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    News in brief

     Photo of the day

KUWAIT: A seagull takes flight across the Kuwait Bay. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

RIYADH: Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf, Secretary 
General of the GCC, said on Wednesday 
that racism plays a major role in trigger-
ing violence and conf l icts  between 
groups of society and countries. Al-
Hajraf  gave the statement on the 
International Day of Peace which is 
observed on Sept 21 annually. This year’s 
theme is ‘Ending racism, building peace’.  

“The GCC observes the celebration 
of the day together with the interna-
tional community, as peace constitutes 
a fundamental value in our society and 

is also part of a well-established vision 
in the policies and legislative measures 
practiced by all GCC member states,” 
he said.  

Al-Hajraf  a lso said that the true 
teachings of the Islamic religion propa-
gate principles of peaceful coexistence 
between people of all nationalities and 
also calls for avoiding wars, rejecting 
conflicts as well as all forms of extremist 
behavior. “Racism triggers confl icts 
between people, especially hate speech, 
ethnic discrimination as well as contempt 

for other religions.” He also lauded the 
historic role of the GCC countries in 
achieving peace and stability in their 
respective countries and in mediating as 
well as resolving conflicts in regional 
and international platforms. 

“Peace is what nations and people 
yearn for as it is the best solution for 
addressing conflicts and building the 
foundations of stability in a sustainable 
manner, as well as in achieving econom-
ic, social and cultural prosperity for peo-
ple across the world.”  —KUNA

GCC chief highlights negative  
role of racism in the region

PM congratulates Armenia  
and Belize on national day 
 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah sent 
a cable of congratulations to Vahagn 
Khachaturyan, President of Armenia on his 
country’s national day celebrations. The PM 
also sent felicitations to Froyla Tzalam, 
Governor General of Belize on the celebration 
of their country’s national day. —KUNA 
 
 

Crown Prince expresses condolences  
to Nepal President over landslides 
 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
sent on Wednesday, a cable of condolences to 
President of Nepal, Bidhya Devi Bhandari, 
expressing his deepest sorrow and condo-
lences over the victims of the deadly land-
slides, which resulted in several deaths, 
injuries and destruction of properties as well 
as public facilities. His Highness the Crown 
Prince said that he prayed to God for a swift 
recovery of the injured and for guidance to 
the officials of the country to help overcome 
the disaster.  —KUNA 
 
 
CSC approves rewarding  
of pandemic frontliners  
 
KUWAIT: Ali Al-Mousa, Minister of Public 
Works and Electricity has announced the 
approval of the Civil Service Commission (CSC), 
to reward employees who worked in the front-
lines during the pandemic, from the electricity, 
water and renewable energy departments. Al-
Mousa thanked the political leadership for their 
consideration and the prime minister, Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Nawaf for his support. He also 
expressed his appreciation for all the efforts of 
workers in the ministry during the pandemic and 
the efforts of CSC and the finance ministry for 
finishing the procedures required to give away 
the awards. 
 
 

Kuwait discusses cyber security  
measures with UK representatives 
 
KUWAIT: The fourth Cybersecurity Education 
and Research Conference meeting was held on 
Wednesday between Kuwait and UK represen-
tatives. The meeting was attended by undersec-
retaries, technicians and representatives from 
the UK Embassy. Bilateral ties, cooperative 
measures as well as procedures to be undertak-
en were discussed during the conference.

KUWAIT: Kuwait and UK representatives meet to discuss 
cybersecurity measures.

Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf

Students  
exhibit creative  
artworks at CAP 

 
By Majd Othman 
 
KUWAIT: An art exhibition opened on Tuesday 
at the Contemporary Art Platform (CAP) titled 
“Students of the Visual Arts”. Teacher Dima Ali 
Quttaineh said participants include a number of 
talented children, adding she wants to show 
their creative artworks over the next two weeks. 
She explained the exhibition showcases the art 
of dedicated and passionate students exploring 
freedom of expression. 

“As an artist, I always believed in talented 
people, especially when I met many of them in 
the beginning of my artistic journey, who hoped 
their paintings could be displayed at art gal-
leries. Therefore, I felt the importance of sup-
porting others to become artists and not give up 
on their dreams. This is how I started my jour-
ney in teaching art and decided to adopt the 
idea of supporting artists to publish and show 
the beauty of their works,” Quttaineh said.  

“Despite the difficulties and struggles in the 
beginning of my artistic journey, it was impor-
tant to share this experience with my students 
to help them improve their talents, in addition to 
my constant attempts to give them the freedom 
to express themselves, which helps them draw 
with more creativity,” she said. “The ages of 
participating artists start from six years. While 
they try to apply different concepts in their 
paintings, my main role is to guide them to 
reach the most creative result, hoping they will 
continue their journey in the field of art.” 

Students participating in the exhibition are 
Lara Al-Barrak, Nourra Al-Husaini, Lama Al-
Husaini , Hussain Esam Adel  Al-Kazemi, 
Mohammed Hashem Al-Refai  and Hussain 
Hashem Al-Refai. Hussain Al-Refai, 7, told 
Kuwait Times he is thrilled to participate in the 
exhibition to show the paintings he is proud of. 
He said his most wonderful painting took him 

two days to complete, adding his mother and 
teacher Dima helped him. 

Mohammed Al-Refai, 12, said: “My artworks 
displayed at this exhibition are a mix of my old 
and new paintings. Because I like Picasso, I try 
to imitate his art in a simple way, in addition to 
adding my own touch.” Hussain Al-Kazemi, also 
12 years old, said: “I don’t think a lot about the 
idea - I just start drawing randomly and the 
painting is ready.” He said every artist creates a 
different atmosphere to paint. 

Caroline Rogers, a teacher, told Kuwait 
Times: “It is just amazing that the children had 
such an opportunity over the summer to do 
these different types of artworks. It is amazing 
for the children to show what they have done! I 
spoke to some of the young artists, who were 
very passionate about the artworks they creat-
ed. I was completely astounded by the art and 
colors and the process of creating this art.” 

Burgan Bank renews  
sponsorship with  
Ahmadi Music Group 

 
KUWAIT: Burgan Bank renewed its strategic sponsor-
ship of the Ahmadi Music Group (AMG) and its new 
season’s program of events starting with the world-
renowned Ayoub Sisters’ musical duo concert at Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center. Commenting on the 
Bank’s continuous support for Ahmadi Music Group, 
Hessa Hussain Al-Najadah, Senior Manager - Corporate 
& CSR Communications at Burgan Bank, said “We are 
very proud of our strategic partnership with AMG. This 
sustained fruitful collaboration over the years has 
enabled us to contribute to the success of many presti-
gious cultural events. Our partnership with Ahmadi 
Music Group reaffirms our commitment to supporting 

creative endeavors in Kuwait and contributing to 
enriching the country’s arts and culture scene.” 

 “The Ayoub Sisters’ musical duo have performed 
internationally in some of the world’s most esteemed 
musical venues, such as the Royal Albert Hall in 
London and the Dubai Opera. Their latest album, 
Arabesque, has also ranked high among the most 
popular top albums on iTunes classical charts and 
we are delighted to be a part of introducing this lev-
el of world-class artistic excellence to Kuwaiti audi-
ences and in helping make Kuwait’s music scene 
even more vibrant.” 

Richard Bushman, Director of Ahmadi Music 
Group, said, “We are so proud and delighted to 
have Burgan Bank as our season sponsor.  For ten 
years, their support and energy have enabled us to 
stretch our ambit ions and our achievements .  
Burgan Bank has a true vision for the power of cul-
ture and education in Kuwait, and Ahmadi Music 
Group is thrilled to be a part of it.  Many thanks to 
the bank and all of its people.” As a leading Kuwaiti 

institution, Burgan Bank will continue to play an 
active role at all  levels of social development, 
including art and culture and confirm this commit-
ment through its comprehensive and multipurpose 

social responsibility program, which invests exten-
sively in supporting the Bank’s partner organiza-
tions and institutions that dedicate their efforts to 
enhancing the arts and culture scene in Kuwait.

KUWAIT: Visitors at the art exhibition. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Dima Ali Quttaineh with some of her students. 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank officials with Ayoubs sisters and Richard Bushman.


