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News in brief

Nazaha proposes measures to 
improve electoral practices

Court to decide on suspending polls, decrees • Election silence from Wednesday
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Anti-Corruption 
Authority (Nazaha) called in a statement 
on Monday for a number of measures and 
procedures to improve election campaign 
practices. Nazaha called for regulating the 
funding of election campaigns through 
appointing an agency to oversee election 
spending. It also called for imposing a ceil-
ing for spending during the campaigns and 
introducing mechanisms to supervise 
funding, spending and donations to elec-
tion campaigns. 

It also called for creating a charter for 
parliamentary practices by introducing rules 
that regulate the performance of lawmakers 
and make such rules an integral part of the 
National Assembly’s internal charter. This 

will help promote the values and ethics of 
integrity and transparency, it said. Nazaha 
also called for amending the election law to 
allow the establishment of a body with suffi-
cient powers to supervise the election. 

The new agency will be responsible for 
preparing and updating the electoral rolls 
and registration of candidates, working out 
a plan to regulate the election and forming 
election committees. The agency will also 
receive and handle complaints by candi-
dates and voters and set the necessary 
measures to allow Kuwaitis abroad to 
vote, Nazaha said. Election campaigns 
have gained momentum with just two days 
left for the polls. 

Meanwhile, the constitutional court said 
on Monday it will start looking into peti-
tions on Tuesday calling to suspend the 

Sept 29 elections, as it debates whether 
two emergency decrees related to the 
polls are in line with the constitution. The 
petition was submitted on Sunday by a 
lawyer and candidate who challenged that 
the two Amiri decrees did not meet condi-
tions to be issued as emergency legisla-
tion. 

Although the chances of the court sus-
pending the elections are weak, nothing 
can be ruled out. The court can however 
continue to debate the two decrees with-
out suspending the elections and can issue 
its ruling after the polls. If the court how-
ever decides to suspend the elections, the 
dissolved National Assembly will regain all 
its powers in accordance with the Kuwaiti 
constitution. 
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Sixteen Kuwaiti women successfully trekked to Ala-Kul Lake in the Terskey 
Alatau mountain range in Kyrgyzstan and raised Kuwait’s flag there. Team 
member Jenan Al-Qenaei said Ala-Kul Lake lies at an altitude of nearly 3,700 
m, making it the highest lake in the world. The team includes 16 female 
members of Thunders Kuwait, in addition to team leader Ali Al-Daihan. This file artist’s illustration obtained from NASA shows the DART spacecraft 

from behind prior to impact at the Didymos binary system. — AFP 

LAUREL, Maryland: NASA was to Monday 
attempt a feat humanity has never before accom-
plished: Deliberately smacking a spacecraft into an 
asteroid to slightly deflect its orbit, in a key test of 
our ability to stop cosmic objects from devastating 
life on Earth. The Double Asteroid Redirection Test 
(DART) spaceship launched from California last 
November and is fast approaching its target, which 
it was to strike at roughly 22,500 km per hour. 
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NASA to deflect 
asteroid in key 
test of defense 

Prominent cleric Qaradawi dies 
 
DOHA: Yusuf Al-
Qaradawi, a prominent 
Sunni scholar and spiritual 
leader of Egypt’s outlawed 
Muslim Brotherhood 
movement, has died aged 
96, his Twitter account 
announced Monday. He 
was naturalized as a citi-
zen of Qatar, where he had been based since 1961. 
“Imam Yusuf Al-Qaradawi has died after dedicat-
ing his life to making Islam known and defending 
his community,” said the tweet on his official 
account.  — AFP 

Yusuf Al-Qaradawi

Rajaan’s properties to be auctioned 
 
KUWAIT: The public prosecution directed the 
ministry of justice to finalize a contract to 
organize a public real estate auction in prepa-
ration for the sale of 42 properties owned by 
the former director of the Public Institution of 
Social Security Fahad Al-Rajaan, who died ear-
lier this month, and his wife Muna Al-Wazzan, 
after completing legal procedures. Rajaan had 
fled to the UK with his family after facing accu-
sations including embezzlement of public funds, 
betrayal of public trust and money laundering 
relating to when he was the head of PIFSS. 

IZHEVSK, Russia: This screen grab taken from footage released on Sept 26, 2022 
shows investigators working by the body of a gunman in school No88. — AFP

MOSCOW: The death toll has risen 
to 15 people, including 11 children, 
after a man opened fire Monday at his 
former school in central Russia, 
authorities said. The attack was the 
latest in a series of school shootings 
that have shaken Russia in recent 
years and came with the country on 
edge over efforts to mobilize tens of 
thousands of men to fight in Ukraine. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin 

denounced the “inhuman terrorist 
attack” in the city of Izhevsk, the 
Kremlin said, adding that the shooter 
“apparently belongs to a neo-fascist 
group”. According to investigators, the 
attacker “was wearing a black top with 
Nazi symbols and a balaclava” when 
his body was discovered. He was later 
identified as a local man born in 1988, 
who graduated from the school. 

Investigators have said two secu-
rity guards and two teachers were 
among the victims, while the attacker 
“committed suicide”. Authorities pre-
viously announced a death toll of 
seven children and six adults but did 
not specify if that included the sus-
pected shooter.  
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School shooting 
kills 15 in Russia, 
mostly children

BEIRUT: Lebanese depositors queue to withdraw money from a Fransabank 
branch on Sept 26, 2022 as banks partially re-opened following a week of clo-
sure due to security concerns. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Depositors scuffled and 
long lines formed at Lebanese banks 
Monday as they partially reopened 
after a week-long closure following a 
slew of heists by customers desperate 
to access their money. But most banks 
remained shut, welcoming only a 

handful of depositors on appointment, 
and there was anger from those seek-
ing to withdraw frozen funds desper-
ately needed to weather a crushing 
economic crisis. 

At a closed Beirut branch of 
Fransabank, dozens of soldiers, inter-
nal security forces members and cus-
tomers had queued for hours. “I don’t 
care about anything, I need my 
salary,” one ISF member yelled from 
behind the locked gates. Banks started 
imposing draconian restrictions on 
withdrawals after Lebanon’s economy  
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