize in local markets.

14 dead in Jordan bldg collapse 
 
AMMAN: A final body of a woman was pulled 
from the wreckage of a collapsed building in 
Jordan’s capital on Saturday as search efforts 
ended after four days, taking the total number 
killed to 14. A massive rescue operation began 
when the four-storey residential building top-
pled over on Tuesday in Jabal al-Weibdeh, one 
of Amman’s oldest neighborhoods. Jordan’s 
public prosecutor has ordered the arrest of the 
building manager as well as two other people 
involved in renovation work. — AFP 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: A number of candidates welcomed an 
announcement by the interior ministry that it had 
stormed a house where a candidate was organizing 
vote-buying in the second constituency. The min-

istry said in a statement that it had arrested an 
unspecified number of people and confiscated large 
amounts of money that were being prepared to be 
distributed to voters to secure their votes. 

The ministry statement gave no details on the 
name of the candidate, but local media said he is a 
former MP bidding for re-election from the con-
stituency. Opposition MPs and political groups had 
repeatedly charged that many corrupt lawmakers 
had won their seats through bribing voters and had 
also accused authorities of not taking strong meas-
ures against violators. The government had earlier 
stormed a house where people were organizing 
outlawed tribal primaries and arrested over a 100 

people and referred them to court. 
Candidate Thamer Al-Abdali, contesting in the 

fourth constituency, thanked the interior ministry for 
busting the voting-buying incident and urged 
authorities to intensify their crackdown on this ille-
gal phenomenon. Former MP Ahmad Al-Azemi, bid-
ding for re-election in the fifth constituency, said 
vote-buying phenomenon spread in various elec-
toral constituencies in a way that is threatening the 
fairness of the election on Sept 29. He added the 
illegal practice has in the past helped many corrupt 
people win seats in the Assembly. Former MP 
Abdullah Al-Mudhaf, running in the first 
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Candidates welcome 
arrest of candidate 
over vote-buying

BEIRUT: A reporter looks on as people chant slogans next to security forces 
standing guard outside a bank held up by a depositor in the Ramlet al-Bayda 
area of the capital on Sept 16, 2022.  — AFP

DUBAI: Sunbeds are lined up on a floating platform at a beach on Sept 15, 2022. — AFP

BEIRUT: Five Lebanese banks were 
stormed Friday by depositors seeking 
to unlock frozen savings, the latest in 
a string of such “heists” that have gar-
nered wide public support in the cri-
sis-hit country. Lebanon has been 
mired in an economic crisis for more 
than two years, since the value of its 
currency began plummeting and 
banks started imposing draconian 
restrictions on withdrawals. 

In the past week, seven bank 

branches have been targeted by 
“depositor heists”, prompting lenders 
to announce a three-day closure 
starting Monday, according to the 
Association of Banks in Lebanon. As 
the incidents snowballed on Friday, 
Interior Minister Bassam Mawlawi 
called an emergency meeting in the 
afternoon. “Reclaiming rights in this 
way... can break the system and make 
the rest of the depositors lose their 
rights,” he told reporters after the 
meeting. 

Public Prosecutor Ghassan 
Oueidat urged police to arrest all 
those involved in the heists, describ-
ing them as “armed robberies on 
banks with the aim of stopping the 
banking sector in Lebanon from 
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‘Heists’ abound 
as Lebanese 
demand savings

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates 
did not qualify for the Qatar World 
Cup but it will be a winner anyway if 
an overspill of fans floods its hotels, 
restaurants and planes. With little 
investment the UAE, and in particular 
Dubai, stands to gain if, as expected, 
supporters opt to stay in the tourism 
hotspot instead of Gulf neighbor 
Qatar during the November-
December tournament. 

High accommodation prices in the 
Qatari capital Doha and Dubai’s more 
permissive environment - including a 
wider availability of alcohol - could 
entice fans, experts say. Budget airline 
flydubai will run at least 30 return 
flights a day to Doha, just an hour 
away, part of a daily airlift of 160 
shuttle services from cities in the 
resource-rich Gulf. 

Dubai “has relatively relaxed social 
standards with respect to certain 
aspects of culture, such as alcohol 
consumption and clothing codes”, 
said James Swanston, a Middle East 
and North Africa economist at Capital 
Economics. Any economic windfall, 
and reflected glory from the first 
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World Cup a 
money-spinner 
for Dubai


