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ISTANBUL: A Turkish court on Wednesday 
delayed until November a highly controversial trial 
that could see Istanbul’s popular mayor banned 
from politics over a remark he made after beating 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s ally in 2019 polls. 

Ekrem Imamoglu’s fate is being watched closely 
for signs of judicial independence nine months 
before a general election in which Erdogan will 
struggle to extend his two-decade rule. The 52-
year-old mayor is the most internationally recog-
nised of the opposition leaders who might run 
against Erdogan. 

But a court could keep him from seeking higher 
office-and possibly force him to give up his post-as 
punishment for an offhand remark he made about 
Erdogan’s ruling party in the aftermath of the heat-
ed mayoral race. 

Imamoglu’s office accuses the ruling party of try-
ing to “eliminate him from the upcoming elections”. 
The presiding judge opened Wednesday’s session 
and immediately postponed hearings until 
November 11 without an explanation. The court-
room itself was closed to reporters-an unusual step 
in Turkey. 

The police also sealed off the roads leading to 
the courthouse with metal fences to keep away pro-
testers in the highly anticipated trial. “This trial 
should not be taking place at all,” Imamoglu said 

after the hearings were delayed. 
 

‘Suspicious votes’  
Imamoglu was stripped of his narrow March 

2019 win over the ruling party’s candidate after 
Erdogan-who launched his own career as Istanbul 
mayor and views the city as his second home-
refused to recognise the result. 

Election officials reported discovering hundreds of 
thousands of “suspicious votes” after Imamoglu had 
already been sworn into office. Their decision to call a 
re-run election for that June sparked global condem-
nation and mobilised a groundswell of support for 
Imamoglu that included former ruling party voters. 

Imamoglu won the second election by more than 
800,000 votes. But the usually soft-spoken mayor 
let his lingering bitterness at the ruling party spill 
over in November 2019. “Those who cancelled the 
March 31 election are idiots,” he told reporters at 
the time. 

 
‘Insulting’  

Erdogan’s ruling party seized on the remark and 
sued the mayor for “insulting” public officials. 
Prosecutors have asked for Imamoglu to be banned 
from politics and jailed for 15 months-a relatively 
light sentence that almost never sees people put 
behind bars. 

Defence lawyer Kemal Polat told AFP the mayor 
would immediately appeal against any ban and keep 
his job while the case wound its way through the 
courts. “Imamoglu can remain in his current position 
as mayor until the end of the appeals process. He 
would not have to resign,” Polat said. 

Turkey’s Western allies accuse Erdogan of stack-
ing the courts with allies and using them to jail his 
rivals in the aftermath of a failed military putsch in 
2016. Erdogan responded to the coup attempt with 
sweeping purges that saw thousands jailed on “ter-
rorism” and other charges. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Supporters stand in front of Anadolu justice palace in Istanbul on September 21, 2022 during the tri-
al of Istanbul Mayor Ekrem Imamoglu, on charges of “insulting” election officials in the Kartal district. — AFP
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PARIS: Two key parties in France’s left-wing alliance 
were Wednesday facing crises after senior figures 
were accused of violence against women, with a 
Greens party chief stepping back from his role days 
after a colleague from hard-left France Unbowed. 

Julien Bayou was “suspended from his role” as co-
president of the Greens’ bloc in the National 
Assembly (lower house), the party said late Tuesday, 
after he was accused of psychologically abusing an 
ex-partner. 

“We are a feminist party, and so we place our-
selves at the service of women’s testimony... we 
acknowledged that the only way to show we weren’t 
pretending and weren’t hiding was a temporary sus-
pension,” Sandra Regol, vice-president of the Green 
MPs’ group, told broadcaster Franceinfo on 
Wednesday. One of the most prominent MPs of 
France Unbowed (LFI) — allied with the Greens in a 
broad left alliance against President Emmanuel 
Macron-Adrien Quatennens on Sunday admitted to 
slapping his wife. He stepped down from a senior role 
as party coordinator. 

Party leader and three-time presidential candidate 
Jean-Luc Melenchon leapt to Quatennens’ defence 

on Twitter, blasting “police ill-will, media voyeurism 
and the social networks” while hailing his protege’s 
“dignity” and “courage”. 

It was not until hours later that Melenchon posted 
another message gesturing towards Quatennens’ 
wife-too late for many critics. 

Macron’s Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne said 
Tuesday that it was “extremely shocking to have 
someone playing down domestic violence”. And 
some 550 feminist activists on Wednesday co-signed 
an editorial in left-wing daily Liberation calling for 
Quatennens to resign his seat in parliament. — AFP 

PARIS: French Greens party Europe Ecologie - Les Verts 
(EELV) National Secretary Julien Bayou looks on during a 
debate at the annual “Fete de l’Humanite” political event 
organized by the French Communist newspaper 
L’Humanite in Bretigny-sur-Orge, south of Paris. — AFP 

Palestinian murder  
suspect found  
hanged in Tel Aviv 

 
TEL AVIV: A Palestinian suspected of beating an 
84-year old Zionist woman to death was found 
hanged in the heart of Tel Aviv Wednesday, Zionist 
police said. 

Police had launched a massive manhunt for the 
suspect identified as Mousa Sarsour, 28, following 
Tuesday’s murder in the town of Holon just outside 
the Zionist metropolis. 

“The body of a man has been found on Bar 
Kochba Street in Tel Aviv and a preliminary exami-
nation shows it to be the body of the murder sus-
pect,” police said in a statement. 

The body was found hanged at the corner of Bar 
Kochba and Dizengoff Streets, a busy nightlife and 
shopping district, by a passerby who notified the 
police, the officer in charge of the area said. 

Zionist media quoted police as saying his death 
was an apparent suicide. 

They said Sarsour, from the town of Qalqilya in 
the occupied West Bank, had entered Zionist entity 
with a valid permit to work on a building site in 
Holon. Authorities have not identified his victim, 
who was killed with a metal pole. 

In a statement late Tuesday, Zionist Prime 

Minister Yair Lapid described the incident as “a 
shocking attack by a despicable and cowardly ter-
rorist who murdered an elderly woman who could 
not fight back.” 

Overnight, the Zionist army said it had arrested 
11 suspects in raids across the West Bank, among 
them “five individuals suspected of assisting in the 
terror attack”. 

Zionist entity has stepped up operations in the 
northern West Bank in particular after a wave of 
attacks against Zionist targets killed 20 people, 
mostly Zionists, since March. — AFP 

TEL AVIV: Zionist security forces stand at the site where a 
man identified as Mousa Sarsour, 28, from the West Bank 
town of Qalqilya, died of an apparent suicide. —AFP 
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The wave of protests over Amini’s death “is a 

very significant shock, it is a societal crisis,” said 
Iran expert David Rigoulet-Roze of the French 
Institute for International and Strategic Affairs. “It is 
difficult to know the outcome but there is a discon-
nect between the authorities with their DNA of the 
Islamic revolution of 1979 and an increasingly secu-
larized society. “It is a whole social project that is 
being called into question. There is a hesitation 
among the authorities on the way forward with 
regard to this movement.” 

Protests first erupted Friday in Amini’s home 
province of Kurdistan, where governor Ismail Zarei 
Koosha said Tuesday three people had been killed in 
“a plot by the enemy”. Kurdistan police commander 
Ali Azadi on Wednesday announced the death of 
another person, according to Tasnim news agency. 
Two more protesters “were killed during the riots” in 
Kermanshah province, the region’s prosecutor 
Shahram Karami was quoted as saying by Fars news 
agency, blaming “counter-revolutionary agents”. 

Additionally, the Norway-based Kurdish rights 
group Hengaw said two protesters, aged 16 and 23, 
had been killed overnight in West Azerbaijan 
province. An additional 450 people had been wound-
ed and 500 arrested, the group said - figures that 
could not be independently verified. Video spread 
online showing security forces opening fire on pro-
testers in the southern city of Shiraz, where protests 
continued into the early hours of the morning. — AFP 

Eight killed as 
protests in...
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 in Kuwait”. Speaking at the election campaign of 

candidate Basel Al-Bahrani, Barrak said corruption in 
Kuwait is rife and has no parallel.  

Meanwhile, the court of cassation and the constitu-
tional court, Kuwait’s top courts whose rulings are 
final, meet on Thursday to settle the cases of eight 
candidates who were disqualified by an interior min-
istry commission over political and criminal offences. 
The cassation court will look into petitions filed by the 
government against rulings by the court of appeals 

that allowed the eight disqualified candidates to run in 
the Sept 29 snap polls. 

The constitutional court will decide if a highly con-
troversial law that bars political dissidents from run-
ning for public office for life is in line with the country’s 
1962 constitution. The law, passed by the 2013 parlia-
ment and amended by the 2016 Assembly, bars all 
those convicted in a final verdict over crimes of abus-
ing the Almighty, prophets or HH the Amir.  

Several leading politicians have already been 
barred from taking part in the election and even voting 
because of the law which opposition MPs and candi-
dates had charges it violates the constitution. 

In the meantime, the withdrawal of candidates 
from the election race closes today with around 340 
candidates left in the fray to contest the 50-seat 
national assembly.

Opposition will 
not give premier...
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United Arab Emirates, where obesity would 

account for 11 percent of GDP, and Trinidad and 
Tobago at 10.2 percent. 

The report analyzed both direct costs, made up 
primarily of medical fees, and indirect costs from 
premature mortality and lost productivity. Previous 
papers had only focused on the former. “Less visi-
ble costs constitute a drag on development,” said 
Nugent, vice president of non-communicable dis-
eases at non-profit research firm RTI International.  

Population and economic growth are the pri-
mary drivers of obesity prevalence - as countries 
increase their incomes, they experience changes in 
diet to highly processed foods, she explained. In 
rich nations, aging populations are also a major 
factor as older people find it harder to lose weight. 
Francesco Branca of the World Health Organization 

said there were a number of ways to respond to the 
obesity epidemic and avoid the worst outcomes. 

“Having policies that, for example, shape the 
pricing of food - so the foods which are contribut-
ing most to obesity, such as drinks or foods high in 
fat and sugars need to be priced higher,” he said. 
Other steps include better labeling - and in addi-
tion to prevention measures, better access to coun-
seling and drug therapies as treatments. The report 
stressed the economic costs of high weight and 
obesity “are not attributable to individual behav-
ior” but rather a consequence of social and com-
mercial priorities shaping environments. As such, 
responsibility for tackling the issues lies with those 
in power.  

Meanwhile, non-communicable diseases like 
heart disease, cancer and diabetes are responsi-
ble for 74 percent of deaths globally and crack-
ing down on risk factors could save millions of 
lives, the WHO said Wednesday. A report from 
the UN health agency shows that so-called 
NCDs, which are often preventable and caused 
by an unhealthy lifestyle or living conditions, kill 
41 million people every year, including 17 million 
under the age of 70. — AFP 

Rising obesity to hit 
economies; NCDs...
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“When the territorial integrity of our country is 

threatened, we will certainly use all the means at our 
disposal to protect Russia and our people. This is 
not a bluff,” Putin said. Germany branded the partial 
call-up as a “wrong step” while jailed Kremlin critic 
Alexei Navalny said it would result in a “massive 
tragedy, in a massive amount of deaths”. 

Putin said that through its support for Ukraine 
the West was trying to “weaken, divide and ulti-
mately destroy our country”, while Shoigu said 
Moscow was “fighting not so much Ukraine as the 
collective West” in Ukraine. The sudden flurry of 
moves by Moscow this week came with Russian 
forces in Ukraine facing their biggest challenge 
since the start of the conflict. 

A sweeping Ukrainian counter-offensive in 
recent weeks has seen Kyiv’s forces retake hun-
dreds of towns and villages that had been con-
trolled by Russia for months. In a rare admission of 
military losses from Moscow, Shoigu said 
Wednesday 5,937 Russian soldiers had died in 
Ukraine since the launch of the military intervention 
in February. 

As Putin made his announcement, residents 

clearing rubble and broken glass from a nine-storey 
apartment block hit by an overnight missile strike in 
the eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv. Svetlana, 63, 
gathered with friends to look on as neighbors and 
municipal workers cleared debris, urged the region’s 
Russian neighbors to ignore the mobilization and 
“to wake up, finally.” 

Meanwhile her neighbor, 50-year-old Galina, 
expressed bewilderment at Moscow’s aims against 
Ukraine. “They want to liberate us from what? From 
our homes? From our relatives? From friends? 
What else? From over life? They want to free us 
from being alive?” she told AFP. The referendums 
follow a pattern first established in 2014, when 
Russia annexed the Crimea peninsula from Ukraine 
after a similar vote. 

Like in 2014, Washington, Berlin and Paris 
denounced the latest referendums and said the 
international community would never recognize the 
results. German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said they 
were a “sham”, French President Emmanuel Macron 
called them a “travesty”, and White House National 
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said they were “an 
affront to the principles of sovereignty and territori-
al integrity”. “Sham referenda and mobilization are 
signs of weakness, of Russian failure,” the US 
ambassador in Ukraine, Bridget Brink, said on 
Twitter. “I thank all the friends and partners of 
Ukraine for their massive and firm condemnation of 
Russia’s intentions to organize yet more pseudo-
referendums,” Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said in response. — AFP 

Putin orders 
mobilization...
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The cause of mass strandings is still not fully 

understood. Scientists have suggested they could 
be caused by pods going off track after feeding too 
close to shore. Pilot whales - which can grow to 
more than six meters long - are highly sociable and 
can follow podmates who stray into danger. That 
sometimes occurs when old, sick or injured animals 
swim ashore and other pod members follow, trying 
to respond to the trapped whale’s distress signals. 

Others believe gently sloping beaches like those 

found in Tasmania confuse the whales’ sonar making 
them think they are in open waters. The news came 
just hours after a dozen young male sperm whales 
were reported dead in a separate mass stranding on 
King Island-between Tasmania and the Australian 
mainland. The young whales’ deaths may be a case 
of “misadventure”, wildlife biologist Kris Carlyon 
from the state government conservation agency told 
the local Mercury newspaper. 

“The most common reason for stranding events is 
misadventure, they might have been foraging close to 
shore, there might have been food and possibly they 
were caught on a low tide,” Carlyon said. “That’s the 
theory at the moment.” In nearby New Zealand 
strandings are also common. There, around 300 ani-
mals beach themselves annually, according to official 
figures and it is not unusual for groups of between 20 
and 50 pilot whales to run aground. — AFP 

230 whales 
stranded in...
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