
WASHINGTON, United States: The US Justice
Department on Friday appealed in part a judge’s deci-
sion to halt the review of seized documents from for-
mer president Donald Trump’s Florida estate, asking to
continue its investigation of those materials marked as
classified. Federal investigators have been blocked
since last week from reviewing thousands of docu-
ments taken by the FBI from Trump’s seaside mansion,
after a judge sided with the former president and
decided to appoint an independent arbiter to sort
through the files.

The Justice Department, in its filing Friday evening,
argued that Judge Aileen Cannon “fundamentally erred
in appointing a special master and granting injunctive
relief,” but would limit its appeal to just the “roughly
100 records bearing classification markings,” recov-
ered from Trump’s estate.

Delaying the review of the classified documents,
which it argues are government property, “impedes the
government’s efforts to protect the Nation’s security,”
the Justice Department said. “It also irreparably harms

the government by enjoining critical steps of an ongo-
ing criminal investigation and needlessly compelling
disclosure of highly sensitive records, including to
Plaintiff ’s counsel,” the filing added, referring to
Trump’s lawyers.

Trump is facing mounting legal pressure, with the
Justice Department saying top-secret documents were
“likely concealed” to obstruct an FBI probe into his
potential mishandling of classified materials.

He has denied all wrongdoing, and said the raid on

his mansion was “one of the most egregious assaults
on democracy in the history of our country,” while
making it a major talking point at his political rallies.

The appeal will be heard first by a three-judge pan-
el on the 11th Circuit, but could ultimately wind up at
the Supreme Court. On Thursday, Judge Cannon
appointed Raymond Dearie to review the files, as the
so-called special master.

The 78-year-old senior federal judge in New York
was one of two people proposed by Trump’s legal
team. Dearie issued an order on Friday for Trump’s
lawyers and the Justice Department counsel to meet
with him in New York early next week.

Agenda items for the Tuesday meeting are to be
submitted by either side by the close of business on
Monday, Dearie ordered. In addition to the documents
probe, Trump faces investigations in New York into his
business practices, as well as legal scrutiny over his
efforts to overturn results of the 2020 election, and for
the January 6, 2021, attack on the US Capitol by his
supporters. —AFP
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News in brief
Panama charges ex-presidents 

PANAMA CITY: Panamanian prosecutors have
charged former presidents Ricardo Martinelli and
Juan Carlos Varela with laundering money from con-
struction giant Odebrecht, after the company admit-
ted paying bribes in the country. The two men, who
collectively led Panama between 2009 and 2019,
were not present at a court hearing on Friday.
Prosecutors accused the pair of using front compa-
nies and foreign bank accounts to receive funds from
Odebrecht between 2008 and 2014. About 50 other
people are implicated in the charges, including sever-
al former ministers, prosecutors said. In 2016,
Odebrecht pled guilty in a Brooklyn court to paying
more than $788 million in bribes to government offi-
cials and political parties, mainly in Latin America, to
win infrastructure contracts. 

Colombian woman killed

SOFIA: A Colombian woman was killed and six for-
eigners, including two children, were injured in a fire
that erupted early Saturday in a hotel in downtown
Sofia, authorities said. The fire started on the third
floor of a hotel with 70 rooms which was fully occu-
pied and all the guests were foreigners, Sofia fire
department deputy chief Lyubomir Barov told the
public BNR radio. “A woman died, two elderly men
were hospitalised and  two children-aged one year
and seven months and 12 years-were admitted to
hospital as a precautionary measure,” he said. BNR
cited hospital sources as saying that a 21-year-old
woman and a 32-year-old man were also in hospital
after inhaling fumes. 

BINH DUONG, Vietnam: Photo shows firefighters and onlookers at the scene of a deadly fire that engulfed a karaoke bar in
Binh Duong province, north of Ho Chi Minh City. — AFP
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Antiguans mull 
cutting ties with 
British monarchy
ST. JOHN’S, Antigua and Barbuda: Republican
movements may be gaining steam in British realms
across the globe, but in the tiny Caribbean paradise
of Antigua and Barbuda, residents have decidedly
mixed feelings about their leaders’ push to break that
final link.

Days after the death of Queen Elizabeth II, Antigua
and Barbuda became the first of the 14 remaining
realms now ruled over by her son, Charles, to openly
float the idea of replacing the British monarch as its
head of state. Doing so would not be “an act of hostili-
ty” but “the final step to complete the circle of inde-
pendence,” Prime Minister Gaston Browne told British
broadcaster ITV news, saying that he hopes to hold a
referendum on the matter within the next three years.

Whether his people want to take that step is an
open question, admitted Browne’s chief of staff Lionel
Hurst during an interview at the prime minister’s office
overlooking the port capital of St John’s in the coun-
try’s main island, Antigua.

“We’re not sure yet,” he said Friday. If Browne wins
the next general election, which must be held by 2023,
the years before any referendum would be spent “sell-
ing the idea” to Antiguans and Barbudans.

On St John’s busy Market Street, most residents
agreed the idea would need to be sold. “I think we

should stay with the crown. This country cannot man-
age on its own,” 53-year-old Leonie Barker told AFP
after buying groceries ahead of Tropical Storm Fiona,
due to brush past the island Friday night. Others said
that it was too early to take a stand. Education and
engagement on the idea are needed, 58-year-old Peter
Thomas said. “I think we have reached a stage in life
(where) we would like to be on our own, but are we
ready? That’s the next story,” he said.

Fashion designer and singer Kelly Richardson also
said islanders needed more information, adding that he
did not think it was “a bad idea.” “I’m open to
changes,” he told AFP from behind dark sunglasses.

Some could see potential on both sides. Antigua has
already come far since independence in 1981, local
cameraman JC Cornelius argued, so when it comes to
removing the queen as head of state-”why not?”

But then again, he added, “unity and one love is
really key. So, being with the queen... I mean, why
not?” The matter, he said, would require “some nice
diligent consideration.”

‘Less than independence’ 
Browne’s hoped-for referendum would come nearly

400 years after Britain first colonized Antigua in 1632,
followed by neighboring Barbuda in 1678. Settlers
began growing sugar on the islands-but with
Indigenous Caribbean people dying by the thousands
across the region, they imported African slaves to tend
the profitable crop.

Emancipation finally came in 1833, and many of
Antigua and Barbuda’s 97,000 people today are the
descendants of slaves. The country, whose economy is
now heavily dependent on tourism, has been an inde-
pendent nation for more than four decades-but, argues
government spokesman Hurst, it’s a funny kind of inde-
pendence.

“The monarchy is in England, we don’t deceive our-
selves,” he told AFP. “It’s kind of less than independ-
ence when your head of state is determined not by
you, but by a tradition that lies 6,000 miles away.”

Any control Britain exerts is mostly procedural,
however, he said-and breaking away from that is
“symbolic.” “In large part it will have a psychological
impact on the people of Antigua and Barbuda, that is
its primary purpose,” he said.

Whether the younger generations are as impacted
by the wounds of the past, however, also appears to be
a question of some debate. Generation Z’s biggest
concern is not the nation’s psyche but development,
19-year-old student Kemani Sinclair told AFP, gestur-
ing at the colorful buildings around the center of St
John’s-some of which have fallen into disrepair.

The process of holding a referendum on removing
the British monarchy would be a costly waste of mon-
ey that could be spent elsewhere, he argued. “I truly
believe Antigua shouldn’t become a republic. It’s just
not ready,” Sinclair said. — AFP

WASHINGTON, United States: In this photo illustration,
Donald Trump’s TRUTH Social account is seen on a
mobile device with an image of former US president
Donald Trump in the background in Washington.— AFP

LONDON, United Kingdom: Prime Minister of Antigua
and Barbuda Gaston Browne, signs a book of condo-
lence at Lancaster House, in London on September 17,
2022 following the death of Queen Elizabeth II on
September 8. — AFP

Owner of Vietnam 
bar arrested after 
blaze kills 32
HANOI: Vietnamese authorities have arrested the
owner of a karaoke bar where a fire killed 32 people
earlier this month, police said Saturday. The blaze
ripped through a three-storey entertainment venue
nine days ago in a dense residential neighbourhood of
Thuan An city, north of commercial hub Ho Chi Minh
City. It trapped customers and staff as smoke filled the
staircase and blocked the emergency exit. Seventeen
people were injured, with many suffering broken
bones after the flames forced them to jump from the
roof, police said.

Binh Duong provincial police on Saturday con-
firmed in a statement that bar owner Le Anh Xuan, 42,
was arrested a day earlier and would face criminal
charges related to breaching fire prevention regula-
tions. He will be held in custody for four months while
the investigation continues, police added. While 15 of
the injured have been released from hospital, two of
the most seriously hurt are still receiving medical
treatment.

The bodies of the 32 people killed have been hand-
ed over to their families. Firefighters initially struggled
to enter the building because of the fire’s intensity and
had to knock down part of a wall to get inside.

Sixty people were inside the 30-room bar when the
fire erupted and eight people were found dead in the
bar’s toilet. In the aftermath of the tragedy survivors
described their harrowing escape from the blaze.

“We thought we would die,” karaoke parlour
worker Do Thanh Tu told state media. Authorities ini-
tially blamed an electrical short circuit for the blaze
but said the bar had met all fire safety standards in
checks over the past three years. Police partly blamed
drunken singers. “They were drunk. So when the staff
at the karaoke bar informed them about the fire...
people in some karaoke rooms didn’t listen,” provin-
cial police chief Trinh Ngoc Quyen said during a
press conference.

In what was previously Vietnam’s deadliest fire, 13
people died in a 2018 blaze in an apartment complex in
Ho Chi Minh City. In 2016, a fire at a karaoke facility in
the capital Hanoi left 13 people dead, prompting a
country-wide assessment of fire prevention measures
at bars and clubs.

Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh has
ordered a further inspection of high-risk venues, espe-
cially karaoke bars. Last month, three firefighters died
after trying to extinguish a fire at another karaoke bar
in Hanoi. — AFP

Climate takes backseat 
in Italy vote despite 
extreme events
ANCONA, Italy: From parched rivers to a glacier col-
lapse and this week’s deadly storms, Italy has suffered
numerous climate events this year-but many politicians
pay the subject little more than lip service. Desperate
to see some firm commitments ahead of September 25
elections, climate activists staged a sit-in at the Rome
offices of frontrunner Giorgia Meloni earlier this
month. They demanded a public meeting with the far-
right leader, but police carted them off the premises.
Concern over the spiralling cost of living has drowned
out the debate over how to tackle the devastation
caused by global warming.

The war in Ukraine has put the risk to energy sup-
plies centre stage in a country heavily reliant on
Russian gas. That has prompted a fresh drive for
renewables-but also an increase in production in coal-
fired plants. Michele Giuli, a member of the Last
Generation movement that stormed Meloni’s office,
said deadly floods in central Italy this week had to
refocus thinking. Many have linked the extreme weath-
er event to climate change, including Prime Minister
Mario Draghi.

“People have died...,” he told AFP. “This must make
us reflect. “What do we want to do with our lives,
while the Italian state does nothing to reduce emis-
sions and avoid tens of thousands of similar deaths in
the next few years?”

Violence of climate events 
This summer’s drought, the worst in 70 years,

drained the Po River, the peninsula’s largest water
reservoir and a crucial resource for Italy’s agricultural

sector. And then the rains came, hitting land as hard as
concrete. Five times the number of storms, hurricanes
and floods lashed the country compared to 10 sum-
mers ago, according to the agricultural association
Coldiretti.

In August, Italian scientists wrote an open letter to
politicians, urging them to put the emergency first. But
an analysis published this week by Greenpeace found
that less than 0.5 percent of political leaders’ state-
ments on the main TV news programmes covered the
climate crisis. This summer in Italy “will be sadly
remembered for the frequency and the violence of cli-
mate events... yet this dramatic emergency does not
seem to affect many of the political leaders seeking to
lead the country,” said Giuseppe Onufrio, executive
director of Greenpeace Italy.

But it has been worse. Election experts at Luiss uni-
versity in Rome note that some parties never used to
mention the environment at all.

Manifestos ‘weak on detail’ 
The widespread inclusion of green policies is actu-

ally “one of the novelties of this electoral campaign”,
the CISE electoral studies unit said in a commentary
last week. This reflects the growing interest among the
public, with 80 percent of respondents they surveyed
agreeing that the fight against climate change should
be a priority for Italy.

“At least climate change is addressed, or at least
mentioned, in all of (the manifestos), though many are
weak on detail,” said Piera Patrizio, senior researcher
at the Centre for Environmental Policy at Imperial
College London. Italy had vowed to close its coal-fired
plants by 2025, a goal it intends to keep despite the
short-term measures to tackle the shortage of gas this
winter. Meloni’s right-wing alliance pledges to invest
in renewable energies and waste-to-energy plants, as
well as domestic production of natural gas, and the
installation of regasification plants.—AFP

PIANELLO, Italy: Italy’s Prime Minister Mario Draghi (L) and Ostra Mayor Federica Fanesi (2nd-L) visit the flood-hit town of
pianello on September 16, 2022, following an overnight heavy rainfall. — AFP


