
6 killed in 
Philippine typhoon
SAN ILDEFONSO, Philippines: The strongest
typhoon to hit the Philippines this year left at least
six people dead, authorities said Monday, after
heavy rain and fierce winds battered the country’s
most populous island.

Typhoon Noru toppled trees, knocked out power
and flooded low-lying communities as it swept
across Luzon on Sunday and Monday. There have
so far been no reports of widespread severe dam-
age to buildings from the storm, which hit the coun-
try as a super typhoon.

Five people suffered minor injuries and several
others are missing, disaster officials said. “I think
that we may have gotten lucky at least this time, a
little bit,” President Ferdinand Marcos Jr told a
briefing with disaster agencies.

Five rescuers were killed after they were sent to
help flooded residents in San Miguel municipality in
Bulacan province, near the capital Manila.
Lieutenant-Colonel Romualdo Andres, chief of
police in San Miguel, said the rescuers were wading
through floodwaters when a wall collapsed, sending
them into the fast current.

“Our house was swept away by the flood, it’s
gone,” said Willie Ortega, 59, in San Miguel. “We
weren’t able to save anything, even the rice to eat,
none.” An elderly man died after he was hit by a
landslide in Burdeos municipality on the Polillo
Islands, part of Quezon province, where the storm
made landfall, said Garner Jimenez from the local
civil defence office.

The Philippines is regularly ravaged by storms,
with scientists warning they are becoming more
powerful as the world gets warmer because of cli-
mate change. Noru smashed into the archipelago

nation on Sunday after an unprecedented “explo-
sive intensification” in wind speeds, the state
weather forecaster said earlier.

It made landfall about 100 kilometres (62 miles)
northeast of Manila, before weakening to a typhoon
as it crossed a mountain range, coconut plantations
and rice fields. More than 74,000 people were
evacuated from their homes before the storm hit, as
the meteorology agency warned heavy rain could
cause “serious flooding” in vulnerable areas and
trigger landslides.

But on Monday, there was no sign of the wide-
spread devastation many had feared, as the storm
moved over the South China Sea towards Vietnam.
State weather forecaster Ana Laurel said Noru
brought less rain and moved faster compared to
other destructive typhoons that have hit the
Philippines.

“It all depends on the interplay of the weather
systems. Each typhoon has its own characteristics,”
Laurel explained. Aerial footage taken during
Marcos’s inspection flight over central Luzon
showed rivers that were swollen or had burst their
banks, and patches of farmland under water.

Officials estimate about 141 million pesos ($2.4
million) worth of crops were damaged. National
disaster agency spokesperson Rafaelito Alejandro
described the storm’s impact as “very minimal”.
Marcos said preparations for the storm helped.
“You might think that we overdid it. There is no
such thing as overkill when it comes to disasters,”
he said. The Polillo Islands bore the brunt of Noru
with storm surges blamed for flooding coastal com-
munities. “The wind was whistling and it had heavy
rains,” said Ervin Calleja, a 49-year-old teacher in
Burdeos municipality. — AFP

ROME: Italy took a sharp turn to the right Monday
after Giorgia Meloni’s Eurosceptic populist party
swept to victory in general elections, putting the
one-time Mussolini admirer on course to become
the first woman to lead the country.

Meloni’s Brothers of Italy party, which has neo-
fascist roots, won 26 percent in Sunday’s election,
according to partial results. It leads a coalition
including former premier Silvio Berlusconi and
Matteo Salvini’s far-right League, which looks set to
win a majority in parliament and install the most
right-wing government since World War II.

Meloni’s success represents a seismic change in
Italy-a founding member of the European Union
and the eurozone’s third largest economy-and for
the EU, just weeks after the far-right outperformed
in elections in Sweden.

“Meloni takes Italy,” read the Repubblica daily’s
headline, while editorialist Stefano Folli said it was
“the first time in decades that the country’s political
face has transformed so completely”.

Meloni, whose campaign motto of “God, country
and family” has sparked fears of a regression on
rights in the Catholic-majority country, used her
first public statement to emphasise unity.

She will govern “for all Italians”, she told an early
morning press conference. “We will do it with the
aim of uniting people, of enhancing what unites
them rather than what divides them.” But the 45-
year-old, whose party has never held office, has
huge challenges ahead, from soaring inflation, to a
looming energy crisis and the war in Ukraine.

‘Proud, free Europe’ 
Congratulations came in quickly from Meloni’s

nationalist allies across the continent, from Polish

Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki to Spain’s far-
right party Vox.

“Meloni has shown the way for a proud, free
Europe of sovereign nations,” Vox leader Santiago
Abascal tweeted. But Spanish Foreign Minister Jose
Manuel Albares warned that “populist movements
always grow, but it always ends in the same way-in
catastrophe”.

A spokesman for the European Commission said
it hoped for “constructive cooperation” with the
new government. “Italy is a very Europe-friendly

country with very Europe-friendly citizens and we
assume that won’t change,” added a spokesman for
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz.

Meloni and League leader Matteo Salvini are
both strongly Eurosceptic, although they no longer
want Italy to leave the eurozone. The Brothers of
Italy head says Rome must assert its interests more,
and has policies that look set to challenge Brussels
on everything from public spending rules to mass
migration.

The coalition also wants to renegotiate the EU’s
post-pandemic recovery fund, arguing that the
almost 200 billion euros ($193 billion) Italy is set to

receive should take into account the energy crisis.
But the funds are tied to a series of reforms only

just begun by outgoing Prime Minister Mario
Draghi, and analysts say she has limited room for
manouevre.

Long-lasting government 
Meloni had been leading opinion polls since

Draghi called snap elections in July following the
collapse of his national unity government.

Hers was the only party not to join Draghi’s
coalition in February 2021, making her effectively
the only opposition leader.

Salvini highlighted this fact as he rued his
League party’s poor performance, which at around
nine percent is almost half that of its 17-percent
showing in 2018.

However, he said he would play his part in the
new government, which he hoped could “go for at
least five years straight”.

Turnout fell to a historic low of around 64 per-
cent, and some Italians were sanguine about the
result, viewing it a yet another chapter in an infa-
mously unstable country.

“I’m not too pessimistic because Italians, in
problematic situations, always find a solution,” not-
ed Fabrizio Sabelli, out and about in Rome on
Monday morning.

Meloni has distanced herself from her party’s
neo-fascist past-and her own, after praising dicta-
tor Benito Mussolini as a teen-and presented her-
self as a straight-talking but unthreatening leader.

After being assertive in opposition, she waged a
“very cautious, very reassuring campaign”, Lorenzo
De Sio, head of Italian electoral studies centre CISE,
told AFP. — AFP
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ROME, Italy: Leader of Italian far-right party “Fratelli d’Italia” (Brothers of Italy), Giorgia Meloni holds a placard reading “Thank You Italy” after she delivered an address at her party’s campaign headquarters overnight on September 26, 2022 in
Rome, after the country voted in a legislative election. —AFP
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ROSE BLANCHE-HARBOUR LE COU, Canada:
Handout image provided by Pauline Billard,
shows damage caused by Hurricane Fiona in
Rose Blanche-Harbour le Cou, Newfoundland
and Labrador, Canada. —AFP

SAN ILDEFONSO, Philippines: Residents carry their belongings while evacuating from their submerged homes
in the aftermath of Super Typhoon Noru in San Ildefonso, Bulacan province. —AFP

Canada counts 
damage after 
storm Fiona
MONTREAL: Parts of eastern Canada suf-
fered “immense” devastation, officials said
Sunday after powerful storm Fiona swept
houses into the sea and caused major power
outages, as the Caribbean and Florida braced
for intensifying Tropical Storm Ian.

Canadian authorities have now confirmed
two deaths caused when Fiona, then a post-
tropical cyclone, tore into Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland early Saturday. Fiona had earli-
er claimed seven lives as it roared through the
Caribbean at the start of a week of havoc.

Officials on Prince Edward Island on Sunday
confirmed the death of one person there,
though there were few details. And officials
have found the body of a 73-year-old woman
believed to have been swept from her home in
Newfoundland. She apparently was sheltering
in her basement when waves broke through.

The storm packed intense winds of 80 miles
(130 kilometers) per hour when it arrived with
force rarely seen in eastern Canada, bringing
torrential rain and waves of up to 40 feet (12
meters). “The devastation is immense,” Nova
Scotia Premier Tim Houston told reporters.
“The magnitude of the storm is incredible.”

Storm surges swept at least 20 homes into
the sea in the town of Channel-Port aux
Basques, on the southwestern tip of
Newfoundland. Mayor Brian Button described
“a total war zone” in the coastal community.

Some 200 residents had been evacuated
before the storm hit. On Sunday, residents were
reckoning with the damage. “Some people have
lost everything, and I mean everything,” Button
told CBC News. “The sea was taking back the
land and we were getting separated. A lot of
our homes are built along the coastline along
the Atlantic Ocean. Down there, Fiona just
wiped out parts of that,” he said.

Tempers were fraying Sunday as residents
tried to return to their homes-or what was left
of them. “I know people are showing up at the
barricades angry this morning and wanting to
move in and go check up on their properties,”
said Button in a live video on Facebook.

“You’ve got to give us a little bit of time...
Unfortunately, this is going to take days, could
take weeks, could take months in some cases,”
he said.  — AFP


