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MoH to provide medical 
staff on election day

American, Russians blast off 
for ISS as Ukraine war rages3 Europe’s cars get a second 

life in Africa, but at a cost9 Qatar Amir says no ‘discrimination’ 
in bid to ease World Cup doubts165

Opposition will not give 
premier a blank cheque

Top courts to meet to settle election disqualifications 
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Opposition candidates said on 
Wednesday that their support to the next prime 
minister will be linked to his program of action, 
insisting that their support will be based on actions. 
“If the government advances one step, we will 
advance two steps and we will not block the gov-
ernment from applying reforms. On the other hand, 
we will not give the prime minister a blank cheque,” 

said former opposition MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf, bid-
ding for re-election from the fourth constituency. 

The current Prime Minister, HH Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah, hailed by the opposition as a 
reformist, is highly expected to be asked to form the 
next Cabinet after the election. “The prime minister 
has a golden opportunity to form a Cabinet of 
statespersons and not public servants as has been 
the case in the past... Today we launch the New 
Kuwait,” he said. “We will back the next govern-

ment if it comes up with a reformist program... We 
will extend a hand of cooperation, but we will con-
tinue to monitor,” he added. 

Another former opposition MP Muhannad Al-
Sayer said the opposition will support the next 
Cabinet, provided it  presents a program of 
reforms with a timetable to implement it, warned 
they are ready to hold the premier to account. 
“The same hand that is cheering you now will seek 
to hold you to account” in case the program is not 

implemented, said Sayer, adding no new page will 
be opened without holding corrupt officials to 
account. He said that the country has suffered 
tremendously in the past years, claiming “just 7-8 
people control political decisions”. 

Former opposition lawmaker Mussallam Al-
Barrak said Kuwait is passing through a delicate 
period and needs a “Kuwaiti Mahathir Mohamad 
(former PM of Malaysia) to clean corruption 
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ISTANBUL: Nasibe Samsaei, an Iranian woman living in Turkey, cuts her ponytail off during a protest out-
side the Iranian consulate on Sept 21, 2022. — AFP

PARIS: At least eight people have been killed by 
Wednesday in a crackdown on protests in Iran over 
the death of Mahsa Amini after the young woman was 
arrested by morality police, according to a combined 
toll. Public anger has flared in the Islamic republic 
since authorities on Friday announced the death of 
22-year-old Amini, who had been held for allegedly 
wearing a hijab headscarf in an “improper” way. 

Activists said the woman, whose Kurdish first 
name is Jhina, had suffered a fatal blow to the head, 
a claim denied by officials who have announced an 
investigation. Some women demonstrators have 
defiantly taken off their hijabs and burned them in 
bonfires or symbolically cut their hair before cheer-
ing crowds, video footage spread virally on social 
media has shown. 

“No to the headscarf, no to the turban, yes to 
freedom and equality!” protesters in Tehran were 
heard chanting in a rally that has been echoed by sol-
idarity protests abroad, including in New York and 

Istanbul. Iranian state media reported on Wednesday 
that, in a fifth night of street rallies that had spread to 
15 cities, police used tear gas and made arrests to 
disperse crowds of up to 1,000 people. 

London-based rights group Article 19 said it was 
“deeply concerned by reports of the unlawful use of 
force by Iranian police and security forces” includ-
ing the use of live ammunition. Demonstrators 
hurled stones at security forces, set fire to police 
vehicles and garbage bins and chanted anti-govern-
ment slogans, the official IRNA news agency said, 
adding that rallies were held in cities including 
Mashhad, Tabriz, Isfahan and Shiraz. 

“Death to the dictator” and “Woman, life, free-
dom”, protesters could be heard shouting in video 
footage that spread beyond Iran, despite online 
restrictions reported by internet access monitor 
Netblocks. Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei spoke publicly without mentioning the 
spreading unrest on Wednesday, before ultracon-
servative President Ebrahim Raisi began addressing 
the UN General Assembly in New York. 

Also at the UN, British Foreign Secretary James 
Cleverly told AFP that “the Iranian leadership 
should notice that the people are unhappy with the 
direction that they have taken. There is another path 
that they could take.”  
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Eight killed as 
protests in 
Iran spread

NEW YORK/GENEVA: Rising levels of obe-
sity are set to cost the world economy 3.3 per-
cent of GDP by 2060, slowing development in 
lower-income countries and making it hard for 
people to lead healthy lives, according to a new 
study published Wednesday. The peer-reviewed 
paper, published in BMJ Global Health, provides 
the first country-by-country estimate of the 
economic impacts of obesity, a major driver of 
other non-communicable diseases such as can-
cer, diabetes and heart conditions. 

It also included projections for the numbers 
of people in each country who are overweight 
or obese - defined as a body mass index in 
adults greater or equal to 25 and 30, respec-
tively. “Globally, nearly two in three adults are 
now living with overweight and obesity. And we 
project that will be three in four adults by 
2060,” lead author Rachel Nugent told 
reporters at a briefing on the margins of the 
UN General Assembly. 

The conditions currently cost 2.2 percent of 
global GDP, and the biggest increases are 
expected to be seen in lower-resourced coun-
tries. China, the United States and India are 
projected to experience the highest impact in 
absolute terms - costing the countries $10 tril-
lion, $2.5 trillion and $850 billion, respectively. 
As a proportion of the economy, the worst 
impacted countries are set to include the  
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Rising obesity to hit 
economies; NCDs 
cause 74% of deaths

MOSCOW: Handout picture released on Sept 21, 2022 by 
the Kremlin shows Russian President Vladimir Putin 
speaking during a televised address to the nation.  — AFP 

MACQUARIE HARBOUR, Australia: This handout photo taken on Sept 20, 
2022 shows the carcasses of pilot whales beached in Tasmania.  — AFP 

MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin ordered a 
partial military mobilization and vowed on 
Wednesday to use “all available means” to protect 
Russian territory, after Moscow-held regions of 
Ukraine suddenly announced annexation referen-
dums. The votes, already denounced by Kyiv and 
the West as a “sham”, will dramatically up the stakes 
in the seven-month old conflict in Ukraine by giving 

Moscow the ability to accuse Ukrainian forces of 
attacking Russian territory. 

Four Russian-occupied regions of Ukraine - 
Donetsk and Lugansk in the east and Kherson and 
Zaporizhzhia in the south - said on Tuesday that 
they would hold the votes over five days beginning 
Friday. In a pre-recorded address to the nation ear-
ly on Wednesday, Putin accused the West of trying 
to “destroy” his country through its backing of Kyiv, 
and said Russia needed to support those in Ukraine 
who wanted to “determine their own future”. 

The Russian leader announced a partial military 
mobilization, with Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
telling state television that some 300,000 reservists 
would be called up.   
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Putin orders 
mobilization 
in Russia

SYDNEY: A pod of 230 pilot whales 
was found stranded on the rugged 
west coast of Tasmania Wednesday, 
with Australian officials saying only 
half appeared to be alive. Aerial 
images showed a devastating scene of 
dozens of black glossy mammals 
strewn across a long beach, stuck on 
the waterline where the frigid south-
ern ocean meets the sand. Locals cov-
ered survivors with blankets and 
doused them with buckets of water to 
keep them alive, as other whales near-
by tried in vain to twitch free and yet 
more lay dead. 

The whales were “stranded near 
Macquarie Harbour” said the state’s 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment. “It appears about half of 
the animals are alive.” Officials said 
marine conservation experts and staff 
with whale rescue gear were en route 
to the scene. They will try to refloat 
animals that are strong enough to sur-
vive and likely tow the carcasses out 
to sea, to avoid attracting sharks to 
the area. 

It is almost two years to the day 
since Macquarie Harbour was the 
scene of the country’s largest-ever 
mass stranding, involving almost 
500 pilot whales. More than 300 
pi lot  whales died during that 
stranding, despite the efforts of 
dozens of volunteers who toiled for 
days in Tasmania’s freezing waters 
to free them. 
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230 whales 
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