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PARIS: The head of France’s Greens party resigned 
on Monday after being accused of “psychological 
violence” by a former partner, dealing a fresh blow 
to the country’s beleaguered left-wing political 
coalition. Julien Bayou, head of the Europe Ecology 
Greens party (EELV), said in a statement that he 
was stepping down due to the “unsustainable” 
nature of his position. 

He has denied the allegations and said he would 
remain an MP, adding that the decision did not call 
into question “my current 
or future commitment”. 
The environmentalist 
came under pressure last 
week after fellow EELV 
lawmaker Sandrine 
Rousseau told a TV show 
that she had met Bayou’s 
former partner, who was 
“very depressed”. 

Bayou “has behaviour 
that causes women mental 
breakdowns,” Rousseau 
claimed. The explosive allegations came amid a 
separate scandal that has enveloped the fellow left-
wing party France Unbowed (LFI), where a senior 
MP recently admitted hitting his wife during a 
break up. 

Rousseau has faced criticism for publicly under-
mining a colleague on the basis of allegations about 
his private life that have not been reported to the 
police. Bayou called it “Kafka on social networks”, 

adding that he had “been accused of things that 
have not been stated (to me), which the accusers 
say are not punishable as a crime.” 

An internal EELV committee that investigates 
gender-based or sexual violence began a probe 
into Bayou in July. At the time, he said he was going 
through a “breakup that includes barely concealed 
threats to me and a form of manipulation that I can 
only condemn.” 

After years in the political wilderness, France’s 
left-wing parties grouped 
together in a coalit ion 
known as “Nupes” for 
parliamentary elections in 
June. The alliance raised 
hopes they might serve as 
a united opposition to the 
centrist ruling alliance of 
President Emmanuel 
Macron, but it has strug-
gled to maintain a com-
mon front. 

Communist party head 
Fabien Roussel broke ranks publicly with his part-
ners in mid-September, when he said the left 
“must defend the notion of work, and not be the 
left of benefits and social security.” Rousseau 
replied that “work was a value of the right”, 
adding that people had “the right to be lazy” and 
that the left should be focused on reducing the 
length of the working week. 

Allegations about harassment and assault are rife 

in French politics, surfacing regularly since the 
#MeToo movement against sexual violence began 
in 2017. In July, Damien Abad, a right-winger who 
was named minister in Macron’s freshly installed 
centrist government, was forced to step down over 
rape allegations. — AFP
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Six killed in chopper crash  
 
ISLAMABAD: Six Pakistan servicemen were 
killed in a helicopter crash in southwestern 
Pakistan, the military said Monday, the second 
deadly chopper incident in just over a month. The 
helicopter went down near Khost, a small town in 
Balochistan province bordering Afghanistan and 
Iran. “A helicopter on a flying mission crashed 
late last night. Six personnel-including two army 
majors (both pilots) embraced shahadat (martyr-
dom) in the crash,” the military said in a state-
ment. No further details were given about the 
cause of the crash or type of aircraft. The area 
where the helicopter came down has not been hit 
by recent flooding. In early August, six Pakistan 
servicemen including one of the army’s top com-
manders were killed when their helicopter 
crashed during flood relief operations in 
Balochistan. — AFP 
 
 
Norway Pride shooting arrests 
 
OSLO:  Norwegian police said Monday they had 
arrested two alleged accomplices of the suspect 
in a June shooting that killed two people in Oslo 
on the sidelines of Pride celebrations. The two 
suspects were arrested on Sunday in Oslo sus-
pected of “complicity in a terrorist act”, the Oslo 
police said in a statement. One is a Somali man in 
his forties, the other a Norwegian in his thirties-
both of them known to police. Their identities 
were not disclosed. In the early hours of June 25, 
a man opened fire near a gay bar in central Oslo 
during celebrations linked to the city’s Pride festi-
val. The shooting killed two men, aged 54 and 60, 
and wounded 21 others. Immediately after the 
shooting, police arrested Zaniar Matapour, a 43-
year-old Norwegian of Iranian origin, on suspi-
cion of carrying out the attack. — AFP 

GUIDEL, France: Centrist Mouvement Democrate (MoDem) party’s leader Francois Bayrou (C) sings the national 
anthem with French Agriculture Minister Marc Fesneau (R) during MoDem’s summer university meeting in 
Guidel, western France. — AFP
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Ukrainian geeks  
turned guerrillas  
make drones 

 
BAKHMUT: For young Ukrainian geeks, making 
drones — for reconnaissance or destruction — in a 
house basement near the Donbas frontline is “new 
generation” guerrilla warfare. 

In dim light, the 20-somethings busily piece 
together electronic components spread out on 
tables, with the help of laptops and documents, 
while artillery fire thuds in the background. 

Next the repair room next door — a laundry 
room before the war — drones are patched up 
using spare parts taken from aircraft damaged “in 
battle” against the Russians. In the garden shed 
meanwhile, a 19-year-old, whose nom de guerre is 
Varnak, transforms grenades designed for grenade 
launchers into bombs to be dropped from drones. 

You just add fins to them and change the deto-
nation system, he tells AFP, smiling. “I manage 
explosives here in my section.. . We work on 
grenades and create homemade explosive 
objects”, says the young man, who joined the unit 
after responding to an announcement on Twitter. 
He inscribes personalised messages for the enemy 
on the miniature bombs, including “Victory — and 
happy birthday!” and “People who live without 
freedom have bad taste”. 

In the house garage, a platform covered with 
electronics is mounted on four wheels where the 
team puts finishing touches to a kamikaze drone 
able to carry an anti-tank mine, or any other type 
of explosive. A heavy machine gun waits mean-

while in the corner to be transformed into a robot-
ic firing station. 

 
‘Volunteers’  

Aktor (“Actor” in Ukrainian) was a student at 
the Igor Sikorsky Technical University in Kyiv 
when Russia launched its invasion in February. 
Today, he wears a uniform and works on “robot-
ics” to perfect kamikaze drones. For him, these 
technologies can make a difference in the conflict 
in Ukraine “because the current war ... is a new 
generation war”. 

“It is no longer people with weapons who wage 
war but robotic vehicles, with a very high technical 
level”, says the 22-year-old. “Why should one sol-
dier shoot another when you have a robot that can 
deliver a ton of explosives to an ammunition 
dump?” he asks. 

The group’s founder and leader, Zmiy (“Snake” 
in Ukrainian), is a bearded veteran of the conflict 
that began in 2014 in the Donbas, eastern Ukraine. 

Zmiy, who wears rimmed glasses and a baseball 
cap decorated with a US flag, says the group com-
prises about 40 men and women. —AFP 

DONETSK, Ukraine: Ukrainian soldiers use a drone in Bakhmut, Donetsk region, on September 25, 2022, amid 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. —AFP
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“It’s the final cosmic collision countdown,” tweet-

ed mission control at Johns Hopkins Applied Physics 
Laboratory in Maryland. To be sure, neither the 
asteroid moonlet Dimorphos, nor the big brother it 
orbits, called Didymos, pose any threat as the pair 
loop the Sun, passing about seven million miles from 
Earth at nearest approach. But NASA has deemed 
the experiment important to carry out before an 
actual need is discovered. 

Impact between the car-sized spacecraft, and the 
160 m, or two Statues of Liberty, asteroid was to take 
place at 7:14 pm Eastern Time (2314 GMT), viewable 
on a NASA livestream. By striking Dimorphos head 
on, NASA hoped to push it into a smaller orbit, shav-
ing 10 minutes off the time it takes to encircle 
Didymos, which is currently 11 hours and 55 minutes - 
a change that will be detected by ground telescopes in 
the days or weeks to come. The proof-of-concept 
experiment will make a reality of what has before only 
been attempted in science fiction - notably in films 
such as “Armageddon” and “Don’t Look Up”. 

As the craft propelled itself through space, flying 
autonomously for the mission’s final phase, its camera 
system was to start to beam down the very first pic-
tures of Dimorphos. Minutes later, a toaster-sized 
satellite called LICIACube, which already separated 
from DART a few weeks ago, was to make a close 
pass of the site to capture images of the collision and 
the ejecta - the pulverized rock thrown off by impact. 

LICIACube’s pictures will be sent back in the next 
weeks and months. 

Also watching the event: An array of telescopes, 
both on Earth and in space - including the recently 
operational James Webb - which might be able to see 
a brightening cloud of dust. Finally, a full picture of 
what the system looks like will be revealed when a 
European Space Agency mission four years down the 
line called Hera arrives to survey Dimorphos’ surface 
and measure its mass, which scientists can currently 
only guess at. 

Very few of the billions of asteroids and comets in 
our solar system are considered potentially hazardous 
to our planet, and none are expected in the next hun-
dred years or so. But “I guarantee to you that if you 
wait long enough, there will be an object,” said 
NASA’s Thomas Zurbuchen. We know that from the 
geological record - for example, the six-mile wide 
Chicxulub asteroid struck Earth 66 million years ago, 
plunging the world into a long winter that led to the 
mass extinction of the dinosaurs along with 75 percent 
of all species. An asteroid the size of Dimorphos, by 
contrast, would only cause a regional impact, such as 
devastating a city, albeit with greater force than any 
nuclear bomb in history. How much momentum DART 
imparts on Dimorphos will depend on whether the 
asteroid is solid rock, or more like a “rubbish pile” of 
boulders bound by mutual gravity - a situation that’s 
not yet known.  

The shape of the asteroid is also not known, but 
NASA engineers are confident DART’s SmartNav 
guidance system will hit its target. If it misses, NASA 
will have another shot in two years’ time, with the 
spaceship containing just enough fuel for another 
pass. But if it succeeds, the mission will mark the first 
step towards a world capable of defending itself from 
a future existential threat —AFP  

NASA to deflect 
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Continued from Page 1 
 
The information ministry declared that election 

silence will  be observed on Wednesday and 
Thursday, the day of the polls. The ministry said 
during this period, it is totally banned for the 
media to publish or replay any interviews, pro-
grams or reports of candidates contesting the 
50-seat parliament. It also banned the publica-
tion of the results of opinion polls by agencies 
authorized by the ministry.

Nazaha proposes 
measures to...

Continued from Page 1 
 

Investigators said they were searching his home 
and probing his “adherence to neo-fascist views 
and Nazi ideology”. 

The region’s governor Alexander Brechalov con-
firmed there were “casualties and wounded among 
children”, speaking in a video statement outside 
school No88 in Izhevsk. Rescue and medical work-
ers could be seen in the background, some running 
inside the school with stretchers. Brechalov 
declared a period of mourning in the region to last 
until Thursday. 

A city of around 630,000 people, Izhevsk is the 
regional capital of Russia’s Udmurt Republic, locat-
ed around 1,000 km east of Moscow. The attack 
came just hours after a man had opened fire and 
severely wounded a recruitment officer at an enlist-
ment center in Siberia. Russia’s last major school 
shooting was in April, when a man opened fire in a 

kindergarten in the central Ulyanovsk region, leav-
ing a teacher and two children dead. The shooter, 
described as “mentally ill”, was later found dead, 
with officials saying he had shot himself. 

Mass shootings at schools and universities in 
Russia were rare until 2021, when the country was 
rocked by two separate killing sprees in the central 
Russian cities of Kazan and Perm that spurred law-
makers to tighten laws regulating access to guns. In 
Sept 2021, a student dressed in black tactical clothing 
and helmet armed with a hunting rifle swept through 
Perm State University buildings killing six people, 
mostly women, and injuring two dozen others. 

The gunman resisted arrest and was shot by law 
enforcement as he was apprehended and moved to 
a medical facility for treatment. It was the second 
such attack that year, after a 19-year-old former 
student shot dead nine people at his old school in 
the Kazan in May. Investigators said that the gun-
man suffered from a mental impairment, but was 
deemed fit to receive a license for the semi-auto-
matic shotgun that he used. 

On the day of that attack Putin called for a 
review of gun control laws and the age to acquire 
hunting rifles was increased from 18 to 21 and med-
ical checks were strengthened. — AFP  

School shooting 
kills 15 in Russia...
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collapsed in 2019. Since then, the Lebanese 

pound has lost more than 95 percent of its market 
value, meaning public sector salaries have slumped 
to as low as $40 a month. 

Earlier this month five banks were stormed in one 
day with depositors seeking to unlock frozen sav-
ings, after a string of similar holdups in past weeks. 
The Lebanese banks association said Sunday that 
banks will reopen in a limited capacity to businesses, 
educational institutions and hospitals. Many banks 
have also now hired security guards. ATMs will be 
available “for everyone else,” to allow public and pri-

vate sector institutions to transfer salaries, they said. 
Georges Hajj of Lebanon’s bank employees union 
said that some branches did not reopen, but those 
that did increased security. “This week is a test to 
see how things will unfold,” he said. 

In the southern city of Sidon, heavy security has 
been deployed at several banks, an AFP correspon-
dent reported, after a security forces member tried 
to get into a BLOM bank branch by force to retrieve 
his salary. In the queue outside Fransabank, Yolla 
Sawan, a 67-year-old retired teacher, waited for her 
appointment, hoping to withdraw roughly $130 — 
her bank’s maximum monthly allowance. 

“I don’t know what will happen (if I can’t with-
draw),” she said in a soft voice. 

Near the bank, more servicemen and ordinary 
depositors queued in front of an ATM which was 
empty of any cash. One ISF member, who declined 
to give his name, said he had been waiting for two 
hours to withdraw his meagre salary. — AFP 

Customers fume 
as Lebanese...


