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I have often wondered on the concept of iden-
tity and how we, as human beings, relate to it. 
While sociologists often point out solidarity 

and allegiance as strong characteristics in forming 
one’s identity, there is, I believe, a certain fluidity 
that we often experience, as expatriates or resi-
dents, when we are away from surroundings that 
do not naturally form a part of who we are.  

Being born and raised in the UAE to Indian 
parents means that I have had a dual concept of 
identity from a very young age - with home in its 
geographical sense being the UAE and the whole 
Indian culture, cuisine and experiences being part 
of my ethnocultural identity. I did read a piece 
elsewhere on the posthumously published book 
about the British-Jamaican sociologist Stuart Hall, 
which speaks about his dual identities and subse-
quently his split sensibilities - what I found inter-
esting was the changes that he observed through 
the lens of time in both his identities. A reason 
why perhaps Hall, in his essays, explored the con-
cept of identity in detail, defining it as an idea 
constructed on the back of some common origin 
or shared characteristic with another person, 
group or an ideal.  

Yet, despite the ‘oneness’ of it, identities even 
within the confines of such a group or ideology, 
are subject to the play of difference and power 
and as such always undergoes radical changes, as 
despite the shared ancestry or history that binds 
people together, individuals or units are different 
in their own ways. This is why it is significant to 
view the creation of identities as something that is 
constructed through, not outside differences.  

Furthermore, Hall underlines the fact that it is 
not their power to attach but rather their capacity 
to exclude - a self-constructed form of closure, 
even though it is unspoken, that is deemed as fun-
damental to the creation of identities. This is why 
Hall argued that technically the concept of identi-
ty was an imaginary concept, as it unsettled the ‘I’ 
to form the ‘we’. As a child I often felt, like many of 
my friends raised abroad, that I fell short of both 
cultures in different ways, but as an adult, I 
appreciate today the fact that I have an identity 
which is a synthesis of both cultures and have 
traits that are from both these worlds.
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KUWAIT: Fahad Al-Shuraian, Minister of Commerce and Industry with the inspectors who were rewarded for their efforts. 

Minister of 
Commerce awards 
inspectors 
 
KUWAIT: Fahad Al-Shuraian, Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, has awarded a group of 
inspectors in the presence of the undersecretary, 
Mohammed Al-Enezi. The inspectors who worked in 
the commercial supervision and consumer protec-
tion departments have been rewarded for their ded-
ication to their duties, in ensuring the enforcement 
of the law and in their role in detaining violators 
involved in market swindling as well as those that 
pose a threat to the safety of the consumer. The 
minister has also appraised the work of employers 
within the sector and encouraged them to con-
tribute more efforts to develop the nation.

KUWAIT: The complaint and social care commit-
tee at the KNPC has launched an awareness cam-
paign among foreign workers, to let them know of 
their employee rights, as written in their contracts. 
The campaign which lasted for two days was titled, 
‘Know your rights,’ and involved field trips to work-
ers’ dormitories in Mangaf, Mahboula and Al-
Shuaiba Industrial areas. 

The campaign aimed to spread awareness among 
workers, about their rights and ways to ensure them 
and the duties that they needed to discharge, in 
accordance with their rights. Committee members 
also distributed brochures and informative docu-

ments in several languages in order to achieve the 
committee’s goals, to reach as diverse an audience 
as possible. 

The campaign documents covered many issues 
regarding the worker’s rights such as financial 
rights, security regulations, overtime, residence 
allowances and other rights related to their job. In 
the meeting, the panel also stressed the importance 
of observing health and safety regulations and 
encouraged the careful usage of the workers’ 
equipment as well as the observance of other safety 
protocols such as the right kind of uniform, anti-fire 
clothes, helmets and gloves. 

KNPC launches awareness  
campaign among workers
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Embassy of Nepal  
hosts national  
day celebrations 

 
KUWAIT: Ambassador of Nepal to Kuwait, 
Durga Prasad Bhandari and his spouse Bindhya 
Bhandari hosted a reception on the occasion of 
Constitution Day and the National Day of Nepal 
on Sept 20 at Hotel Crowne Plaza, Farwaniya in 
the presence of a number of distinguished guests. 
His  Excel lency Sami Abdulaziz Al  Hamad, 
Assistant Foreign Minister for Economic Affairs, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs was the chief guest at 
the event. Ambassador Bhandari also expressed 
gratitude to all the invitees, during the event 
which was held after two years due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, which had affected all 
social activities adversely. He congratulated the 
Nepali community residing in the country of his 
accreditation and extended best wishes for their 
welfare on this special day. 

He also wished for good health and happiness 
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, as well as for 
the continued peace, progress and prosperity of 
the people of Kuwait.  

Bhandari briefly explained about the trade, 
tourism and investment opportunities in Nepal, 
highlighting Nepal’s commitment and contribution 
to maintain international peace and order under 
the aegis of United Nations. Shedding light on the 
Nepal-Kuwait relationship, Bhandari mentioned 
that the Nepal-Kuwait relations have always been 

cordial and friendly and added that the year 2022 
marks the 50th anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between the two countries. 
He further said that this important milestone was 
being celebrated with a number of activities.  

Ambassadors and heads of diplomatic missions 
in Kuwait, government officials, members of the 
business community, media representatives, mem-
bers of the Nepali community and other distin-
guished invitees also attended the program.  

On the occasion, cultural performances by 
local Nepali artists were also held. A short video 
prepared by the Nepal Tourism Board was also 
presented during the program. Meanwhile, a sep-
arate stall was set up to display Nepali handicraft 
items and other products of Nepali origin like 
Khukuri, metallic and wooden products carved by 
Nepali craftsman, pashmina shawls as well as 
products like tea and coffee brought in from the 
country.

KUWAIT: Ambassador Bhandari with Sami  Abdulaziz Al Hamad KUWAIT: Guests at the event examine products at the stall.

Health Minister lauds  
private sector’s  
role in healthcare 

 
KUWAIT: The private sector is an important partner in 
developing the healthcare system in Kuwait, said 
Minister of Health, Dr Khaled Al-Saeed on Wednesday. 
Speaking to the press after visiting the National Bank of 
Kuwait Hospital for Children, the minister commended 
the private sector’s role in providing good healthcare. 
Al-Saeed also said that NBK and the ministry were 
working together to open a new hospital saying that 
such cooperation reflected the strong relations between 
the state and the private sector. 

Meanwhile, Isam Jasem A. Al-Sager, Vice Chairman 
and Group Chief Executive Officer of National Bank of 
Kuwait (NBK), revealed that NBK was cooperating with 
the ministry to open a third children’s hospital, adding 
that cooperation between the two sides began in the 
1980s. The new hospital would be built on an area of 
8,000 square meters at a cost of KD 13 million said Al-
Sager, noting that, the construction would be concluded 
in three years’ time. The facility would be dedicated to 
treating children with incurable diseases. Also speaking 
on the occasion, the Director of the National Bank of 
Kuwait Hospital and the pediatric Hematology and 
Cancer Consultant, Dr Ali Mulla Ali said that the hospital 
has been receiving patients for two decades, while the 
building ‘B’ of the hospital has been receiving cancer 
patients for 16 years now. The NBK hospital is the only 
facility of its kind in Kuwait that treats children with can-
cer, treating around 100 to 120 cases annually.  —KUNA


