
CHARLOTTE: The upstart Saudi-backed LIV Golf
Series pulling talent from the PGA Tour has diminished
next week’s Presidents Cup, shattering an Internationals
roster once considered a threat to the United States.
Instead, the global squad will field eight rookies against
an American lineup with 12 of the world’s 26 top-ranked
players when the biennial team matches begin Thursday
at Quail Hollow.

Former world number two Cam Smith of Australia, the
British Open winner, was chief among those defecting to
the controversial new tour, which offers record $25 mil-
lion purses but draws criticism due to the Saudis’ human
rights record. Chile’s Joaquin Niemann, Mexico’s
Abraham Ancer, South African Louis Oosthuizen and
Charl Schwartzel, Aussies Marc Leishman and Matt
Jones and India’s Anirban Lahiri were also among those
banned by the PGA for the Cup after leaving for LIV
Golf. “Is it disappointing? I’m not going to lie to you,
absolutely it’s disappointing,” Internationals captain
Trevor Immelman said. “Everybody knows we’ve had our
butts kicked, but that doesn’t mean we’ll come with any
less passion and compete to try and win.” The Americans
lead the all-time rivalry 11-1-1 and have never lost at
home, but a peak Internationals roster was considered a
contender after falling only 16-14 in 2019 at Melbourne in
the most recent Cup.

“It’s sad to see it, but I’m going to be supporting the
International team,” Niemann said. “I’ve got a lot of
friends there. Hopefully they beat the Americans.”
“Definitely going to miss it,” Lahiri said. “It’s something I
care about deeply and it’s unfortunate how things are, but

I wish them the best.” Leishman even questioned if it was
a “true” Internationals squad without the lost talent.
“Certainly disappointing on a few different levels, the
team missing out on Cam and Jaco, among others,”
Leishman said. “It’s going to hurt the product and I don’t
know if it’s a true International team.

“I guess you have to be in good standing with the
PGA Tour... but I don’t know if that’s the best thing for the

Presidents Cup going forward. If it was a true
International team, you could be playing on any tour.”
While LIV golfers’ status for next year’s Ryder Cup
remains in limbo, Bryson DeChambeau of the 2021 US
Ryder Cup winners is among US LIV players hoping for
another chance. “The team events are only hurting them-
selves by not allowing us to qualify through some capaci-
ty,” DeChambeau said. “It’s sad. I think down the road
that will change. (LIV Golf) will become something spe-
cial.” US captain Davis Love had sympathy for
Immelman, the event and the sport. “I feel bad for the
game of golf right now,” Love said. “I feel bad for all of us,
really. But Trevor has a job to do, and that’s to take 12
guys in there ready to play and he’s focused on that.

“It will be a great show once Thursday starts. This is a
big, big distraction away from what we really should be
talking about.” The Internationals’ roster includes a
record five Asian players - 2021 Masters champion
Hideki Matsuyama of Japan and South Koreans Im Sung-
jae, Kim Joo-hyung, Kim Si-woo and Lee Kyoung-hoon.
Australians Adam Scott and Cam Davis, Canada’s Corey
Conners and Taylor Pendrith, Chile’s Mito Pereira,
Colombia’s Sebastian Munoz and South African

Christiaan Bezuidenhout complete the lineup. 

‘Anxious times’ aplenty
PGA Tour commissioner Jay Monahan championed a

“next man up” philosophy for the event. “We’re in for a
remarkable Presidents Cup,” he said. “Both captains and
teams recognize that there’s a next-man-up philosophy. I
think the depth both teams have, both captains are very
comfortable with.” Immelman, who signed on in early
2020 for the job, wasn’t always comfortable. 

Meanwhile, standouts of the Saudi-backed LIV Golf
Series defended the upstart tour from new criticism
Thursday, while Bryson DeChambeau says he expects
eventual compromise with the US PGA Tour. The LIV
Golf Chicago Invitational tees off Friday at Rich Harvest
Farms in suburban Sugar Grove, Illinois, with 48 players
chasing a $4-million top prize from a $25-million purse in
the fifth event of the inaugural season.

LIV Golf has caused turmoil in the golf world by lur-
ing away many of the PGA Tour’s biggest names with
record prize money and fewer events, despite criticism
the series acts as cover for a dismal Saudi human rights
record. The latest rebuke came Thursday from US
Senator Dick Durban of Illinois, who tweeted his unhap-
piness at the event being hosted in his home state. 

“This weekend, a golf glove will try and cover a
blood-stained hand as the LIV golf tournament comes to
Chicago in the Saudi government’s continued, desperate
attempt to clean up its image,” Durban wrote. India’s
Anirban Lahiri, who left the PGA Tour earlier this month,
said LIV is doing good for the sport and host areas.

“We’re all just here to play golf,” Lahiri said. “What
people have witnessed in terms of the golf speaks for
itself. I’m not going to comment on anything political.
“There’s a lot of good happening, but no one is talking
about it.” Chile’s Joaquin Niemann defended his choice to
leave for LIV, saying, “Once I got here, I realized it was
the best decision I could have made.” DeChambeau, the
2020 US Open winner, said the continuing controversy
was “something that hopefully we’ll get figured out over
the course of time.”

PGA vs LIV
The PGA Tour has suspended players who jump to

LIV Golf indefinitely, with stars such as Rory McIlroy
and Tiger Woods saying they don’t want to see LIV play-
ers in PGA events. An antitrust lawsuit by LIV players
against the PGA is not set for trial until 2024. In the
meantime, DeChambeau sees a resolution between LIV
and the PGA eventually, even with both sides hardened in
their positions at the moment.

“In regards to the landscape of the game, it’s com-
pletely different now, and I think it’s ultimately for the
better,” DeChambeau said. “People will see that over the
course of time. It’s just going to take a little bit of time.”
DeChambeau said he wanted to see a LIV Series versus
PGA Tour event. “With the landscape and the way that
things are going, I hope one day we can come to a com-
promise. I would love nothing more than that,” he said. “It
would be fun to have what (American) football is doing...
a Super Bowl sort of thing.’ —AFP
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News in brief
Boucher takes IPL job

MUMBAI: Outgoing South Africa coach March
Boucher will lead the Mumbai Indians and
Australia’s Trevor Bayliss will take charge of the
Punjab Kings in the next Indian Premier League
season, the franchises said Friday. Boucher, 45, will
leave his current role once the Twenty20 World Cup
wraps up in November, despite having a year left on
his contract. He will replace Sri Lanka’s Mahela
Jayawardene as coach of Mumbai, the IPL’s most
successful franchise, when the cash-rich league
resumes next year. “Their history and achievements
as a franchise clearly put them up there as one of
the most successful sporting franchises in all of
world sport,” Boucher said in a statement. Mumbai,
owned by billionaire industrialist Akash Ambani,
have won five IPL crowns since the league’s incep-
tion in 2008, including three under Jayawardene.
But the team have disappointed in the past two sea-
sons, finishing last in the latest competition after los-
ing their first eight matches. 

Henseleit, Vu share lead

LOS ANGELES: Germany’s Esther Henseleit broke
out of her LPGA rut on Friday, carding an eight-
under par 64 to share the Portland Classic lead with
American Lilia Vu. Henseleit fired 10 birdies to build
a 36-hole total of 10-under par 134 at Columbia
Edgewater in Portland, Oregon. It was a welcome
change from the doldrums that had dogged her
since a tie for 12th in Thailand in March. “I had some
pretty rough bumps since Thailand, and it’s great to
see something coming your way,” the 23-year-old
said. “It just felt like nothing really came together.
“I’ve been working really hard and felt like every
part of my game has been improving, but couldn’t
really get the scores together. So yeah, just good
that today kind of happened and I didn’t have to
fight too hard for it.” Henseleit said some “easy
putts” helped her cause. “I had many chances, but
they were not gimmes,” she said. “I didn’t have a
tap-in birdie at all.”

Johnson grab 3-shot lead

CHICAGO: Two-time major winner Dustin Johnson
fired a nine-under par 63 to seize a three-stroke
lead after Friday’s opening round of the LIV Golf
Chicago Invitational. The 38-year-old American
enjoyed a bogey-free 18 holes to start the 54-hole
event at Rich Harvest Farms, with the winner set to
collect $4 million from a $25 million purse. “I struck
the ball really well,” Johnson said. “I hit it really
close. I holed a lot of putts inside 10 feet.”
Australia’s third-ranked Cameron Smith, who won
the British Open in July at St. Andrews, was second
on 66. “I was hitting good putts but they weren’t
going in,” Smith said. “At the end they started going
in. I hope I can keep it going.” American Matthew
Wolff was third on 67 with Sweden’s Henrik
Stenson, England’s Lee Westwood, American
Charles Howell and Australian Matt Jones sharing
fourth on 68. “It was a good day,” Howell said. 

Van Aert, Evenepoel lurk 

WOLLONGONG: Julian Alaphilippe faces a huge
test in Australia in his bid for a third consecutive
road race title at cycling’s world championships
after a chaotic build-up of crashes, injuries and
COVID. The Frenchman has missed much of the
year after sustaining serious injuries in a smash dur-
ing the Liege-Bastogne-Liege in April and then got
Covid on his return. The 30-year-old Quick-Step
rider was not fit for the Tour de France in July but
returned at the recent Vuelta a Espana - only to
crash out on stage 11, dislocating his shoulder. “He
has seen more hospitals than he has races,” French
team manager Patrick Lefevere said. In-form
Belgian pair Wout van Aert and Remco Evenepoel
are primed to take full advantage at the September
18-25 championships at the coastal city of
Wollongong, 80 kilometers south of Sydney. Van
Aert, 28, will be fresh for the men’s elite road race
which caps the championships after opting to skip
the individual time trial, despite coming second to
Italian ace Filippo Ganna in the past two seasons. 

Willett, Homa share lead

SAN FRANCISCO: Danny Willett, seeking his first
US victory since the 2016 Masters, fired a bogey-
free eight-under par 64 Friday to join defending
champion Max Homa atop the leaderboard in the
PGA Tour season opener. England’s Willett, whose
eight DP World Tour titles include the Alfred Dunhill
Links Championship last October, had eight birdies
and was delighted to tour the Silverado Resort &
Spa course without a bogey for the second straight
day. “Bogey-free is probably the most impressive,”
he said after joining Homa on 12-under par 132.
“We’ve not hit it amazing, we’ve hit it really good
and this place still kind of jumps up. “The rough is
hit and miss and with the greens being firm as they
are to go bogey-free is really good.” Willett got
things going with a 26-foot birdie putt at the second
hole. He left himself less than four feet for birdie at
the sixth, drained a nine-footer at the eighth and a
three-footer at the ninth. 

LIV Golf defections deliver 
a blow to Presidents Cup

As LIV draws more ire, DeChambeau sees compromise in time

SUGAR GROVE: Team Captain Dustin Johnson of 4 Aces GC plays his shot from the 18th hole during Day One of the LIV Golf
Invitational - Chicago at Rich Harvest Farms in Sugar Grove, Illinois. — AFP 

French cycling team
flies into storm 
WOLLONGONG: The French Cycling Federation on
Saturday defended its decision to pay for business
seats for male cyclists while its women’s team flew
economy on the long trip to the World Championships
in Australia. While the men’s team, including two-time
defending world champion Julian Alaphilippe, travelled
in comfort, the seven women riders as well as the rest
of the delegation including male and female competi-
tors entered in the junior events and the support staff,
were all in the back of the plane. 

The first report in a French newspaper provoked a
storm of protest on social media. Christophe Manin,
French cycling’s national technical director, told AFP
that flying the team to Australia “costs a lot of money.”
“Some countries, like Ireland, have decided not to par-
ticipate in the World Championships. We asked our-
selves if we should take all the categories, especially
the juniors. We did it.  “But we don’t have the means to
put everyone in business,” said Manin, who decided not
to make the trip himself to save money. 

He said the federation had based its decisions on
one main criterion: the ability to compete for medals -
and the men had better chances. “For the men, we’ve
been world champions for the last two years. We are
really going there to win, while we are more of an out-
sider in the girls’ competition”, he said.

“If we had the mountain bike world championships
in Australia with the same economic choice to make, we
would put the two girls in business and the boys in
economy”, he said, because French women riders
Pauline Ferrand-Prevot and Loana Lecomte have better
results than the men. Team manager Thomas Voeckler
travelled economy for the championships in
Wollongong outside Sydney.—AFP

LAS VEGAS: Austin Williams (left) and Kieron Conway of Great Britain (right) pose with Matchroom Sport Chairman Eddie Hearn
(center) during their ceremonial weigh-in at Toshiba Plaza on September 16, 2022 in Las Vegas, Nevada. — AFP 

Alvarez legacy 
on line in Triple 
G trilogy
LAS VEGAS: Saul “Canelo” Alvarez has been warned
that his legacy is in danger if Gennady Golovkin wins
the third fight of their epic trilogy in Las Vegas on
Saturday. The Mexican superstar is putting his super-
middleweight titles on the line against his bitter rival
from Kazakhstan knowing a second loss in succession
following his light-heavyweight defeat to Dmitry Bivol
earlier this year would be a disaster.

Promoter Eddie Hearn reckons Alvarez can’t afford
a second defeat on the spin, but the 32 year-old looked
in excellent shape during the weigh-in on Friday which
was attended by hundreds of his fans in the sweltering
Nevada heat. Alvarez tipped the scales at 167.4
pounds (75.93 kg) with Golovkin slightly heavier at
167.8 lbs.

The Matchroom promoter said: “If Canelo loses I
think he’s in a terrible position coming off back to back
defeats. He was pound for pound number one, all of a
sudden, you probably put him outside of the top 10 if
Golovkin wins. “It will be such an epic fight and victo-
ry that everyone will want to see it again.
(Golovkin)has already shared 24 rounds with Canelo.
He knows how to fight him. It’s not like he’s got to go in
and find out the best way to beat him on the night.”

Granite chins 
While Alvarez is the firm favorite with the book-

makers in Las Vegas, Golovkin, 40, should not be
underestimated and has a serious chance of aveng-
ing the only defeat of career which was administered
by Alvarez in the pair’s second fight back in 2018
which ended in a very tight points decision for the
Mexican.

“This is a trilogy fight between two of the modern
greats, two warriors desperate to win,” added Hearn,
who believes Golovkin is far better suited to the
super-middleweight class than trying to make 160lbs
for the division below where he holds three belts. “The
first two were tremendous fights. Both of them can’t
stand each other and have granite chins.

“They’re desperate to win. Both of them are bril-
liant, one is the undisputed champion, the other a uni-
fied middleweight world champion. I think when you
look back at the three fights, we’ll talk about them in
the future for sure.” Many are pointing to Golovkin’s
age as a potential barrier to victory, but the Kazakh
smiles at suggestions his career could be over if
Alvarez emerges victorious. “He thinks that he is in a
position to voice those accusations and say that he can
knock me out, that he can finish my career. Who is he
to start, finish anybody’s career,” Golovkin said.

“Maybe he just tries to, I don’t know, score some
points. But based on his age and his position, it’s not
up to him. If he wanted this fight back then, if he
thought that it’s personal, that fight should have hap-
pened immediately. Why was he waiting for four
years?” Despite the lengthy time gap, Golovkin said,
familiarity will make for a difficult fight.—AFP

SIENA: AlphaVinyl French rider Julian Alaphilippe (left) falls dur-
ing the 16th one-day classic cycling race Strade Bianche (White
Roads), 184 km between Siena and Siena, in Italy.— AFP 


