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SYDNEY: A rampant United States set a new all-
time women’s basketball World Cup scoring record 
Monday with a 145-69 demolition of South Korea, 
while Belgium booked their place in the quarter-
finals. Eight of the Americans’ 12-strong roster hit 
doubles figures, led by Brionna Jones with 24 
points, eight rebounds and one assist in Sydney. 

A’ ja  Wilson dr i l led 20 points  and Breanna 
Stewart 18 as the three-time defending champions 
ran riot, with Shakira Austin netting a field goal with 
just seconds left to ensure the record. It was previ-
ously held by Brazil, who crushed Malaysia 143-50 
in a group game at the 1990 tournament. “I thought 
we got off to a bit of a slower start than we wanted, 
but we had a group that came in that really changed 
things for us,” said USA coach Cheryl Reeve, whose 
team are gunning for an 11th title overall. 

“We got more pressure and I think our size, the 
number of points we got in the paint was 90 or 
something. So our size was a problem for them and 
I thought we shared the ball well.” The United 
States, who had already qualified for the quarter-
finals, were on another level both offensively and 
defensively, passing 30 or more points in all four 
frames against a Korean team that has struggled 
without marquee star Park Ji-su. Defeat left the 
Asian s ide facing a crunch Group A game on 
Tuesday against Puerto Rico with a quarter-final 
slot at stake. 

“I try to focus on how we played rather than the 

result of the game. I wanted our players to show 
their best ability and confidence on the court,” said 
Korean coach Jung Sun-min. “Individually I think 
we played very hard and very well today.” Point 
guard Hind Ben Abdelkader poured in 18 points for 
Belgium as they ended Bosnia and Herzegovina’s 
tournament dreams. Aiming to better their fourth 
place in 2018, they swept home 85-55 to join the 
United States in the last eight from Group A. 

Kyara Linskens and Julie Vanloo both chipped in 
with 13 points for their third straight win of the 10-
day competit ion after an opening day loss to 
Reeve’s United States. Defeat ended any hope the 
Bosnians had in a hugely disappointing debut tour-
nament, where they leaked 364 points over four 
consecutive defeats with Belgium successfully 
blunting the threat posed by dangerwoman Jonquel 
Jones. “We played a very good defense on Jones 
and as a team we were very focused,” said Belgium 
coach Valery Demory. 

The top four teams from each of the two groups 
progress to the quarter-finals with China also qual-
ifying from Pool A if they beat Puerto Rico later. 
Serbia kept their hopes alive in a tough Group B, 
beating Mali 81-68. Canada are already through 
and face hosts Australia later, who can also qualify 
if they win. France will join them if they overcome 
Japan, whose ball movement and relentless defense 
that defined their run to the Tokyo Olympics final 
last year have so far been largely absent. —AFP
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Kuwait team set  
for AFC Asian  
Futsal Cup  

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s football players are well prepared to 
partake in the AFC Asian Futsal Cup to kick off here 
Tuesday, team’s coach Hussein Habib said Sunday. 
Kuwait will meet Oman in the opener as part of Group A, 
he told KUNA on the sidelines of the team’s training held 
on Shaikh Saad Alabdullah Sport Hall Complex. Being 
hosted by Kuwait and in front of audience, the Kuwaiti 
players are eyeing for the tournament’s title, he stressed.  

He noted that the players would compete in a high 
morale, as they are champions of the Gulf games and 
the Wets Asia tournament held earlier this year in 
Kuwait. Kuwait’s team started early their preparation 
for the championship, which has 16 best teams in the 
continent. The Kuwaitis played friendly matches with 
Hungary, Uzbekistan and Spain.  

The championship, will continue until October 8, has 
four groups; Group A includes Kuwait, Oman, Thailand 
and Iraq while, Group B features Uzbekistan, Bahrain, 
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. Group C comprises Iran, 
Lebanon, Chinese Taipei and Indonesia, and Group D 
has Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, Japan and South Korea. 

Breanna Stewart 

Packers squeeze  
past Buccaneers  

 
LOS ANGELES: Aaron Rodgers scored only 
his second career victory over Tom Brady as 
the Green Bay Packers squeezed past the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 14-12 on Sunday. The 
fifth-and possibly final-meeting of the two 
NFL superstar quarterbacks failed to deliver a 
high-scoring shoot-out at Tampa’s Raymond 
James Stadium and instead unfolded as a gritty 
defensive battle. Brady had looked poised to 
engineer one of his trademark late rallies after 
leading the Bucs on a 13-play 89-yard drive 
that resulted in a touchdown for Russell Gage 
with just seconds remaining. That score left the 
Bucs within a two-point conversion of forcing 
overtime. 

But a costly delay-of-game penalty took 
Tampa Bay further away from the goalline and 
Brady’s floated pass to Gage was batted away 
as Green Bay effectively iced the game. 
Rodgers threw for 255 yards with two touch-
downs and one interception while Brady fin-
ished with 271 yards and one touchdown. “It’s 
been a lot of fun competing against Tom over 
the years, and it’s always fun to come out on 
top because it hasn’t happened many times,” 
Rodgers said afterwards. 

Brady meanwhile bemoaned Tampa Bay’s 
misfiring offense. “Defense played great, but 
we gotta play better on offense,” he said. “We 
haven’t scored many points all season. We got-
ta get a lot better.” There was a similarly nervy 
finale in Miami, as the Miami Dolphins’ defense 
shut down Josh Allen and the Buffalo Bills to 
grind out a 21-19 victory in a hard-fought NFL 
divisional battle. 

Bills quarterback Allen finished with 400 
passing yards and two touchdowns but was 
found wanting on Buffalo’s final two drives as 
they chased a game-winning touchdown. 
Miami had taken a 21-17 lead after Chase 
Edmonds crashed over from close range near 
the end of the fourth quarter. Allen took 
Buffalo upfield on the next possession, but 
missed a wide open Isaiah McKenzie in the 
end zone on fourth down as a gilt-edged 
chance went begging. 

 
‘Butt punt’ goes viral  

Buffalo’s defense forced Miami to concede 
a safety after a bizarre play where punter 
Thomas Morstead kicked the ball directly into 
the backside of team-mate Trent Sherfield. 
The incident-hastily dubbed the “Butt Punt” 
on social media-left Buffalo needing only a 
field goal to snatch victory. However their 
attempts to get the ball into field goal range 
fell short when McKenzie gathered an Allen 
pass but was unable to reach out of bounds to 
stop the clock. —AFP 

Yankees win Red  
Sox series finale 

 
NEW YORK: New York slugger Aaron Judge 
remained stuck at 60 home runs for the season on 
Sunday as the Yankees capped their homestand 
with a rain-shortened 2-0 victory over the Boston 
Red Sox. Judge, chasing Roger Maris’s American 
League record of 61 home runs in a season, was 
one-for-two with a double and a walk. 

The Yankee Stadium sellout crowd of 46,707, 

hanging on every Judge at-bat in hopes of see-
ing him tie and perhaps surpass Maris’s iconic 
mark, set in 1961, finally went home disappoint-
ed. It was already raining steadily when officials 
decided to halt the game and cover the infield at 
9:15, with the Yankees leading 2-0 through six 
innings. 

With Judge due to lead off the bottom of the 
seventh inning for the Yankees, plenty of people 
stayed on hoping the game would resume. But with 
thunderstorms lingering and the Yankees due to 
play in Toronto on Monday, officials eventually 
called the game, which goes in the books as official 
having gone beyond five innings. The Yankees need 

just one win to clinch the American League East 
division title. 

However, Judge has now gone five games with-
out a homer, since hitting his 60th of the season on 
Tuesday in a 9-8 victory over the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. In anticipation of No 61, Maris’s children 
have been attending games at Yankee Stadium 
hoping to be on hand for the event. Maris’s mark 
was the Major League Baseball record when he set 
it, breaking the mark of 60 Babe Ruth established 
in 1927. Barry Bonds now holds the MLB single-
season home run record of 73, set in 2001, but 
Maris’s is still the leading number in the American 
League. —AFP 


