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Superstar Rihanna will headline the
Super Bowl halftime show in
February, the main event sponsor

Apple Music announced Sunday. The
move marks a long-awaited return to per-
forming for the singer, who had previously
turned down the gig in protest. “IT’S ON.
@rihanna will take the stage for the first
ever Apple Music Super Bowl Halftime
Show on 2.12.23,” Apple Music said in a
tweet featuring a photo of the musician’s
raised hand holding a football.

Rihanna, 34, and the NFL tweeted the
same image. The Barbadian-born Robyn
Rihanna Fenty in recent years has
become a billionaire, parlaying her music
achievements into successful makeup, lin-
gerie and high-fashion brands. She made
history by becoming the first Black woman
to head a fashion house for the French
powerhouse LVMH, which owns legacy
brands including Fendi and Givenchy.

For the past few years, the singer
behind the hits “Diamonds” and “Umbrella”
has put music aside, at least publicly, to

focus on her various businesses. In
January, she and rapper A$AP Rocky, 33,
announced they were expecting a child
with a set of glamorous snow-dusted
images taken in Harlem. They reportedly
welcomed the baby, a boy, in May. No oth-
er details, including the child’s name, have
been made public.

Return to music 
Rihanna’s fierce fan base has been

clamoring for her ninth album, “R9,” which
she has said will be “reggae-infused” and
has hinted since 2019 is nearly finished.
Performing at the Super Bowl is an about-
face for the singer, who in 2019 confirmed
reports to Vogue that she had turned
down the NFL’s offer to play the coveted
halftime show in solidarity with former
player Colin Kaepernick. Kaepernick, who
has not played in the NFL since opting out
of his contract with the San Francisco
49ers in March 2017, began kneeling in
protest of social injustice and racial
inequality during pre-game renditions of

the US national anthem six years ago.
“I couldn’t dare do that. For what? Who

gains from that? Not my people. I just
couldn’t be a sellout. I couldn’t be an
enabler,” she told the magazine in an
interview. Rihanna’s Super Bowl perform-
ance will follow an impeccably choreo-
graphed 2022 halftime show that featured
rap legends including Dr. Dre, Snoop Dog
and Eminem. The 2021 halftime show fea-
tured Canadian artist The Weeknd, while
Jennifer Lopez and Shakira performed the
year before.

The halftime show has since 2019 been
produced by Roc Nation, founded by New
York rapper-turned-businessman Jay-Z.
Apple Music announced in September that
it would be the main sponsor of the event,
ousting Pepsi and reportedly paying $50
million for the privilege. The 2022 Super
Bowl, in which the Los Angeles Rams
defeated the Cincinnati Bengals, drew an
average of 112.3 million viewers on televi-
sion and streaming, according to NBC
Sports. — AFP

In this file photo (from left) US actress Julianne Nicholson, US actor Adrien Brody, Australian New Zealand director Andrew Dominik and Cuban
Spanish actress Ana de Armas pose during a photocall for the film “Blonde” in the 79th Venice International Film Festival at Lido di Venezia in
Venice. 

In this file photo US director and actress Olivia Wilde arrives for the screening of “Don’t Worry
Darling” at Lido di Venezia in Venice, Italy. — AFP 

Destined to be one of the most divi-
sive films of the year, Marilyn
Monroe biopic “Blonde” finally lands

on Netflix on Wednesday after more than
a decade of troubled production. While
there is almost universal praise for the vis-
ceral lead performance by Ana de Armas,
critics cannot agree whether the uncom-
promising, nearly three-hour film is an
artistic tour de force or another cruel layer
of exploitation perpetrated against the
20th century icon. For ID magazine,

“Blonde” is “guttural, instinctive, anguished
filmmaking that bends space, time, and
every cinematic tool at its disposal in serv-
ice of attaining emotional truth”.

Or viewers might take the position of
the New Yorker’s Richard Brody, who
called it “ridiculously vulgar”, seeing the
endless torment that Monroe experiences
on-screen as “a special kind of directorial
sadism”. There are certainly no punches
being pulled by Australian director Andrew

Dominik in his adaptation of the hit semi-
fictional book of the same name by Joyce
Carol Oates.

From the trauma of a mentally unsta-
ble and violent mother, through her rape
at the hands of a studio boss, to a particu-
larly sordid scene with president John F
Kennedy, Monroe’s life is depicted as one
of relentless abuse and anguish. Dominik
spent 11 years trying to get the film made,
and has credited the #MeToo movement
against sexual assault with finally gener-

ating interest in the story-though he
reportedly fought long and hard with
Netflix over long running time and graphic
scenes.

Armas told reporters at the Venice Film
Festival, where the film premiered this
month, that she had to go to “uncomfort-
able, dark and vulnerable” places for the
role. “She was all I thought about, all I
dreamed about, all I could talk about. She
was with me, and it was beautiful,” she

said. The crew filmed in the real locations
where Monroe was born and died, with
Dominik saying the shoot “took on ele-
ments of a seance”.

‘Sense of awe’ 
It is a star-making turn for Armas, who

worked for months with a vocal coach to
overcome her Cuban accent and find a
voice that could express Monroe’s char-
acter as well as her own unique intona-
tions. “On the first day of filming, I went
home with this sense of awe that I had
the privilege of actually working with
Marilyn Monroe,” co-star Adrien Brody,
who plays husband Arthur Miller, said in
Venice. Dominik’s films have often
proved divisive.

Many saw his previous biopic, “The
Assassination of Jesse James by the
Coward Robert Ford” starring Brad Pitt,
who serves as a producer on “Blonde”, as
a poetic masterpiece, but just as many
found it dull and pretentious, and it flopped
at the box office. Dominik is unlikely to be
bothered, however. “Blonde” is “a
demanding movie,” he told Screen Daily.
“If the audience doesn’t like it, that’s the
audience’s problem. It’s not running for
public office.”

NPR were among several outlets saying
the film is “an exercise in exploitation, not
empathy”. But Vogue said a lot of the initial
shock may fade over time. “History will be
kind to ‘Blonde’, a Hollywood biopic in real
anarchy mode... (which) in time, could be
considered a masterpiece.”— AFP

Rare pink 
diamond to go 
under hammer 
in Geneva

The Fortune Pink, an exceptionally
rare giant gemstone, will be auc-
tioned in Geneva in November when

it is expected to go for up to $35 million
(36 million euros), auctioneers said
Monday. At over 18 carats, the vividly col-
ored gem is the largest pear-shaped pink
diamond of its quality ever to be offered
for sale at auction, the Christie’s auction
house said. The diamond, which goes
under the hammer for the first time on
November 8, has been estimated at
between $25 million and $35 million.

The sparkling pink tear-drop-formed
stone, which has been mounted on a ring
flanked by a large white diamond on
either side, weighs exactly 18.18 carats.
Christie’s highlighted that this was consid-
ered a lucky number in Asia, where it sig-
nifies “definite prosperity”, saying it
expected the diamond to “garner interest
from collectors across the globe.”
“Weighing in at an auspicious 18.18
carats... the weight in fact brings luck to
the new owner,” Angela Berden, Christie’s
senior jewelry specialist, told AFP.

“It’s a beautiful stone, it’s extremely
rare to find a pink diamond, vivid pink dia-
mond, of this size,” she said. “The color
saturation of this stone is... so difficult to
find in nature, and then when you find a
crystal... with that weight, with that color,
and a very good clarity, that’s just really
rare.” “I wouldn’t know where to find
another one at this moment.”

While the Fortune Pink is the largest
vivid pink pear-shaped diamond to go to
auction, larger cushion-shaped pink dia-
monds have previously gone under the
hammer. In 2018, Christie’s sold the
18.96-carat Winston Pink Legacy, which
raked in over $50 million-the highest per-
carat price ever paid for a stone of its
kind. The giant Raj Pink diamond, weigh-
ing a full 37.3 carats, meanwhile, failed to
sell at a Sotheby’s auction a year earlier,
where it had been estimated at up to $30
million. — AFP 

Demand for queen’s
favorite corgi dogs
hits new high 
after her death

Prices for corgis, the dogs beloved
by the late Queen Elizabeth II,
have doubled to new highs since

the monarch’s funeral last week, the
UK’s largest pet marketplace said
Monday. Pets4Homes told AFP it was
currently experiencing “over ten times
the volume of daily searches for corgis
when compared to this time last
week”. It added: “The prices asked for
by registered corgi breeders have
today hit a new high, with average
asking prices doubling over the past
three days.”

One of the small herding dogs now
sells for over £2,500 ($2,678) for the
first time, even outstripping prices
reached during the pandemic, when
demand spiked for four-legged com-
panions. The queen’s corgis were the
most loyal of all the monarch’s ser-
vants, providing domestic companion-

ship during nearly a century in the
public glare. The little, mainly sandy-
colored dogs with pointy ears were a
busy presence in the queen’s court,
following her from room to room and
featuring in official photos. They were
even given a starring role in the spoof
James Bond clip filmed with the queen
for the opening ceremony of the 2012
London Olympics. The queen, whose
funeral was last Monday, stopped rais-
ing corgis in her 90s so as not to leave
them orphaned after her death. —AFP

Nevertheless, the queen still kept
two “dorgis”-dachshund and corgi
crosses-to keep her company in her
final years. “The queen was, amongst
many things, a world-famous dog
lover and really did symbolise the love
and affection that our nation holds for
their dogs,” Mark Beazley, Kennel
Club chief executive, told AFP.—AFP

A picture shows the Fortune Pink, an excep-
tionally rare giant gemstone, that is expected
to bring in up to $35 million when it will
comes up for sale in Geneva.

In this file photo Barbadian singer Rihanna arrives for the 2021 Met Gala at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York. 

‘Don’t worry’ tops 
box office  amid
reported cast conflict

It turns out that, all the noise aside,
Olivia Wilde didn’t need to worry. The
actor/director’s new film “Don’t Worry

Darling” topped the North American box
office this weekend, taking in an estimat-
ed $19.2 million, industry watcher
Exhibitor Relations reported Sunday. It
was unclear whether middling reviews
and reports of off-screen cast dissen-
sion-including between the director and
actress Florence Pugh-had helped or
hindered ticket sales.

Regardless, the Warner Bros. film had
“a very good opening, above average for
an original romantic mystery,” according
to analyst David A. Gross of Franchise
Entertainment Research. Last weekend’s
top film, Sony’s “The Woman King,” sold
$11.1 million in tickets but saw a 42 per-
cent drop-off from its opening to place
second. Oscar winner Viola Davis stars
in the history-based tale of an all-female

army of African warriors.
In third was the re-release of super-hit

“Avatar” from director James Cameron.
The 20th Century film took in an estimat-
ed $10 million-most of it on big Imax
screens-for the Friday-through-Sunday
period. Gross said that was only a “fair”
opening, but he noted that the film was a
slow starter in 2009 before going on to
set an all-time record of $2.8 billion in
global ticket sales.

The studio hopes the re-release will
build a head of interest big enough to off-
set the huge $250 million budget of high-
ly anticipated sequel “Avatar: The Way of
Water,” due in December. Fourth place
went to another 20th Century film,
“Barbarian,” at $4.8 million. The horror
film stars Georgina Campbell and Bill
Skarsgard. And in fifth was A24’s blood-
soaked slasher film “Pearl,” at $1.9 mil-
lion. Mia Goth stars. Rounding out the
top 10 were:

“See How They Run” ($1.9 million)
“Bullet Train” ($1.8 million)
“DC League of Super-Pets” ($1.8 mil-

lion)
“Top Gun: Maverick” ($1.6 million)
“Minions: The Rise of Gru” ($1 million)

— AFP 

Two corgi dogs named Percy (left) and Obi
(right) sit on a couch during the Corgicam
event taking place at Leadenhall Market,
central London, on June 1, 2022 prior to
the Platinum jubilee celebrations of
Britain’s Queen.  — AFP 

A picture shows the Fortune Pink, an excep-
tionally rare giant gemstone, that is expected
to bring in up to $35 million when it will
comes up for sale in Geneva. — AFP photos

In this file photo Cuban Spanish actress Ana de Armas and US actor and producer Brad Pitt
arrive for the screening of the film “Blonde” during the 79th Venice International Film Festival
at Lido di Venezia in Venice. — AFP photos


