
SAMARKAND, Uzbekistan: Russian
President Vladimir Putin and Chinese leader
Xi Jinping looked to rally Asian leaders behind
a new “international order” as they met Friday
for a summit aimed at challenging Western
influence. But cracks in summit solidarity
quickly appeared, with India’s prime minister
telling Putin it was “not the time” for the con-
flict in Ukraine. Adding to the tension, the
forces of two countries-Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan-engaged in fierce border clashes
while their leaders were in attendance.
Washington said remarks from Putin at the
summit on addressing “concerns” about
Ukraine from China and India increased pres-
sure on Russia to end its military offensive.

The meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) in ex-Soviet Uzbekistan
brought Putin and Xi together with the leaders
of SCO members India, Pakistan, and four
Central Asian nations, as well as the presidents
of Iran and Turkey.

Putin and Xi met on Thursday for their first
face-to-face talks since Russia sent troops
into Ukraine in February, and on the Chinese
leader’s first trip abroad since the early days of
the coronavirus pandemic. The summit was

put forward by the Kremlin as an alternative to
“Western-centric organisations”, at a time of
increasing pressure on Moscow over Ukraine
and growing anger in Beijing over US support
for Taiwan.

Xi told the gathered leaders it was time
to reshape the international system and
“abandon zero-sum games and bloc poli-
tics”. They should “work together to pro-
mote the development of the international
order in a more just and rational direction,”
Xi told a joint session.

‘New centres of power’ 
Putin hailed the increasing influence of

countries outside the West, slamming what he

called “instruments of protectionism, illegal
sanctions and economic selfishness”. “The
growing role of new centres of power who
cooperate with each other... is becoming more
and more clear,” Putin said.

The summit has been Putin’s first major
international outing since Moscow sent troops
into Ukraine in February, sparking a conflict
that has left thousands dead and seen Russia
hit with waves of economic sanctions.

All did not go smoothly for the Russian
leader. In their talks, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi told Putin: “Excellency, I know
today’s time is not a time for war.” Putin told
Modi he knew of India’s “concerns” about the
conflict, echoing language he had used with Xi
the day before.

“We will do our best to end this as soon as
possible,” Putin said, while accusing Kyiv of
rejecting negotiations.

“I think what you’re hearing from China,
from India, is reflective of concerns around
the world about the effects of Russia’s
aggression on Ukraine,” US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said in Washington. “I
think it increases the pressure on Russia to
end the aggression.”—AFP
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Putin hails increasing influence of countries outside the West

SAMARKAND, Uzbekistan: Participants attend the meeting in an expanded format at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) leaders’ summit in Samarkand. — AFP

Putin, Xi call for shake-up of world order

‘We will do 
our best to end

this as soon 
as possible’

Ukraine finds 
hundreds of 
bodies in graves
IZYUM, Ukraine: Western leaders voiced
revulsion and outrage after Ukraine found a
mass grave outside the formerly Russian-
occupied city of Izyum and said that almost
all of the exhumed bodies showed signs of
torture.

Officials counted 450 hastily dug graves,
some marked by rough wooden crosses at
the site in a pine forest only recently recap-
tured by Ukrainian fighters. “Among the bod-
ies that were exhumed today, 99 percent
showed signs of violent death,” Oleg
Synegubov, head of Kharkiv regional admin-
istration, said on social media.

“There are several bodies with their
hands tied behind their backs, and one per-
son is buried with a rope around his neck,”
he added. “Russia leaves only death and suf-
fering. Murderers. Torturers,” said Ukraine’s
President Volodymyr Zelensky. Some of the

remains exhumed included children and peo-
ple who were likely tortured before dying, he
added. The European Union is “deeply
shocked” at the newest discovery of a mass
grave left by the Russians in the nearly sev-
en-month-old war, said the bloc’s foreign
policy chief Josep Borrell. “This inhuman
behaviour by the Russian forces, in total dis-
regard of international humanitarian law and
the Geneva conventions, must stop immedi-
ately,” he said in a statement.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said
that the graves likely provided more evi-
dence that Russia is committing war crimes
in its pro-Western neighbor, and French
President Emmanuel Macron said what hap-
pened in Izyum were atrocities.

“I condemn in the strongest terms the
atrocities committed in Izyum, Ukraine,
under Russian occupation,” Macron tweeted.
Those responsible “will have to answer for
their acts. There is no peace without justice,”
he added.

Putin sticks to his guns 
The discovery added to the pressure on

Russian President Vladimir Putin, after his
forces were driven into retreat in Kharkiv
and are under heavy pressure from

Ukrainian troops ion Donetsk and Kherson.
Putin, at a regional summit in Uzbekistan,
was told by Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that now was “not a time for war”.

The discovery also came a day after Putin
admitted that China, whose leader Xi Jinping
was also attending the summit, had
expressed “concerns” about the situation in
Ukraine, which Russian forces invaded on
February 24.

“I think what you’re hearing from China,
from India, is reflective of concerns around
the world about the effects of Russia’s
aggression on Ukraine,” Blinken said in
Washington. But Putin remained steadfast,
despite strong evidence that his forces
incurred heavy losses in the Ukraine coun-
teroffensive this month, and as Washington
announced another $600 million in arms and
ammunition for Kyiv.

“The plan is not subject to adjustment,”
Putin said. “Our offensive operations in
Donbas itself do not stop. They are going at
a slow pace... the Russian army is occupying
newer and newer territories.” Putin said the
main goal of the campaign was “the libera-
tion of the entire territory of Donbas.”

He accused Ukrainian forces of attempts
to carry out “terrorist acts” and damage
Russian civilian infrastructure. “We are really
quite restrained in our response to this, for
the time being,” Putin said. “If the situation
continues to develop in this way, the
response will be more serious.”

UN speech 
As the investigation into the Izyum mass

grave opened, the United Nations overcame
Russian opposition and voted to allow
Zelensky to address next week’s General
Assembly by video. Of the 193 member
states, 101 voted in favor of allowing
Zelensky to “present a pre-recorded state-
ment” instead of in-person as usually
required.

Seven members voted against the pro-
posal, including Russia, and 19 abstained.
“We deeply regret that Russia’s war does not
allow our president to participate in person,”
said Ukraine’s ambassador to the UN, Sergiy
Kyslytsya.—AFP

INITED NATIONS: The UN General
Assembly is back in person after the
pandemic disruption but in a world as
full of crises as ever, with the war in
Ukraine set to pit the West against
Russia. Some 150 world leaders will
descend on New York for a week of
diplomacy, with all required to come in
person to speak save one-Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelensky, granted
an exception as he leads the fight
against Russian invaders.

UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, speaking ahead of the summit
that formally begins Tuesday, said that
the world’s divisions “are the widest
they have been since at least the Cold
War.” “Our world is blighted by war,
battered by climate chaos, scarred by
hate and shamed by poverty, hunger
and inequality,” Guterres said.

“As fractures deepen and trust
evaporates, we need to come together
around solutions.” For the two previous
years, the annual meeting that jams
traffic through Midtown Manhattan
had been a more subdued affair with
leaders allowed to send in videos.

The General Assembly voted Friday
to let Zelensky speak by video. Seven
nations voted against including Russia,
saying that the right should be extend-
ed to all leaders, with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, as well as Chinese
President Xi Jinping, not planning to
travel to New York.

Several US adversaries are expect-
ed, however, including Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi and
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro,
defying loud protests from their oppo-
nents in the United States.

Richard Gowan, who follows the
United Nations for the International
Crisis Group, said that Zelensky’s
speech will “get 1,000 times more
attention than most in-person speech-
es by other leaders.” “But Zelensky
has to be careful. A lot of non-
Western politicians are resentful of
the West’s focus on Ukraine and worry
that the war is distracting international
attention from issues like the global
food crisis,” he said.

The US ambassador to the United
Nations, Linda Thomas-Greenfield,
acknowledged the concerns, saying
that despite discussions on Ukraine, “it
will not be the only thing that we’re
dealing with.” “We cannot ignore the
rest of the world and what is happening
in the rest of the world, the impact of
climate change, the impact of the pan-
demic, conflicts elsewhere in the
world,” she said.—AFP
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KYIV, Ukraine: Ukrainian servicemen carry the coffin (C) of volunteer soldier Oleksandr
Shapoval, a ballet dancer soloist of the Ukrainian National Opera who died during combat
against Russian troops in Donetsk region. — AFP


