
WASHINGTON: Patrick Mahomes threw two
touchdown passes but it was fourth-quarter defen-
sive heroics that sparked the Kansas City Chiefs
over the Los Angeles Chargers 27-24 in an NFL
contest. Mahomes completed 24 of 35 passes for
235 yards without an interception while Clyde
Edwards-Helaire ran eight times for 74 yards in the
victory, which pushed the Chiefs to 2-0 on the sea-
son. “It was not pretty but big ups to our defense.
Young cats stepped up,” Mahomes said. “They
played a great game against a great quarterback.
“There are going to be games like this. Hopefully we
keep finding ways to win them.”

Justin Hebert completed 33 of 48 passes for 334
yards and three touchdowns for the Chargers but it
was his interception that proved pivotal as LA fell to
1-1. Kansas City rookie cornerback Jaylen Watson
intercepted a Herbert pass and returned the ball 99
yards for a touchdown to put the Chiefs ahead 24-17
with just over 10 minutes remaining. The Chiefs
denied Los Angeles just when it seemed the Chargers
were going to grab the lead and kept that momentum,
forcing two punts before Matt Ammendola added a
31-yard field goal for Kansas City.

Herbert, who had x-rays after the game following
a hard hit to the midsection, then drove the
Chargers downfield for another touchdown, flipping
a 7-yard touchdown pass to Joshua Palmer with 71
seconds remaining to pull LA within the final mar-
gin. But an onside kick attempt by the Chargers
failed and Kansas City ran out the final seconds.
“It’s a division rival so it’s huge,” Chiefs tight end
Travis Kelce said of the triumph. “We want to win
the division to get into the playoffs. Other than that
it’s 2-0. Off to a good start.”

Herbert threw a 15-yard touchdown pass to Mike
Williams in the third quarter but Mahomes
answered with a 41-yard touchdown throw to Justin

Watson and Ammendola’s 19-yard field goal to
open the fourth quarter lifted Kansas City level at
17-17. Mahomes threw a 9-yard touchdown pass to
Jerick McKinnon in the second quarter that lifted
the Chiefs within 10-7 at halftime. Herbert flipped a
1-yard touchdown pass to Zander Horvath on the
first play of the second quarter to give the Chargers
a 10-0 edge after Dustin Hopkins kicked a 31-yard
field goal for Los Angeles in the first quarter.

Brady in regular-season 
Tom Brady is 25-5 in regular-season games

against other NFL clubs since joining the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers, but the seven-time Super Bowl
champion is 0-4 against New Orleans. The 45-year-
old quarterback leads the Bucs into New Orleans to
face the Saints in one of only two Sunday contests
between teams that won their openers last week,
the other such matchup finding Miami at Baltimore.

Brady did manage a 30-20 playoff victory at
New Orleans on the way to a Super Bowl crown
with the Bucs in the 2020 campaign. But Brady has
found the Saints powerful regular-season foes, New
Orleans inflicting a 38-3 home defeat on Tampa Bay
in 2020, the most lopsided losing margin of Brady’s
career. “They don’t make a lot of mistakes,” Brady
said. “They make you earn everything. Every third
down is important. Every kicking situation is impor-
tant. Turnovers are important.

“It’s a lot of things that lead to winning and los-
ing and obviously we haven’t done a good job of
that in the regular season. We’re going to have to
play a lot better if we expect to win.” Tampa Bay
won 19-3 at Dallas last Sunday, but the Bucs settled
for field goals on their first five drives. Finding the
end zone when they get near the goal line will be a
priority this week and that means it will be impor-
tant for running back Leonard Fournette, who ran

for 127 yards at Dallas, to have a big day.
“(Fournette) was great and the line was great and

the receivers blocked well,” Brady said. “We’re
going to need that all year, so it was a great way to
start. “We’ve got to continue to build on it and this
is a good team to do that against because you’ve
got to stay really balanced against these guys. I
don’t think you can turn it into a pass-a-thon. Stay
balanced, be really efficient in what we’re doing up
front and play physical.”

Brady knows he will need top games from his
defensive and kicking teams as well. “They’re too
good of a team to think that you can win one phase
and win the game,” Brady said. “It’s a challenge
because they’re well-coached, they’re put in good
position to do well, they have a lot of good players,
guys who have played together for a long time. “It’s
just a tough, hard-nosed team. You’ve got to go
play well. The last couple times we’ve played them
we haven’t done a great job of that.” — AFP 
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KANSAS CITY: Derwin James Jr #3 of the Los Angeles Chargers tackles Travis Kelce #87 of the Kansas City
Chiefs during the third quarter at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, Missouri. —AFP 

Chiefs edge Chargers 
to make 2-0 NFL start

Bucs’ Brady tries to solve mastery of NFL Saints

Kuwait Football 
League roundup
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The first match of the fourth round of
Zain Football League was on Wednesday between
Fahaheel and Salmiya. Both teams seemed deter-
mined to come out winners, but Fahaheel’s Brazilian
Luiz Fernando were finally able to score the first
goal of the match in the 21st minute. In the 32nd
minute, Tunisian Youssef Ben Souda scored the sec-
ond goal from the penalty spot. As the first half was
nearing its end, Salmiya’s Aso Rostam scored and
the first half ended 2-1.

Salmiya were determined to equalize in the sec-
ond half and they had what they wished for in the
58th minute when Fahad Al-Mejmed scored. Both
teams exchanged attacks, until the 71st minute when
Youssef Ben Souda scored what proved to be the
winning goal for Fahaheel.

On Thursday, Kazma met Nasr in a tensed match.
Nasr’s Syrian player Omar Al-Maidani was sent off
in the fourth minute of the match. Kazma were able
to score in the 85th minute by Shabeeb Al-Khaldi
who headed the ball past the goal keeper into the
net. Kazma now top the standings with 10 points.

One of the surprises was Qadisiya’s loss to Jahra
by 3-1 on Thursday. Jahra began the match with
attacks and it was not too long before Aboudo
Diarra scored his first goal in the 9th minute. Jahra’s
defense was highly effective and kept Qadisiya at
bay all through the first half. In the second half,
Jahra kept their determined pressure until Abdelaziz
Merwi was able to score from a long range in the
61st minute. Qadisiya’s Nayef Zuwaeid scored their
lone goal in extra time in the 93th minute, but
Aboudo Diarra ended Qadisiya’s hope as he scored
in the 94th minute, handing Qadisiya their second
loss in a row. 

On Friday, Tadhamon met Al-Arabi in a competi-
tive match. Tadhamon’s Yousuf Al-Enaizan scored in
the 9th minute of the match. Then, Al-Arabi’s
Nigerian player Edoh K scored the equalizer in the
23th minute. Al-Arabi now have three points with

three draws and one loss. Meanwhile, Tadhamon
now have four points. It was obvious from the start
that Tadhamon were relying on solid defense and
counter-attacks as they threatened Al-Arabi’s goal.
Al-Arabi were attacking from the side lines - trying
to score, but substitutions were not of any effect
and Tadhamon came out with a point. 

The final match of the Zain Premier League was
exciting as both Kuwait and Sahel resorted to
attacking. The first chance was for Sahel’s Ahmad
Al-Habsi who then passed it to Abdelmohsen Al-
Ajmi who again shot at the goal but the goal keeper
was able to block it. Kuwait then slowly began to
gain control and in the 22nd minute, Yaseine Al-
Khenissi scored the first goal. 13 minutes later, he
scored his second goal. Mohammad Furaih then
scored in the 42nd minute ending the first half (3-0)
in favor of Kuwait. 

Sahel tried hard in the second half to catch up
but were not able to finish their efforts successfully
until the 64th minute when Geovane Maranhao
scored Sahel’s first goal. In the 88th minute,
Geovane scored Sahel’s second goal, as the match
ended 3-2. 

Villa ease pressure 
on Gerrard; Premier
League returns 
LONDON: Aston Villa eased the pressure on
under-fire boss Steven Gerrard with a 1-0 win
over Southampton on Friday as the Premier
League returned following the death of Queen
Elizabeth II. The English top-flight was back in
action for the first time since the Queen died
aged 96 on September 8, with last weekend’s
games postponed as a mark of respect. This
Sunday’s matches between Manchester United
and Leeds and Chelsea and Liverpool, as well as
Saturday’s Brighton versus Crystal Palace fixture,
have also been cancelled due to policing issues
before the Queen’s funeral on Monday.

Ahead of kick-off at Villa Park and the City
Ground, where Fulham beat Nottingham Forest
3-2, there was a minute’s silence followed by the
national anthem in a tribute to the Queen that will
be repeated at the rest of the weekend’s matches.
There was also applause from fans at both stadi-
ums in the 70th minute to mark the monarch’s 70
years on the throne. While the Queen’s death
cast a long shadow over the Premier League’s
return, Villa manager Gerrard could not afford to
be distracted as he fights to save his job.

Jacob Ramsey’s first half winner against
Southampton was a huge boost for Gerrard,
whose side started the day one place above the
relegation zone. Villa’s first win in five league
games came after an impressive draw with cham-
pions Manchester City in their last match two
weeks ago. For only the second time in their last
11 matches, dating back to last season, Villa fin-
ished with three points as they benefitted from a
first clean-sheet in 12 games.

“It’s a big victory. It wasn’t pretty or stylish but,
with where we were in the league, we knew we
had to do it in a pragmatic way,” Gerrard said. “I’m
really proud of the boys’ effort. In football, you
have to grind and fight. “It’s been a tough period,
but I’ve wanted step forward and protect my play-
ers. We’ve accepted a lot of criticism and it’s about
reacting and that’s what we have done tonight.”
Gerrard restored Philippe Coutinho to his starting
line-up and the former Liverpool forward played a
key role in the much-needed victory.

Coutinho was the catalyst for Villa’s 41st-
minute opener. The Brazilian’s header forced
Southampton keeper Gavin Bazunu to concede a
corner. From Coutinho’s set-piece, Ollie Watkins’
header was tipped onto the bar by Bazunu, with
the rebound falling for Ramsey to blast into the
roof of the net from six yards. The goal survived
a VAR check for offside against Ramsey as the
midfielder was played onside by Mohammed
Salisu’s touch on the ball.

For a sixth successive match, Southampton
had conceded first and they barely mustered a
response as Villa held firm. Southampton’s dismal
run of 13 defeats in their last 19 league games will
put pressure on their boss Ralph Hasenhuttl
heading into the international break. Forest and
Fulham, two of the sides promoted from the
Championship last season, have had contrasting
fortunes. Fulham’s unexpectedly strong start has
lifted them above Liverpool and Chelsea into
sixth place.  But second-bottom Forest have suf-
fered four successive defeats and conceded 12
goals in their last three games. Taiwo Awoniyi put
Forest in front after 11 minutes as the Nigeria
striker rose to head home at the far post after
Morgan Gibbs-White’s corner was flicked into
his path by Ryan Yates. — AFP 

Conte backs ‘angry’ 
Son to end Spurs 
goal drought
LONDON: Tottenham manager Antonio Conte has
backed “angry” Son Heung-min to end his goal
drought despite admitting the South Korea star has
lost confidence. Son has gone eight games without
a goal since the start of this season after another
disappointing performance in Tottenham’s 2-0
Champions League loss at Sporting Lisbon on
Tuesday. The 30-year-old’s barren run is a stark
contrast to last season, when he finished as the
Premier League’s joint top-scorer alongside

Mohamed Salah.
Conte must decide whether to keep faith with

Son for Saturday’s Premier League clash with
struggling Leicester, who could represent ideal
opponents for the forward to finally get back on
track. “I think Sonny, for sure, is not happy because
he’s not scoring. It’s normal and I like that he’s a bit
angry with this situation because it means that he
wants to try to change it, also because we need
him,” Conte told reporters on Friday.

“We are talking about Sonny and he’s a really
important player for us. At the same time, it can
happen, especially when you play massive games,
you can be a bit tired mentally, also your body, so it
can happen. “But I repeat Sonny for me would be
never, never a problem. We are talking about one of
the best two players that we have in our team.

“For sure it can happen that in some games he

can’t play from the start, like Harry (Kane) also. But
only to protect him, to give the possibility to rest, to
take care of his energy and to bring us to win. “We
are talking about players that during the game, they
are decisive and we need to have these players
always to be at the top.” Dejan Kulusevski is push-
ing for a place in Tottenham’s attack but Son hasn’t
been left on the bench for his club when fully fit
since a 2020 trip to Bournemouth.

Since then the South Korean has played almost
every minute when available for Tottenham and hit
the 20-goal mark in each of the last two campaigns.
Conte expects Son to eventually rediscover that
kind of prolific form. “When you score a lot of
goals, the following season is more difficult because
you are not an underdog, but are starting like you
are the first top scorer up there with Mohamed
Salah,” Conte said.  — AFP 

LeBron and Paul rip 
NBA for falling short 
in punishing Sarver
LOS ANGELES: NBA stars LeBron James and
Chris Paul blasted the NBA for imposing what they
consider a light punishment on Phoenix Suns own-
er Robert Sarver for racist and misogynist
remarks. National Basketball Players Association
(NBPA) executive director Tamika Tremaglio also
weighed in, saying Sarver should “never hold a
managerial position in our league again” after his
“horrible” conduct.

And joining the chorus late Thursday was Suns

vice chairman Jahm Najafi, who in an open letter
obtained by the Arizona Republic called for Sarver
to resign. Sarver was fined $10 million and issued a
one-year suspension from league activities on
Tuesday to cap a 10-month probe into 18 years of
improper activities and the difficult workplace envi-
ronment they created.

NBA commissioner Adam Silver said Wednesday
there was never a discussion of forcing Sarver to sell
the team, a penalty imposed upon former Los
Angeles Clippers owner Donald Sterling in 2014 for
racist remarks. Silver said he did not think the viola-
tion rose to that level. But four-time NBA Most
Valuable Player James was among those who don’t
see any place in the NBA for Sarver in the future.

“Read through the Sarver stories a few times
now. I gotta be honest... Our league definitely got
this wrong.” James tweeted Wednesday evening. “I

said it before and I’m gonna say it again, there is no
place in this league for that kind of behavior.” “I love
this league and I deeply respect our leadership. But
this isn’t right. There is no place for misogyny, sex-
ism, and racism in any work place. Don’t matter if
you own the team or play for the team,” he wrote.

“We hold our league up as an example of our val-
ues and this ain’t it.” Paul, a star point guard for the
Suns who also served two terms as NBPA president,
said he, too, wanted to see greater punishment
issued to Sarver. “Like many others, I reviewed the
report. I was and am horrified and disappointed by
what I read,” he said on Twitter Wednesday. “This
conduct especially towards women is unacceptable
and must never be repeated.” “I am of the view that
the sanctions fell short in truly addressing what we
can all agree was atrocious behavior. My heart goes
out to all of the people that were affected.” — AFP 


