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(From left to right) Daniel Craig, Barbara Broccoli, Michael G. Wilson and Michelle Yeoh pose onstage during Will
Rogers Motion Picture Pioneers Foundation’s 2022 Pioneer Dinner honoring Barbara Broccoli and Michael G Wilson at
The Beverly Hilton in Beverly Hills, California. — AFP photos

he next James Bond will serve King
and country-but discussions with
new 007 studio owner Amazon over
the spy film franchise’s future direction
haven’t really started, long-standing producer Barbara Broccoli said Wednesday.
Broccoli and her half-brother Michael G.
Wilson sat down with AFP to speak about
the future of the 25-movie franchise,
moments after having their handprints
immortalized in cement at Hollywood’s
famous TCL Chinese Theatre.
The last Bond outing, 2021’s “No Time
To Die,” was the final installment to star
Daniel Craig, and Amazon has since
bought 007 studio MGM. This means
speculation is rife about what changes
could lie in store for the world’s most
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famous fictional spy. “We’re just beginning
our relationship with Amazon. We haven’t
really started to get involved in the next
Bond film yet,” said Broccoli. As custodians of the franchise her father Albert
“Cubby” Broccoli founded 60 years ago,
“we’re not always just going to rest on our
laurels and keep to a formula,” she added.
At the center of the rumors and guesswork swirling around the next 007 outing is
the matter of who will play the suave
superspy with a license to kill. Craig was
initially a controversial choice, particularly
for his blond hair and rugged looks, but his
five 007 films broke box office records,
with 2012’s “Skyfall” surpassing $1 billion
worldwide. Fans have suggested the next
Bond may be the first non-white actor in

Daniel Craig speaks on stage at Will Rogers Motion
Picture Pioneers Foundation’s 2022 Pioneer Dinner.

the role, while Broccoli has scotched
claims that Bond in future could be female.
She told AFP that “there are certain formulaic things” that will always remain.
“The central character of James Bond is
the most important element of these
movies, and we believe he’s incorruptible,
he works for Queen and now King and
country,” she said. “He’s not in it for his
own personal gain. He’s in it for trying to
keep the world a safer place. So I think
that is something we definitely wouldn’t
change.”
‘Surprised’
But Broccoli said their father “always
tried to give us the confidence to take risks
so that Bond can change over the years.”

Sam Smith performs onstage at Will Rogers Motion
Picture Pioneers Foundation’s 2022 Pioneer Dinner.

She added: “We like to change it up, and
sometimes it works and sometimes it
doesn’t-but it keeps it fresh.” The Broccoli
family’s company Eon has immense creative control over the Bond film franchise,
originally based on Ian Fleming’s novels.
Barbara and her half-brother Michael have
presided over the films since “GoldenEye,”
released in 1995, a year before the death
of her father.
Under a complex deal, Eon split profits
with historic studio MGM, which had the
right to finance and distribute the 007
movies. But the studio was bought by
Amazon for $8.5 billion under a deal
closed in March, and it emerged weeks
later that MGM’s film leadership would be
leaving. In another sign of changing times,

Amazon’s Prime Video will release an
eight-part Bond-themed reality-TV competition series called “007’s Road to a
Million.” Wilson told AFP it was important
for Bond films to keep pace with the everchanging challenges facing the world.
“What’s the world going to worry about two
or three years from now? How do we stay
topical?” he said.
“But so far it’s worked pretty well. You
can’t be afraid of change... you have to
embrace it, and you can’t do the same
thing over and over again. You have to
change it a bit. “The audiences have a
certain expectation. But they also want to
be surprised. So that’s all part of the
effort.”— AFP
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Harris Reed

Harry Styles stylist
Harris Reed takes
over at Nina Ricci
arris Reed, just 26 and known for
gender-fluid collaborations with pop
stars Harry Styles, Adele and Lil Nas
X, was named Wednesday as the new
artistic director of French fashion house
Nina Ricci. “I am truly excited to challenge
the landscape of what feminity means... in
such an iconic house,” said a statement
for Reed, who takes charge of haute couture and fragrances for the 90-year-old
label. He has been described as “Harry
Styles’s Secret Fashion Weapon” by
Vogue, having designed outfits for the
singer since 2017, and becoming central
to his gender-fluid image.
This included a suit and satin ball skirt
combination for Styles’s Vogue cover story
in 2020. “I fight for the beauty of fluidity. I
fight for a more opulent and accepting
world. That is really important to me,”
Reed told the magazine at the time.
A graduate of the Central Saint Martins
college in London, Reed presented at
London Fashion Week in 2021 — the first
to officially remove distinctions between
menswear and womenswear-and already
has work in an exhibition at London’s V&A
museum. He becomes the youngest
appointment at Nina Ricci since its founding in 1932, replacing Dutch duo Rushemy
Botter and Lisi Herrebrugh. A first collection for the label is due from Reed in early
2023.—AFP
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Models present creations for Roberto Cavalli’s as part of the Women’s Spring Summer 2023 fashion week in Milan. — AFP photos

Harry Styles attends the “Don’t Worry
Darling” photo call at AMC Lincoln Square
Theater in New York City. — AFP

