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In a makeshift changing room swathed
with black fabric, South African Luke
Andalis transforms into the burly Aratak,

preparing to perform at Comic-Con Africa,
the continent’s largest pop culture, fantasy
and gaming festival. “There’s so much fur
in my mouth,” the 32-year-old cosplayer
Andalis chuckles to friends as he dons a
stiff green pleather parka over his head
and shoulders. This year he chose to cos-
play Aratak, the  middle-aged chieftain of
the Banuk tribe in the popular video game
Horizon Zero Dawn: The Frozen Wild.

After a two-year Covid hiatus, Comic-
Con Africa’s return has been widely antici-
pated by cosplayers and fans. Clad in

superhero capes, colorful masks, sci-fi
costumes and eccentric wigs, thousands
on Saturday flocked to a vast expo centre
near the FNB Stadium, which hosted the
FIFA 2010 World Cup final. Loud music
welcomed the festival-goers to Stranger
Things escape rooms, pop-up tattoo par-
lors and comic haven. This year’s festivi-
ties are star-studded, hosting fan favorites
including award-winning Stranger Things
and Twilight actor, Jamie Campbell Bower
among others. Africa’s third edition of the
comic convention is being staged at the
national recreation centre, south of the
economic hub Johannesburg. The festival
first hit African soil in 2018.

‘Very proud moment’ 
Andalis has been cosplaying for six

years but says his 12 years as a film cos-
tume designer and maker made for a nat-
ural transition. During the pandemic when
performances slammed to a halt, the
Cape Town-raised artist shared tips on
costume play and showing off his “builds”,
a term used to describe a finished cos-
tume, racking up a large Instagram follow-
ing. Shortly before stepping on stage,
Andalis’s personality shifts slightly as he
starts to get into character.

He complains about the stiffness of the
costume, which perfectly imitates Aratak’s
garb, a traditional attire used to protect the

character from the frigid climate of his
tribe’s territory. “It is a very proud moment.
I’ve been working on this costume for
eight months,” he says. Complete with
stocky faux fur tussles that swing as he
turns and a regal head garment  atop a
fake triangle shaped beard and thick side-
burns, Andalis’s friend helps him put on
the last component of the ensemble-
armored quill braces. As he walks from the
dimly-lit dresser, a crowd swarms around
him marveling at the final product.

The four-day pop culture festival has
won praise for opening doors for cosplay-
ers in a country where the industry is not
yet as big as in more developed nations. It

is the first time at Comic-Con for
Johannesburg-based Thifhuriwi Nephawe.
She is dressed as princess Neytiri of the
alien Na’vi race, in the American science
fiction film series Avatar.

“The character Neytiri is for me an
African woman who’s very powerful and
fighting for her village, for her tribe,” she
tells AFP. “People from the outside are
coming to try and take everything from
them, so she’s trying to fight against
that, that’s what I resonate with, just the
power.”—AFP

A group of cosplayer visit Comic Con Africa, the largest pop culture, fantasy and gaming festi-
val of the continent, are reflected in the mirror room at the Nasrec Expo Centre in
Johannesburg.— AFP photos

South African cosplayer Alec Papavarnavas,
23, poses for a portrait while dressed as the
Green Lantern character at the 2022 Comic
Con Africa.

Metallica and Mariah Carey on
Saturday led an A-list of musi-
cians, and President Joe Biden

made a surprise video appearance, as
the Global Citizen Festival sought to
mobilize action against poverty and cli-
mate change. Marking its 10th year, the
six-hour festival brought thousands to
New York’s Central Park and featured a
sister show in Ghana’s capital Accra,
where performers included American
R&B great Usher and British grime icon
Stormzy.

Global Citizen awards tickets to fans in
exchange for their commitment to take
action to eradicate extreme poverty-such
as contacting elected representatives to
encourage foreign aid-and coincides with
the annual UN General Assembly in
hopes of raising pressure on world lead-

ers. “We’re inspired and grateful for all
the work you’ve done and want you to
know-your fight is our fight,” First Lady Jill
Biden said in a video appearance next to
her husband.

President Biden-along with top Senate
and House Democrats Chuck Schumer
and Nancy Pelosi, who both appeared in
person-highlighted a new climate pack-
age that is the most far-reaching legisla-
tion ever in the United States to spur
clean energy. But Prime Minister Mia
Amor Mottley of Barbados warned that
action against climate change cannot
come quickly enough for islands such as
hers. “Yes, my friends, our time is running
out,” she said. Thrash metal legends
Metallica got the crowd headbanging with
eight songs including a version of
“Nothing Else Matters” featuring vocalist

Mickey Guyton, who has been outspoken
about her experiences as one of the most
prominent Black women in country music.

Guests sought to raise awareness on
an array of issues including women’s
rights, especially in light of major protests
in Iran following the death of Mahsa
Amini, who was allegedly beaten to death
after her arrest by morality police who
enforce clerical rulers’ dress codes on
women. “I have seen my sisters forced to
flee abuse, oppression and femicide
globally, women like Mahsa Jina Amini,”
said Anuscheh Amir-Khalili, a refugee
advocate in Berlin of Iranian descent.
“We must speak up for oppressed
women. I stand here for them,” she told
the crowd. European Union chief Ursula
von der Leyen, appearing on stage, said,
“We have to take care of our girls and our

women. They deserve it.”
She highlighted recent pledges by

Europe including 600 million euros for
food security in Africa, the Caribbean and
the Pacific amid rising hunger in much of
the world worsened by Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine. Mariah Carey was introduced
by leading ballerina Misty Copeland, who
called the singer with her famed vocal
range an inspiration, and was accompa-
nied by a choreographed dance for her
classic song “Hero.” Other performers
included Maneskin, the new-generation
Italian glam rockers who put on an ener-
getic set, Spanish pop star Rosalia, and
the Jonas Brothers, with Nick Jonas’ wife,
Indian screen star Priyanka Chopra, serv-
ing as master of ceremonies. — AFP 

Iran Oscar-winning
director urges 
‘solidarity’ with 
protesters

Iran’s two-time Oscar winning director
Asghar Farhadi on Sunday urged peo-
ple worldwide to “stand in solidarity” with

protesters following the death of Mahsa
Amini in the custody of the morality police.
A wave of unrest has rocked Iran since
the death of 22-year-old Amini, and
Farhadi praised the “progressive and
courageous women leading protests for
their human rights alongside men”.

“They are looking for simple yet funda-
mental rights that the state has denied
them for years,” Farhadi said, in a video
message on Instagram. “This society,
especially these women, has travelled a
harsh and painful path to this point, and
now they have clearly reached a land-
mark.” At least 41 people have been
killed, including members of the security
forces, according to an official toll,
although human rights groups say the real
figure is far higher.

“I saw them closely these nights: most of
them are very young, 17 years old, 20
years old,” Farhadi added. “I saw outrage
and hope in their faces, and in the way they
marched in the streets. I deeply respect
their struggle for freedom and the right to
choose their own destiny, despite all the
brutality they are subjected to.”—AFPJames Hetfield of Metallica performs during the Global Citizen Festival.— AFP photos Singer Mariah Carey performs during the Global Citizen Festival at Central Park in New York. 

South African cosplayer Gabby Maia, 21, pos-
es for a portrait while dressed as the charac-
ter Poison Ivy.

South African cosplayer Andries Burger, 33,
poses for a portrait while dressed as the title
character from the Super Mario franchise.

South African cosplayer Juliet De la Rey, 17,
poses for a portrait while dressed as the fic-
tional character Toad, from the Super Mario
franchise.

South African cosplayer Deddy Watezwa, 23,
poses for a portrait while dressed as the
supervillain Deadshot.

South African cosplayer Danika Saayman, 23,
poses for a portrait while dressed as a char-
acter from Steampunk, a subgenre of science
fiction.

Asghar Farhadi

A cosplayer representing Midari Ikishima, a supporting character in the japanese Manga series
Kakegurui, and the main protagonist of the spin-off series Kakegurui Midari.


