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Eight Namibian cheetahs were on
Friday airlifted to India, part of an
ambitious project to reintroduce the

big cats after they were driven to extinc-
tion there decades ago, officials and vets
said. The wild cheetahs were moved by
road from a game park north of the
Namibian capital Windhoek to board a
chartered Boeing 747 dubbed “Cat plane”
for an 11-hour flight. They will be person-
ally welcomed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday, his 72nd
birthday. He will swing open the gates of
Kuno National Park, a new sanctuary cre-
ated for the cats, 320 kilometers (200
miles) south of Delhi.

The 750-square-kilometre (290-
square-mile) protected park was selected
as a home because of its abundant prey
and grasslands. The project is the world’s
first inter-continental translocation of
cheetahs, the world’s fastest land animal,
according to the Indian high commission-
er to Namibia, Prashant Agrawal. “This is
historic, global first. Game-changing,” he
told AFP. “We are all the more excited
because it is happening in the 75th year
of Indian independence”. Critics have
warned that the Namibian cheetahs may
struggle to adapt to the Indian habitat and
may clash with the significant number of
leopards already present. But organizers
are unfazed.

“Cheetahs are very adaptable and
(I’m) assuming that they will adapt well
into this environment. So I don’t have a
lot of worries,” said Dr Laurie Marker,
founder of the Namibia-based charity
Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF),
which has been central to the project
logistics. The project has been in the
making for more than a decade. Initial
discussion started in the 1990s, she
told AFP.

India was once home to the Asiatic
cheetah but it was declared extinct there
by 1952. The critically endangered sub-
species, which once roamed across the

Middle East, Central Asia and India, are
now only found, in very small numbers, in
Iran. New Delhi has since 2020 been
working to reintroduce the animals after
the Supreme Court announced that
African cheetahs, a different subspecies,
could be settled in a “carefully chosen
location” on an experimental basis. The
five females and three males, aged
between two and five and a half, will each
be fitted with a satellite collar. They are a
donation from the government of
Namibia, one of a tiny handful of coun-
tries in Africa where the magnificent crea-
ture survives in the wild.

Negotiations are ongoing for similar
translocation from South Africa, a govern-
ment official told AFP on Friday, with vets
suggesting 12 cats could be moved.
Cheetahs became extinct in India primari-
ly because of habitat loss and hunting for
their distinctive spotted coats. An Indian
prince, the Maharaja Ramanuj Pratap
Singh Deo, is widely believed to have
killed the last three recorded cheetahs in
India in the late 1940s. One of the oldest
of the big cat species, with ancestors dat-
ing back about 8.5 million years, chee-
tahs once roamed widely throughout Asia
and Africa in great numbers, said CCF.

But today only around 7,000 remain,
primarily in the African savannas. The
cheetah is listed globally as “Vulnerable”
on the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List
of Threatened Species. In North Africa
and Asia it is “Critically Endangered”.
Their survival is threatened primarily by
dwindling natural habitat and loss of prey
due to human hunting, the development
of land for other purposes and climate
change.—AFP

Cardi B pleads
guilty to two
charges in strip
club brawl case

Cardi B on Thursday pleaded
gui l ty to two misdemeanor
charges in New York court ,

avoiding jail time in a deal that closes
a years-long case alleging her involve-
ment in a strip club brawl. On August
29, 2018, Cardi B was in the Angels
Strip Club in Queens when her group
reportedly lobbed bottles, chairs and a
hookah pipe, which police said bruised
a female employee’s legs. Cardi B
allegedly ordered an attack on two sis-
ters working at the club because one
of them slept with her husband, the
rapper Offset.

The superstar rapper’s admission of
guilt to assault and reckless endanger-
ment allows the mother of two to avoid
a trial and potential jail time. The 10
other charges she faced were dis-
missed. The art ist  born Belcal is
Almanzar strode into the courthouse in

Queens in a fitted white dress with
matching Louboutins and her signature
extra-long nail extensions.

The two misdemeanors will be con-
ditionally discharged as soon as Cardi
B completes 15 days of community
service. She must also pay court fees,
and stay away from the two women
who made the accusations for three
years. Returning to her luxury SUV fol-
lowing the proceedings, the rapper,
asked how she was feeling, quipped to
reporters that “I’m feeling like I look

good.” Later in the afternoon she post-
ed upbeat Instagram stories from the
annual Feast of San Gennaro festival
in Manhattan’s Little Italy.

‘Move on’ 
The swift denouement followed four

years of back-and-forth between her
legal team and state prosecutors, pro-
ceedings drawn out, like so many court
cases, by the pandemic. She risked a far
more serious fate. Initially facing only
misdemeanor charges, the Bronx rapper
rejected an initial plea deal from the
Queens district attorney’s office. Then in
June 2019 a grand jury indicted Cardi B
on charges including two felonies. If con-
victed, she faced jail time.

The rapper invited Drew Findling-the
so-called #BillionDollarLawyer who has
made a name for himself representing
hip-hop stars in Georgia, and more
recently was hired by Donald Trump to
represent him in an election interference
probe-to join her legal team. On
Thursday Findling was all smiles, sport-
ing his signature Wayfarer sunglasses
as he let reporters know he was wearing
an Armani suit with Versace shoes.

“She’ll be able to move on,” he said of
Cardi. “There are too many things that
she has planned for her family, for her
career, and for the community, and she
just felt quite honestly that a three-week
jury trial was going to be a distraction
from the things that we felt were most
important.” Asked about the lengthy legal
process, his fellow attorney Jeff Kern told
reporters “it’s like anything else in life.”
“Like doing your term paper in college,
you get it done at the last minute,” he
said. “Nature of the situation, nature of
the beast.” Cardi B must complete the
community service by January 2023 or
face jail time. Raised in the Bronx by a
Dominican father and Trinidadian mother,
Cardi B’s meteoric rise began on social
media during her days as a stripper,
which she alludes to in her breakout
smash “Bodak Yellow.”—AFP 

Kanye West ends
Gap partnership,
aims to open 
own boutiques

Kanye West and retail brand
Gap announced an end to
their partnership on Thursday,

with the artist now known as Ye say-
ing he plans to open his own stores.
“GAP left Ye no choice but to termi-
nate their collaboration agreement
because of GAP’s substantial non-
compliance,” wrote the artist’s
lawyer, Nicholas Gravante, in a let-
ter, elements of which were seen by
AFP. The rapper, producer, fashion
designer and mercurial personality
inked a much-touted deal with Gap
in 2020, with plans to marry the
struggling retailer’s clothing classics
with West’s Yeezy designs.

In a letter to employees on
Thursday, a copy of which was
obtained by AFP, Gap brand CEO
Mark Breitbard said that manage-
ment had decided to “wind down
the partnership” with West. “While
we share a vision of bringing high-
quality, trend-forward, utilitarian
design to all people... how we work
together to deliver this vision is not
aligned,” he said.—AFP

Michael Jordan
‘Last Dance’ 
jersey sells for
$10.1 million

Ajersey worn by basketball legend
Michael Jordan during Game 1 of
the 1998 NBA Finals, his last title

victory, sold for a record $10.1 million
Thursday, Sotheby’s said. The iconic red
Chicago Bulls jersey, with Jordan’s num-
ber 23 on the back, went for the highest
amount of any game-worn sports memo-
rabilia ever, the auction house said, and
set a new record for a basketball jersey
at auction. The final sum was twice
Sotheby’s high estimate, and the jersey
drew a total of 20 bids.

The Jordan swag beat a record set in
May for the most expensive sports mem-

orabilia ever sold, which had been Diego
Maradona’s “Hand of God” jersey. The
previous record for a game-worn basket-
ball jersey was for one autographed by
Kobe Bryant, who wore it in 1996-97.
That piece of NBA memorabilia went for
$3.7 million, according to Sotheby’s. The
Jordan jersey is only the second worn by
the star during his six championships to
be sold at auction. It is also the most
expensive item of Michael Jordan sports
memorabilia to be sold. The previous
record was for $2.7 million, notched by
an autographed relic card from 1997-98.

Most of Jordan’s NBA Finals jerseys
remain in private hands, according to
Sotheby’s, although he has donated one
to the Smithsonian National Museum of
African American History and Culture.
Jordan, now 59, spent the bulk of his
basketball career with the Bulls, with
whom he won all six of his titles, but
came out of retirement in 2001 to play
two seasons with the Washington
Wizards.—AFP

Beckham queues
through the night to
see queen’s coffin

Former England football captain David
Beckham said it was “very emotion-
al” to pay his last respects to Queen

Elizabeth II on Friday after he queued for
hours through the night to file past her
coffin. The ex-Manchester United and
Real Madrid star stood among the tens of
thousands of people snaking through
London towards Westminster Hall to say
farewell to Britain’s longest-serving
monarch. Queen Elizabeth’s death has
triggered an outpouring of emotion across
the nation, with people queueing for many
hours to pay their respects to the
monarch, who died on September 8 aged
96 after reigning for more than 70 years.

Her coffin is lying in state at
Westminster Hall ahead of her funeral on
Monday. The queue was temporarily
paused on Friday after a park at the end
of the line along the River Thames

reached capacity, the government said,
with expected queueing times now top-
ping 24 hours. Beckham, 47, was seen
wearing a dark suit and tie as he eventu-
ally filed past the late sovereign’s coffin.
He stood with his hands behind his back,
bowed his head towards the catafalque,
then bit his lip before leaving Westminster
Hall. “It’s very emotional, and the silence
and the feeling in the room is very hard to
explain,” the football icon told reporters
after filing past the coffin.

“We’re all there to say thanks to Her
Majesty for being kind, for being caring,
for being reassuring throughout the years.
“She’s been our queen and the legacy
that she has left is incredible. “To have led
the country the way she led our country,
for the amount of years that she did, with
the respect that she... has gained around
the world-not just in our own country-
speaks volumes.” Beckham was made an
officer of the Order of the British Empire in
2003 and received his medal in person
from Queen Elizabeth. Beckham said he
had turned up to queue at 2:00am, hoping
to dodge the main rush but had been
thwarted in his plan.—AFP

A handout photograph released by the UK Parliament shows former England football captain
David Beckham (third left) paying his respects as he passes the coffin of Queen Elizabeth II,
Lying in State inside Westminster Hall, at the Palace of Westminster in London.

US rapper and songwriter Cardi B arrives at
Queens County Criminal Court in New York.

US rapper and songwriter Cardi B (center) appears at Queens County Criminal Court in New
York. — AFP photos

This handout photograph shows India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi looking at a wild chee-
tah after it was released at Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh state. — AFP photos

This handout photograph shows a wild cheetah being released at Kuno National Park in
Madhya Pradesh state.

English former football player David Beckham leaves Westminster Hall, at the Palace of
Westminster, in London.

Michael Jordan’s game-worn 1998 NBA Finals ‘The Last Dance’ jersey, from game 1, is dis-
played during Sotheby’s ‘Invictus’ sales, in New York City. — AFP 


