
LONDON: Croatia and the Netherlands booked
their places in the last four of the Nations League
as holders France needed a favor to avoid relega-
tion from the top tier on Sunday. Les Bleus lost 2-0
in Denmark to finish with just one win from their six
group games, but Croatia’s 3-1 win at Austria saved
the world champions from the drop. Didier
Deschamps will be hoping to have a number of key
men back from injury by the time France’s defense
of the World Cup begins against Australia on
November 22.

“It was a young French team, which for the most
part does not yet have experience of the highest
level,” said Deschamps. “Tonight is a dose of reality
and what will be waiting for us in two months.”
France will also come up against the Danes in the
group stage in Qatar and the Euro 2020 semi-final-
ists showed they are more than capable of causing
more trouble in two months’ time.

Both goals came before half-time as Kasper
Dolberg stretched to turn home Mikkel
Damsgaard’s cross before Andreas Skov Olsen
volleyed in from the edge of the area. France were
without Hugo Lloris, Jules Kounde, N’Golo Kante,
Paul Pogba, Ousmane Dembele and Karim
Benzema through injury. But the star trio of
Antoine Griezmann, Olivier Giroud and Kylian
Mbappe failed to find a way back into the game
for France.

Denmark’s win meant Croatia needed to get all
three points in Austria to top the group. Luka
Modric got the 2018 World Cup finalists off to a fly-
ing start, but they were quickly pegged back by
Christoph Baumgartner’s header. Two goals in three
second-half minutes proved decisive as Marko
Livaja and Dejan Lovren headed in at the far post.
“Austria made our lives very hard, but in the end,
the win was deserved,” said Modric. “I am very
happy that we are in the top four.” Defeat relegated
Austria to League B.

The Netherlands made sure of top spot in Group
A4 with a 1-0 win over Belgium thanks to Virgil van
Dijk’s header 17 minutes from time. The Dutch just
needed to avoid defeat by a three-goal margin after
winning 4-1 in Brussels earlier in the group. A
Belgian revival never looked likely. Van Dijk settled
the game when he was left completely unmarked to
head in a corner inside the six-yard box.

In the same group, Wales were relegated after
losing 1-0 at home to Poland. Karol Swiderski
scored the only goal in Cardiff from Robert
Lewandowski’s cushioned through ball. Turkey were
already guaranteed promotion from League C, but
were still embarrassed by a 2-1 defeat to the Faroe
Islands. The Faroes led 2-0 through Viljormur
Davidsen and Joan Edmundsson before Serdar
Gurler’s late consolation for the side ranked 83
places higher in FIFA’s world rankings.

Price worth paying 
Wales manager Rob Page said relegation from

the top tier of the Nations League on Sunday is
softened by the prospect of looking forward to his
country’s first World Cup since 1958 in two months’
time. A 1-0 defeat to Poland in Cardiff condemned
Page’s men to finishing bottom of a group also con-
taining Belgium and the Netherlands.

Wales’ four Nations League games in June were
split either side of a vital World Cup qualifying
playoff against Ukraine, which forced Page to rest a
number of key players for their 2-1 defeat in Poland
to start the group. Despite the disappointment of
dropping down a division, the Wales boss was hap-
py to pay that price for having made it to Qatar.

“If you had said to me at the start of June that we
would qualify for the World Cup and have it go
down to one game to win to stay in League A, I
would have taken that,” said Page. “The playoff final
against Ukraine did have an impact on our games
either side of it.” Page’s most pressing concern is
recovering some of his best players in time for their
opening game of the World Cup against the United
States on November 21. Aaron Ramsey, Ben Davies
and Joe Allen missed both the defeats, to Poland
and to Belgium, on Thursday, due to injury.

“For us to compete at the top, top level we’re going
to need every player fit and available and playing
well,” added Page. “That’s nothing against the rest of

the squad-they’re brilliant, to a man-but we need our
best players on the pitch.” Gareth Bale was recalled to
the starting line-up and lasted the full 96 minutes in a
boost for Wales as his fitness is managed in the lead
up to Qatar. But for once, Bale could not provide the
spark for the hosts as they fell to just a second defeat
in 22 games at the Cardiff City Stadium.

Lewandowski magic 
Wales started the night three points behind the

Poles, knowing victory would be enough to avoid
relegation. Page’s men had the better chances
before the break as Dan James fired too close to
Wojciech Szczesny when one-on-one before
Brennan Johnson’s goalbound effort was deflected
behind by his own teammate James. “There are a lot
of positives to take out of the performance. It’s just
that final pass and final shot-that’s where we need
to improve and get better,” added Page.

“We have to be ruthless with it as, against top
teams, chances are few and far between. We’ve cre-
ated a lot of chances tonight against a very good
team but we haven’t been ruthless enough.” At the
other end, Wales had done well to deny Robert
Lewandowski any clear sights of goal but one
moment of magic from the Barcelona striker swung
the game. Lewandowski cushioned a bouncing ball
into the path of Karol Swiderski who slotted under
the onrushing Wayne Hennessey.  — AFP 
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CARDIFF: Wales’ defender Connor Roberts (left) vies with Poland’s defender Jakub Kiwior (center) during the UEFA Nations League, league A group 4 football match between Wales and Poland at Cardiff City stadium in
Cardiff, south Wales on September 25, 2022. — AFP 

Croatia, Netherlands cruise into 
semis; France survive relegation

Wales’ Nations League relegation a price worth paying for WCup

Kuwait
Powerlifters shine
KUWAIT: A group of Kuwaiti Powerlifters won
a number of medals in the Power Meet 12
Powerlifting competition in Dubai. The competi-
tion was organized by Desert Barbell
(@desert.barbell). The champions are Nada Al-
Qallaf, who won a gold in the below 47kg cate-
gory and silver in the overall women’s competi-
tion. Ali Naqi grabbed gold medal in the below
59kg category. Hussain Al-Mosawi also won
gold while Fahad Al-Ali secured bronze in the
below 74kg category. Ayoub Al-Ayoub won
bronze in the below 93kg category.

Nada Al-Qallaf - Gold and Silver medals Ali Naqi - Gold medal Hussain Al-Mosawi - Gold medal

Ayoub Al-Ayoub - Bronze medalFahad Al-Ali - Bronze medal

Kuwait’s athletes 
eye legislations to 
develop sports
KUWAIT: A number of Kuwaiti athletes said that they
were looking forward for the 2022 National Assembly
elections, due next Thursday, expressing hopes that
chosen lawmakers would focus on legislations in favor
of the development sports and facilities. Chairman of
the Kuwait Winter Games Club, Fuhaid Al-Ajmi said
that lawmakers should work on legislations allowing
athletes to professionally pursue sports both locally
and internationally. 

That should also be coupled with constructing the
state-of-art sports facilities dedicated to training and
proliferating sports in society, he added, affirming that
both steps would encourage people to seek sports
and exercise as a way of life. On his part, secretary at
the Kuwait Disabled Sport Club Saad Al-Shimmari
indicated that the biggest obstacle facing athletes
with special needs was lack of adequate sports facili-
ties and provisions. 

He affirmed that the financial support given to the
athletes was up acceptable, but that was basically
affected by the lack of facilities and equipment for para-
athletes. Meanwhile, former international footballer
Abdulredha Abbas said that administrative changes to
sports was a much needed measure in Kuwait, noting
that legislators could contribute to the betterment of
sport via coming up with laws in favor of sports profes-
sionalism and the youth. Establishing a dedicated com-
mittee for youth and sports at the National Assembly is
going without saying, Abbas said, indicating that such
committee would surely push for the cause of Kuwaiti
athletes at a parliamentary level. — KUNA


