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News in brief

Nazaha proposes measures to 
improve electoral practices

Court to decide on suspending polls, decrees • Election silence from Wednesday
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Anti-Corruption 
Authority (Nazaha) called in a statement 
on Monday for a number of measures and 
procedures to improve election campaign 
practices. Nazaha called for regulating the 
funding of election campaigns through 
appointing an agency to oversee election 
spending. It also called for imposing a ceil-
ing for spending during the campaigns and 
introducing mechanisms to supervise 
funding, spending and donations to elec-
tion campaigns. 

It also called for creating a charter for 
parliamentary practices by introducing rules 
that regulate the performance of lawmakers 
and make such rules an integral part of the 
National Assembly’s internal charter. This 

will help promote the values and ethics of 
integrity and transparency, it said. Nazaha 
also called for amending the election law to 
allow the establishment of a body with suffi-
cient powers to supervise the election. 

The new agency will be responsible for 
preparing and updating the electoral rolls 
and registration of candidates, working out 
a plan to regulate the election and forming 
election committees. The agency will also 
receive and handle complaints by candi-
dates and voters and set the necessary 
measures to allow Kuwaitis abroad to 
vote, Nazaha said. Election campaigns 
have gained momentum with just two days 
left for the polls. 

Meanwhile, the constitutional court said 
on Monday it will start looking into peti-
tions on Tuesday calling to suspend the 

Sept 29 elections, as it debates whether 
two emergency decrees related to the 
polls are in line with the constitution. The 
petition was submitted on Sunday by a 
lawyer and candidate who challenged that 
the two Amiri decrees did not meet condi-
tions to be issued as emergency legisla-
tion. 

Although the chances of the court sus-
pending the elections are weak, nothing 
can be ruled out. The court can however 
continue to debate the two decrees with-
out suspending the elections and can issue 
its ruling after the polls. If the court how-
ever decides to suspend the elections, the 
dissolved National Assembly will regain all 
its powers in accordance with the Kuwaiti 
constitution. 

Continued on Page 6 

Sixteen Kuwaiti women successfully trekked to Ala-Kul Lake in the Terskey 
Alatau mountain range in Kyrgyzstan and raised Kuwait’s flag there. Team 
member Jenan Al-Qenaei said Ala-Kul Lake lies at an altitude of nearly 3,700 
m, making it the highest lake in the world. The team includes 16 female 
members of Thunders Kuwait, in addition to team leader Ali Al-Daihan. This file artist’s illustration obtained from NASA shows the DART spacecraft 

from behind prior to impact at the Didymos binary system. — AFP 

LAUREL, Maryland: NASA was to Monday 
attempt a feat humanity has never before accom-
plished: Deliberately smacking a spacecraft into an 
asteroid to slightly deflect its orbit, in a key test of 
our ability to stop cosmic objects from devastating 
life on Earth. The Double Asteroid Redirection Test 
(DART) spaceship launched from California last 
November and is fast approaching its target, which 
it was to strike at roughly 22,500 km per hour. 

Continued on Page 6 

NASA to deflect 
asteroid in key 
test of defense 

Prominent cleric Qaradawi dies 
 
DOHA: Yusuf Al-
Qaradawi, a prominent 
Sunni scholar and spiritual 
leader of Egypt’s outlawed 
Muslim Brotherhood 
movement, has died aged 
96, his Twitter account 
announced Monday. He 
was naturalized as a citi-
zen of Qatar, where he had been based since 1961. 
“Imam Yusuf Al-Qaradawi has died after dedicat-
ing his life to making Islam known and defending 
his community,” said the tweet on his official 
account.  — AFP 

Yusuf Al-Qaradawi

Rajaan’s properties to be auctioned 
 
KUWAIT: The public prosecution directed the 
ministry of justice to finalize a contract to 
organize a public real estate auction in prepa-
ration for the sale of 42 properties owned by 
the former director of the Public Institution of 
Social Security Fahad Al-Rajaan, who died ear-
lier this month, and his wife Muna Al-Wazzan, 
after completing legal procedures. Rajaan had 
fled to the UK with his family after facing accu-
sations including embezzlement of public funds, 
betrayal of public trust and money laundering 
relating to when he was the head of PIFSS. 

IZHEVSK, Russia: This screen grab taken from footage released on Sept 26, 2022 
shows investigators working by the body of a gunman in school No88. — AFP

MOSCOW: The death toll has risen 
to 15 people, including 11 children, 
after a man opened fire Monday at his 
former school in central Russia, 
authorities said. The attack was the 
latest in a series of school shootings 
that have shaken Russia in recent 
years and came with the country on 
edge over efforts to mobilize tens of 
thousands of men to fight in Ukraine. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin 

denounced the “inhuman terrorist 
attack” in the city of Izhevsk, the 
Kremlin said, adding that the shooter 
“apparently belongs to a neo-fascist 
group”. According to investigators, the 
attacker “was wearing a black top with 
Nazi symbols and a balaclava” when 
his body was discovered. He was later 
identified as a local man born in 1988, 
who graduated from the school. 

Investigators have said two secu-
rity guards and two teachers were 
among the victims, while the attacker 
“committed suicide”. Authorities pre-
viously announced a death toll of 
seven children and six adults but did 
not specify if that included the sus-
pected shooter.  

Continued on Page 6 

School shooting 
kills 15 in Russia, 
mostly children

BEIRUT: Lebanese depositors queue to withdraw money from a Fransabank 
branch on Sept 26, 2022 as banks partially re-opened following a week of clo-
sure due to security concerns. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Depositors scuffled and 
long lines formed at Lebanese banks 
Monday as they partially reopened 
after a week-long closure following a 
slew of heists by customers desperate 
to access their money. But most banks 
remained shut, welcoming only a 

handful of depositors on appointment, 
and there was anger from those seek-
ing to withdraw frozen funds desper-
ately needed to weather a crushing 
economic crisis. 

At a closed Beirut branch of 
Fransabank, dozens of soldiers, inter-
nal security forces members and cus-
tomers had queued for hours. “I don’t 
care about anything, I need my 
salary,” one ISF member yelled from 
behind the locked gates. Banks started 
imposing draconian restrictions on 
withdrawals after Lebanon’s economy  

Continued on Page 6 
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The entire world is fighting all forms of 
discrimination against others. All are 
fighting racial discrimination because of 

skin color, and many people have paid a heavy 
price due to religious and sectarian discrimina-
tion. Wars took place and millions have been 
killed due to populist and tribal discrimination. 
Because people always fall victim to negli-
gence, the most dangerous forms of discrimi-
nation have passed without them noticing it, 
and they did not fight it with the same force 
with which they fought others. It is class dis-
crimination that is different from other forms of 
discrimination. 

Heavenly and human legislations have rec-
ognized class differences and made them 
among the positive factors for human develop-
ment and stimulating a personís abilities. Islam 
mentions social class in the Holy Quran. Allah 
Almighty says in Surat Al-Zukhruf: ìIs it they 
who would portion out the Mercy of your 
Lord? It is we who portion out between them 
their livelihood in this world, and we raised 
some of them above others in ranks, so that 
some may employ others in their work. But the 
Mercy (Paradise) of your Lord (O Muhammad 
PBUH) is better than the (wealth of this world) 
which they amassî (43:32) 

People are not equal in abilities, and this 
creates a disparity in achievements and this 
calls for recognition of differences. If class is a 
natural part of human society, then class dis-
crimination and spreading a culture of con-
tempt between classes is what confused people 
because of their ignorance of the difference 
between class and classism, especially in our 
Arab World. 

Two years ago, a young Moroccan girl com-
mitted suicide, leaving behind a letter in which 
she complained about class contempt she 
faced in her school. The e-magazine 
Psychology published a study, the first of its 
kind, which links physiological changes with 
class discrimination in young people. Dr 
Thomas Fuller-Rowell of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison revealed the harms of 
class discrimination on human health. He said 
the study showed that there are disturbances in 
the physiological condition of lower classes 
and a decline in their health. 

So, classism not only has devastating psy-
chological effects, but it differs from other 
types by being harmful to human health, so it is 
not a surprise that diseases spread in some of 
our Arab countries among lower classes, who 
die at a younger age. While in the past we used 
to hold poverty alone responsible, and we dis-
covered that poverty bears the least part, while 
oppression bears the greater part. 

Today, in some Arab countries, we see 
unprecedented discrimination. There are class-
es that do not come in contact with others. 
Even if they have to deal with lower classes, 
they create a psychological barrier that pre-
vents them from communicating. There are 
Arab societies today that are run by classes 
that do not see or hear anything but them-
selves. We are in need of fighting classism, 
which is rising, before the day comes when the 
poor disappear from the eyes of the rich and 
they will not see them.

Class discrimination

By Dr Khalid A Al-Saleh

In my view

local@kuwaittimes.net

By Majd Othman 
 
KUWAIT: The General Secretariat of the Supreme 
Council for Planning and Development in coopera-
tion with Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects 
(KAPP) held a workshop on Monday to introduce 
the system of partnership between the public and 
private sectors, titled Vision of the New Kuwait 
through Partnerships Projects, in the presence of 
officials from the public and private sectors. 

General Secretary of the Supreme Council for 
Planning and Development Khaled Mahdi said in a 
press statement that Kuwait realizes the importance 
of activating the concept of partnership between 
the public and private sectors in the implementation 
of projects, stressing the general policy directives of 
the development plan are keen to update laws relat-
ed to this field over the years. 

He stressed the partnership between the public 
and private sectors is an important step to advance 
development, raise the level of government perform-
ance and provide services characterized by efficien-
cy and high quality, pointing to the importance of 
cooperation between various sectors to achieve 
growth and development. Mahdi pointed out that the 
seven pillars of the development plan are inter-
twined with issues related to partnership, indicating 
that the focus should be on strategic development 
projects with social and economic returns. 

Mahdi added there is a need for a true under-
standing of the concept of partnership, as it is a 
broad and complex concept and is often misunder-
stood, explaining that the program in the plan has a 
set of policies that serve the theme of partnership. 
He explained that the partnership aims to build a 
sustainable economy, relieve pressure on public 
finances and effectively manage strategic and 
important projects, stressing the importance of 
focusing on the diversification and sustainability of 
the economy. 

Mahdi addressed article 20 of the Kuwaiti con-
stitution, which he believes the concept of partner-
ship is based on. “The national economy is based 
on social justice, and its basis is fair cooperation 
between public and private activity, and its goal is 
to achieve economic development, increase pro-
duction, raise the standard of living and achieve 
prosperity for citizens, all within the limits of the 
law,” he said. 

“There are several indications confirming the 
success of the Kuwaiti model in the partnership 
between the two sectors, most notably the National 
Industries Group and the mobile telecommunica-
tions sector, in addition to the North Al-Zour proj-
ect,” he added, pointing out that there are around 
38 strategic projects in Kuwait that can be part-
nered with. “The New Kuwait 2035 vision has many 
projects that need partnerships and advanced capa-
bilities to implement, while Kuwait has approved 

many legislations to facil-
itate the entry of major 
foreign companies into 
the local market.” 

Meanwhile, Mahdi 
indicated Kuwait is a pio-
neer in the legislative 
regulation of the public 
and private partnership in 
its modern sense through 
the issuance of law no. 7 
of 2008 in the matter of 
regulating construction, 
operation, transfer and similar systems, in addition 
to amending some provisions of decree law 105 of 
1980 regarding the state property system, which is 
considered the basis to regulate the participation of 
the private sector in development projects and 
infrastructure in Kuwait.

Supreme Council for Planning and Development  
and KAPP hold joint projects workshop

KUWAIT: Abdulaziz Al-Sarawi, Khaled Mahdi and Asmaa Al-Mousa attend the joint workshop. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

Khaled Mehdi

Sultan Al-Bohra  
gifts 250 date  
palm trees 

 
KUWAIT: Sultan Al-Bohra Dr Mufaddal Saifuddin 
gifted 250 date palm trees as a gesture of support 
to the government and people of Kuwait, especially 
the farming community in the country. The date 
palm tree donation project is aimed at promoting 
sustainable agricultural options in the region, while 
also reducing the effects of climate change. 

To inaugurate the project, Saifuddin planted a 
date palm tree alongside officials of the Public 
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish 
Resources. “The cultivation of the date palm tree is 
crucial as per Kuwait’s national development plan to 
achieve food security, improve nutrition and pro-
mote sustainable agriculture. Dates are a major cash 
crop of the country and a means of livelihood for 
the farming community, hence this gift by the Sultan 

Al-Bohra to the people of Kuwait will provide long-
term benefits,” a PAAAFR official said. 

Sharing details about the project, Huzefa Yusuf, 
Project Coordinator of the Dawoodi Bohras of 
Kuwait added: “Around 2-meter-high date palm 
trees will be planted across four locations. Like his 
predecessors, Syedna Mufaddal Saifuddin has 
always guided the Dawoodi Bohra community to 
contribute to the protection and conversation of the 
environment. This date palm tree donation project is 
a manifestation of this commitment.”  

The project is undertaken as part of the 
Dawoodi Bohra’s global philanthropic initiative, 
Project Rise, which works with local communities 
and organizations to provide better nutrition, 
health, access to water and environmental protec-
tion. Dr Mufaddal Saifuddin arrived in Kuwait on 
Sept 14, 2022 to mark the 40th day of Imam 
Hussein’s sacrifice in Karbala. During his stay in the 
country, he met senior government officials and 
other dignitaries to discuss areas of mutual interest 
and cooperation. He also interacted with the 
Dawoodi Bohra community members and enquired 
about their holistic wellbeing. 

The Dawoodi Bohra community has a long histo-
ry in Kuwait, with over 23,000 community members 
residing in the country. Most of the members, who 
hail from Western India, have been at the forefront 
of the country’s economic progress by contributing 
as industrialists, traders and professionals across 
various fields. The community is also actively taking 
part in various social welfare projects, including 
cleanups and undertaking environmental projects.

KUWAIT: Sultan Al-Bohra, Dr Mufaddal Saifuddin waters a 
palm tree, to inaugurate the date palm tree donation project.

Eagles make pit  
stop in Kuwait  
on seasonal trip 

 
KUWAIT: Due to its geographic location, Kuwait 
is often a suitable site in the region for birds of 
prey to make a pit stop from various countries 
including Russia, Caucasus Mountains, North Iran, 
and Asia. Previously, different species of eagles 
have stopped in Kuwait, notably in Sept 2018, on 
their seasonal migratory journey from the north to 
the south.  The birds usually make their way to 
Africa during winter and return to the northern 
hemisphere in spring.  —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital serv-
ice provider in Kuwait, announced the
launch of Zain Great Idea 7, the all-new
season of its renowned tech startup
accelerator program in collaboration with
Brilliant Lab. The program continues its
mission to enrich the tech startup
ecosystem in Kuwait and further push it
forward towards expansion into the
MENA region. The announcement was
made during the special ceremony held
at Zain’s main headquarters in Shuwaikh,
attended by Zain Kuwait CEO Eaman Al
Roudhan, the company’s executive man-
agement, members of venture capital
firms and startup funds, business part-
ners, local entrepreneurs, and ZGI alumni. 

During her opening speech at the
event, Zain Kuwait CEO Eaman Al
Roudhan said: “Very pleased to welcome
you all tonight at our head office to wit-
ness together the launch of the all-new
season of our innovative program - ZGI
7.” Al Roudhan shared some highlights
from the most recent edition of ZGI:
“Last year, we turned an exceptional
chapter in the history of ZGI, the pro-
gram I personally take great pride in.
The sixth edition was the first of its kind,
as it came in an entirely virtual fashion
during the pandemic. But with our entre-
preneurs’ dedication, and in spite of
many challenges, ZGI 6 alone yielded
over $ 4.5 million of investments in the
participating startups, helping them
kick-off operations in the market.”

Al Roudhan continued: “ZGI 6 fea-

tured over 170 startups, 25 of which
reached the final phase with full acceler-
ation. In addition, we saw the highest
number of female entrepreneurs in the
history of the program, making 40% of
the total number of participants.”

“Such continuous achievements
reflect ZGI’s value in driving our vision
to empower tech startups in Kuwait, a
small market in its size but a great one in
its ambitious youth. Today, as our pro-
gram enters its second decade, we
embark together on a new adventure
with ZGI 7, which will continue its core
mission of accelerating tech startups and
empowering young entrepreneurs from
Kuwait and the Arab world.” added Al

Roudhan. 
Al Roudhan continued by shedding

more light on the new season: “We are
well aware that entrepreneurs have great
ambition and very busy schedules filled
with tight deadlines, and so this year, we
will offer greater flexibility and more
freedom for every participant to choose
the sessions and programs that best suit
their schedules and business needs. We
will also expand the content and activi-
ties of the program to take our entrepre-
neurs to many destinations, including
Riyadh, Cairo, Dubai, and Abu Dhabi, to
expose them to the best experiences and
success stories from other entrepre-
neurs, investors, and similar programs
from the region and world.” 

“ZGI will always take entrepreneurs
towards the best experiences that bring

them sustainable growth, not only to help
grow their businesses, but grow them-
selves as well. We also always strive to
leverage on our partners ecosystem to
connect our entrepreneurs with venture
capital firms and business partners to
help them put a steady first step in the
business world. I look forward to an
exciting experience for everyone with
our seventh season, and wish you all the
best of luck.” Al Roudhan concluded.

Last year, Zain celebrated 10 years of
Zain Great Idea as one of the most suc-
cessful projects under the umbrella of its
Innovation and Entrepreneurship strate-
gy. Investments in ZGI startups are well
over KD 6 million ($ 20m) to this date.
30 percent of ZGI alumni now own thriv-
ing and active businesses to this day
across local and regional markets and 40
percent of these businesses have raised
capital.

Throughout a decade, ZGI has
empowered, trained, and invested in over
1,500 passionate Kuwaiti and Arab
young people, whom many of which
attended the event to witness a new
chapter of the ZGI story. Zain learned a
lot from previous seasons and heard
what ZGI alumni had to say about how
to further refine the program year after
year. And so, this year the company is
offering greater flexibility and more
freedom for every participant to take
part in the sessions and programs that
best suit their schedule and unique busi-
ness needs. 

For example, some relatively
advanced entrepreneurs have already
finished preparing the most essential
parts of their businesses and have no
need to take part in the bootcamp that
covers the essentials and basics of build-
ing startups. So, this year, they have the
chance to skip this session and save their
time for other more advanced sessions
that are more suitable to their needs and
level.

This year, ZGI will also focus on
regional expansion through unique pro-
grams held throughout MENA like
Riyadh, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and Cairo.
These programs are set to cover crucial
topics like establishing and accelerating
startups, communicating with investors
and funds, building teams and brands,

one-on-one consultancy sessions,
enriching innovation, challenges facing
entrepreneurs in today’s markets, local
and regional success stories, and much
more.

ZGI 7 is also set to offer a new win-
win concept that serves both entrepre-
neurs and fresh graduates. Zain will host
a special career fair-like event that links

ZGI participants with students and grad-
uates of various studies. The entrepre-
neurs will have an invaluable opportunity
to introduce their businesses, attract
local talents, and build their future teams,
while graduates get a chance to be a

part of the next big success story. 
Zain strongly believes in the crucial

role played by private sector organiza-
tions in supporting social and economic
sustainability projects. The company is
committed to printing a positive impact
through all its activities, and this has led
it to embrace the most influential topics
in the community, perhaps most impor-

tantly the support of youth, entrepre-
neurship, and innovation, not only in
Kuwait, but across the entire region. 

ZGI offers a refreshed opportunity for
local talents and the region’s entrepre-
neurial community. Throughout six suc-
cessful editions, the program has
empowered, trained, and invested in
hundreds of creative and driven Kuwaiti
and Arab youth, of which many now own
thriving and active Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SMEs) to this day in
local and regional markets.

Zain is well aware of the crucial role
played by private sector organizations in
supporting social and economic sustain-
ability projects. Springing from its grow-
ing commitment towards practicing its
social responsibility, the company is
committed to printing a positive impact
through all its activities. This has led Zain
to embrace the most influential issues in
the community, including the support of
youth, entrepreneurship, and innovation.

KUWAIT: Al Roudhan with entrepreneurs and Zain’s team.

Zain kicks-off all-new Zain Great
Idea 7 startup accelerator program

New season offers flexibility in choosing sessions, focuses on regional expansion

Eaman Al Roudhan speaking at the event.

• Eaman Al Roudhan: “ZGI drives our vision to empower tech startups in Kuwait, a
small market in its size but a great one in its ambitious youth.” 

• Startups from previous edition yielded over $ 4.5 million of investments. 
• Extensive program of sessions in Kuwait, Riyadh, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and Cairo. 
• Register now at zaingreatidea.com  

Investments in ZGI startups are well over KD 6
million ($ 20m) to this date. 30 percent of ZGI
alumni now own thriving and active businesses to
this day across local and regional markets and 40
percent of these businesses have raised capital.

Scan here to apply
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    News in brief

  HB.COMICS

Health Ministry offers assistance 
for upcoming national elections 
 
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health announced on 
Monday that it was ready to provide assistance 
during the 2022 Kuwait parliamentary elections, 
scheduled to be held on Sept 29, Thursday. 
Assistant Undersecretary for Technical Affairs Dr 
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi told KUNA that the min-
istry had established 123 clinics at polling stations, 
throughout the five constituencies, to provide any 
needed medical assistance during the elections. He 
added that hospitals across the country were read-
ied as well to provide medical care services, in the 
event of an emergency, on Thursday. Meanwhile, 
Ahmad Suleiman, Head of the Emergency Care 
department at the ministry said that arrangements 
for medical services were made next to the election 
headquarters as well, adding that staff from the 
Interior Ministry and Civil Defense would also be 
present to handle any unforeseen events. 
 
 
KEC announces start  
of exhibition season 
 
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Exhibition Company (KEC) 
has announced the return of specialized activities in 
its main halls to be held in the month of October. 
Executive manager of the marketing and sales sec-
tor at the KEC, Basma Al-Duhaim said, “With the 
return of the exhibition season, we will also see the 
return of local and international exhibitions inside 
the main halls. These exhibitions create marketing 
opportunities, by initiating meetings with company 
representatives and clients and helps to showcase 
their services.” “The company has also put forth an 
operational plan to host some of the biggest events 
and conferences, provided with the latest technolo-
gies, in order to facilitate the needs of the clients 
and we encourage companies to confirm their par-
ticipation as soon as possible,” she added. 
 
 
Supervision and management  
roles to be nationalized in pharmacies 
 
KUWAIT: The health sector has announced deci-
sions to examine its medical storage facilities as well 
as increase the number of citizens among its 
employees and management and decrease the num-
ber of expatriates in the sector before the end of the 
year. “The health sector in Kuwait is an important 
department and the storage contains expensive 
medicines, which is currently facing a monetary loss 
of around $2 billion,” sources revealed to Kuwait 
Times. “The hiring of Kuwaiti supervisors and the 
addition of cameras at the workplace is thought to 
limit the violations in pharmacies made by some 
expatriate workers.” Sources also added that expa-
triates will not be allowed to be co-investors with 
Kuwaitis in pharmacies and the number of pharma-
cies owned by individuals will be limited, to end the 
monopoly in the sector and to provide medicines at 
reasonable prices in the private sector. “Such a situ-
ation in the pharmaceutical sector, if left unattended, 
could lead to an uncontrollable increase in prices. 
The health ministry is planning to start signing con-
tracts with global pharmaceutical companies to start 
producing medicines in Kuwait, to decrease prices.” 
 
 

MoE: Meals in all kindergartens 
 
KUWAIT: Rajaa Bo-Arki, Assistant 
Undersecretary for Management Affairs has 
announced that the practice of supplying meals to 
kindergartens have resumed, without any exception, 
as companies have been contracted for a year tem-
porarily, until new tenders will be called from super-
visory panels. “Companies that sell nutritional food 
products have started to function in Farwaniya and 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer, based on the contracts award-
ed by the Ministry. Buses will also resume opera-
tions in private schools and religious institutions,” 
she said. 
 
 
PAM to pay salaries  
seven days before date 
 
KUWAIT: The Public Authority of Manpower 
(PAM) has asked businessmen to commit to pay-
ing salaries seven days before the usual date. The 
announcement was made as part of a press 
release which also detailed the announcement of 
the operation of services on the new application, 
‘As-hal’ starting October. “This decision has been 
announced after the system has been updated - 
an initiative carried out so as to assist business 
owners so that they can follow up on salaries and 
also cite reasons for late credits or salary cuts, all 
of which can be followed up online,” said Dr 
Fahad Al-Murad, Vice Manager, Manpower 
Protection Authority.

KUWAIT: The Center for Research and Studies on 
Kuwait (CRSK) was created by the Amiri decree in 
1992 - to be a national beacon of knowledge and 
awareness, that would promote Kuwait’s history, its 
heritage and its political, economic and social affairs, 
said the center’s Chief, Dr Abdullah Al-Ghuniam. 

On the occasion of CRSK’s 30th anniversary, Al-
Ghunaim said that the center and its historical archive 
is a wealth of sources for all who wish to write about 
Kuwait. “The center houses a two-storied library with 
more than 50,000 books, and has in its possession 
more than 20 million documents,” Al-Ghunaim said, 
adding that “it also includes a floor designated for the 
repair and archiving of such valuable documents.” 

Speaking on the center’s keenness on keeping up 
with the developments of the time, Al-Ghunaim 
explained that an entire floor is dedicated to the scan-
ning and digitalizing of cultural heritage material - 
print, auditory or visual materials. The digital copies 

are saved on special servers and their services are 
provided to all government bodies. Furthermore, the 
center has also offered its services in contributing to 
the digital archives of a number of authorities, includ-
ing Public Authority for the South and Arabian Gulf 
and Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development. 
“CRSK has published more than 450 books, some so 
substantial, that they were translated into several lan-
guages,” Al-Ghunaim highlighted. The center also 
issued a number of significant documents including 
Kuwait’s response to Iraqi allegations and documents 
revolving around Kuwait’s foreign affairs from the 19th 
and 20th century. Al-Ghunaim noted that the center’s 
periodic magazine, ‘Kuwait’s Letter’ which is published 
every three months, focuses on various topics 
regarding Kuwait’s history. He added that the center 
also holds up to 1,120,450 documents from the Public 
Authority for the South and Arabian Gulf’s archive as 
well as 1,456,034 documents found during the Iraqi 

invasion. He said that the 
center welcomes senior 
officials from different 
Kuwaiti  institutions to 
look into researches pub-
lished in Kuwait and the 
Arab states as well as for-
eign papers about 
Kuwait’s history and cul-
ture. “The center partici-
pates in various events 
and activities to display 
our latest issues and wel-
comes people to our 
library daily from 8 am to 1:30 pm and then again 
from 5 pm to 7:30 pm,” said Al-Ghunaim, adding that 
“CRSK is considered the official source for Kuwaiti 
studies, as it contains millions of documents and 
researches about Kuwait’s history.” —KUNA

CRSK: A national treasure  
trove of knowledge

Dr Abdullah Al-Ghuniam

Saudi human resources 
minister honors leading 
GCC figures, projects 

 
RIYADH: Ahmad Al-Rajhi, Saudi Minister of 
Human Resources and Social Development, honored 
leading personalities, projects and civil service ini-
tiatives, in the fields of labor and development in 
Saudi Arabia and GCC countries, on Sunday. The 
event was attended by Dr Nayef Falah Al-Hajraf, 
Secretary General of the GCC as well as ministers 
from the civil service, labor and social development 
departments.  

Among those who were honored was Kuwait 
Red Crescent Society (KRCS) Chairman, Dr Hilal 
Al-Sayer. During the event, which aims to encour-
age Saudi and GCC citizens to undertake their 
responsibilities in building labor capacity in the 
region, Al-Rajhi honored 23 distinguished skilled 
personnel affiliated to the civil service depart-

ments and 19 leading companies and institutions in 
the field of job localization and transformation, in 
addition to distinguished small enterprises in the 
field of labor, as well as 18 personalities and proj-

ects in the field of social work. The event took 
place on the sidelines of the GCC ministerial 
meetings hosted by Saudi Arabia on Sept 25 and 
26 in Riyadh. —KUNA

ICSK Khaitan  
wins KITCO  
quiz contest 

 
KUWAIT: An inter-school quiz competition was 
organized by the Bengali Cultural Society on Sept 
23, 2022. The teams from all Indian schools compet-
ed for the preliminary round and the final round, 
which consisted of a variety of rounds, namely - 
audio visual round, namesake round, connectivity 
round, ‘Guess the merged faces of personalities’ and 
so on. The flag bearer of ICSK Khaitan, Miss 
Malavika Vinod proudly waved the school flag when 
the host announced that The Indian Community 

School Khaitan was one of the top six teams going 
to the final round. Both the teams of ICSK Khaitan 
had successfully qualified for the preliminary round, 
moving forward to the finale round. The winning 
team won trophies, a cash prize of KD 400  and two 

Al Jazeera airplane tickets. The entire ICSK Khaitan 
family including the management congratulated the 
winning team and appreciated their performance in 
the most prestigious quiz competition among Indian 
schools in Kuwait.

KUWAIT: Dr Hilal Al-Sayer, Chairman of the Kuwait Red Crescent Society, being honored at the event. —KUNA photo

What are the reasons for women’s absence from parliament?



6 killed in 
Philippine typhoon
SAN ILDEFONSO, Philippines: The strongest
typhoon to hit the Philippines this year left at least
six people dead, authorities said Monday, after
heavy rain and fierce winds battered the country’s
most populous island.

Typhoon Noru toppled trees, knocked out power
and flooded low-lying communities as it swept
across Luzon on Sunday and Monday. There have
so far been no reports of widespread severe dam-
age to buildings from the storm, which hit the coun-
try as a super typhoon.

Five people suffered minor injuries and several
others are missing, disaster officials said. “I think
that we may have gotten lucky at least this time, a
little bit,” President Ferdinand Marcos Jr told a
briefing with disaster agencies.

Five rescuers were killed after they were sent to
help flooded residents in San Miguel municipality in
Bulacan province, near the capital Manila.
Lieutenant-Colonel Romualdo Andres, chief of
police in San Miguel, said the rescuers were wading
through floodwaters when a wall collapsed, sending
them into the fast current.

“Our house was swept away by the flood, it’s
gone,” said Willie Ortega, 59, in San Miguel. “We
weren’t able to save anything, even the rice to eat,
none.” An elderly man died after he was hit by a
landslide in Burdeos municipality on the Polillo
Islands, part of Quezon province, where the storm
made landfall, said Garner Jimenez from the local
civil defence office.

The Philippines is regularly ravaged by storms,
with scientists warning they are becoming more
powerful as the world gets warmer because of cli-
mate change. Noru smashed into the archipelago

nation on Sunday after an unprecedented “explo-
sive intensification” in wind speeds, the state
weather forecaster said earlier.

It made landfall about 100 kilometres (62 miles)
northeast of Manila, before weakening to a typhoon
as it crossed a mountain range, coconut plantations
and rice fields. More than 74,000 people were
evacuated from their homes before the storm hit, as
the meteorology agency warned heavy rain could
cause “serious flooding” in vulnerable areas and
trigger landslides.

But on Monday, there was no sign of the wide-
spread devastation many had feared, as the storm
moved over the South China Sea towards Vietnam.
State weather forecaster Ana Laurel said Noru
brought less rain and moved faster compared to
other destructive typhoons that have hit the
Philippines.

“It all depends on the interplay of the weather
systems. Each typhoon has its own characteristics,”
Laurel explained. Aerial footage taken during
Marcos’s inspection flight over central Luzon
showed rivers that were swollen or had burst their
banks, and patches of farmland under water.

Officials estimate about 141 million pesos ($2.4
million) worth of crops were damaged. National
disaster agency spokesperson Rafaelito Alejandro
described the storm’s impact as “very minimal”.
Marcos said preparations for the storm helped.
“You might think that we overdid it. There is no
such thing as overkill when it comes to disasters,”
he said. The Polillo Islands bore the brunt of Noru
with storm surges blamed for flooding coastal com-
munities. “The wind was whistling and it had heavy
rains,” said Ervin Calleja, a 49-year-old teacher in
Burdeos municipality. — AFP

ROME: Italy took a sharp turn to the right Monday
after Giorgia Meloni’s Eurosceptic populist party
swept to victory in general elections, putting the
one-time Mussolini admirer on course to become
the first woman to lead the country.

Meloni’s Brothers of Italy party, which has neo-
fascist roots, won 26 percent in Sunday’s election,
according to partial results. It leads a coalition
including former premier Silvio Berlusconi and
Matteo Salvini’s far-right League, which looks set to
win a majority in parliament and install the most
right-wing government since World War II.

Meloni’s success represents a seismic change in
Italy-a founding member of the European Union
and the eurozone’s third largest economy-and for
the EU, just weeks after the far-right outperformed
in elections in Sweden.

“Meloni takes Italy,” read the Repubblica daily’s
headline, while editorialist Stefano Folli said it was
“the first time in decades that the country’s political
face has transformed so completely”.

Meloni, whose campaign motto of “God, country
and family” has sparked fears of a regression on
rights in the Catholic-majority country, used her
first public statement to emphasise unity.

She will govern “for all Italians”, she told an early
morning press conference. “We will do it with the
aim of uniting people, of enhancing what unites
them rather than what divides them.” But the 45-
year-old, whose party has never held office, has
huge challenges ahead, from soaring inflation, to a
looming energy crisis and the war in Ukraine.

‘Proud, free Europe’ 
Congratulations came in quickly from Meloni’s

nationalist allies across the continent, from Polish

Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki to Spain’s far-
right party Vox.

“Meloni has shown the way for a proud, free
Europe of sovereign nations,” Vox leader Santiago
Abascal tweeted. But Spanish Foreign Minister Jose
Manuel Albares warned that “populist movements
always grow, but it always ends in the same way-in
catastrophe”.

A spokesman for the European Commission said
it hoped for “constructive cooperation” with the
new government. “Italy is a very Europe-friendly

country with very Europe-friendly citizens and we
assume that won’t change,” added a spokesman for
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz.

Meloni and League leader Matteo Salvini are
both strongly Eurosceptic, although they no longer
want Italy to leave the eurozone. The Brothers of
Italy head says Rome must assert its interests more,
and has policies that look set to challenge Brussels
on everything from public spending rules to mass
migration.

The coalition also wants to renegotiate the EU’s
post-pandemic recovery fund, arguing that the
almost 200 billion euros ($193 billion) Italy is set to

receive should take into account the energy crisis.
But the funds are tied to a series of reforms only

just begun by outgoing Prime Minister Mario
Draghi, and analysts say she has limited room for
manouevre.

Long-lasting government 
Meloni had been leading opinion polls since

Draghi called snap elections in July following the
collapse of his national unity government.

Hers was the only party not to join Draghi’s
coalition in February 2021, making her effectively
the only opposition leader.

Salvini highlighted this fact as he rued his
League party’s poor performance, which at around
nine percent is almost half that of its 17-percent
showing in 2018.

However, he said he would play his part in the
new government, which he hoped could “go for at
least five years straight”.

Turnout fell to a historic low of around 64 per-
cent, and some Italians were sanguine about the
result, viewing it a yet another chapter in an infa-
mously unstable country.

“I’m not too pessimistic because Italians, in
problematic situations, always find a solution,” not-
ed Fabrizio Sabelli, out and about in Rome on
Monday morning.

Meloni has distanced herself from her party’s
neo-fascist past-and her own, after praising dicta-
tor Benito Mussolini as a teen-and presented her-
self as a straight-talking but unthreatening leader.

After being assertive in opposition, she waged a
“very cautious, very reassuring campaign”, Lorenzo
De Sio, head of Italian electoral studies centre CISE,
told AFP. — AFP
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ROME, Italy: Leader of Italian far-right party “Fratelli d’Italia” (Brothers of Italy), Giorgia Meloni holds a placard reading “Thank You Italy” after she delivered an address at her party’s campaign headquarters overnight on September 26, 2022 in
Rome, after the country voted in a legislative election. —AFP

‘Meloni has shown the way for a proud, free Europe of sovereign nations’

Far-right triumphs in Italy vote 

Country’s 
political face 
transformed

ROSE BLANCHE-HARBOUR LE COU, Canada:
Handout image provided by Pauline Billard,
shows damage caused by Hurricane Fiona in
Rose Blanche-Harbour le Cou, Newfoundland
and Labrador, Canada. —AFP

SAN ILDEFONSO, Philippines: Residents carry their belongings while evacuating from their submerged homes
in the aftermath of Super Typhoon Noru in San Ildefonso, Bulacan province. —AFP

Canada counts 
damage after 
storm Fiona
MONTREAL: Parts of eastern Canada suf-
fered “immense” devastation, officials said
Sunday after powerful storm Fiona swept
houses into the sea and caused major power
outages, as the Caribbean and Florida braced
for intensifying Tropical Storm Ian.

Canadian authorities have now confirmed
two deaths caused when Fiona, then a post-
tropical cyclone, tore into Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland early Saturday. Fiona had earli-
er claimed seven lives as it roared through the
Caribbean at the start of a week of havoc.

Officials on Prince Edward Island on Sunday
confirmed the death of one person there,
though there were few details. And officials
have found the body of a 73-year-old woman
believed to have been swept from her home in
Newfoundland. She apparently was sheltering
in her basement when waves broke through.

The storm packed intense winds of 80 miles
(130 kilometers) per hour when it arrived with
force rarely seen in eastern Canada, bringing
torrential rain and waves of up to 40 feet (12
meters). “The devastation is immense,” Nova
Scotia Premier Tim Houston told reporters.
“The magnitude of the storm is incredible.”

Storm surges swept at least 20 homes into
the sea in the town of Channel-Port aux
Basques, on the southwestern tip of
Newfoundland. Mayor Brian Button described
“a total war zone” in the coastal community.

Some 200 residents had been evacuated
before the storm hit. On Sunday, residents were
reckoning with the damage. “Some people have
lost everything, and I mean everything,” Button
told CBC News. “The sea was taking back the
land and we were getting separated. A lot of
our homes are built along the coastline along
the Atlantic Ocean. Down there, Fiona just
wiped out parts of that,” he said.

Tempers were fraying Sunday as residents
tried to return to their homes-or what was left
of them. “I know people are showing up at the
barricades angry this morning and wanting to
move in and go check up on their properties,”
said Button in a live video on Facebook.

“You’ve got to give us a little bit of time...
Unfortunately, this is going to take days, could
take weeks, could take months in some cases,”
he said.  — AFP
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PARIS: The head of France’s Greens party resigned 
on Monday after being accused of “psychological 
violence” by a former partner, dealing a fresh blow 
to the country’s beleaguered left-wing political 
coalition. Julien Bayou, head of the Europe Ecology 
Greens party (EELV), said in a statement that he 
was stepping down due to the “unsustainable” 
nature of his position. 

He has denied the allegations and said he would 
remain an MP, adding that the decision did not call 
into question “my current 
or future commitment”. 
The environmentalist 
came under pressure last 
week after fellow EELV 
lawmaker Sandrine 
Rousseau told a TV show 
that she had met Bayou’s 
former partner, who was 
“very depressed”. 

Bayou “has behaviour 
that causes women mental 
breakdowns,” Rousseau 
claimed. The explosive allegations came amid a 
separate scandal that has enveloped the fellow left-
wing party France Unbowed (LFI), where a senior 
MP recently admitted hitting his wife during a 
break up. 

Rousseau has faced criticism for publicly under-
mining a colleague on the basis of allegations about 
his private life that have not been reported to the 
police. Bayou called it “Kafka on social networks”, 

adding that he had “been accused of things that 
have not been stated (to me), which the accusers 
say are not punishable as a crime.” 

An internal EELV committee that investigates 
gender-based or sexual violence began a probe 
into Bayou in July. At the time, he said he was going 
through a “breakup that includes barely concealed 
threats to me and a form of manipulation that I can 
only condemn.” 

After years in the political wilderness, France’s 
left-wing parties grouped 
together in a coalit ion 
known as “Nupes” for 
parliamentary elections in 
June. The alliance raised 
hopes they might serve as 
a united opposition to the 
centrist ruling alliance of 
President Emmanuel 
Macron, but it has strug-
gled to maintain a com-
mon front. 

Communist party head 
Fabien Roussel broke ranks publicly with his part-
ners in mid-September, when he said the left 
“must defend the notion of work, and not be the 
left of benefits and social security.” Rousseau 
replied that “work was a value of the right”, 
adding that people had “the right to be lazy” and 
that the left should be focused on reducing the 
length of the working week. 

Allegations about harassment and assault are rife 

in French politics, surfacing regularly since the 
#MeToo movement against sexual violence began 
in 2017. In July, Damien Abad, a right-winger who 
was named minister in Macron’s freshly installed 
centrist government, was forced to step down over 
rape allegations. — AFP

News in brief 

Six killed in chopper crash  
 
ISLAMABAD: Six Pakistan servicemen were 
killed in a helicopter crash in southwestern 
Pakistan, the military said Monday, the second 
deadly chopper incident in just over a month. The 
helicopter went down near Khost, a small town in 
Balochistan province bordering Afghanistan and 
Iran. “A helicopter on a flying mission crashed 
late last night. Six personnel-including two army 
majors (both pilots) embraced shahadat (martyr-
dom) in the crash,” the military said in a state-
ment. No further details were given about the 
cause of the crash or type of aircraft. The area 
where the helicopter came down has not been hit 
by recent flooding. In early August, six Pakistan 
servicemen including one of the army’s top com-
manders were killed when their helicopter 
crashed during flood relief operations in 
Balochistan. — AFP 
 
 
Norway Pride shooting arrests 
 
OSLO:  Norwegian police said Monday they had 
arrested two alleged accomplices of the suspect 
in a June shooting that killed two people in Oslo 
on the sidelines of Pride celebrations. The two 
suspects were arrested on Sunday in Oslo sus-
pected of “complicity in a terrorist act”, the Oslo 
police said in a statement. One is a Somali man in 
his forties, the other a Norwegian in his thirties-
both of them known to police. Their identities 
were not disclosed. In the early hours of June 25, 
a man opened fire near a gay bar in central Oslo 
during celebrations linked to the city’s Pride festi-
val. The shooting killed two men, aged 54 and 60, 
and wounded 21 others. Immediately after the 
shooting, police arrested Zaniar Matapour, a 43-
year-old Norwegian of Iranian origin, on suspi-
cion of carrying out the attack. — AFP 

GUIDEL, France: Centrist Mouvement Democrate (MoDem) party’s leader Francois Bayrou (C) sings the national 
anthem with French Agriculture Minister Marc Fesneau (R) during MoDem’s summer university meeting in 
Guidel, western France. — AFP

French Greens party boss resigns  
in fresh blow to left-wing 

Bayou ‘has behaviour that causes women mental breakdowns’: Rousseau 
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Ukrainian geeks  
turned guerrillas  
make drones 

 
BAKHMUT: For young Ukrainian geeks, making 
drones — for reconnaissance or destruction — in a 
house basement near the Donbas frontline is “new 
generation” guerrilla warfare. 

In dim light, the 20-somethings busily piece 
together electronic components spread out on 
tables, with the help of laptops and documents, 
while artillery fire thuds in the background. 

Next the repair room next door — a laundry 
room before the war — drones are patched up 
using spare parts taken from aircraft damaged “in 
battle” against the Russians. In the garden shed 
meanwhile, a 19-year-old, whose nom de guerre is 
Varnak, transforms grenades designed for grenade 
launchers into bombs to be dropped from drones. 

You just add fins to them and change the deto-
nation system, he tells AFP, smiling. “I manage 
explosives here in my section.. . We work on 
grenades and create homemade explosive 
objects”, says the young man, who joined the unit 
after responding to an announcement on Twitter. 
He inscribes personalised messages for the enemy 
on the miniature bombs, including “Victory — and 
happy birthday!” and “People who live without 
freedom have bad taste”. 

In the house garage, a platform covered with 
electronics is mounted on four wheels where the 
team puts finishing touches to a kamikaze drone 
able to carry an anti-tank mine, or any other type 
of explosive. A heavy machine gun waits mean-

while in the corner to be transformed into a robot-
ic firing station. 

 
‘Volunteers’  

Aktor (“Actor” in Ukrainian) was a student at 
the Igor Sikorsky Technical University in Kyiv 
when Russia launched its invasion in February. 
Today, he wears a uniform and works on “robot-
ics” to perfect kamikaze drones. For him, these 
technologies can make a difference in the conflict 
in Ukraine “because the current war ... is a new 
generation war”. 

“It is no longer people with weapons who wage 
war but robotic vehicles, with a very high technical 
level”, says the 22-year-old. “Why should one sol-
dier shoot another when you have a robot that can 
deliver a ton of explosives to an ammunition 
dump?” he asks. 

The group’s founder and leader, Zmiy (“Snake” 
in Ukrainian), is a bearded veteran of the conflict 
that began in 2014 in the Donbas, eastern Ukraine. 

Zmiy, who wears rimmed glasses and a baseball 
cap decorated with a US flag, says the group com-
prises about 40 men and women. —AFP 

DONETSK, Ukraine: Ukrainian soldiers use a drone in Bakhmut, Donetsk region, on September 25, 2022, amid 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. —AFP
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“It’s the final cosmic collision countdown,” tweet-

ed mission control at Johns Hopkins Applied Physics 
Laboratory in Maryland. To be sure, neither the 
asteroid moonlet Dimorphos, nor the big brother it 
orbits, called Didymos, pose any threat as the pair 
loop the Sun, passing about seven million miles from 
Earth at nearest approach. But NASA has deemed 
the experiment important to carry out before an 
actual need is discovered. 

Impact between the car-sized spacecraft, and the 
160 m, or two Statues of Liberty, asteroid was to take 
place at 7:14 pm Eastern Time (2314 GMT), viewable 
on a NASA livestream. By striking Dimorphos head 
on, NASA hoped to push it into a smaller orbit, shav-
ing 10 minutes off the time it takes to encircle 
Didymos, which is currently 11 hours and 55 minutes - 
a change that will be detected by ground telescopes in 
the days or weeks to come. The proof-of-concept 
experiment will make a reality of what has before only 
been attempted in science fiction - notably in films 
such as “Armageddon” and “Don’t Look Up”. 

As the craft propelled itself through space, flying 
autonomously for the mission’s final phase, its camera 
system was to start to beam down the very first pic-
tures of Dimorphos. Minutes later, a toaster-sized 
satellite called LICIACube, which already separated 
from DART a few weeks ago, was to make a close 
pass of the site to capture images of the collision and 
the ejecta - the pulverized rock thrown off by impact. 

LICIACube’s pictures will be sent back in the next 
weeks and months. 

Also watching the event: An array of telescopes, 
both on Earth and in space - including the recently 
operational James Webb - which might be able to see 
a brightening cloud of dust. Finally, a full picture of 
what the system looks like will be revealed when a 
European Space Agency mission four years down the 
line called Hera arrives to survey Dimorphos’ surface 
and measure its mass, which scientists can currently 
only guess at. 

Very few of the billions of asteroids and comets in 
our solar system are considered potentially hazardous 
to our planet, and none are expected in the next hun-
dred years or so. But “I guarantee to you that if you 
wait long enough, there will be an object,” said 
NASA’s Thomas Zurbuchen. We know that from the 
geological record - for example, the six-mile wide 
Chicxulub asteroid struck Earth 66 million years ago, 
plunging the world into a long winter that led to the 
mass extinction of the dinosaurs along with 75 percent 
of all species. An asteroid the size of Dimorphos, by 
contrast, would only cause a regional impact, such as 
devastating a city, albeit with greater force than any 
nuclear bomb in history. How much momentum DART 
imparts on Dimorphos will depend on whether the 
asteroid is solid rock, or more like a “rubbish pile” of 
boulders bound by mutual gravity - a situation that’s 
not yet known.  

The shape of the asteroid is also not known, but 
NASA engineers are confident DART’s SmartNav 
guidance system will hit its target. If it misses, NASA 
will have another shot in two years’ time, with the 
spaceship containing just enough fuel for another 
pass. But if it succeeds, the mission will mark the first 
step towards a world capable of defending itself from 
a future existential threat —AFP  

NASA to deflect 
asteroid in key...
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The information ministry declared that election 

silence will  be observed on Wednesday and 
Thursday, the day of the polls. The ministry said 
during this period, it is totally banned for the 
media to publish or replay any interviews, pro-
grams or reports of candidates contesting the 
50-seat parliament. It also banned the publica-
tion of the results of opinion polls by agencies 
authorized by the ministry.

Nazaha proposes 
measures to...
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Investigators said they were searching his home 
and probing his “adherence to neo-fascist views 
and Nazi ideology”. 

The region’s governor Alexander Brechalov con-
firmed there were “casualties and wounded among 
children”, speaking in a video statement outside 
school No88 in Izhevsk. Rescue and medical work-
ers could be seen in the background, some running 
inside the school with stretchers. Brechalov 
declared a period of mourning in the region to last 
until Thursday. 

A city of around 630,000 people, Izhevsk is the 
regional capital of Russia’s Udmurt Republic, locat-
ed around 1,000 km east of Moscow. The attack 
came just hours after a man had opened fire and 
severely wounded a recruitment officer at an enlist-
ment center in Siberia. Russia’s last major school 
shooting was in April, when a man opened fire in a 

kindergarten in the central Ulyanovsk region, leav-
ing a teacher and two children dead. The shooter, 
described as “mentally ill”, was later found dead, 
with officials saying he had shot himself. 

Mass shootings at schools and universities in 
Russia were rare until 2021, when the country was 
rocked by two separate killing sprees in the central 
Russian cities of Kazan and Perm that spurred law-
makers to tighten laws regulating access to guns. In 
Sept 2021, a student dressed in black tactical clothing 
and helmet armed with a hunting rifle swept through 
Perm State University buildings killing six people, 
mostly women, and injuring two dozen others. 

The gunman resisted arrest and was shot by law 
enforcement as he was apprehended and moved to 
a medical facility for treatment. It was the second 
such attack that year, after a 19-year-old former 
student shot dead nine people at his old school in 
the Kazan in May. Investigators said that the gun-
man suffered from a mental impairment, but was 
deemed fit to receive a license for the semi-auto-
matic shotgun that he used. 

On the day of that attack Putin called for a 
review of gun control laws and the age to acquire 
hunting rifles was increased from 18 to 21 and med-
ical checks were strengthened. — AFP  

School shooting 
kills 15 in Russia...
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collapsed in 2019. Since then, the Lebanese 

pound has lost more than 95 percent of its market 
value, meaning public sector salaries have slumped 
to as low as $40 a month. 

Earlier this month five banks were stormed in one 
day with depositors seeking to unlock frozen sav-
ings, after a string of similar holdups in past weeks. 
The Lebanese banks association said Sunday that 
banks will reopen in a limited capacity to businesses, 
educational institutions and hospitals. Many banks 
have also now hired security guards. ATMs will be 
available “for everyone else,” to allow public and pri-

vate sector institutions to transfer salaries, they said. 
Georges Hajj of Lebanon’s bank employees union 
said that some branches did not reopen, but those 
that did increased security. “This week is a test to 
see how things will unfold,” he said. 

In the southern city of Sidon, heavy security has 
been deployed at several banks, an AFP correspon-
dent reported, after a security forces member tried 
to get into a BLOM bank branch by force to retrieve 
his salary. In the queue outside Fransabank, Yolla 
Sawan, a 67-year-old retired teacher, waited for her 
appointment, hoping to withdraw roughly $130 — 
her bank’s maximum monthly allowance. 

“I don’t know what will happen (if I can’t with-
draw),” she said in a soft voice. 

Near the bank, more servicemen and ordinary 
depositors queued in front of an ATM which was 
empty of any cash. One ISF member, who declined 
to give his name, said he had been waiting for two 
hours to withdraw his meagre salary. — AFP 

Customers fume 
as Lebanese...



HONG KONG, China: A 90-year-old Hong Kong
cardinal went on trial alongside five fellow democracy
supporters on Monday over their role in running a
fund to help defend people arrested in anti-govern-
ment protests. Cardinal Joseph Zen, one of Asia’s high-
est-ranking Catholic clerics, was originally detained
earlier this year under a national security law that
Beijing imposed on Hong Kong to quell dissent.

His arrest for “colluding with foreign forces”
shocked the city’s Catholic community and renewed
criticism of the Vatican’s warming ties with Beijing,
including from fellow senior clerics. Police have not yet
charged Zen with a national security offence, which
can carry a sentence of up to life in jail.

Instead, he and his fellow defendants, including

activist and singer Denise Ho and veteran human rights
barrister Margaret Ng, are being prosecuted for the
less serious offence of failing to properly register their
defence fund as a society. If convicted they face a fine
of up to HK$10,000 ($1,274) but no jail time. All have
pleaded not guilty.

Zen, a retired former Bishop of Hong Kong, arrived
for court on Monday morning with the help of a walk-
ing stick. The Vatican has been muted on his arrest,
previously saying it was concerned and “following the
development of the situation very closely”.

Pope Francis declined to comment on Zen’s prose-

cution when asked about it earlier this month but said
he was determined to continue pursuing a dialogue
with Beijing. The trial comes at a sensitive time for the
Vatican, which is working to renew its controversial
agreement with Beijing later this year over the
appointment of bishops in China.

Shanghai-born Zen was critical, calling the deal a
“sellout” of China’s underground Catholics who have
faced persecution for remaining loyal to Rome and
refusing to recognise the Communist Party-sanctioned
Catholic Patriotic Association.

‘We abandoned him’ 
One of the most senior Catholic clerics to criticise

the Vatican’s response to Zen’s arrest is German
Cardinal Gerhard Mueller.

“We abandoned him,” Mueller told the Italian
newspaper Il Messaggero earlier this month, saying he
was disappointed that a recent consistory-a gathering
of cardinals in Rome-did not speak in support of Zen.

“This cardinal will be sacrificed on the altar of rea-
son, to defend and implement the diplomatic agree-
ment with Beijing,” he added. Zen’s group acted as
trustees of a now-defunct fund that helped pay legal
and medical costs for those arrested during huge and
sometimes violent democracy protests three years
ago. The “612 Humanitarian Relief Fund” is charged
with not properly registering under the Societies
Ordinance, a colonial-era law from 1911. The fund dis-
banded after national security police demanded it
hand over operational details, including information
about its donors and beneficiaries.

In an illustration of the democracy movement’s
widespread support, prosecutors on Monday revealed
the fund had raised as much as HK$270 million ($34
million) from 103,000 donations by the time it closed.

The prosecution said “part of the fund was used for

political activities and non-charity events”, including
donations to protest groups and activists overseas.
The defence argued the fund’s political views were
irrelevant to the charge of whether it had registered
correctly.

China responded to the 2019 protests with a
sweeping crackdown on dissent. A majority of the
city’s most prominent democracy activists are now in
jail or have fled overseas, while dozens of civil society
groups have shuttered. Some groups have been prose-
cuted for funding and registration irregularities, even
though several had functioned without incident for

years. Hong Kong’s government says prosecutors are
simply following the law.

Critics contend a form of “lawfare” has been used
to silence critical groups and bog them down in
expensive legal fights. The court is not sitting on con-
secutive days and the trial is expected to conclude in
early November.

The initial national security investigation was trig-
gered when one of the defendants, cultural studies
scholar Hui Po-keung, was intercepted at Hong Kong’s
airport on May 10 as he tried to leave to take up an
academic post in Europe. — AFP
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Pope Francis declines to comment on Zen’s prosecution

HK cardinal among activists 
on trial over protest fund

Vatican 
muted on 
his arrest

HONG KONG: Cardinal Joseph Zen, one of Asia’s highest-ranking Catholic clerics, arrives at a court for his trial in Hong Kong
on September 26, 2022.  — AFP

BODA, Bangladesh: People gather along the banks of the Karatoya river after a boat capsized near the town of Boda.  — AFP

Little cheer as 
Japan, China mark 
50 years of ties
TOKYO: Japan and China will mark 50 years of diplo-
matic relations this month with little public celebration,
as increasing friction over territorial rivalries and mili-
tary spending frays ties. The world’s second and third
largest economies are key trading partners and just a
few years ago seemed poised for a diplomatic blossom-
ing, with plans for a state visit by Chinese President Xi
Jinping. Since then, ties have soured significantly as
Beijing bolsters its military, projects power regionally
and beyond, and takes a harder line on disputed territo-
ry. In recent months, Chinese missiles are believed to
have fallen within Japan’s exclusive economic zone, and
Tokyo has protested what it calls growing aerial and
maritime violations.

Japan also regularly complains about Chinese activi-
ty around the disputed Tokyo-controlled Senkaku
islands, which Beijing claims and calls the Diaoyus.
“Chinese ships are loitering for dozens of days in the
East China Sea, while an artificial island and a base have
already been built in the South China Sea,” said
Kenichiro Sasae, head of the Japan Institute of
International Affairs. “That makes us wonder-how much
further will China’s ambition go in terms of naval pow-
er?” added Sasae, a former ambassador to Washington
and vice-minister of foreign affairs. The war in Ukraine
has only deepened the divide, with Japan backing
Western allies opposed to Russia’s invasion while
Beijing avoids criticising Moscow.

And the conflict has refocused attention on whether
China might try to forcibly reunite Taiwan with the
mainland, prompting Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida to warn the Ukraine situation “could be East
Asia tomorrow”.

‘Anxious about China’ 
Beijing and Tokyo normalised relations in a joint

communique on September 29, 1972, that officially end-
ed their state of war and saw Japan drop its recognition
of Taiwan. Economic ties grew quickly and steadily, but
political relations have been more unstable, weathering
a series of crises, including over the disputed Senkaku-
Diaoyu islands. Beijing’s growing power has left Japan

“anxious about China”, said Rumi Aoyama, director of
the Waseda Institute of Contemporary Chinese Studies.
“Japan sees China’s activities in the Senkaku islands as
problematic, and involving a ‘core interest’,” she told
AFP.

“But the problem is, China doesn’t understand this
Japanese perspective. Instead, it tends to see Japan as
just following whatever the US says.” Tokyo is a long-
standing and key US ally, but it has been expanding its
partnerships as a bulwark against Beijing. It backed a
revived “Quad” alliance with Australia, India and the
United States, and Kishida in June became Japan’s first
leader to attend a NATO summit. “China is gaining
power and confidence, that’s a trend that can’t be
ignored,” said Ken Endo, an international politics pro-
fessor at University of Tokyo and a security expert.

Japan must “consistently state internationally” that
changing the status quo by force, whether in Ukraine or
Taiwan, is unacceptable. And he says Tokyo needs a
more robust defence capacity, something Kishida and
his ruling party have already publicly backed, to show
that “it’ll cost a lot if you invade us”. Japan is reportedly
weighing boosting defence spending up to two percent
of GDP within five years, from the current one-percent
level. That would represent a sea change in Japan,
whose pacifist constitution still limits its military capaci-
ty, but a modest increase compared to decades of addi-
tional spending by Beijing. —AFP

US, S Korea begin 
naval drills after 
North’s missile test
SEOUL: South Korea and the United States began
their first combined naval exercise near the peninsula
in five years on Monday, a day after Pyongyang con-
ducted a ballistic missile launch. Washington is Seoul’s
key security ally and stations about 28,500 troops in
South Korea to protect it from the nuclear-armed
North.

South Korea’s hawkish President Yoon Suk-yeol,
who took office in May, has vowed to beef up joint
military exercises with the United States, after years of
failed diplomacy with North Korea under his prede-
cessor.

“This exercise was prepared to demonstrate the
strong will of the South Korea-US alliance to respond
to North Korean provocations,” the South’s navy said
in a statement. The four-day exercise on South Korea’s
east coast will involve more than 20 vessels and an
assortment of aircraft, which will conduct drills for
anti-ship and anti-submarine warfare operations, tac-
tical manoeuvres and other maritime operations, the
navy added.

“Through this exercise, we will further improve the
ability to conduct joint operations between the naval
forces of the two countries,” Kwak Kwang-sub, a sen-
ior South Korean naval officer, said in the statement.

The drills come a day after nuclear-armed
Pyongyang conducted another ballistic missile launch,
the latest in its record-breaking blitz of weapons tests
this year. North Korea is under multiple sets of inter-
national sanctions over its programmes to develop
nuclear weapons and ballistic missiles.

Close neighbour China said it had “noted” the joint
military drills in the region when asked about the mis-
sile launch on Monday, and called for “dialogue and
consultation”. “The main issue is that the North
Korean side’s legitimate and reasonable concerns have
not received due response,” foreign ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin said at a routine briefing.

“The US should shoulder its own responsibilities,
stop confrontation and pressure, and create conditions
for the resumption of meaningful dialogue.” Seoul has
also detected signs the North is preparing to fire a
submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM), the pres-
ident’s office said Saturday, a weapon Pyongyang last
tested in May.

Earlier this month, the North revised its nuclear
weapons law, enshrining a “first strike” doctrine and
vowing never to give up its nukes. Allies Washington
and Seoul have long carried out joint exercises, which
they insist are purely defensive. North Korea, however,
sees them as rehearsals for an invasion.—AFP

Bangladesh boat 
tragedy death 
toll hits 40
DHAKA: Rescue workers recovered 15 more bodies
on Monday after a boat carrying religious pilgrims
capsized in Bangladesh, taking the death toll to 40
with dozens still missing, police said. The small boat
packed mostly with women and children on their way
to a popular temple flipped over on Sunday in a river
as onlookers screamed from the shore.

The incident near the remote northern town of
Boda was the latest in a string of similar tragedies
blamed on poor maintenance and overcrowding in the
low-lying delta country. Boda police chief Sujoy
Kumar Roy said fire service and navy divers recovered
15 bodies in the Karotoa River downstream from
where the boat tipped over.

It was carrying around 90 people, of whom around
50 were pilgrims on their way to the centuries-old
Hindu temple for a major festival, according to police.
“Many people are still missing. Our joint search and
rescue operation is ongoing,” Roy told AFP.

Police said they have lowered the number of miss-

ing people as some have reported that they have found
relatives who had swum to safety. But dozens are still
believed to be missing, police officers said. District
police chief Sirajul Huda said the boat was carrying
three times its capacity.

“There were heavy rains in the morning and that is
why when the ferrying began, pilgrims packed the boat
to make it quickly to the temple,” he told AFP. “The
boatman asked some people to disembark in an effort
to ease the weight-load. But no one listened,” he said.

Local media said at least 10 people had been res-
cued and sent to hospital. Mobile phone footage aired
by TV station Channel 24 showed the overcrowded
boat suddenly flipping over, spilling the passengers
into the muddy brown river.

Dozens of people watching from the shore started
shouting and screaming. The weather was calm at the
time. Thousands of Hindus in Muslim-majority
Bangladesh visit the famous Bodeshwari Temple every
year. Sunday marked the start of Durga Puja, the
biggest Hindu festival in Bangladesh-and also eastern
India-drawing large crowds at the temple. Last
December, around 40 people perished when a packed
three-storey ferry caught fire in southern Bangladesh.

A ferry sank in Dhaka in June 2020 after a collision
with another vessel, killing at least 32 people. And at
least 78 people perished in 2015 when an overcrowd-
ed ship collided with a cargo vessel in a river west of
the capital. — AFP

BEIJING: File photo taken in September 1972 shows then-
Japanese Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka (L) walking with
Chinese leader Mao Zedong (R) during his historic visit in
Beijing to forge diplomatic ties, opening a new page in the
two countries’ troubled history. — AFP

Mass grave containing 
remains of 12 found in 
Afghanistan: Taleban
KANDAHAR: A mass grave containing the remains of
12 people has been uncovered in Afghanistan, Taleban
officials said on Monday. The grave was found by vil-
lagers over the past few days in the town of Spin
Boldak, bordering Pakistan, a site of fierce fighting
between former Afghan government forces and
Taleban fighters before the hardline Islamists seized
power last year.

Government spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said
the people were killed nine years ago when the US-
backed government was in power but the site has not
been independently investigated. “These were individ-
uals who were arrested from villages by the former
cruel commander General Raziq. They were all civil-
ians who were killed and buried in a mass grave,” he
said, referring to Kandahar’s late police chief-a power-
ful commander known for his effective battles against
Taleban fighters during the 20-year war.

“We are looking into the issue of this mass grave
after which we will decide on what kind of investiga-
tion should be conducted.” The remains have been
reburied nearby, along with that of another individual

found in a separate unmarked grave, said Haji Zaid, the
spokesman for the governor of Kandahar province.

UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in
Afghanistan, Richard Bennett, tweeted that it was
“important these remains are not disturbed and dam-
aged further pending forensic examination.” Videos
posted to social media, shared by Taleban officials,
show villagers gathered around heaps of bones.

General Abdul Raziq was shot dead by a body-
guard in October 2018, minutes after a meeting with
then top US commander in Afghanistan, General Scott
Miller. The Taleban claimed responsibility, saying they
had targeted Raziq who had a reputation of being a
ruthless opponent in Kandahar and neighbouring
provinces.

Raziq’s brother Tadin Khan rejected the Taleban
accusations. “This is an attempt to malign our family,”
Khan, who had succeeded Raziq as Kandahar police
chief, told AFP in a brief comment by telephone from
the United Arab Emirates. Human Rights Watch called
for an investigation into the killings.

“Discovery of grave sites makes it all the more
urgent the authorities prevent acts of revenge,” tweet-
ed Patricia Grossman, associate director at HRW. The
Taleban seized power on August 15 last year after gov-
ernment officials and army troops abandoned cities,
but deadly clashes erupted between both sides in and
around the town of Spin Boldak. US and UK officials
had even accused the Taleban of killing several former
government officials and their relatives in the town
after it fell to the hardline Islamists. — AFP



PARIS: The world economy will take a bigger hit
than previously forecast next year due to the effects
of Russia’s war in Ukraine, the OECD said Monday.
In a bleak report titled “paying the price of war”,
the Paris-based organization noted that the conflict
aggravated inflationary pressure when the cost of
living was already rising quickly.

“The world is paying a very heavy price for
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine,” OECD
Secretary-General Mathias Cormann said in a news
conference. “Households and firms are suffering as
costs rise and purchasing power is taking a hit,”
Cormann said.

Covid outbreaks are still having an impact on the
global economy while growth has also been affect-
ed by rising interest rates as central banks scramble
to cool red-hot prices, the OECD said. “A number of
indicators have taken a turn for the worse, and the
global growth outlook has darkened,” the
Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development said in the report. Global growth
stalled in the second quarter of this year and data in
many economies “now point to an extended period
of subdued growth”, the OECD said.

The organization slashed its 2023 growth fore-
cast for the global economy to 2.2 percent, down
from 2.8 percent in its previous estimate in June.
“The central scenario is not a global recession, but

risks have increased in the past few months,” said
the OECD’s interim chief economist Alvaro Pereira.

To highlight the impact of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, the OECD said global output in 2023 is
now projected to be $2.8 trillion lower than previ-
ously estimated before the conflict in December
2021. “This is the size of the French economy,”
Pereira said.

German recession 
The outlook for nearly all nations in the Group of

20 top economies was cut, except for Turkey,
Indonesia and Britain, though the latter is forecast
to have zero growth. Growth in the United States-
the world’s biggest economy-is forecast to slow to
0.5 percent in 2023.

The growth forecast for China, whose economy
has been hit by strict COVID lockdowns, was cut
sharply for this year to 3.2 percent while it was
slightly lower to 4.7 percent for 2023. Germany is
now expected to go into recession next year with
Europe’s biggest economy now seen shrinking by
0.7 percent-a 2.4-percentage-point drop from the
previous forecast. The country’s economy has been
hit the hardest in Europe as it has relied heavily on
Russian supplies of natural gas, which Moscow has
cut significantly in suspected retaliation to Western
sanctions. The eurozone as a whole will post mea-

ger growth of 0.3 percent, a sharp downgrade from
1.6 percent. The OECD kept its 2022 global growth
forecast unchanged at three percent after previous-
ly lowering it.

‘Significant uncertainty’ 
The war has sent energy and food prices soaring

over concerns about supply as Russia is a major oil
and gas producer while Ukraine is a key exporter of
grains to countries across the world. Inflation had
already been on the rise before the conflict due to
bottlenecks in the global supply chain after coun-
tries emerged from COVID lockdowns.

“Inflationary pressures have become increasingly
broad-based, with higher energy, transportation
and other costs being passed through into prices,”
the OECD said. The OECD raised its inflation fore-
cast for the G20 to 8.2 percent for 2022 and 6.6
percent for next year.

Governments have announced emergency meas-
ures to help households and businesses cope with
the soaring cost of living. But the measures “have
been poorly targeted”, the OECD said.

Central banks, meanwhile, have ramped up inter-
est rates, a move necessary to tame inflation but
that can also push economies into recession. The
monetary tightening is a “key factor slowing global
growth”, the OECD said. The organization warned

that “significant uncertainty surrounds the projec-
tions” for the global economy. More severe fuel
shortages could shave off a further 1.25-percent-
age-points from Europe’s economy in 2023 and a
half-point for global growth. —AFP
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BRUSSELS: The world economy will take a bigger hit
than previously forecast next year due to the effects of
Russia’s war in Ukraine, OECD Secretary-General
Mathias Cormann said Monday. 

World economy to slow, ‘paying
the price of war’, warns OECD

Conflict aggravated inflationary pressure amid soaring cost of living

In a shift away from
China, Apple to make
iPhone 14 in India
MUMBAI: Apple will manufacture its new flagship
smartphone in India, the US tech giant said Monday,
as it seeks to diversify production away from a
dependence on China. The iPhone supply chain is
based mainly in China but the country’s zero-
COVID policies and tensions with the United States
have hurt production, analysts say.

“We’re excited to be manufacturing iPhone 14 in
India,” Apple said in a brief statement.

The California-based firm already makes older
iPhone models in India via Taiwanese manufacturers
such as Foxconn, which has a factory in the south-
ern state of Tamil Nadu. The latest announcement
comes just weeks after Apple launched new smart-
phones. The tech behemoth is commencing produc-
tion of the iPhone 14 in India much earlier than it did
for previous models, Canalys analyst Sanyam
Chaurasia said. “Over the last couple of years, it has
been increasingly diversifying its supply chain to
India,” Chaurasia told AFP.

About 7.5 million iPhones-around three percent
of Apple’s global production-were made in India
last year, the analyst added. “We expect that the
local production of iPhones could reach more than
11 million this year,” he said. Apple’s announcement
will be a boost to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
“Make in India” strategy under which he has urged
foreign businesses to manufacture goods in the
South Asian nation. Analysts estimate that Apple

will turn India into a global iPhone manufacturing
hub by 2025 as it slowly cuts its reliance on China,
where it has been producing the vast majority of its
devices for over a decade.

In a report earlier this month, JP Morgan ana-
lysts said Apple will move 5 percent of global
iPhone 14 production to India by late 2022 and
expand its manufacturing capacity in the country to
produce 25% of all iPhones by 2025.

India has attracted investments from Apple manu-
facturing partners Foxconn and Wistron in recent
years by offering lucrative subsidies as New Delhi
moves to make the country a manufacturing hub.
The presence of the foreign production giants, cou-
pled with “ample labor resources and competitive
labor costs,” make India a desirable location, JP
Morgan analysts said. “India’s iPhone supply chain
has historically supplied only legacy models.
Interestingly, Apple has requested that EMS vendors
manufacture iPhone 14/14 Plus models in India in
4Q22, within two to three months of the start of pro-
duction in Mainland China. The much shorter inter-
val implies the increasing importance of India pro-
duction and likely higher iPhone allocations to India
manufacturing in the future,” the report added.

“We believe Apple only produces iPhone 14/14
Plus models in India now due to the more complex
camera module alignment of the iPhone Pro series
(done by EMS vendors) and higher local market
demand for the iPhone 14 series (tax savings). We
expect the volume to start small in 4Q22 (~1M units
per month, or 5% of total iPhone volume).”

As Apple expands its local manufacturing capac-
ity in India, many will hope that it will make its
handsets affordable in the country. The base iPhone
14 model, which is priced at $799 in the US, costs
79,900 Indian rupees ($980). — Agencies

UK PM Truss 
under fire as 
pound sinks
LONDON: The government of new British
Prime Minister Liz Truss on Monday came under
pressure after the pound hit a record low against
the dollar following last week’s huge tax-cutting
budget. The main opposition Labour party lam-
basted Truss for the massive spending plans,
which some economists warn could further fuel
inflation.

Labour’s finance spokeswoman Rachel Reeves
described the situation as a “national emergency”
and likened Truss and her chancellor of the
exchequer Kwasi Kwarteng to “two desperate
gamblers in a casino chasing a losing run”. “The
message from financial markets was clear on
Friday and this morning that message is even
more stark: sterling is down. That means higher
prices, as the costs of imports rise,” she said.

“The cost of government borrowing is up. That
means that more taxpayers money will go into
paying the interest on our government debt. “And
in turn that means the cost of borrowing for
working people will now go up to with higher
mortgage repayments,” she told Labour’s annual
conference in Liverpool, northwest England.
Britain has been facing a cost-of-living crisis
with soaring energy prices coupled with inflation
and wage stagnation.

Pound sinks 
Kwarteng was appointed finance minister by

Truss earlier this month after she took office fol-
lowing a leadership battle to replace Boris
Johnson as head of the ruling Conservative party.

On Friday Kwarteng unveiled a multi-billion-
pound package to support households and busi-
nesses. He also slashed taxes, bringing forward a
plan to cut the lowest rate of income tax and
reducing the highest to 40 percent from 45 per-
cent to kickstart the economy. But investors were
spooked by the huge amount of borrowing likely
needed for the package, which critics said would
benefit the rich far more than the poorest hit by
the cost-of-living crisis.

The cost of the energy support measures
alone have been calculated at £60 billion ($65

billion) for only six months. But economists esti-
mate the whole tax package at between £100-
200 billion.

The pound on Monday struck an all-time low
at $1.0350 before regaining some ground to
stand at $1.0728 around 1115 GMT. The pound
had already suffered a series of 37-year lows
against the greenback this month on UK reces-
sion fears propelled by high inflation. 

‘Back to 1970s’ 
Economist Nouriel Roubini, known for his

pessimistic predictions and having anticipated
the subprime crisis, said on Twitter he believed
Britain was headed “back to the 1970s”.
“Stagflation and eventually the need to go and
beg for an IMF (International Monetary Fund)
bailout.... Truss and her cabinet are clueless,” he
said. The Bank of England (BoE), which on
Thursday raised its rate by 0.50 percentage
points to 2.25 percent, may need to meet urgently
to raise the rate again.

The markets now believe that the rate could
rise two percentage points by November, when
its next meeting is scheduled. Without interven-
tion this week, the pound could well fall below
parity to the dollar soon, warned Lee Hardman,
analyst at MUFG, Japan’s largest bank.

The tension between the Bank of England and
the Treasury was now “palpable”, added
Susannah Streeter, analyst at Hargreaves
Lansdown, with members of the Central Bank
wanting to limit inflation by weakening demand
and political leaders who want to boost it.

Sky News, citing unnamed sources, said the
Bank of England was due to issue a statement.

While inflation reached 9.9 percent in the UK-
the highest in the G7 — the central bank also
estimated that the country had entered recession
during the third quarter.

The pound is not the only currency in difficul-
ty against the dollar: since the beginning of the
year, the yen has lost 20 percent, while the euro
has fallen by 15 percent. During the pound’s pre-
vious historic low, in 1985, several large coun-
tries, including the United States, had signed the
Plaza agreement, which aimed to voluntarily
depreciate the greenback. “Are we getting closer
to a ‘Plaza moment’?” said John Velis, analyst at
BNY Mellon.

“The USD real exchange rate is currently as
high as it was at that time, but the spirit of cooper-
ation doesn’t yet seem to be present among the
major economies in the world now,” he said. —AFP

Macau casino stocks 
surge on mainland 
travel hopes
MACAU: Casino stocks soared in Macau on
Monday after authorities announced plans to grad-
ually welcome back tour groups from the Chinese
mainland, the demographic that makes up the vast
majority of punters. Macau is the only place in
China where casinos are legal and the former
Portuguese colony used to dwarf Las Vegas for the
scale of bets placed each month.

But China’s strict zero-COVID controls have laid
waste to the gaming sector, hammering the city’s
economy and its main source of revenue. Some
much-needed relief came on Sunday when city
leader Ho Iat-seng said Macau would start allowing

group tours from mainland provinces, as well as
easier e-visa rules for mainlanders, from November.

Gaming stocks surged the most in six months on
Monday morning, with a Bloomberg Intelligence
gauge of the city’s six licensed casino operators
showing overall gains of more than 10 percent.

Sands China led the pack, soaring more than 18
percent, SJM holdings rose more than 14 percent
while Wynn Macau was up 10 percent. Ho said tour
group rules would initially be eased for the neigh-
boring mainland province of Guangdong, followed
by other major population centers including
Shanghai, Zhejiang, Jiangsu and Fujian. Daily visita-
tion numbers, he added, could rise to 40,000, com-
pared with just 11,000 in August.

But Macau will not, for now, follow Hong Kong
which last week announced it was finally scrapping
mandatory hotel quarantine for international travel-
ers. Instead the city will remain largely closed to
overseas visitors, maintaining a seven-day hotel
quarantine policy. — AFP

Liz Truss
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FRANKFURT: Luxury sports carmaker Porsche 
will this week race onto the Frankfurt stock 
exchange in what is set to be one of Europe’s 
biggest listings in years, seeking to defy recent 
market turbulence. 

While the listing comes at a difficult time for 
global markets-roiled by the war in Ukraine and 
surging inflation-the maker of the 9-11 sports 
car expects to leverage its brand power. 

“Some potential clients may not yet be able to 
afford a Porsche, but they can buy the shares,” 
said Lutz Meschke, deputy chairman of the com-
pany’s board. 

Parent  company Volkswagen hopes 
Thursday’s flotation will raise up to 9.4 billion 
euros ($9.2 billion) and are targeting a valuation 
of up to 75 billion euros for Porsche. Some of 
the cash will be ploughed into Volkswagen’s 
high-speed drive towards electric vehicles, 
which has brought the legacy carmaker into 
more direct competition with US rival Tesla. In 
terms of value of shares issued, Porsche’s is set 
to  be the b iggest  s tock market  debut  in 
Germany since Deutsche Telekom’s in 1996, and 
the largest in Europe since the 2011 flotation of 
Switzerland-based commodities giant Glencore. 
Analysts are looking to the carmaker’s market 
entry for some cheer in a morose economic 
backdrop. 

“The Porsche AG IPO may offer a catalyst in 
an industry sorely lacking positive surprises,” 
Berenberg said in a note. 

“Volkswagen’s luxury sports car business 
holds brand power and electrification momentum 
in the most desirable automotive segments.” 

Electric drive  
The IPO will see 114 million shares of “Porsche 

AG” listed, with a price range between 76.50 and 
82.50 euros per share. VW’s targeted valuation is 
below some earlier estimates-but should still cata-
pult it above rivals such as BMW, with a valuation of 
49 billion euros, and Mercedes-Benz, with a 61-bil-
lion-euro price tag. 

The maker of the iconic 911 sports car has joined 
the electric drive of Volkswagen group, whose brands 
also include Audi and Skoda, in earnest. The electric 
“Taycan” has been the brand’s best-selling model 
since January, an electric version of the “Macan” is 
due in 2024, as well as the launch of a new SUV in the 
middle of the decade. The electric strategy-launched 
by former VW chief Herbert Diess-includes building 
battery factories across Europe and the US. The IPO 
will see preferential shares sold to investors, which 
have no voting rights, while Volkswagen will also sell 
25 percent of the carmaker to Porsche SE. 

The eponymous company is a listed holding con-
trolled by the Porsche-Piech family, who in turn are 
the main shareholders in Volkswagen. This means 
that Porsche SE will have a blocking minority that 
will allow it to steer the future of the company. 

 
Major investor interest  

While there is much anticipation ahead of the 
Porsche IPO, concerns surrounding governance 
have been brewing at Volkswagen. The dual role of 
recently appointed group CEO Oliver Blume  — 
who has maintained his position as Porsche chief, as 
well as taking on the top job at Volkswagen group-
has in particular raised eyebrows. Nevertheless, the 
listing has generated interested among major 

investors, including Qatar and Abu Dhabi’s public 
investment funds, Norway’s sovereign wealth fund 
and US asset management firm T Rowe Price. 

They will together hold about 3.6 billion euros 
in preferential shares, with Qatar making the 

biggest investment. Volkswagen hopes that listing 
a minority stake in Porsche will push up its own 
stock market value, which is currently about 90 
billion euros-just a fraction of Tesla’s, at just under 
$900 billion. —AFP

Porsche to race onto German  
stock exchange with mega IPO

Carmaker seeks to defy turbulence in automobile sector with listing

LuLuFin MD Ahamed  
receives long-term  
residence visa in Oman 

 
KUWAIT: Adeeb Ahamed, Managing Director of Lulu 
Financial Holdings, has been granted Oman’s long-term 
residency card for expat investors. Adeeb Ahamed 
received the investor residency card from Qais 
Mohammed Moosa Al-Yousef, Minister of Commerce, 
Industry & Investment Promotion, Government of Oman. 

“I am humbled and delighted to receive this honor 
today. I thank His Majesty Sultan Haitham bin Tariq Al-Said, 
the government and people of Oman, for bestowing this 
recognition on me,” Adeeb said, after receiving his residen-
cy card, adding, “Oman is blessed with a robust economy, 
and it has been a privilege to invest in its growth.” 

Launched in late 2021, the Investor Residency Visa is part 
of the country’s economic recovery plan to attract global tal-
ent and boost investment to Oman, in line with the Oman 
Vision 2040. Adeeb is a prominent entrepreneur whose 
investments have immensely contributed to the sultanate’s 
financial services and cross-border payments sector. Abu 
Dhabi-based LuLu Financial Holdings, which has a presence 
in 11 countries globally, operates a slew of LuLu Exchange 
branches apart from digital payment solutions, in Oman. 

LOS ANGELES: Porsche Downtown LA auto dealership in Los Angeles, California. Parent company Volkswagen AG has set 
shares of Porsche to begin trading on the Frankfurt Stock Exchange on September 29. —AFP

 Adeeb Ahamed receives the investor residency card from Qais 
Mohammed Moosa Al-Yousef

Jazeera Airways  
launches ‘Jazeera  
Global’ with Dohop 

 
KUWAIT: Jazeera Airways announced on Monday 
its new partnership with Icelandic technology 
provider, Dohop. Jazeera Global enables passengers 
to book connections from Jazeera flights on to other 
airlines to various destinations in a single seamless 
transaction, on the Jazeera website and App. 

With the help of Dohop’s API-based technology, 
Jazeera will have access to a network of airlines, 
including Turkey-based Pegasus Airlines, allowing 
customers to book tickets across airlines that do 
not have traditional interline or code-sharing agree-
ments. Initially there are 23 new destination options 
which connect with Jazeera flights including 
London, Amsterdam, Dusseldorf, Athens plus 
regional airports in Turkey. 

Jazeera Airways Chief Executive Officer, Rohit 
Ramachandran, said: “This is a unique offering to 
help our passengers connect from Kuwait to desti-
nations in Europe. We are pleased to be working 
with Dohop and their platform and look forward to 
expanding the service over time.” 

Ooredoo hosts big  
launch event for  
iPhone 14 Series  

 
KUWAIT: Known for 
being a pioneer in its 
sector and for providing 
constant upgrades with 
the aim of enriching peo-
ple’s lives, Ooredoo 
Kuwait, the first to intro-
duce innovative digital 
services in the country, 
continues to lead the dig-
ital transformation ladder 
for its customers. 
Achieving yet another 
milestone that adds to the 
company’s records in the world of communications 
and innovative up-to-date devices, Ooredoo hosted 
the biggest launch event in Kuwait to give cus-
tomers the opportunity to obtain exclusive plans at 
competitive prices with the latest all-new iPhone 14 
Pro and iPhone 14 Pro Max. The event took place 
on Thursday, September 22, 2022. It lasted for 3 
days at the Ooredoo Tower in the heart of Kuwait 
City. It witnessed a large crowd of customers and 
iPhone fans. 

Excitement filled the largest iPhone 14 launch 
event in the country. The Ooredoo Tower, in the 
vibrant heart of Kuwait City, welcomed thousands 
of customers and smartphone enthusiasts especial-
ly the iPhone. The heavy gathering at the compa-
ny’s headquarters, which included many celebrities 
and social media influencers, began at 6 pm and 
lasted until the early hours of the morning to take 
advantage of the exclusive offers and the most 
competitive prices in the country with Shamel Pro 
packages, unique benefits and amazing complimen-
tary gifts. In addition, being the Official Middle 
East & Africa Telecommunications Operator of the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, Ooredoo gifted tick-
ets to attend the highly anticipated World Cup, 
which is to be held on November 21, to December 
18, 2022. 

Furthermore, all customers were treated with 
outstanding experiences that included a museum of 
all iPhone generations.  

In addition, there were augmented and virtual 
reality games that put the participants in the World 
Cup stadium(s). There was also an exclusive set of 
raffles and valuable prizes and promotions  from 
many of the participating companies in the event 
including the National Bank of Kuwait (NBK), 
Kuwait Airways, Oula Gas Station, Falcon company, 
owned by New Market and the leader in Kuwait 
and the region in providing the latest services and 
technology related to drones DJI, Cavaraty, a store 
that offers high quality mobile products and acces-

sories, Soor Fuel Marketing (Alfa), Al-Seef 
Hospital, and Bang & Olufsen. 

Moreover, in collaboration with V-Thru, a num-
ber of well-known restaurants and cafes that offer 
the best tastes participated where customers 
enjoyed the true meaning of authentic hospitality 
and tasted the most delicious cuisines, coffee and 
beverages. 

The company continues its digital leadership to 
digitally empower the community and be the pre-
ferred digital communications provider for its cus-
tomers in a digitally connected world. 

Abdulaziz Yaqoub Al-Babtain, Chief Executive 
Officer of Ooredoo Kuwait, expressed his happi-
ness at the success of the launch event and said: 
“This largest event in the country comes at a time 
when the company continues to accelerate its digi-
tal leadership in line with its vision and goals of 
making a positive change in the lives of its cus-
tomers and community in a digitally connected 
world. Excellence in customer service and meeting 
their aspirations remains a cornerstone of 
Ooredoo’s digital journey. 

Al-Babtain added: “We always strive to consoli-
date our position in the digital communications 
sector by enhancing the value of our customers 
and elevating their digital lifestyle. Therefore, we 
are keen, through our unique offerings and latest 
products, in addition to our partnerships with rep-
utable companies, to achieve harmony with our 
future ambitions to be the preferred telecom oper-
ator in Kuwait.” 

For the second consecutive year, Ooredoo 
Kuwait and the National Bank of Kuwait (NBK), 

the leading bank in Kuwait and the region, cele-
brated their strategic partnership agreement, under 
which they offered exclusive packages to the carri-
ers of the Privilege cards for purchasing the new 
iPhone 14 Pro and iPhone 14 Pro Max in Ooredoo’s 
launch event of the all-new iPhone14 range with Al-
Nukhba packages. 

Similarly, Kuwait Airways is one of the success-
ful partnerships for this year. This partnership 
extended the exclusive offers to Kuwait Airways’ 
customers that hold the Oasis membership. It also 
granted Ooredoo customers complimentary tickets 
to various destinations within exciting competitions 
held during the event. Tapan Tripathi, CCO of 
Ooredoo Kuwait, commented by saying, “We are 
ecstatic with the success of this event, and to see 
joy and excitement on the faces of our clients. We 
saw things go smoothly. We eliminated long queues 
and reduced the waiting time for our customers 
significantly. And we were successful in delivering 
our customers their devices within the same night.” 
He also added, “and due to the enormous demand 
of our customers, we extended our iPhone offers 
for additional days to meet these demands. At 
Ooredoo, we aspire to satisfy our customers’ needs 
and wants.” 

Lastly, the presence of the Ministry of Interior 
members throughout the iPhone 14 launch event is 
highly appreciated, in which they contributed to 
organizing the influx of attendees and ensured to 
maintain security and safety of everyone. Ooredoo 
further extended its appreciation to all the partici-
pating companies which were a great addition to 
the event as a whole.

KUWAIT: (From right) Essa Al-Mousa, Fadi Kawar and Thamer Al-Tahous An official displays an iPhone 14 mobile phone during the event

A view of the mega event at Ooredoo Tower

Abdulaziz Al-Babtain
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KYIV: Usually the engine-room of the Ukrainian 
economy, heavy industry has fallen victim to 
Russia’s invasion, with output ground down under 
the pressure of the war. In the gigantic 
ArcelorMittal steelworks and iron mine complex in 
Kryvyi Rih, three of the four blast furnaces have 
been shut down, while the mine lies dormant. 

The last working blast furnace, a cathedral of 
metal surrounded by colossal pipes, was running 
on low gear when AFP visited. Much of the site 
which sprawls over 70 square kilometers-two-
thirds the size of the city of Paris-and normally 
employs 22,000 people was running below normal 
operations. A handful of workers took turns tend-
ing a small river of glowing metal, while square 
steel beams clank along a treadmill in a cavernous 
hangar nearby. The complex in the southern city 
close to the frontline is considered a national jewel 
by Ukrainians. 

Bought in 2005 by ArcelorMittal for nearly $5 
billion, its products are sold internationally-includ-
ing for the Burj Khalifa skyscraper in Dubai, the 
tallest in the world. 

But after the invasion began in February, work 
halted for a month when Russian troops 
approached Kryvyi Rih. Production eventually 
restarted, but at a reduced tempo. 

By the end of August, output was “between 15 
and 20 percent” of the corresponding period in 
2021, according to Artem Filipiev, the site’s deputy 
director. 

 
Logistical headaches  

“We keep the site running, that’s our mission,” 
Fi l ipiev told AFP. Some 2,000 of  the s i te ’s 
employees are currently fighting in the Ukrainian 
army, and 17 have been killed, so keeping the 
plant functional is “not just about profit...(but) 

social responsibility”, he said. 
Among the myriad logistical headaches the war 

has caused for Ukraine’s industrial sector are how 
to maintain supplies, keep customers, and deliver 
products. Moscow now controls the major Black 
Sea ports of Mariupol and Berdiansk in southeast 
Ukraine. Ports in the southwest like Odesa and 
Chernomorsk remain in Ukrainian hands, although 
Russia-under strong international pressure-has 
only allowed their use for grain exports. 

“The ports are closed, the metallurgical indus-
tries of Mariupol were among our main consumers 
of iron ore, clients in Zaporizhzhia have also 
slowed down their activity, our iron mines are at a 
standstill,” said Sergiy Milutin, deputy mayor of 
Kryvyi Rih. ArcelorMittal-which exports 85 per-
cent of its products-says it now uses rail and river 
transport for deliveries, mainly via Poland and the 
Baltic Sea, as well as Romania. 

But the costs have “multiplied by two or three” 
for steel producers, Marina Bozkurt, an analyst 
with Rystad, told AFP. 

 
‘De-economization’ 

The months-long shell ing by Russia of 
Ukrainian troops entrenched in the Azovstal steel-
works in Mariupol showed the resilience of such 
Soviet-era infrastructure-but ultimately the facility 
was left destroyed. By September, over 420 
Ukrainian industries and companies had been 
damaged or destroyed by the war, comprising an 
estimated loss of $30 billion, according to the Kyiv 
School of Economics. Mining and manufacturing 
processing industries made up 17 percent of 
Ukraine’s GDP in 2021, and the sector “is part of 
the economic security” of the country, said 
Dmytro Goryunov, an economist with the Centre 
for Economic Strategy. 

The importance of heavy industry for the econ-
omy explains why Russia pounds it, according to 
Anatoly Kovaliov, rector of the Odessa National 
University of Economics. 

“After three days of fai led ‘blitzkrieg’, of 
absolute fiasco, the Russians understood that they 
would not take our country easily, so they decided 
to destroy it”, Kovaliov told AFP. 

The Kremlin has an aim of “de-economization”, 

he said. Ukrainian GDP collapsed by 37 percent in 
the second quarter of 2022 compared to the same 
period last year, according to Goryunov. 
According to Kovaliov, the country needs a good 
five to eight years of reconstruction once it wins 
the war, which he believes is a certainty. “We will 
need a Marshall Plan,” he said, referring to the US-
devised giant economic rescue scheme to rebuild 
Europe after World War II.  —AFP

Russia war cripples Ukrainian heavy industry
ArcelorMittal steelworks complex in Kryvyi Rih lies in ruins

 

CBK bonds and  
related Tawarruq 

 
KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait 
(CBK) announced the most recent issues 
of CBK bonds and related Tawarruq at a 
total  value of  KD 240 mil l ion for s ix 
months with a rate of return  at 3.750 
percent.

KRYVYI RIH, Ukraine: This photograph taken on September 21, 2022 shows a blast furnace at the ArcelorMittal Kryvyj Rih 
integrated steel company’s factory, in the city of Kryvyj Rih, central Ukraine, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. —AFP

Unilever CEO to 
step down end 2023 

 
LONDON: Alan Jope, chief executive of Unilever, 
will retire his role at the end of 2023, the British 
consumer goods group announced Monday. 
Scotland-born Jope, who this year came under 
fierce criticism from investor activists over a failed 
takeover bid, will depart Unilever after five years as 
CEO and nearly four decades at the company, a 
statement said. 

Unilever brands include Magnum ice cream, Cif 
surface cleaner and Dove soap. “As I approach my 
fifth year as CEO, and after more than 35 years in 

Unilever, I believe now is the right time for the 
board to begin the formal search for my successor,” 
Jope said. “Growth remains our top priority, and in 
the quarters ahead I will remain fully focused on 
disciplined execution of our strategy, and leverag-
ing the full benefits of our new organization.” 

Jope leaves after Unilever’s recent failed $50-
billion bid for the former health care unit of drug-
maker GlaxoSmithKline. In response, Jope slashed 
around 1,500 management jobs worldwide in a 
major restructure of the company, seen as a bid to 
appease unhappy investors. 

“Unilever has seen improved performance, 
enabled by its clear strategic choices and a signifi-
cant company transformation,” chairman Nils 
Andersen added in Monday’s statement. 

“The board will now conduct an orderly succes-
sion process and support Alan and the manage-
ment team in further driving the performance of 
Unilever.” 

Under Jope, Unilever became a wholly British 
company at the end of 2020 after it completed a 
merger of its Dutch and British corporate entities. 
The group’s most recent results revealed first-half 
revenues jumped on higher prices, but net profit fell 
on rising costs and taxation. 

Input costs for companies worldwide have 
soared in 2022 on sky-high inflation and global 
supply-chain pressures. Unilever’s share price 
jumped 1.7 percent to almost £41 ($44) follow-
ing the announcement on the London stock 
market. —AFP

MTC, Mitsubishi  
celebrate launch  
of Outlander 2023 

 
KUWAIT: Maseelah Trading Co (MTC), a member 
of Al Mulla Group and the sole authorized distribu-
tor of Mitsubishi vehicles in Kuwait since 1972, host-
ed a high-level delegation from Mitsubishi Motors 
Middle East and Africa (MMC) during their recent 
visit to Kuwait to celebrate the regional launch of 
the all-new-2023 fourth generation and much-antici-
pated Outlander f lagship SUV from Mitsubishi 
Motors. 

Imad Flayhan, Managing Director of the Al Mulla 
Automotive Group, accompanied by Hisham Fakih- 
Director of Automotive, and senior management 
representatives from MTC welcomed Masatsugu 
Kurahashi, Division General Manager, Europe & 
Midd le  Eas t /Af r ica/  South  As ia  D iv i s ion  o f 
Mitsubishi Motors and Yutaka Yano, President of 
Mitsubishi Motors Middle East and Africa FZE, and 
their delegation, at a special function held at the 
Mitsubishi Motors showroom in the Al-Rai Area in 
Kuwai t .   The  event  was  a t tended  by  A l  Mul la 
Motors’ clients and members of the local media. 

Kurahashi said: “We are delighted to be here 
today at the Maseelah Trading Co our distinguished 
regional partners and distributors of the Mitsubishi 
Motors vehicles in Kuwait since 1972 to celebrate 
this special launch. The all-new Outlander is a game 
changer for Mitsubishi Motors, with its strong prod-
uct appeal and the prospect of completely reshaping 
customers’ opinion about not only this specific mod-
el but the entire brand. In the Middle East, cus-
tomers are looking for more than just a car, they 
want a vehicle that has all its bases covered - from 
utility and versatility to features and packages; exte-
rior design/interior styling. The Outlander we have 
designed will continue attracting new customers 
through these improved product attributes which 
include enhanced drivability, better fuel economy, 
among others.” “We look forward for continued col-
laboration with Al Mulla Motors for many years to 
come,” he added. 

Commenting on the special visit, Flayhan said: 
“We are pleased to welcome our notable guests from 
Mitsubishi  Motors Middle East and Africa who 
joined us today to witness first hand our celebration 
of the launch of the much-anticipated Outlander 
f lagship SUV from Mitsubishi Motors. Al Mulla 
Group is proud of its partnership with Mitsubishi 
Motor  Company. By embrac ing the  va lues  of 
Mitsubishi in everything we do, we have succeeded 
in establishing a unique brand position, one of the 
highest market shares, and a benchmark for our 
competitors to strive towards. We have pledged to 
deliver the best customer ownership experience pro-
vided by highly trained professional staff utilizing 
the latest advanced management tools through all 
our updated facilities.” He added, “In the few coming 
months, Al Mulla Motors will embark on an exciting 
journey with remarkable events, activities, and new 
facilities opening aimed at celebrating our 50 years 
of partnership with Mitsubishi Motors, a brand that 
has become associated with Al Mulla Group’s repu-
tat ion  of  Exce l lence , Profess iona l i sm, and 
Innovation.” 

Mitsubishi Motors Middle East and Africa has 
recently launched the fourth generation of the much-

anticipated Outlander flagship SUV in the region. 
This premium quality seven-seater received a com-
plete design overhaul and features rugged perform-
ance that’s perfect for today’s dynamic environment, 
as well as innovative technology which can enhance 
dr iv ing  exper ience  in  more  ways  than  one! 
Addi t iona l ly, th is  sa fety-centr ic  model  comes 
equipped with a host of advanced features that 
ensure occupants always remain safe. 

The Outlander is an SUV that’s been around for 
nearly two decades and has grown in popularity year 
after year. Since 2001, Mitsubishi Motors sold over 
2.6 million units of the Outlander series globally. 

 
The exterior 

The Outlander’s exterior design portrays a confi-
dent and strong personality, achieved through the 
“Bold Stride” design concept. To express a bold aura 
and a sense of presence and stability, the strong, hori-
zontal-themed proportion from front to rear, is con-
trasted with broad surface lines paired up by sharp 
edges and complemented with a large-diameter 20-
inch alloy wheels and overhanging fenders that high-
light the wide body. 

Inspired by the rear-mounted spare tire of the 
Pajero, the Outlander’s tailgate has a hexagonal motif 
that appears to have been cut from one whole surface. 
This design choice of the upper part is meant to 
express the stability and security this SUV offers, while 
lower part represents its strong performance capabili-
ties. The horizontal-themed T-shaped taillights empha-
size the width of the body and enhance recognition. 

 
Performance  

The newly developed platform of the Outlander 
greatly improves collision safety and achieves a high 
level of steering stability. For the first time ever, 
Mitsubishi Motors has used an ultra-high tensile 
strength steel sheet with hot stamping around the cab-
in to create a high-strength cabin structure with little 
deformation while also achieving weight reduction. 
Adopting connected cyclic structures around the 
engine compartment and cabin increased flexural and 
torsional rigidity of the body over that of the previous 
generation. The multi-link suspension and dual pinion 
electric power steering enhance the overall ride com-
fort and provide operability with a direct, linear feel. 
This greatly improves traceability during cornering as 
well as linear stability and provides driving pleasure.  

Sensors detect the steering angle, yaw rate, driving 
torque, brake pressure, wheel speed, and other factors 
to identify driver operation and vehicle status continu-
ously and accurately. When turning, the Brake AYC 
optimizes the difference in drive force and braking 
force between the front and rear, right and left wheels 
to improve tire gripping ability to allow the driver to 
steer as desired. 

 
The interior 

 The linear instrument panel with a powerful hori-
zontal tone, gives the vehicle a spacious and roomy 
look while producing a functional form that makes it 
easy to see the changes in the vehicle’s position. The 
upper part is covered with a soft padding wrapped in 
leather, and intricate stitching to project a high-quality 
feel. The door panels feature a large area of door 
inserts, and the same soft padding as the instrument 
panel and floor console sides is used to create a luxu-
rious and comfortable space.  

The interior color variations of the P-Line feature 
genuine leather seats of light gray and black. The 
instrument panel and door trim are the same color, and 
real aluminum is used in the shift panel.  

Safety  
Safety features in the all-new Outlander are as 

advanced as every other aspect of this car. Those fea-
tures include, Forward Collision Mitigation System 
(FCM), Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC), Lane Departure 
Warning (LDA), Blind Spot Warning (BSW), Lane 
Change Assist (LCA), Rear Cross Traffic Alert (RCTA), 
Driver Attention Alert (DAA), Rear Automatic Emergency 
Braking (Rear AEB) and Multi Around Monitor. 

The front center airbag for the driver’s seat and 
side airbags for the second-row seats are equipped as 
standard, and a total of 7 airbags are installed. In case 
of a side collision, the front center airbag deploys 
between the driver’s seat and front passenger seat. 

Colors  
The body colors come in Mitsubishi Motors’ unique 

high-brightness paint Diamond Series, Red Diamond, 
White Diamond in addition to Black Diamond which is 
newly added to the lineup. Black Diamond is a special 
color consisting of three coats, and a high-density 
shiny layer containing glass is added to make the vehi-
cle appear jet black when not lit but then emits a pow-
erful sparkle when struck by light. In addition to the 
three diamond colors, there are six basic colors avail-
able, Cosmic Blue Mica, Deep Bronze Metal l ic , 
Sterling Silver Metallic, Titanium Gray Metallic and 
Amethyst Black to bring the total selection number of 
body colors to nine. 

KUWAIT: Maseelah Trading Co (MTC) management with the members of a high-level delegation from Mitsubishi Motors 
Middle East and Africa (MMC) during their recent visit to Kuwait.

The launch of the all-new-2023 fourth generation Outlander
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In a makeshift changing room swathed
with black fabric, South African Luke
Andalis transforms into the burly Aratak,

preparing to perform at Comic-Con Africa,
the continent’s largest pop culture, fantasy
and gaming festival. “There’s so much fur
in my mouth,” the 32-year-old cosplayer
Andalis chuckles to friends as he dons a
stiff green pleather parka over his head
and shoulders. This year he chose to cos-
play Aratak, the  middle-aged chieftain of
the Banuk tribe in the popular video game
Horizon Zero Dawn: The Frozen Wild.

After a two-year Covid hiatus, Comic-
Con Africa’s return has been widely antici-
pated by cosplayers and fans. Clad in

superhero capes, colorful masks, sci-fi
costumes and eccentric wigs, thousands
on Saturday flocked to a vast expo centre
near the FNB Stadium, which hosted the
FIFA 2010 World Cup final. Loud music
welcomed the festival-goers to Stranger
Things escape rooms, pop-up tattoo par-
lors and comic haven. This year’s festivi-
ties are star-studded, hosting fan favorites
including award-winning Stranger Things
and Twilight actor, Jamie Campbell Bower
among others. Africa’s third edition of the
comic convention is being staged at the
national recreation centre, south of the
economic hub Johannesburg. The festival
first hit African soil in 2018.

‘Very proud moment’ 
Andalis has been cosplaying for six

years but says his 12 years as a film cos-
tume designer and maker made for a nat-
ural transition. During the pandemic when
performances slammed to a halt, the
Cape Town-raised artist shared tips on
costume play and showing off his “builds”,
a term used to describe a finished cos-
tume, racking up a large Instagram follow-
ing. Shortly before stepping on stage,
Andalis’s personality shifts slightly as he
starts to get into character.

He complains about the stiffness of the
costume, which perfectly imitates Aratak’s
garb, a traditional attire used to protect the

character from the frigid climate of his
tribe’s territory. “It is a very proud moment.
I’ve been working on this costume for
eight months,” he says. Complete with
stocky faux fur tussles that swing as he
turns and a regal head garment  atop a
fake triangle shaped beard and thick side-
burns, Andalis’s friend helps him put on
the last component of the ensemble-
armored quill braces. As he walks from the
dimly-lit dresser, a crowd swarms around
him marveling at the final product.

The four-day pop culture festival has
won praise for opening doors for cosplay-
ers in a country where the industry is not
yet as big as in more developed nations. It

is the first time at Comic-Con for
Johannesburg-based Thifhuriwi Nephawe.
She is dressed as princess Neytiri of the
alien Na’vi race, in the American science
fiction film series Avatar.

“The character Neytiri is for me an
African woman who’s very powerful and
fighting for her village, for her tribe,” she
tells AFP. “People from the outside are
coming to try and take everything from
them, so she’s trying to fight against
that, that’s what I resonate with, just the
power.”—AFP

A group of cosplayer visit Comic Con Africa, the largest pop culture, fantasy and gaming festi-
val of the continent, are reflected in the mirror room at the Nasrec Expo Centre in
Johannesburg.— AFP photos

South African cosplayer Alec Papavarnavas,
23, poses for a portrait while dressed as the
Green Lantern character at the 2022 Comic
Con Africa.

Metallica and Mariah Carey on
Saturday led an A-list of musi-
cians, and President Joe Biden

made a surprise video appearance, as
the Global Citizen Festival sought to
mobilize action against poverty and cli-
mate change. Marking its 10th year, the
six-hour festival brought thousands to
New York’s Central Park and featured a
sister show in Ghana’s capital Accra,
where performers included American
R&B great Usher and British grime icon
Stormzy.

Global Citizen awards tickets to fans in
exchange for their commitment to take
action to eradicate extreme poverty-such
as contacting elected representatives to
encourage foreign aid-and coincides with
the annual UN General Assembly in
hopes of raising pressure on world lead-

ers. “We’re inspired and grateful for all
the work you’ve done and want you to
know-your fight is our fight,” First Lady Jill
Biden said in a video appearance next to
her husband.

President Biden-along with top Senate
and House Democrats Chuck Schumer
and Nancy Pelosi, who both appeared in
person-highlighted a new climate pack-
age that is the most far-reaching legisla-
tion ever in the United States to spur
clean energy. But Prime Minister Mia
Amor Mottley of Barbados warned that
action against climate change cannot
come quickly enough for islands such as
hers. “Yes, my friends, our time is running
out,” she said. Thrash metal legends
Metallica got the crowd headbanging with
eight songs including a version of
“Nothing Else Matters” featuring vocalist

Mickey Guyton, who has been outspoken
about her experiences as one of the most
prominent Black women in country music.

Guests sought to raise awareness on
an array of issues including women’s
rights, especially in light of major protests
in Iran following the death of Mahsa
Amini, who was allegedly beaten to death
after her arrest by morality police who
enforce clerical rulers’ dress codes on
women. “I have seen my sisters forced to
flee abuse, oppression and femicide
globally, women like Mahsa Jina Amini,”
said Anuscheh Amir-Khalili, a refugee
advocate in Berlin of Iranian descent.
“We must speak up for oppressed
women. I stand here for them,” she told
the crowd. European Union chief Ursula
von der Leyen, appearing on stage, said,
“We have to take care of our girls and our

women. They deserve it.”
She highlighted recent pledges by

Europe including 600 million euros for
food security in Africa, the Caribbean and
the Pacific amid rising hunger in much of
the world worsened by Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine. Mariah Carey was introduced
by leading ballerina Misty Copeland, who
called the singer with her famed vocal
range an inspiration, and was accompa-
nied by a choreographed dance for her
classic song “Hero.” Other performers
included Maneskin, the new-generation
Italian glam rockers who put on an ener-
getic set, Spanish pop star Rosalia, and
the Jonas Brothers, with Nick Jonas’ wife,
Indian screen star Priyanka Chopra, serv-
ing as master of ceremonies. — AFP 

Iran Oscar-winning
director urges 
‘solidarity’ with 
protesters

Iran’s two-time Oscar winning director
Asghar Farhadi on Sunday urged peo-
ple worldwide to “stand in solidarity” with

protesters following the death of Mahsa
Amini in the custody of the morality police.
A wave of unrest has rocked Iran since
the death of 22-year-old Amini, and
Farhadi praised the “progressive and
courageous women leading protests for
their human rights alongside men”.

“They are looking for simple yet funda-
mental rights that the state has denied
them for years,” Farhadi said, in a video
message on Instagram. “This society,
especially these women, has travelled a
harsh and painful path to this point, and
now they have clearly reached a land-
mark.” At least 41 people have been
killed, including members of the security
forces, according to an official toll,
although human rights groups say the real
figure is far higher.

“I saw them closely these nights: most of
them are very young, 17 years old, 20
years old,” Farhadi added. “I saw outrage
and hope in their faces, and in the way they
marched in the streets. I deeply respect
their struggle for freedom and the right to
choose their own destiny, despite all the
brutality they are subjected to.”—AFPJames Hetfield of Metallica performs during the Global Citizen Festival.— AFP photos Singer Mariah Carey performs during the Global Citizen Festival at Central Park in New York. 

South African cosplayer Gabby Maia, 21, pos-
es for a portrait while dressed as the charac-
ter Poison Ivy.

South African cosplayer Andries Burger, 33,
poses for a portrait while dressed as the title
character from the Super Mario franchise.

South African cosplayer Juliet De la Rey, 17,
poses for a portrait while dressed as the fic-
tional character Toad, from the Super Mario
franchise.

South African cosplayer Deddy Watezwa, 23,
poses for a portrait while dressed as the
supervillain Deadshot.

South African cosplayer Danika Saayman, 23,
poses for a portrait while dressed as a char-
acter from Steampunk, a subgenre of science
fiction.

Asghar Farhadi

A cosplayer representing Midari Ikishima, a supporting character in the japanese Manga series
Kakegurui, and the main protagonist of the spin-off series Kakegurui Midari.
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Superstar Rihanna will headline the
Super Bowl halftime show in
February, the main event sponsor

Apple Music announced Sunday. The
move marks a long-awaited return to per-
forming for the singer, who had previously
turned down the gig in protest. “IT’S ON.
@rihanna will take the stage for the first
ever Apple Music Super Bowl Halftime
Show on 2.12.23,” Apple Music said in a
tweet featuring a photo of the musician’s
raised hand holding a football.

Rihanna, 34, and the NFL tweeted the
same image. The Barbadian-born Robyn
Rihanna Fenty in recent years has
become a billionaire, parlaying her music
achievements into successful makeup, lin-
gerie and high-fashion brands. She made
history by becoming the first Black woman
to head a fashion house for the French
powerhouse LVMH, which owns legacy
brands including Fendi and Givenchy.

For the past few years, the singer
behind the hits “Diamonds” and “Umbrella”
has put music aside, at least publicly, to

focus on her various businesses. In
January, she and rapper A$AP Rocky, 33,
announced they were expecting a child
with a set of glamorous snow-dusted
images taken in Harlem. They reportedly
welcomed the baby, a boy, in May. No oth-
er details, including the child’s name, have
been made public.

Return to music 
Rihanna’s fierce fan base has been

clamoring for her ninth album, “R9,” which
she has said will be “reggae-infused” and
has hinted since 2019 is nearly finished.
Performing at the Super Bowl is an about-
face for the singer, who in 2019 confirmed
reports to Vogue that she had turned
down the NFL’s offer to play the coveted
halftime show in solidarity with former
player Colin Kaepernick. Kaepernick, who
has not played in the NFL since opting out
of his contract with the San Francisco
49ers in March 2017, began kneeling in
protest of social injustice and racial
inequality during pre-game renditions of

the US national anthem six years ago.
“I couldn’t dare do that. For what? Who

gains from that? Not my people. I just
couldn’t be a sellout. I couldn’t be an
enabler,” she told the magazine in an
interview. Rihanna’s Super Bowl perform-
ance will follow an impeccably choreo-
graphed 2022 halftime show that featured
rap legends including Dr. Dre, Snoop Dog
and Eminem. The 2021 halftime show fea-
tured Canadian artist The Weeknd, while
Jennifer Lopez and Shakira performed the
year before.

The halftime show has since 2019 been
produced by Roc Nation, founded by New
York rapper-turned-businessman Jay-Z.
Apple Music announced in September that
it would be the main sponsor of the event,
ousting Pepsi and reportedly paying $50
million for the privilege. The 2022 Super
Bowl, in which the Los Angeles Rams
defeated the Cincinnati Bengals, drew an
average of 112.3 million viewers on televi-
sion and streaming, according to NBC
Sports. — AFP

In this file photo (from left) US actress Julianne Nicholson, US actor Adrien Brody, Australian New Zealand director Andrew Dominik and Cuban
Spanish actress Ana de Armas pose during a photocall for the film “Blonde” in the 79th Venice International Film Festival at Lido di Venezia in
Venice. 

In this file photo US director and actress Olivia Wilde arrives for the screening of “Don’t Worry
Darling” at Lido di Venezia in Venice, Italy. — AFP 

Destined to be one of the most divi-
sive films of the year, Marilyn
Monroe biopic “Blonde” finally lands

on Netflix on Wednesday after more than
a decade of troubled production. While
there is almost universal praise for the vis-
ceral lead performance by Ana de Armas,
critics cannot agree whether the uncom-
promising, nearly three-hour film is an
artistic tour de force or another cruel layer
of exploitation perpetrated against the
20th century icon. For ID magazine,

“Blonde” is “guttural, instinctive, anguished
filmmaking that bends space, time, and
every cinematic tool at its disposal in serv-
ice of attaining emotional truth”.

Or viewers might take the position of
the New Yorker’s Richard Brody, who
called it “ridiculously vulgar”, seeing the
endless torment that Monroe experiences
on-screen as “a special kind of directorial
sadism”. There are certainly no punches
being pulled by Australian director Andrew

Dominik in his adaptation of the hit semi-
fictional book of the same name by Joyce
Carol Oates.

From the trauma of a mentally unsta-
ble and violent mother, through her rape
at the hands of a studio boss, to a particu-
larly sordid scene with president John F
Kennedy, Monroe’s life is depicted as one
of relentless abuse and anguish. Dominik
spent 11 years trying to get the film made,
and has credited the #MeToo movement
against sexual assault with finally gener-

ating interest in the story-though he
reportedly fought long and hard with
Netflix over long running time and graphic
scenes.

Armas told reporters at the Venice Film
Festival, where the film premiered this
month, that she had to go to “uncomfort-
able, dark and vulnerable” places for the
role. “She was all I thought about, all I
dreamed about, all I could talk about. She
was with me, and it was beautiful,” she

said. The crew filmed in the real locations
where Monroe was born and died, with
Dominik saying the shoot “took on ele-
ments of a seance”.

‘Sense of awe’ 
It is a star-making turn for Armas, who

worked for months with a vocal coach to
overcome her Cuban accent and find a
voice that could express Monroe’s char-
acter as well as her own unique intona-
tions. “On the first day of filming, I went
home with this sense of awe that I had
the privilege of actually working with
Marilyn Monroe,” co-star Adrien Brody,
who plays husband Arthur Miller, said in
Venice. Dominik’s films have often
proved divisive.

Many saw his previous biopic, “The
Assassination of Jesse James by the
Coward Robert Ford” starring Brad Pitt,
who serves as a producer on “Blonde”, as
a poetic masterpiece, but just as many
found it dull and pretentious, and it flopped
at the box office. Dominik is unlikely to be
bothered, however. “Blonde” is “a
demanding movie,” he told Screen Daily.
“If the audience doesn’t like it, that’s the
audience’s problem. It’s not running for
public office.”

NPR were among several outlets saying
the film is “an exercise in exploitation, not
empathy”. But Vogue said a lot of the initial
shock may fade over time. “History will be
kind to ‘Blonde’, a Hollywood biopic in real
anarchy mode... (which) in time, could be
considered a masterpiece.”— AFP

Rare pink 
diamond to go 
under hammer 
in Geneva

The Fortune Pink, an exceptionally
rare giant gemstone, will be auc-
tioned in Geneva in November when

it is expected to go for up to $35 million
(36 million euros), auctioneers said
Monday. At over 18 carats, the vividly col-
ored gem is the largest pear-shaped pink
diamond of its quality ever to be offered
for sale at auction, the Christie’s auction
house said. The diamond, which goes
under the hammer for the first time on
November 8, has been estimated at
between $25 million and $35 million.

The sparkling pink tear-drop-formed
stone, which has been mounted on a ring
flanked by a large white diamond on
either side, weighs exactly 18.18 carats.
Christie’s highlighted that this was consid-
ered a lucky number in Asia, where it sig-
nifies “definite prosperity”, saying it
expected the diamond to “garner interest
from collectors across the globe.”
“Weighing in at an auspicious 18.18
carats... the weight in fact brings luck to
the new owner,” Angela Berden, Christie’s
senior jewelry specialist, told AFP.

“It’s a beautiful stone, it’s extremely
rare to find a pink diamond, vivid pink dia-
mond, of this size,” she said. “The color
saturation of this stone is... so difficult to
find in nature, and then when you find a
crystal... with that weight, with that color,
and a very good clarity, that’s just really
rare.” “I wouldn’t know where to find
another one at this moment.”

While the Fortune Pink is the largest
vivid pink pear-shaped diamond to go to
auction, larger cushion-shaped pink dia-
monds have previously gone under the
hammer. In 2018, Christie’s sold the
18.96-carat Winston Pink Legacy, which
raked in over $50 million-the highest per-
carat price ever paid for a stone of its
kind. The giant Raj Pink diamond, weigh-
ing a full 37.3 carats, meanwhile, failed to
sell at a Sotheby’s auction a year earlier,
where it had been estimated at up to $30
million. — AFP 

Demand for queen’s
favorite corgi dogs
hits new high 
after her death

Prices for corgis, the dogs beloved
by the late Queen Elizabeth II,
have doubled to new highs since

the monarch’s funeral last week, the
UK’s largest pet marketplace said
Monday. Pets4Homes told AFP it was
currently experiencing “over ten times
the volume of daily searches for corgis
when compared to this time last
week”. It added: “The prices asked for
by registered corgi breeders have
today hit a new high, with average
asking prices doubling over the past
three days.”

One of the small herding dogs now
sells for over £2,500 ($2,678) for the
first time, even outstripping prices
reached during the pandemic, when
demand spiked for four-legged com-
panions. The queen’s corgis were the
most loyal of all the monarch’s ser-
vants, providing domestic companion-

ship during nearly a century in the
public glare. The little, mainly sandy-
colored dogs with pointy ears were a
busy presence in the queen’s court,
following her from room to room and
featuring in official photos. They were
even given a starring role in the spoof
James Bond clip filmed with the queen
for the opening ceremony of the 2012
London Olympics. The queen, whose
funeral was last Monday, stopped rais-
ing corgis in her 90s so as not to leave
them orphaned after her death. —AFP

Nevertheless, the queen still kept
two “dorgis”-dachshund and corgi
crosses-to keep her company in her
final years. “The queen was, amongst
many things, a world-famous dog
lover and really did symbolise the love
and affection that our nation holds for
their dogs,” Mark Beazley, Kennel
Club chief executive, told AFP.—AFP

A picture shows the Fortune Pink, an excep-
tionally rare giant gemstone, that is expected
to bring in up to $35 million when it will
comes up for sale in Geneva.

In this file photo Barbadian singer Rihanna arrives for the 2021 Met Gala at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York. 

‘Don’t worry’ tops 
box office  amid
reported cast conflict

It turns out that, all the noise aside,
Olivia Wilde didn’t need to worry. The
actor/director’s new film “Don’t Worry

Darling” topped the North American box
office this weekend, taking in an estimat-
ed $19.2 million, industry watcher
Exhibitor Relations reported Sunday. It
was unclear whether middling reviews
and reports of off-screen cast dissen-
sion-including between the director and
actress Florence Pugh-had helped or
hindered ticket sales.

Regardless, the Warner Bros. film had
“a very good opening, above average for
an original romantic mystery,” according
to analyst David A. Gross of Franchise
Entertainment Research. Last weekend’s
top film, Sony’s “The Woman King,” sold
$11.1 million in tickets but saw a 42 per-
cent drop-off from its opening to place
second. Oscar winner Viola Davis stars
in the history-based tale of an all-female

army of African warriors.
In third was the re-release of super-hit

“Avatar” from director James Cameron.
The 20th Century film took in an estimat-
ed $10 million-most of it on big Imax
screens-for the Friday-through-Sunday
period. Gross said that was only a “fair”
opening, but he noted that the film was a
slow starter in 2009 before going on to
set an all-time record of $2.8 billion in
global ticket sales.

The studio hopes the re-release will
build a head of interest big enough to off-
set the huge $250 million budget of high-
ly anticipated sequel “Avatar: The Way of
Water,” due in December. Fourth place
went to another 20th Century film,
“Barbarian,” at $4.8 million. The horror
film stars Georgina Campbell and Bill
Skarsgard. And in fifth was A24’s blood-
soaked slasher film “Pearl,” at $1.9 mil-
lion. Mia Goth stars. Rounding out the
top 10 were:

“See How They Run” ($1.9 million)
“Bullet Train” ($1.8 million)
“DC League of Super-Pets” ($1.8 mil-

lion)
“Top Gun: Maverick” ($1.6 million)
“Minions: The Rise of Gru” ($1 million)

— AFP 

Two corgi dogs named Percy (left) and Obi
(right) sit on a couch during the Corgicam
event taking place at Leadenhall Market,
central London, on June 1, 2022 prior to
the Platinum jubilee celebrations of
Britain’s Queen.  — AFP 

A picture shows the Fortune Pink, an excep-
tionally rare giant gemstone, that is expected
to bring in up to $35 million when it will
comes up for sale in Geneva. — AFP photos

In this file photo Cuban Spanish actress Ana de Armas and US actor and producer Brad Pitt
arrive for the screening of the film “Blonde” during the 79th Venice International Film Festival
at Lido di Venezia in Venice. — AFP photos



Nepalese cricketer 
Lamichhane vows 
to fight rape claim
KATHMANDU: Nepali cricket star Sandeep
Lamichhane defended failing to return home to
face rape allegations almost three weeks after an
arrest warrant, saying he intends to do so “as soon
as possible”. A Nepali court issued the warrant on
September 8 following an allegation by a 17-year-
old girl, but Lamichhane is thought to have
remained in the Caribbean, where he was playing
in a tournament.

With police believed to be preparing to file an
arrest warrant with Interpol, Lamichhane on
Sunday issued a statement on social media reiter-
ating that the claims against him were baseless.
“News of the arrest warrant issued against me...
made me mentally disturbed. I could not think
what to do and what not to do,” he wrote.

“My health condition is gradually improving and
I am planning to return to Nepal as soon as possi-
ble to vehemently fight back (against the allega-
tions).” Lamichhane, 22, had been a poster boy for
the rise of cricket in mountainous Nepal, which
gained one-day international status in 2018. The
leg spinner’s big break came when he was snapped
up by the Delhi Capitals for the money-spinning
Indian Premier League in 2018, and he has since
been Nepal’s most-sought-after cricketer.

After the arrest warrant he was suspended as
captain of the national team and the player pulled
out of the Caribbean Premier League, where he
was playing for Jamaica Tallawahs. The social
media post did not reveal his whereabouts but he
is believed to still be in the Caribbean. The
teenage girl, along with her guardian, filed a com-
plaint against the player earlier this month, alleg-
ing that he raped her in a Kathmandu hotel room
in August.

Police official Bharat Bohora on Monday declined
to comment on Lamichhane’s latest comments, say-
ing that investigators have had no contact with the
cricketer. “The police are investigating the rape
complaint filed against Sandeep Lamichhane. The
investigation is on a preliminary stage,” Bohora told
AFP. The accusations against the cricketer come
after popular Nepali actor Paul Shah was sentenced
to two and a half years in prison this month for sex-
ual misconduct with a minor.

About 2,300 rape cases were reported in
Nepal in the last fiscal year, according to police,
but rights workers say many more assaults go
unreported. Only a handful of women in Nepal
spoke out during the #MeToo movement, and the
accused have faced little or no repercussions over
the allegations. In May, hundreds protested in
Kathmandu for tougher laws and enforcement in
cases of sexual violence after an aspiring model
posted a series of TikTok videos detailing abuse
when she was a teenager.— AFP 
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HYDERABAD: India won the third and deciding
Twenty20 against Australia in the last over after
punchy fifties by Virat Kohli and Suryakumar Yadav
in Hyderabad on Sunday. The hosts won by six wick-
ets with one ball remaining after Hardik Pandya,
unbeaten on 25, hit the winning boundary. Kohli and
Yadav stabilised the innings after India lost both
openers-Rohit Sharma (17) and KL Rahul (1) - early
in their chase after Australia scored 186-7. Kohli fell
in the last over after a 48-ball 63 with India still five
short of victory.

Earlier, Yadav blasted 50 in 29 balls before he fell
to Josh Hazlewood for a 36-ball 69. Yadav hit five six-
es and five fours in his player-of-the-match winning
innings. “I have always wanted to express myself.
That’s how I practice in the nets. Just loving (batting)
at number four,” Yadav said after the match. India’s
Rohit Sharma won the toss and asked the visitors to
bat first. Impressive fifties by Tim David and Cameron
Green took Australia to a formidable score.

Rookie opener Green hit a 21-ball 52, with seven
fours and three sixes, to put the hosts on the defen-
sive. But Green received little support from other
top-order batters as left-arm spinner Axar Patel, who
has been India’s best bowler in the three-match
series, chipped away at the other end. Patel finished
with 3-33 and took the key wickets of skipper Aaron
Finch (7), Josh Inglis (24) and in-form Matthew Wade
(1). The left-armer, India’s most impressive bowler in
all three matches, was also the player-of-the-series

‘Super young player’
The hosts looked set to restrict Australia to a

below-par score before the newest T20 sensation
Tim David dismantled the Indian pacers in an impres-
sive display of power hitting. David hit a 27-ball 54
with four sixes and two boundaries before he was

dismissed by Harshal Patel, who finished with 1-18
after two overs.

Green was also Australia’s most impressive bowler
with three wicketless overs for only 14 runs. Leg-spin-
ner Adam Zampa, who impressed with his leg-spin in
the last match, leaked 44 runs in his four wicketless
overs. Daniel Sams took two wickets for 33 runs while
seniors Pat Cummins and Josh Hazlewood took one
wicket each and gave away 80 runs in their eight overs.

Finch praised Green after the match and said he “is

a super young player and has shown his class.” “It
was a really good series. To be able to play three
games against a world-class side has been great for
this side,” Australia captain Finch added. The series
comes ahead of the T20 World Cup in Australia next
month. Indian skipper said the “biggest positive was
different individuals stepping up with the ball and the
bat” throughout the series. “When you are sitting
back and watching all of that happening, you feel nice
as a management,” Sharma said.— AFP 

India win third and deciding 
Twenty20 against Australia

Sandeep Lamichhane

Kohli, Yadav propel India to series clinching victory

India’s Virat Kohli 

KARACHI: England’s Will Jacks (left) plays a shot as Pakistan’s bowler Haris Rauf falls on the pitch during the third
Twenty20 international cricket match between Pakistan and England.— AFP 

Rizwan, Rauf help 
Pakistan edge out 
England in 4th T20I
KARACHI: Pakistan halted England with three wick-
ets in six balls to take a sensational three-run win in
the last over of the fourth Twenty20 international in
Karachi on Sunday. Haris Rauf grabbed three wickets
as the hosts tied the seven-match series. Earlier in-
form opener Mohammad Rizwan struck a brilliant 88
as Pakistan made 166-4. With England needing five
for victory from 10 balls, Rauf dismissed Liam
Dawson (34) and Olly Stone off successive deliveries
in the 19th over.

Last man Reece Topley was then run out as
Pakistan rescued victory from almost certain defeat at
a packed National stadium in Karachi. Dawson had
silenced a 32,000 holiday crowd by cracking four
fours and a six off pacer Mohammad Hasnain’s 18th
over. When Topley was run out off the second ball of
the last over it sent Pakistan players and home fans
into raptures.

The win made the occasion of Pakistan’s 200th
T20I more memorable. They are the first team to reach
the milestone. England were rocked by Hasnain (2-40)
and Nawaz (3-35) and were staring at defeat at 130-7

before Dawson added 32 with Adil Rashid (three not
out) to bring England back in the game. But Rauf’s two
wickets, he finished 3-32, sealed the match for
Pakistan.

The remaining matches are in Lahore (September
28, 30 and October 2). England, who are on their first
tour of Pakistan for 17 years, won the first and third
games while the home team won the second and
fourth-all in Karachi. Rauf said he was happy to turn
the tables on England. “I had the plan to bowl to
Dawson because he was the key wicket for us,” said
Rauf. “The crowd was backing me and that pumped
me up, it’s a great win.”

England skipper Moeen Ali showed disappoint-
ment. “It was an amazing game of cricket,” said Ali.
“We felt like we should have chased that down, disap-
pointed that we didn’t. Pressure happens, and they
bowled really well.” Rizwan was once again the anchor
for Pakistan. He put on 97 for the opening wicket with
his captain Babar Azam (36) but England pulled back
the scoring rate once the Pakistan skipper holed out to
spinner Liam Dawson in the 12th over.

Azam hit three fours off 28 balls. Rizwan then added
52 for the second with Shan Masood (21) but David
Willey dismissed Masood. Topley then had Khushdil
Shah for two. Rizwan was finally caught off in the 19th
over off Topley who finished with 2-37. Asif Ali
smashed two sixes in the final over of the innings, runs
that proved crucial. England started badly as Nawaz
dismissed opener Phil Salt off the fourth ball of the
innings for eight. —AFP

News in brief

Bangladesh win opener

PARIS: Shoriful Islam ended the United Arab
Emirates victory chase with wickets from consec-
utive balls in the last over to give Bangladesh a
seven-run victory in the series opener in Dubai on
Sunday. Trying to overhaul Bangladesh’s 158-5,
the hosts started the last over needing 11 runs with
two wickets in hand. Shoriful, a 21-year-old left-
arm pace bowler, gave up three runs from the first
two balls before striking. He dismissed Aayan Afzal
Khan, caught by Mosaddek Hossain, for 25. The
batsmen crossed, but off the next ball Shoriful had
Junaid Siddique caught by Mohammad Saifuddin
for 11. Chirag Suri, with 39, and Viritya Arvind (19)
had put the UAE in a position to challenge with a
50-run 22-ball second-wicket stand. But Shoriful,
with 3-21, Mehidy Hasan Miraz (3-17) and
Mustafizur Rahman (2-31) stopped the hosts
building winning momentum.

Migliozzi wins Open golf 

PARIS: Guido Migliozzi hit a stunning birdie on
the final hole as he stormed to a one-shot victory
in the French Open at Le Golf National on Sunday.
The Italian started the day five shots off the lead
but made nine birdies in a round of 62 to edge
Denmark’s Rasmus Hojgaard who led for three
rounds. Migliozzi sealed his 16-under-par win on
the last hole, clearing the lake on front of the
green, almost going in before finishing six feet
past the hole. The 25-year-old stroked the putt in
for a 62 and a share of the course record to claim
his third DP World Tour win and first in three
years. Hojgaard, who had seen a six-shot second-
round lead reduced to just one heading into
Sunday, had only two birdies after his eagle at the
third. “An explosion of feeling. It has been an
incredible day,” said Migliozzi, who made the cut
13 shots off the lead before his round of 66 on
Saturday rekindled his hopes.

Sonego romps to title

METZ: Lorenzo Sonego beat Alexander Bublik
7-6 (7/3), 6-2 to win the Moselle ATP Open in
Metz on Sunday. Before beating the Kazahk,
Sonego toppled the defending champion and
world number 10 Hubert Hurkacz 7-6 (7/5), 6-4 in
the semi-final. Sonego had a tough 2022 with 18
wins and 24 defeats. “I got better every day and I
played my best tennis. Winning has been very
emotional because I had difficulties this year,” he
said. This was a third career trophy for the Italian
and he did not drop a single set along the way. It
was also Sonego’s first triumph on hard courts
after wins on grass and clay and came in his fifth
tour-level final. The 19th edition of the Moselle
Open saw a return to form of 37-year-old Swiss
Stan Wawrinka, who beat Daniil Medvedev in the
second round and made it to the semi-final before
retiring with injury.

Mosimane joins Saudi club

JOHANNESBURG: South African Pitso
Mosimane, the most successful African coach in
Confederation of African Football (CAF) club com-
petitions, has joined Saudi Arabian second division
side Al Ahli Saudi. A close associate of Mosimane
on Sunday confirmed to AFP the deal with the
team based in Jeddah, but did not reveal the length
of the contract or financial details. Mosimane left
Egyptian club Al Ahly in June, citing the mental
pressure of handling the most decorated club in
CAF competitions with 23 titles. Under Mosimane,
the Cairo Red Devils won the Champions League
in 2020 and 2021 and were runners-up to Wydad
Casablanca this year. The 58-year-old South
African also guided Ahly to two victories in the
Super Cup, an annual match between the winners
of the Champions League and the second-tier
Confederation Cup.— From AFP  

Rohit backs Kumar 
as India look to fix 
T20 bowling
NEW DELHI: Improving India’s bowling remains the
team’s focus ahead of the Twenty20 World Cup next
month, skipper Rohit Sharma has said, adding that he
backs seamer Bhuvneshwar Kumar to come out of a
recent slump. India went past Aaron Finch’s Australia
by six wickets to clinch the three-match T20 series 2-1,
and now host South Africa for a white-ball series
starting Wednesday. 

The team’s batsmen, including Virat Kohli and
Suryakumar Yadav, have been in good form and shared
a 104-run partnership to secure victory on Sunday,
but the final-overs bowling has been a cause of worry.
Kumar, once a champion of choking runs in the final
overs of a T20 match, has been expensive lately. He
leaked 21 runs in the 18th over in the series-decider,

with Tim David hitting him for two sixes and a four.
“We know that he has had more good days than the
bad days in the last so many years,” Rohit said of the
veteran fast bowler in a post-match press conference.

“Yes, of late it has not been the kind of performance
that he wants but that can happen to any of the
bowlers. You can see the opposition as well, it’s not
easy to bowl in the death.” The 32-year-old Kumar,
who remains a key member of the team’s plans for
T20’s showpiece event in Australia, had just two wick-

ets from two matches and an expensive economy rate
of 13.00. Rohit said the team will devise a better strat-
egy in the three T20 internationals against the Proteas
to help Kumar return to his miserly ways in the final
overs.

“We’ve been working on some execution plans and
hopefully we can give him more options to bowl in the
death and he’ll be as good as he was before. And he is
not short on confidence,” said the Indian captain. “We
want him to come back as quickly as possible because
he has bowled those difficult overs in the past. As a
team we believe in his ability. Time for us to show that
faith in him and keep backing his skill set.”

Pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah and fellow quick
Harshal Patel returned to the team from injuries and
Rohit said he expected the bowling unit to hit form
with more game time. “Bowling is something that we
have a lot more focus on than the batting at the
moment,” said Rohit. “Those three (Bumrah, Harshal
and Axar Patel) who haven’t played much cricket in the
past are playing now, so you got to give some time to
them and get them back (in rhythm) as quickly as pos-
sible,” said Rohit. “It’s just about getting their confi-
dence and with the kind of individuals they are, I don’t
think it will be too long.”— AFP Rohit Sharma 



CHARLOTTE: The United States won the
Presidents Cup for a ninth consecutive time on
Sunday with Tokyo Olympic champion Xander
Schauffele delivering the clinching point in a 17.5-
12.5 triumph over the Internationals. Schauffele nev-
er trailed in defeating Canada’s Corey Conners 1-
up, sinking a three-foot par putt at the 18th hole to
lift the US squad to 15.5 points and seal the overall
triumph at Quail Hollow. 

“It feels good to win,” Schauffele said. “It got
pretty close there for a little bit. Winning is win-
ning.” The Americans, who led 11-7 entering the 12
final singles matches, improved to 12-1-1 in the all-
time rivalry and have never lost on home soil. “They
played great,” US captain Davis Love said. “It was
hard. They put in a lot of effort the last three weeks.
They came in ready to go.”

Conners, winless for the week, missed a five-foot
par putt at 17 to keep Schauffele 1-up. At 18,
Schauffele dropped his third shot three feet from the
hole and, after Conners missed his third from a
bunker, rolled in the deciding putt to tie the hole, win
the match and set off a US celebration. “I was hand-
ed the opportunity and I was able to take advantage
of it,” Schauffele said. The Internationals couldn’t
make the greatest last-day comeback in Presidents
Cup history and haven’t lifted the trophy since 1998.

“We’re a little disappointed,” Internationals cap-
tain Trevor Immelman said. “We believed in our-
selves. “We had an amazing week. They were fight-
ing. These guys have massive hearts. I’ll go into bat-
tle with them any day.” With 10 of the world’s 16
top-ranked players, the US team was a heavy
favorite over a global side that lost British Open
champion Cam Smith and several other top players
who jumped from the PGA Tour to LIV Golf, mak-
ing them ineligible. “Trevor and his guys did a great
job of rising to the occasion,” Love said.

Tony Finau won five of the last nine holes to
defeat Canada’s Taylor Pendrith 3&1 and lift the
Americans within a point of clinching the Cup. “I
fought as hard as I’ve ever fought in a match,” Finau
said. “You just have to get the job done.” Jordan

Spieth, winless in seven prior Ryder and Presidents
Cup singles matches, became only the sixth player
to go 5-0 in a single Presidents Cup, winning four
holes in a row late to defeat Australia’s Cam Davis
4&3 for the first US point.

“I was extra nervous,” Spieth said. “I wanted to
get that monkey off my back. They are looking for
red on the board and it feels really good to finally
provide that. “You can’t put a price on this. I did as
much as I could this week.” Patrick Cantlay never
trailed in beating Australia’s Adam Scott 3&2 for the
second US point. Cantlay went 3-up after four holes
and Scott, Cup-less in 10 tries, was never nearer
than 2-down after that. Sam Burns finished the week
winless but helped the US cause by tying Japan’s
Hideki Matsuyama.

Thomas, Scheffler lose 
The global stars pulled off two early upsets to

delay the US party. South Korea’s Kim Si-woo beat
Justin Thomas 1-up, the American falling to 0-3 in
career Presidents Cup singles. Thomas, who went 4-
0 with Spieth in pairs, lost after Kim sank a 10-foot
birdie putt at 18 and Thomas missed his from three
inches closer. “I believed I could do it and I did it,”
Kim said. “I’ve never (felt) this pressure. Real hard
match. I kept the pressure to him and kept positive
and that’s why it worked.” Thomas won the 2017
PGA Championship at Quail Hollow and his second
major at this year’s PGA.

Colombian Sebastian Munoz beat top-ranked
Scottie Scheffler 2&1, the Masters champion going
0-3-1 this week, worst mark of any world number
one in a Presidents Cup. “It was tough,” Munoz
said. “It was one of the best things I’ve ever
achieved in my life. It took everything. I threw
everything at him.” In post-clinch finishes, South
Korea’s Im Sung-jae beat Cameron Young 1-up, Lee
Kyoung-hoon downed Billy Horschel 3&1, Max
Homa beat South Korea’s Kim Joo-hyung 1-up,
Collin Morikawa defeated Chile’s Mito Pereira 3&2
and South African Christiaan Bezuidenhout downed
Kevin Kisner 2&1.

‘Team is no joke’
Meanwhile, defiant Internationals captain Trevor

Immelman fired back Sunday at those who laughed
off his Presidents Cup squad after they pushed the
heavily favored Americans before losing for a ninth
consecutive time. “This team is no joke,” Immelman
said. “And we’ll fight ‘til the end every single time.”
The Internationals, whose roster was decimated by
the defection of several top stars to the Saudi-
backed LIV Golf Series, which made them ineligible
for the Cup, lost 17.5-12.5 to the United States at
Quail Hollow.

The Americans own a 12-1-1 edge in the all-time
rivalry, having never lost on home soil, but
Immelman vows his team’s day is coming. “We’re
going to win this event,” he said. “We’re here for the
long run in this event. So we’ll keep building. We’ll

keep fighting. At some point, we’re going to win.”
The Americans went 6.5-5.5 in the 12 concluding
singles matches, but each was tight deep into the
back nine as the youngest-ever global squad tested
a mighty US lineup with 10 of the world’s 16 top-
ranked golfers.

“At some point this afternoon, I thought there
was still a chance,” Immelman said. “When you con-
sider that we were 8-2 down on Friday evening, this
team is no joke, and I’m sick and tired of it being
spoken of as a joke. “We love this event, we love our
team and we cannot wait to run this back and have
another shot.” British Open winner Cameron Smith
of Australia, Chile’s Joaquin Niemann, South African
Louis Oosthuizen and Aussie Marc Leishman were
among the top players who absence weakened the
Internationals.— AFP 
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United States captures ninth 
consecutive Presidents Cup

Defiant Internationals boss Immelman warns ‘Team is no joke’

CHARLOTTE: (Back left-right) Tony Finau, Max Homa, Justin Thomas, Scottie Scheffler, Jordan Spieth,
Captain Davis Love III, Cameron Young, Sam Burns, Billy Horschel. (Front left-right) Patrick Cantlay, Xander
Schauffele, Kevin Kisner and Collin Morikawa of the United States Team pose with the Presidents Cup after
defeating the International Team during Sunday singles matches on September 25, 2022.— AFP 

Nabeela Al Ali with the riders

Arab Union for
Camel Racing 
holds meeting 
KUWAIT: General Assembly of Arab Union for
Camel Racing (AUCR) held its emergency meeting
at the union premises in Kuwait on Saturday. The

meeting was held with the required majority (10
members out of 13). The union amended the primary
constitution so that any sports union cannot inter-
fere in the independence of another union. The
General Assembly is the highest authority that can
take decisions in relation to the concerned union.
The extraordinary General Assembly discussed the
activities of the union on the sidelines of World Cup
- FIFA Qatar 2022. AUCR decided to participate in
that sports event through a program to be
announced in few days.

Kuwait Equestrian 
team participate in 
Championship 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Equestrian team participated
in the International Women Tent Pegging
Championship that was held in Petra with 28 rid-

ers representing 14 countries participating. The
countries include; Kuwait, Oman, Sudan, Russia,
Belarus, UK, Kazakhstan, Norway, South Africa,
India, Pakistan, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia and host
country Jordan. International referee Nabeela
Al-Ali (from Kuwait) said Kuwait delegation
includes; Amani Al-Enezi, Razan Kittanah and
coach Hani Al-Fasam who also participated in the
trainers course that was held on the sidelines of
the competition. President of ITPF Mohammad
Fairuz lauded the performance of Kuwait riders.

Tiafoe stars as 
Team World win 
Laver Cup title
LONDON: Frances Tiafoe led Team World to their
first Laver Cup title as the American saved four
match points in a dramatic victory over Stefanos
Tsitsipas that denied Roger Federer a farewell tro-
phy on Sunday. Tiafoe staged a superb fightback to
win 1-6,7-6 (13/11), 10/8 in the penultimate match
of the tournament at London’s O2 Arena.

That was enough to give John McEnroe’s Team
World a 13-8 overall margin of victory with a match
to spare, sealing their maiden triumph in the com-
petition after Team Europe won the first four edi-
tions. While Federer had hoped to mark the end of
his career by lifting the trophy in a tournament he
helped create, the Swiss legend was left to salute
Tiafoe and the rest of the Team World squad.

“Congratulations to Team World, amazing come-
back,” Federer said. “It’s been emotional at times
but I had a great time. I can’t thank you enough for
that. I enjoyed every minute.” Promising to attend
next year’s Laver Cup in Canada, Federer said: “I’m
looking forward to next year. I’ll be there too, sup-
porting both teams from a different position.”
Federer had played the last match of his glittering
career on Friday when he and Rafael Nadal were
beaten by Tiafoe and Jack Sock in the doubles.

The 20-time Grand Slam champion’s tearful
farewell was the tournament’s headline moment, but
Federer-unable to play further matches due to the
knee problems that forced his retirement-stayed
around to cheer on his Team Europe colleagues.
Despite the presence of Wimbledon champion
Novak Djokovic and former world number one
Andy Murray on the Team Europe roster, it was fit-
ting that Tiafoe and Canadian rising star Felix
Auger-Aliassime powered Team World’s comeback
from a 8-4 overnight deficit.

Tiafoe, 24, and Auger-Aliassime, 22, are part of a
generation expected to stage centre-stage now

Federer has retired, with Nadal and Murray also in
the twilight of their careers. “It’s an unbelievable
feeling. Our captain Jonny Mac was tired of losing,
he was dropping F-bombs all week. I kept saying
that this is our year. It wasn’t just me, we all showed
up,” Tiafoe said. “It looks like I have that clutch
game right now. I’m happy I get to hold the Laver
Cup trophy, that’s all that mattered.” Needing to win
three of Sunday’s four matches, Team World were
dragged back into contention by Auger-Aliassime.

Auger-Aliassime handed Djokovic his first defeat
since May as the Canadian powered to a 6-3, 7-6
(7/3) victory. Djokovic, who missed the recent US
Open due to his unvaccinated status, had won his
first match for two months on Saturday when the
21-time Grand Slam champion defeated Tiafoe in
straight sets. “It’s one of the best performances of
my career. I’ve been close a few times against these
great champions, so it feels to great to get a win like
this,” Auger-Aliassime said.

Auger-Aliassime’s first ever win over Djokovic
was especially impressive as he had already part-
nered Sock to a 2-6, 6-3, 10/8 doubles victory over
Matteo Berrettini and Murray earlier on Sunday.
Auger-Aliassime’s heroics set the stage for Tiafoe
who didn’t disappoint. Tsitsipas blazed through the
first set in just 21 minutes, but the Greek’s fast start
was halted by the defiant Tiafoe. —AFP 

NEW YORK: Frances Tiafoe poses during a portrait ses-
sion in New York City. — AFP 

Atthaya edges 
Kang for LPGA 
Arkansas trophy
LOS ANGELES: Thailand’s Atthaya Thitikul rolled
in a birdie putt at the second playoff hole on
Sunday to edge Danielle Kang and capture her sec-
ond LPGA title at the NW Arkansas Championship.
Atthaya, 19, started the day with a one-shot lead
over Japan’s Yuka Saso and had four birdies in a
final-round 68 for a 17-under par total of 196 at
Pinnacle Country Club. Meanwhile Kang, playing
her third tournament since June after treatment for
a tumor on her spine, surged up the leaderboard
with a seven-under-par 64, capped by a hole-out
eagle at the 18th.

Both parred the opening playoff hole, the par-
three 15th. Atthaya found the fairway at the next,
the par-four 16th, while Kang was just right of the
fairway. Atthaya landed her second shot some 12
feet from the pin while Kang’s approach bounced
through the putting surface. The American’s putt
from the short greenside rough raced past the hole
and Atthaya calmly stepped up to drain the win-
ning putt.

Kang was far from disappointed. “I’m just really
proud that I’m even here,” said Kang, who broke
down in tears during her post-round television
interview. “Obviously I wanted to win, but these are,
like, tears of joy. “I mean, there was part of me that I
didn’t think I would ever play again or contend, but
here I am. I’m not that far off, and I’m happy about
that.” Atthaya, who matched a tournament record
with a 10-under par 61 on Friday, said playing
against Kang ratcheted up the pressure.

“I just feel playing with Danielle was kind of
tough, because she’s a great player, won a lot on the

LPGA tour,” she said. Atthaya, who won the Ladies
European Thailand Championship in 2017 as a 14-
year-old amateur, is projected to rise from fifth to
fourth in the world rankings on Monday. Since win-
ning her first LPGA title in March she had top-10
finishes in the Women’s PGA Championship, the
Evian Championship and the Women’s British Open.

She’s the fourth player with multiple victories in
2022, along with three-time winner Jennifer Kupcho
and Minjee Lee and Brooke Henderson who have
both won twice. She’s also the fourth player from
Thailand to earn multiple wins on the LPGA tour, a
list led by Ariya Jutanugarn with 12 titles. South
Korean Chella Choi finished third, following up her
second-round 63 with a 65 for 197. Thailand’s
Pornanong Phatlum was fourth on 199 while Saso
faded with a five-over par 76. — AFP 

ARKANSAS: Atthaya Thitikul of Thailand kisses the win-
ner’s trophy after winning the Walmart NW Arkansas
Championship Presented by P&G at Pinnacle Country
Club on September 25, 2022. —AFP 
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SYDNEY: A rampant United States set a new all-
time women’s basketball World Cup scoring record 
Monday with a 145-69 demolition of South Korea, 
while Belgium booked their place in the quarter-
finals. Eight of the Americans’ 12-strong roster hit 
doubles figures, led by Brionna Jones with 24 
points, eight rebounds and one assist in Sydney. 

A’ ja  Wilson dr i l led 20 points  and Breanna 
Stewart 18 as the three-time defending champions 
ran riot, with Shakira Austin netting a field goal with 
just seconds left to ensure the record. It was previ-
ously held by Brazil, who crushed Malaysia 143-50 
in a group game at the 1990 tournament. “I thought 
we got off to a bit of a slower start than we wanted, 
but we had a group that came in that really changed 
things for us,” said USA coach Cheryl Reeve, whose 
team are gunning for an 11th title overall. 

“We got more pressure and I think our size, the 
number of points we got in the paint was 90 or 
something. So our size was a problem for them and 
I thought we shared the ball well.” The United 
States, who had already qualified for the quarter-
finals, were on another level both offensively and 
defensively, passing 30 or more points in all four 
frames against a Korean team that has struggled 
without marquee star Park Ji-su. Defeat left the 
Asian s ide facing a crunch Group A game on 
Tuesday against Puerto Rico with a quarter-final 
slot at stake. 

“I try to focus on how we played rather than the 

result of the game. I wanted our players to show 
their best ability and confidence on the court,” said 
Korean coach Jung Sun-min. “Individually I think 
we played very hard and very well today.” Point 
guard Hind Ben Abdelkader poured in 18 points for 
Belgium as they ended Bosnia and Herzegovina’s 
tournament dreams. Aiming to better their fourth 
place in 2018, they swept home 85-55 to join the 
United States in the last eight from Group A. 

Kyara Linskens and Julie Vanloo both chipped in 
with 13 points for their third straight win of the 10-
day competit ion after an opening day loss to 
Reeve’s United States. Defeat ended any hope the 
Bosnians had in a hugely disappointing debut tour-
nament, where they leaked 364 points over four 
consecutive defeats with Belgium successfully 
blunting the threat posed by dangerwoman Jonquel 
Jones. “We played a very good defense on Jones 
and as a team we were very focused,” said Belgium 
coach Valery Demory. 

The top four teams from each of the two groups 
progress to the quarter-finals with China also qual-
ifying from Pool A if they beat Puerto Rico later. 
Serbia kept their hopes alive in a tough Group B, 
beating Mali 81-68. Canada are already through 
and face hosts Australia later, who can also qualify 
if they win. France will join them if they overcome 
Japan, whose ball movement and relentless defense 
that defined their run to the Tokyo Olympics final 
last year have so far been largely absent. —AFP

USA set basketball WCup  
record, demolish S Korea

Belgium book their place in the quarter-finals

Kuwait team set  
for AFC Asian  
Futsal Cup  

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s football players are well prepared to 
partake in the AFC Asian Futsal Cup to kick off here 
Tuesday, team’s coach Hussein Habib said Sunday. 
Kuwait will meet Oman in the opener as part of Group A, 
he told KUNA on the sidelines of the team’s training held 
on Shaikh Saad Alabdullah Sport Hall Complex. Being 
hosted by Kuwait and in front of audience, the Kuwaiti 
players are eyeing for the tournament’s title, he stressed.  

He noted that the players would compete in a high 
morale, as they are champions of the Gulf games and 
the Wets Asia tournament held earlier this year in 
Kuwait. Kuwait’s team started early their preparation 
for the championship, which has 16 best teams in the 
continent. The Kuwaitis played friendly matches with 
Hungary, Uzbekistan and Spain.  

The championship, will continue until October 8, has 
four groups; Group A includes Kuwait, Oman, Thailand 
and Iraq while, Group B features Uzbekistan, Bahrain, 
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. Group C comprises Iran, 
Lebanon, Chinese Taipei and Indonesia, and Group D 
has Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, Japan and South Korea. 

Breanna Stewart 

Packers squeeze  
past Buccaneers  

 
LOS ANGELES: Aaron Rodgers scored only 
his second career victory over Tom Brady as 
the Green Bay Packers squeezed past the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 14-12 on Sunday. The 
fifth-and possibly final-meeting of the two 
NFL superstar quarterbacks failed to deliver a 
high-scoring shoot-out at Tampa’s Raymond 
James Stadium and instead unfolded as a gritty 
defensive battle. Brady had looked poised to 
engineer one of his trademark late rallies after 
leading the Bucs on a 13-play 89-yard drive 
that resulted in a touchdown for Russell Gage 
with just seconds remaining. That score left the 
Bucs within a two-point conversion of forcing 
overtime. 

But a costly delay-of-game penalty took 
Tampa Bay further away from the goalline and 
Brady’s floated pass to Gage was batted away 
as Green Bay effectively iced the game. 
Rodgers threw for 255 yards with two touch-
downs and one interception while Brady fin-
ished with 271 yards and one touchdown. “It’s 
been a lot of fun competing against Tom over 
the years, and it’s always fun to come out on 
top because it hasn’t happened many times,” 
Rodgers said afterwards. 

Brady meanwhile bemoaned Tampa Bay’s 
misfiring offense. “Defense played great, but 
we gotta play better on offense,” he said. “We 
haven’t scored many points all season. We got-
ta get a lot better.” There was a similarly nervy 
finale in Miami, as the Miami Dolphins’ defense 
shut down Josh Allen and the Buffalo Bills to 
grind out a 21-19 victory in a hard-fought NFL 
divisional battle. 

Bills quarterback Allen finished with 400 
passing yards and two touchdowns but was 
found wanting on Buffalo’s final two drives as 
they chased a game-winning touchdown. 
Miami had taken a 21-17 lead after Chase 
Edmonds crashed over from close range near 
the end of the fourth quarter. Allen took 
Buffalo upfield on the next possession, but 
missed a wide open Isaiah McKenzie in the 
end zone on fourth down as a gilt-edged 
chance went begging. 

 
‘Butt punt’ goes viral  

Buffalo’s defense forced Miami to concede 
a safety after a bizarre play where punter 
Thomas Morstead kicked the ball directly into 
the backside of team-mate Trent Sherfield. 
The incident-hastily dubbed the “Butt Punt” 
on social media-left Buffalo needing only a 
field goal to snatch victory. However their 
attempts to get the ball into field goal range 
fell short when McKenzie gathered an Allen 
pass but was unable to reach out of bounds to 
stop the clock. —AFP 

Yankees win Red  
Sox series finale 

 
NEW YORK: New York slugger Aaron Judge 
remained stuck at 60 home runs for the season on 
Sunday as the Yankees capped their homestand 
with a rain-shortened 2-0 victory over the Boston 
Red Sox. Judge, chasing Roger Maris’s American 
League record of 61 home runs in a season, was 
one-for-two with a double and a walk. 

The Yankee Stadium sellout crowd of 46,707, 

hanging on every Judge at-bat in hopes of see-
ing him tie and perhaps surpass Maris’s iconic 
mark, set in 1961, finally went home disappoint-
ed. It was already raining steadily when officials 
decided to halt the game and cover the infield at 
9:15, with the Yankees leading 2-0 through six 
innings. 

With Judge due to lead off the bottom of the 
seventh inning for the Yankees, plenty of people 
stayed on hoping the game would resume. But with 
thunderstorms lingering and the Yankees due to 
play in Toronto on Monday, officials eventually 
called the game, which goes in the books as official 
having gone beyond five innings. The Yankees need 

just one win to clinch the American League East 
division title. 

However, Judge has now gone five games with-
out a homer, since hitting his 60th of the season on 
Tuesday in a 9-8 victory over the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. In anticipation of No 61, Maris’s children 
have been attending games at Yankee Stadium 
hoping to be on hand for the event. Maris’s mark 
was the Major League Baseball record when he set 
it, breaking the mark of 60 Babe Ruth established 
in 1927. Barry Bonds now holds the MLB single-
season home run record of 73, set in 2001, but 
Maris’s is still the leading number in the American 
League. —AFP 



LONDON: Croatia and the Netherlands booked
their places in the last four of the Nations League
as holders France needed a favor to avoid relega-
tion from the top tier on Sunday. Les Bleus lost 2-0
in Denmark to finish with just one win from their six
group games, but Croatia’s 3-1 win at Austria saved
the world champions from the drop. Didier
Deschamps will be hoping to have a number of key
men back from injury by the time France’s defense
of the World Cup begins against Australia on
November 22.

“It was a young French team, which for the most
part does not yet have experience of the highest
level,” said Deschamps. “Tonight is a dose of reality
and what will be waiting for us in two months.”
France will also come up against the Danes in the
group stage in Qatar and the Euro 2020 semi-final-
ists showed they are more than capable of causing
more trouble in two months’ time.

Both goals came before half-time as Kasper
Dolberg stretched to turn home Mikkel
Damsgaard’s cross before Andreas Skov Olsen
volleyed in from the edge of the area. France were
without Hugo Lloris, Jules Kounde, N’Golo Kante,
Paul Pogba, Ousmane Dembele and Karim
Benzema through injury. But the star trio of
Antoine Griezmann, Olivier Giroud and Kylian
Mbappe failed to find a way back into the game
for France.

Denmark’s win meant Croatia needed to get all
three points in Austria to top the group. Luka
Modric got the 2018 World Cup finalists off to a fly-
ing start, but they were quickly pegged back by
Christoph Baumgartner’s header. Two goals in three
second-half minutes proved decisive as Marko
Livaja and Dejan Lovren headed in at the far post.
“Austria made our lives very hard, but in the end,
the win was deserved,” said Modric. “I am very
happy that we are in the top four.” Defeat relegated
Austria to League B.

The Netherlands made sure of top spot in Group
A4 with a 1-0 win over Belgium thanks to Virgil van
Dijk’s header 17 minutes from time. The Dutch just
needed to avoid defeat by a three-goal margin after
winning 4-1 in Brussels earlier in the group. A
Belgian revival never looked likely. Van Dijk settled
the game when he was left completely unmarked to
head in a corner inside the six-yard box.

In the same group, Wales were relegated after
losing 1-0 at home to Poland. Karol Swiderski
scored the only goal in Cardiff from Robert
Lewandowski’s cushioned through ball. Turkey were
already guaranteed promotion from League C, but
were still embarrassed by a 2-1 defeat to the Faroe
Islands. The Faroes led 2-0 through Viljormur
Davidsen and Joan Edmundsson before Serdar
Gurler’s late consolation for the side ranked 83
places higher in FIFA’s world rankings.

Price worth paying 
Wales manager Rob Page said relegation from

the top tier of the Nations League on Sunday is
softened by the prospect of looking forward to his
country’s first World Cup since 1958 in two months’
time. A 1-0 defeat to Poland in Cardiff condemned
Page’s men to finishing bottom of a group also con-
taining Belgium and the Netherlands.

Wales’ four Nations League games in June were
split either side of a vital World Cup qualifying
playoff against Ukraine, which forced Page to rest a
number of key players for their 2-1 defeat in Poland
to start the group. Despite the disappointment of
dropping down a division, the Wales boss was hap-
py to pay that price for having made it to Qatar.

“If you had said to me at the start of June that we
would qualify for the World Cup and have it go
down to one game to win to stay in League A, I
would have taken that,” said Page. “The playoff final
against Ukraine did have an impact on our games
either side of it.” Page’s most pressing concern is
recovering some of his best players in time for their
opening game of the World Cup against the United
States on November 21. Aaron Ramsey, Ben Davies
and Joe Allen missed both the defeats, to Poland
and to Belgium, on Thursday, due to injury.

“For us to compete at the top, top level we’re going
to need every player fit and available and playing
well,” added Page. “That’s nothing against the rest of

the squad-they’re brilliant, to a man-but we need our
best players on the pitch.” Gareth Bale was recalled to
the starting line-up and lasted the full 96 minutes in a
boost for Wales as his fitness is managed in the lead
up to Qatar. But for once, Bale could not provide the
spark for the hosts as they fell to just a second defeat
in 22 games at the Cardiff City Stadium.

Lewandowski magic 
Wales started the night three points behind the

Poles, knowing victory would be enough to avoid
relegation. Page’s men had the better chances
before the break as Dan James fired too close to
Wojciech Szczesny when one-on-one before
Brennan Johnson’s goalbound effort was deflected
behind by his own teammate James. “There are a lot
of positives to take out of the performance. It’s just
that final pass and final shot-that’s where we need
to improve and get better,” added Page.

“We have to be ruthless with it as, against top
teams, chances are few and far between. We’ve cre-
ated a lot of chances tonight against a very good
team but we haven’t been ruthless enough.” At the
other end, Wales had done well to deny Robert
Lewandowski any clear sights of goal but one
moment of magic from the Barcelona striker swung
the game. Lewandowski cushioned a bouncing ball
into the path of Karol Swiderski who slotted under
the onrushing Wayne Hennessey.  — AFP 
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CARDIFF: Wales’ defender Connor Roberts (left) vies with Poland’s defender Jakub Kiwior (center) during the UEFA Nations League, league A group 4 football match between Wales and Poland at Cardiff City stadium in
Cardiff, south Wales on September 25, 2022. — AFP 

Croatia, Netherlands cruise into 
semis; France survive relegation

Wales’ Nations League relegation a price worth paying for WCup

Kuwait
Powerlifters shine
KUWAIT: A group of Kuwaiti Powerlifters won
a number of medals in the Power Meet 12
Powerlifting competition in Dubai. The competi-
tion was organized by Desert Barbell
(@desert.barbell). The champions are Nada Al-
Qallaf, who won a gold in the below 47kg cate-
gory and silver in the overall women’s competi-
tion. Ali Naqi grabbed gold medal in the below
59kg category. Hussain Al-Mosawi also won
gold while Fahad Al-Ali secured bronze in the
below 74kg category. Ayoub Al-Ayoub won
bronze in the below 93kg category.

Nada Al-Qallaf - Gold and Silver medals Ali Naqi - Gold medal Hussain Al-Mosawi - Gold medal

Ayoub Al-Ayoub - Bronze medalFahad Al-Ali - Bronze medal

Kuwait’s athletes 
eye legislations to 
develop sports
KUWAIT: A number of Kuwaiti athletes said that they
were looking forward for the 2022 National Assembly
elections, due next Thursday, expressing hopes that
chosen lawmakers would focus on legislations in favor
of the development sports and facilities. Chairman of
the Kuwait Winter Games Club, Fuhaid Al-Ajmi said
that lawmakers should work on legislations allowing
athletes to professionally pursue sports both locally
and internationally. 

That should also be coupled with constructing the
state-of-art sports facilities dedicated to training and
proliferating sports in society, he added, affirming that
both steps would encourage people to seek sports
and exercise as a way of life. On his part, secretary at
the Kuwait Disabled Sport Club Saad Al-Shimmari
indicated that the biggest obstacle facing athletes
with special needs was lack of adequate sports facili-
ties and provisions. 

He affirmed that the financial support given to the
athletes was up acceptable, but that was basically
affected by the lack of facilities and equipment for para-
athletes. Meanwhile, former international footballer
Abdulredha Abbas said that administrative changes to
sports was a much needed measure in Kuwait, noting
that legislators could contribute to the betterment of
sport via coming up with laws in favor of sports profes-
sionalism and the youth. Establishing a dedicated com-
mittee for youth and sports at the National Assembly is
going without saying, Abbas said, indicating that such
committee would surely push for the cause of Kuwaiti
athletes at a parliamentary level. — KUNA
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