
Nepalese cricketer 
Lamichhane vows 
to fight rape claim
KATHMANDU: Nepali cricket star Sandeep
Lamichhane defended failing to return home to
face rape allegations almost three weeks after an
arrest warrant, saying he intends to do so “as soon
as possible”. A Nepali court issued the warrant on
September 8 following an allegation by a 17-year-
old girl, but Lamichhane is thought to have
remained in the Caribbean, where he was playing
in a tournament.

With police believed to be preparing to file an
arrest warrant with Interpol, Lamichhane on
Sunday issued a statement on social media reiter-
ating that the claims against him were baseless.
“News of the arrest warrant issued against me...
made me mentally disturbed. I could not think
what to do and what not to do,” he wrote.

“My health condition is gradually improving and
I am planning to return to Nepal as soon as possi-
ble to vehemently fight back (against the allega-
tions).” Lamichhane, 22, had been a poster boy for
the rise of cricket in mountainous Nepal, which
gained one-day international status in 2018. The
leg spinner’s big break came when he was snapped
up by the Delhi Capitals for the money-spinning
Indian Premier League in 2018, and he has since
been Nepal’s most-sought-after cricketer.

After the arrest warrant he was suspended as
captain of the national team and the player pulled
out of the Caribbean Premier League, where he
was playing for Jamaica Tallawahs. The social
media post did not reveal his whereabouts but he
is believed to still be in the Caribbean. The
teenage girl, along with her guardian, filed a com-
plaint against the player earlier this month, alleg-
ing that he raped her in a Kathmandu hotel room
in August.

Police official Bharat Bohora on Monday declined
to comment on Lamichhane’s latest comments, say-
ing that investigators have had no contact with the
cricketer. “The police are investigating the rape
complaint filed against Sandeep Lamichhane. The
investigation is on a preliminary stage,” Bohora told
AFP. The accusations against the cricketer come
after popular Nepali actor Paul Shah was sentenced
to two and a half years in prison this month for sex-
ual misconduct with a minor.

About 2,300 rape cases were reported in
Nepal in the last fiscal year, according to police,
but rights workers say many more assaults go
unreported. Only a handful of women in Nepal
spoke out during the #MeToo movement, and the
accused have faced little or no repercussions over
the allegations. In May, hundreds protested in
Kathmandu for tougher laws and enforcement in
cases of sexual violence after an aspiring model
posted a series of TikTok videos detailing abuse
when she was a teenager.— AFP 
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HYDERABAD: India won the third and deciding
Twenty20 against Australia in the last over after
punchy fifties by Virat Kohli and Suryakumar Yadav
in Hyderabad on Sunday. The hosts won by six wick-
ets with one ball remaining after Hardik Pandya,
unbeaten on 25, hit the winning boundary. Kohli and
Yadav stabilised the innings after India lost both
openers-Rohit Sharma (17) and KL Rahul (1) - early
in their chase after Australia scored 186-7. Kohli fell
in the last over after a 48-ball 63 with India still five
short of victory.

Earlier, Yadav blasted 50 in 29 balls before he fell
to Josh Hazlewood for a 36-ball 69. Yadav hit five six-
es and five fours in his player-of-the-match winning
innings. “I have always wanted to express myself.
That’s how I practice in the nets. Just loving (batting)
at number four,” Yadav said after the match. India’s
Rohit Sharma won the toss and asked the visitors to
bat first. Impressive fifties by Tim David and Cameron
Green took Australia to a formidable score.

Rookie opener Green hit a 21-ball 52, with seven
fours and three sixes, to put the hosts on the defen-
sive. But Green received little support from other
top-order batters as left-arm spinner Axar Patel, who
has been India’s best bowler in the three-match
series, chipped away at the other end. Patel finished
with 3-33 and took the key wickets of skipper Aaron
Finch (7), Josh Inglis (24) and in-form Matthew Wade
(1). The left-armer, India’s most impressive bowler in
all three matches, was also the player-of-the-series

‘Super young player’
The hosts looked set to restrict Australia to a

below-par score before the newest T20 sensation
Tim David dismantled the Indian pacers in an impres-
sive display of power hitting. David hit a 27-ball 54
with four sixes and two boundaries before he was

dismissed by Harshal Patel, who finished with 1-18
after two overs.

Green was also Australia’s most impressive bowler
with three wicketless overs for only 14 runs. Leg-spin-
ner Adam Zampa, who impressed with his leg-spin in
the last match, leaked 44 runs in his four wicketless
overs. Daniel Sams took two wickets for 33 runs while
seniors Pat Cummins and Josh Hazlewood took one
wicket each and gave away 80 runs in their eight overs.

Finch praised Green after the match and said he “is

a super young player and has shown his class.” “It
was a really good series. To be able to play three
games against a world-class side has been great for
this side,” Australia captain Finch added. The series
comes ahead of the T20 World Cup in Australia next
month. Indian skipper said the “biggest positive was
different individuals stepping up with the ball and the
bat” throughout the series. “When you are sitting
back and watching all of that happening, you feel nice
as a management,” Sharma said.— AFP 

India win third and deciding 
Twenty20 against Australia

Sandeep Lamichhane

Kohli, Yadav propel India to series clinching victory

India’s Virat Kohli 

KARACHI: England’s Will Jacks (left) plays a shot as Pakistan’s bowler Haris Rauf falls on the pitch during the third
Twenty20 international cricket match between Pakistan and England.— AFP 

Rizwan, Rauf help 
Pakistan edge out 
England in 4th T20I
KARACHI: Pakistan halted England with three wick-
ets in six balls to take a sensational three-run win in
the last over of the fourth Twenty20 international in
Karachi on Sunday. Haris Rauf grabbed three wickets
as the hosts tied the seven-match series. Earlier in-
form opener Mohammad Rizwan struck a brilliant 88
as Pakistan made 166-4. With England needing five
for victory from 10 balls, Rauf dismissed Liam
Dawson (34) and Olly Stone off successive deliveries
in the 19th over.

Last man Reece Topley was then run out as
Pakistan rescued victory from almost certain defeat at
a packed National stadium in Karachi. Dawson had
silenced a 32,000 holiday crowd by cracking four
fours and a six off pacer Mohammad Hasnain’s 18th
over. When Topley was run out off the second ball of
the last over it sent Pakistan players and home fans
into raptures.

The win made the occasion of Pakistan’s 200th
T20I more memorable. They are the first team to reach
the milestone. England were rocked by Hasnain (2-40)
and Nawaz (3-35) and were staring at defeat at 130-7

before Dawson added 32 with Adil Rashid (three not
out) to bring England back in the game. But Rauf’s two
wickets, he finished 3-32, sealed the match for
Pakistan.

The remaining matches are in Lahore (September
28, 30 and October 2). England, who are on their first
tour of Pakistan for 17 years, won the first and third
games while the home team won the second and
fourth-all in Karachi. Rauf said he was happy to turn
the tables on England. “I had the plan to bowl to
Dawson because he was the key wicket for us,” said
Rauf. “The crowd was backing me and that pumped
me up, it’s a great win.”

England skipper Moeen Ali showed disappoint-
ment. “It was an amazing game of cricket,” said Ali.
“We felt like we should have chased that down, disap-
pointed that we didn’t. Pressure happens, and they
bowled really well.” Rizwan was once again the anchor
for Pakistan. He put on 97 for the opening wicket with
his captain Babar Azam (36) but England pulled back
the scoring rate once the Pakistan skipper holed out to
spinner Liam Dawson in the 12th over.

Azam hit three fours off 28 balls. Rizwan then added
52 for the second with Shan Masood (21) but David
Willey dismissed Masood. Topley then had Khushdil
Shah for two. Rizwan was finally caught off in the 19th
over off Topley who finished with 2-37. Asif Ali
smashed two sixes in the final over of the innings, runs
that proved crucial. England started badly as Nawaz
dismissed opener Phil Salt off the fourth ball of the
innings for eight. —AFP

News in brief

Bangladesh win opener

PARIS: Shoriful Islam ended the United Arab
Emirates victory chase with wickets from consec-
utive balls in the last over to give Bangladesh a
seven-run victory in the series opener in Dubai on
Sunday. Trying to overhaul Bangladesh’s 158-5,
the hosts started the last over needing 11 runs with
two wickets in hand. Shoriful, a 21-year-old left-
arm pace bowler, gave up three runs from the first
two balls before striking. He dismissed Aayan Afzal
Khan, caught by Mosaddek Hossain, for 25. The
batsmen crossed, but off the next ball Shoriful had
Junaid Siddique caught by Mohammad Saifuddin
for 11. Chirag Suri, with 39, and Viritya Arvind (19)
had put the UAE in a position to challenge with a
50-run 22-ball second-wicket stand. But Shoriful,
with 3-21, Mehidy Hasan Miraz (3-17) and
Mustafizur Rahman (2-31) stopped the hosts
building winning momentum.

Migliozzi wins Open golf 

PARIS: Guido Migliozzi hit a stunning birdie on
the final hole as he stormed to a one-shot victory
in the French Open at Le Golf National on Sunday.
The Italian started the day five shots off the lead
but made nine birdies in a round of 62 to edge
Denmark’s Rasmus Hojgaard who led for three
rounds. Migliozzi sealed his 16-under-par win on
the last hole, clearing the lake on front of the
green, almost going in before finishing six feet
past the hole. The 25-year-old stroked the putt in
for a 62 and a share of the course record to claim
his third DP World Tour win and first in three
years. Hojgaard, who had seen a six-shot second-
round lead reduced to just one heading into
Sunday, had only two birdies after his eagle at the
third. “An explosion of feeling. It has been an
incredible day,” said Migliozzi, who made the cut
13 shots off the lead before his round of 66 on
Saturday rekindled his hopes.

Sonego romps to title

METZ: Lorenzo Sonego beat Alexander Bublik
7-6 (7/3), 6-2 to win the Moselle ATP Open in
Metz on Sunday. Before beating the Kazahk,
Sonego toppled the defending champion and
world number 10 Hubert Hurkacz 7-6 (7/5), 6-4 in
the semi-final. Sonego had a tough 2022 with 18
wins and 24 defeats. “I got better every day and I
played my best tennis. Winning has been very
emotional because I had difficulties this year,” he
said. This was a third career trophy for the Italian
and he did not drop a single set along the way. It
was also Sonego’s first triumph on hard courts
after wins on grass and clay and came in his fifth
tour-level final. The 19th edition of the Moselle
Open saw a return to form of 37-year-old Swiss
Stan Wawrinka, who beat Daniil Medvedev in the
second round and made it to the semi-final before
retiring with injury.

Mosimane joins Saudi club

JOHANNESBURG: South African Pitso
Mosimane, the most successful African coach in
Confederation of African Football (CAF) club com-
petitions, has joined Saudi Arabian second division
side Al Ahli Saudi. A close associate of Mosimane
on Sunday confirmed to AFP the deal with the
team based in Jeddah, but did not reveal the length
of the contract or financial details. Mosimane left
Egyptian club Al Ahly in June, citing the mental
pressure of handling the most decorated club in
CAF competitions with 23 titles. Under Mosimane,
the Cairo Red Devils won the Champions League
in 2020 and 2021 and were runners-up to Wydad
Casablanca this year. The 58-year-old South
African also guided Ahly to two victories in the
Super Cup, an annual match between the winners
of the Champions League and the second-tier
Confederation Cup.— From AFP  

Rohit backs Kumar 
as India look to fix 
T20 bowling
NEW DELHI: Improving India’s bowling remains the
team’s focus ahead of the Twenty20 World Cup next
month, skipper Rohit Sharma has said, adding that he
backs seamer Bhuvneshwar Kumar to come out of a
recent slump. India went past Aaron Finch’s Australia
by six wickets to clinch the three-match T20 series 2-1,
and now host South Africa for a white-ball series
starting Wednesday. 

The team’s batsmen, including Virat Kohli and
Suryakumar Yadav, have been in good form and shared
a 104-run partnership to secure victory on Sunday,
but the final-overs bowling has been a cause of worry.
Kumar, once a champion of choking runs in the final
overs of a T20 match, has been expensive lately. He
leaked 21 runs in the 18th over in the series-decider,

with Tim David hitting him for two sixes and a four.
“We know that he has had more good days than the
bad days in the last so many years,” Rohit said of the
veteran fast bowler in a post-match press conference.

“Yes, of late it has not been the kind of performance
that he wants but that can happen to any of the
bowlers. You can see the opposition as well, it’s not
easy to bowl in the death.” The 32-year-old Kumar,
who remains a key member of the team’s plans for
T20’s showpiece event in Australia, had just two wick-

ets from two matches and an expensive economy rate
of 13.00. Rohit said the team will devise a better strat-
egy in the three T20 internationals against the Proteas
to help Kumar return to his miserly ways in the final
overs.

“We’ve been working on some execution plans and
hopefully we can give him more options to bowl in the
death and he’ll be as good as he was before. And he is
not short on confidence,” said the Indian captain. “We
want him to come back as quickly as possible because
he has bowled those difficult overs in the past. As a
team we believe in his ability. Time for us to show that
faith in him and keep backing his skill set.”

Pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah and fellow quick
Harshal Patel returned to the team from injuries and
Rohit said he expected the bowling unit to hit form
with more game time. “Bowling is something that we
have a lot more focus on than the batting at the
moment,” said Rohit. “Those three (Bumrah, Harshal
and Axar Patel) who haven’t played much cricket in the
past are playing now, so you got to give some time to
them and get them back (in rhythm) as quickly as pos-
sible,” said Rohit. “It’s just about getting their confi-
dence and with the kind of individuals they are, I don’t
think it will be too long.”— AFP Rohit Sharma 


