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News in brief

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The constitutional court rejected on 
Tuesday a petition challenging the legality of two 
emergency Amiri decrees related to the snap polls, 
and also rejected a demand to suspend the Sept 29 
general elections. The rejection means that Kuwaiti 
voters will head to polls on Thursday as scheduled 
to elect a new 50-seat National Assembly, hoping 
to end decades of political disputes. 

It also means that the constitutional court, the 
country’s top court whose rulings are final, will not 
look into the petitions that claimed that the two 
Amiri decrees violated the constitution. The first 
decree stipulates that Kuwaiti voters will prove 
their residential address and therefore their elec-
toral constituency with their civil IDs and not the 
citizenship document, as used to be the case in all 
16 previous elections. 

The measure came after a report showed that 

some candidates transferred hundreds of voters 
from one constituency to another to boost their 
chances of winning. The second decree added 
all new residential areas to the five existing 
constituencies to allow residents to participate 
in the polls. 

Kuwait enters into election si lence on 
Wednesday, and authorities have called on the 
media not to publish interviews or any campaign 
materials of all candidates on Wednesday and 

Thursday. Replaying interviews and other election 
material is also prohibited. 

The court of cassation on Tuesday upheld the 
disqualification of four candidates for being 
convicted of political offenses. Around 15 candi-
dates have been barred from contesting the polls 
for being convicted over criminal and political 
cases. This leaves 305 candidates in the fray for 
the 50 seats. Most political groupings have 
fielded candidates.

Constitutional court rejects 
petition to suspend polls

Cassation court upholds disqualification of four candidates • Election silence takes effect

Rajaan’s properties sold for KD 34m 
 
KUWAIT: Justice Minister Jamal Al-Jalawi 
said the ministry has completed the sale of 42 
properties belonging to former director of the 
Public Institution for Social Security Fahad Al-
Rajaan and his wife Muna Al-Wazzan, 37 of 
them being empty lots. The estimated value of 
these sales is around KD 33.9 million, to be 
returned to the social security fund. Around KD 
1.14 million was earlier recovered by selling his 
stocks and assets, which have been frozen since 
2015. Rajaan, who died earlier this month, had 
fled to the UK with his family after facing accu-
sations including embezzlement of public funds, 
betrayal of public trust and money laundering 
relating to when he was the head of PIFSS. 

China gifts pandas to Qatar 
 
DOHA: China announced Monday that it will 
give Qatar two giant pandas to mark the World 
Cup being held in the Gulf state. China’s 
ambassador to Doha, Zhou Jian, said that 
“Suhail” and “Soraya” would arrive in Qatar in 
October, ahead of the 32-nation tournament 
that starts Nov 20. “This is a gift presented by 
the 1.4 billion Chinese people for the Qatar 
World Cup, and will surely become a new sym-
bol of China-Qatar friendship,” the envoy said 
at a reception. — AFP

Student killed over spelling mistake 
 
LUCKNOW: Indian police are searching for a 
teacher accused of beating a low-caste student 
to death over a spelling mistake, officers said 
Tuesday, after suppressing violent protests 
triggered by the incident. Nikhil Dohre was 
struck with a rod and kicked until he fell uncon-
scious by his high school teacher earlier this 
month after misspelling the word “social” in an 
exam, according to a police complaint by his 
father. The 15-year-old died from his injuries on 
Monday at a hospital in Uttar Pradesh state, 
and the accused has fled the area. — AFP

TOKYO: A portrait of Japan’s former prime minister Shinzo Abe hangs above the stage during his state 
funeral in the Nippon Budokan on Sept 27, 2022. — AFP 

TOKYO: Japanese and foreign dignitaries paid 
tribute to assassinated former prime minister Shinzo 
Abe at a state funeral on Tuesday that drew both 
mourners and protesters to central Tokyo. Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida described the former leader 
as a “person of courage” in a eulogy, listing his 
achievements, including efforts to strengthen 
Japan’s diplomatic ties. “I feel heart-breaking grief,” 
Kishida said as he faced a photograph of Abe that 
was hung above a grand floral structure used to dis-
play his ashes, medals and the Japanese flag. 

The decorative box of ashes had been carried by 
his widow Akie into Tokyo’s storied Budokan venue, 
where a 19-gun salute sounded in honor of the slain 
politician. Abe was Japan’s longest-serving prime 
minister and one of the country’s most recognizable 
political figures, known for cultivating international 
alliances and his “Abenomics” economic  
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LAUREL, Maryland: Bullseye: A 
NASA spaceship on Monday struck 
an asteroid seven million miles away 
in order to deflect its orbit, succeed-
ing in a historic test of humanity’s 
ability to prevent a celestial object 
from devastating life on Earth. The 
Double Asteroid Redirection Test 
(DART) impactor hit its target, the 
space rock Dimorphos, at 7:14 pm 

Eastern Time (2314 GMT), 10 months 
after blasting off from California on its 
pioneering mission. 

“We’re embarking on a new era, an 
era in which we potentially have the 
capability to protect ourselves from 
something like a dangerous hazardous 
asteroid impact,” said Lori Glaze, 
director of NASA’s planetary science 
division. Dimorphos - a 160-m aster-
oid roughly comparable in size to an 
Egyptian pyramid - orbits a half-mile 
long big brother called Didymos. 
Never seen before, the “moonlet”  
appeared as a speck of light around 
an hour before the collision. Its egg-
like shape and craggy, boulder-dotted 
surface finally came into clear view in  
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LAUREL, Maryland: This screengrab made from NASA live feed on Sept 26, 
2022 shows Dimorphos just before the DART impactor made impact with 
the asteroid, as watched by the NASA team at DART headquarters. —AFP 

DUBAI: A man collects items from a vending machine that gives out free 
bread on Sept 22, 2022. — AFP 

DUBAI: With the cost of living surg-
ing, free hot bread distribution for the 
poor has been introduced in Dubai, a 
rich Gulf emirate where millionaires 
rub shoulders with hard-working 
migrants. The city of skyscrapers soar-
ing above the desert, which imports 
almost all of its food, has been impact-

ed by rapidly rising consumer prices, a 
global trend exacerbated by Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Ten vending 
machines were installed last week in 
supermarkets, with a computer touch 
screen allowing people to select differ-
ent types: Loaves for sandwiches, pitta 
bread or flat Indian-style chapatis. The 
machine has a credit card reader - for 
donations not payment. 

According to government figures 
from the Dubai Statistics Center, the food 
price index, which tracks the monthly 
change in the cost of a basket  of food 
commodities, rose by 8.75 percent in July, 
year on year. — AFP (See Page 11)  

In Dubai, poor 
get free bread 
from machines

Saudi Crown Prince named PM 
 
RIYADH: Saudi King 
Salman issued on 
Tuesday a royal decree 
appointing Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 
as Prime Minister of 
Saudi Arabia. In another 
royal decree, the King 
restructured the Council 
of Ministers, headed by 
the Crown Prince.  

Mohammed bin Salman


