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The entire world is fighting all forms of 
discrimination against others. All are 
fighting racial discrimination because of 

skin color, and many people have paid a heavy 
price due to religious and sectarian discrimina-
tion. Wars took place and millions have been 
killed due to populist and tribal discrimination. 
Because people always fall victim to negli-
gence, the most dangerous forms of discrimi-
nation have passed without them noticing it, 
and they did not fight it with the same force 
with which they fought others. It is class dis-
crimination that is different from other forms of 
discrimination. 

Heavenly and human legislations have rec-
ognized class differences and made them 
among the positive factors for human develop-
ment and stimulating a personís abilities. Islam 
mentions social class in the Holy Quran. Allah 
Almighty says in Surat Al-Zukhruf: ìIs it they 
who would portion out the Mercy of your 
Lord? It is we who portion out between them 
their livelihood in this world, and we raised 
some of them above others in ranks, so that 
some may employ others in their work. But the 
Mercy (Paradise) of your Lord (O Muhammad 
PBUH) is better than the (wealth of this world) 
which they amassî (43:32) 

People are not equal in abilities, and this 
creates a disparity in achievements and this 
calls for recognition of differences. If class is a 
natural part of human society, then class dis-
crimination and spreading a culture of con-
tempt between classes is what confused people 
because of their ignorance of the difference 
between class and classism, especially in our 
Arab World. 

Two years ago, a young Moroccan girl com-
mitted suicide, leaving behind a letter in which 
she complained about class contempt she 
faced in her school. The e-magazine 
Psychology published a study, the first of its 
kind, which links physiological changes with 
class discrimination in young people. Dr 
Thomas Fuller-Rowell of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison revealed the harms of 
class discrimination on human health. He said 
the study showed that there are disturbances in 
the physiological condition of lower classes 
and a decline in their health. 

So, classism not only has devastating psy-
chological effects, but it differs from other 
types by being harmful to human health, so it is 
not a surprise that diseases spread in some of 
our Arab countries among lower classes, who 
die at a younger age. While in the past we used 
to hold poverty alone responsible, and we dis-
covered that poverty bears the least part, while 
oppression bears the greater part. 

Today, in some Arab countries, we see 
unprecedented discrimination. There are class-
es that do not come in contact with others. 
Even if they have to deal with lower classes, 
they create a psychological barrier that pre-
vents them from communicating. There are 
Arab societies today that are run by classes 
that do not see or hear anything but them-
selves. We are in need of fighting classism, 
which is rising, before the day comes when the 
poor disappear from the eyes of the rich and 
they will not see them.
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KUWAIT: The General Secretariat of the Supreme 
Council for Planning and Development in coopera-
tion with Kuwait Authority for Partnership Projects 
(KAPP) held a workshop on Monday to introduce 
the system of partnership between the public and 
private sectors, titled Vision of the New Kuwait 
through Partnerships Projects, in the presence of 
officials from the public and private sectors. 

General Secretary of the Supreme Council for 
Planning and Development Khaled Mahdi said in a 
press statement that Kuwait realizes the importance 
of activating the concept of partnership between 
the public and private sectors in the implementation 
of projects, stressing the general policy directives of 
the development plan are keen to update laws relat-
ed to this field over the years. 

He stressed the partnership between the public 
and private sectors is an important step to advance 
development, raise the level of government perform-
ance and provide services characterized by efficien-
cy and high quality, pointing to the importance of 
cooperation between various sectors to achieve 
growth and development. Mahdi pointed out that the 
seven pillars of the development plan are inter-
twined with issues related to partnership, indicating 
that the focus should be on strategic development 
projects with social and economic returns. 

Mahdi added there is a need for a true under-
standing of the concept of partnership, as it is a 
broad and complex concept and is often misunder-
stood, explaining that the program in the plan has a 
set of policies that serve the theme of partnership. 
He explained that the partnership aims to build a 
sustainable economy, relieve pressure on public 
finances and effectively manage strategic and 
important projects, stressing the importance of 
focusing on the diversification and sustainability of 
the economy. 

Mahdi addressed article 20 of the Kuwaiti con-
stitution, which he believes the concept of partner-
ship is based on. “The national economy is based 
on social justice, and its basis is fair cooperation 
between public and private activity, and its goal is 
to achieve economic development, increase pro-
duction, raise the standard of living and achieve 
prosperity for citizens, all within the limits of the 
law,” he said. 

“There are several indications confirming the 
success of the Kuwaiti model in the partnership 
between the two sectors, most notably the National 
Industries Group and the mobile telecommunica-
tions sector, in addition to the North Al-Zour proj-
ect,” he added, pointing out that there are around 
38 strategic projects in Kuwait that can be part-
nered with. “The New Kuwait 2035 vision has many 
projects that need partnerships and advanced capa-
bilities to implement, while Kuwait has approved 

many legislations to facil-
itate the entry of major 
foreign companies into 
the local market.” 

Meanwhile, Mahdi 
indicated Kuwait is a pio-
neer in the legislative 
regulation of the public 
and private partnership in 
its modern sense through 
the issuance of law no. 7 
of 2008 in the matter of 
regulating construction, 
operation, transfer and similar systems, in addition 
to amending some provisions of decree law 105 of 
1980 regarding the state property system, which is 
considered the basis to regulate the participation of 
the private sector in development projects and 
infrastructure in Kuwait.

Supreme Council for Planning and Development  
and KAPP hold joint projects workshop

KUWAIT: Abdulaziz Al-Sarawi, Khaled Mahdi and Asmaa Al-Mousa attend the joint workshop. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat 
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Sultan Al-Bohra  
gifts 250 date  
palm trees 

 
KUWAIT: Sultan Al-Bohra Dr Mufaddal Saifuddin 
gifted 250 date palm trees as a gesture of support 
to the government and people of Kuwait, especially 
the farming community in the country. The date 
palm tree donation project is aimed at promoting 
sustainable agricultural options in the region, while 
also reducing the effects of climate change. 

To inaugurate the project, Saifuddin planted a 
date palm tree alongside officials of the Public 
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish 
Resources. “The cultivation of the date palm tree is 
crucial as per Kuwait’s national development plan to 
achieve food security, improve nutrition and pro-
mote sustainable agriculture. Dates are a major cash 
crop of the country and a means of livelihood for 
the farming community, hence this gift by the Sultan 

Al-Bohra to the people of Kuwait will provide long-
term benefits,” a PAAAFR official said. 

Sharing details about the project, Huzefa Yusuf, 
Project Coordinator of the Dawoodi Bohras of 
Kuwait added: “Around 2-meter-high date palm 
trees will be planted across four locations. Like his 
predecessors, Syedna Mufaddal Saifuddin has 
always guided the Dawoodi Bohra community to 
contribute to the protection and conversation of the 
environment. This date palm tree donation project is 
a manifestation of this commitment.”  

The project is undertaken as part of the 
Dawoodi Bohra’s global philanthropic initiative, 
Project Rise, which works with local communities 
and organizations to provide better nutrition, 
health, access to water and environmental protec-
tion. Dr Mufaddal Saifuddin arrived in Kuwait on 
Sept 14, 2022 to mark the 40th day of Imam 
Hussein’s sacrifice in Karbala. During his stay in the 
country, he met senior government officials and 
other dignitaries to discuss areas of mutual interest 
and cooperation. He also interacted with the 
Dawoodi Bohra community members and enquired 
about their holistic wellbeing. 

The Dawoodi Bohra community has a long histo-
ry in Kuwait, with over 23,000 community members 
residing in the country. Most of the members, who 
hail from Western India, have been at the forefront 
of the country’s economic progress by contributing 
as industrialists, traders and professionals across 
various fields. The community is also actively taking 
part in various social welfare projects, including 
cleanups and undertaking environmental projects.

KUWAIT: Sultan Al-Bohra, Dr Mufaddal Saifuddin waters a 
palm tree, to inaugurate the date palm tree donation project.

Eagles make pit  
stop in Kuwait  
on seasonal trip 

 
KUWAIT: Due to its geographic location, Kuwait 
is often a suitable site in the region for birds of 
prey to make a pit stop from various countries 
including Russia, Caucasus Mountains, North Iran, 
and Asia. Previously, different species of eagles 
have stopped in Kuwait, notably in Sept 2018, on 
their seasonal migratory journey from the north to 
the south.  The birds usually make their way to 
Africa during winter and return to the northern 
hemisphere in spring.  —KUNA


