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Mudawi Diwaniya discusses key
women’s issues ahead of elections 

It is not important to read a lot, rather it is
useful reading.” - Arnold J Toynbee

I was browsing the shelves of a library in the
city, looking for a certain book. As I was mov-
ing slowly, I thought about thousands of titles
of the books of all types, and how the author
gets the name of the book to be indicative of
the subject and express its idea. It logically
supposed that the title will be unique. The
author will, of course, take into consideration
the attractiveness of the book, with the cover
being expressive, in addition to other concerns,
the least of which is what font to use.

While I was thinking about this, I remem-
bered the suggestions of some friends to have
a book of many of my writings and published
columns. I am not enthusiastic towards this
idea, and this has reasons I think have merit.
The first is that what will be published in the
suggested book are columns, which a
researcher can access at a click of a button
through the Internet, so there will be nothing
new in the book.

Even if I write exclusive columns for the
book, I do not think this will add to the value of
the book, and most importantly, I do not know
the intellectual and cultural value of what I
write. Here I mean that my writings are not
presented for evaluation by specialists, and I
am compelled to only publish what is recom-
mended by specialists, which did not happen. I
am convinced that the publication of a book
without meeting professional and scientific
rules is not a good decision, as the ethical
responsibility compels the author not to decide
to publish until after all conditions are met.

Also, the publication of the book has to be
profitable, or at least cover its cost, but it is
more likely to make losses. Also, there are
columns that were published in English, so do I
reprint them in English or be satisfied with the
Arabic version only?

Back to my tour among the bookshelves and
their titles, and suggestions of my friends to
publish a book, the truth is that I do not know
if it will be possible to publish according to the
conditions I mentioned. What is certain is that I
remembered my three friends who love books
and writing with much gratitude, and remem-
bered my friend who is outside Kuwait, news
about whose sickness made me sad, and I wish
him speedy recovery.

Three persons,
and one!

By Yousuf Awadh Al-Azmi

Local@kuwaittimes.com

local spotlightKuwait’s electoral 
campaigns 
get creative
KUWAIT: There is no doubt that the candidates
for the National Assembly elections 2022 have the
right to use all traditional, modern or advanced
media and new technological methods in their elec-
tion campaigns, as long as they are within the legal
framework, to ensure the integrity of electoral cam-
paigns aimed at attracting voters’ attention and to
promote themselves. However, an observer of the
current campaigns held ahead of the National
Assembly Elections, which will be held on Thursday,
noticed that media and propaganda campaigns are
being created with various innovative and new
technological methods that have changed the way
Kuwaiti parliamentary election campaigns have
been held previously and the way candidates inter-
act with voters or engage in public opinion.

Speaking on the matter, Professor of Political
Sociology at the College of Social Sciences at
Kuwait University, Dr Marzouqa Al-Quwaidhi said
that technologically advanced forms of communica-
tion were meant to address people’s minds with
clear words and frank discussions about issues
which reflected a positive and reliable electoral
result. Al-Quwaidhi pointed out that technology-
based media played a significant role in this year’s
campaigning as it brought down the cost of cam-
paigning and the electoral process as a whole.

“Given the wide area of the geographical con-
stituencies amidst the five-circle system, the candi-
dates relied on smart advertising means by managing
them in a correct manner and according to a well-
researched plan to influence his electoral bases.”

She also noted that enthusiastic videos and
rhymes are being used in promotions to motivate
voters and stimulate enthusiasm in order to vote for
candidates as a form of publicity and advertisement.
This type of propaganda carries a brief, clear and
easy message that touches the aspirations and the
conscience of voters, raises their interests, and
shows the purpose and objective of the nomination.

Meanwhile, Professor of Media at the College of
Arts at Kuwait University, Dr Khaled Al-Quhs, said
that these technological means, whether through
videos or tweets, made it easier to portray the can-
didates’ ideas and agendas to the public instead of
having electoral seminars. He also mentioned inno-
vative ways that can help candidates, such as paid
podcast interviews, videos and pictures, which are
circulated through different social media platforms.
Al-Quhs also said that there is an innovative
method to display candidates’ biography, history
and plans through a barcode to be scanned and
easily broadcasted. 

On his part, Professor of Media at the College of
Arts at Kuwait University, Dr Ahmad Al-Sharif told
KUNA that modern technological media is a signifi-
cant driver in influencing public opinions, as social
media has become the most dominant method in
electoral campaigns and is taking the lead, thanks to
the society’s tendency to use it for being the fastest,
easiest and less expensive. He added that the use of
social media outlets has exceeded television usage,
in terms of the number of views, and had a big
effect in voter’s opinions. — KUNA

National Guard
begins preparations
for rainy season
KUWAIT: National Guard Undersecretary,
Hashem Al-Refaei, accompanied by leaders, visited
Al-Tahrir encampment, to inspect the strength of
support units ahead of the rainy season.

He listened to plans regarding the handling of
rain related issues, starting October, which included
technical squads being trained to use modern
equipment to deal with flooding, plans to rescue
trapped people and measures to facilitate road
movement. Al-Refaei also visited the fire and rescue
branch to examine the preparation of the firefight-
ing equipment to be utilized, to deal with the rainy
season. He stressed on the importance of all safety
procedures to support those in need.

By Majd Othman 

KUWAIT: Former education minister Moudi Al-
Humoud told Kuwait Times on the sidelines of a dis-
cussion event held on Monday by Mudawi List
Platform titled “Mudawi Diwaniya” that Kuwaiti
women from an earlier stage are fully empowered at
all levels, while their success in reaching the parlia-
ment depends on voters’ trust, elections and nomi-
nation of women. 

“We hope women have a better opportunity to
win in the current elections, especially with the
increase in the number of female candidates this
time - 7 percent of total candidates - not to mention
that many female candidates have distinct proposals
that tackle national priorities. So, we hope to have
more than one Kuwaiti woman in the parliament,”
she said.

“Mudawi Diwaniya” was held at Volvo Studio in-
cooperation with BNK Group and Volvo to discuss
the journey of Kuwaiti women in political life and
their chances of reaching the Abdullah Al-Salem
Hall. Asrar Hayat, one of the founding members of
Mudawi List, told Kuwait Times that a large per-
centage of female citizens are optimistic the elec-
tion will result in extensive female representation,
due to the great number of qualified candidates
who have nominated themselves.

“The new election law is in women’s favor, due to
the system that obligates voters to vote through
their civil ID, which will limit them to vote only for
candidates that are in the same constituency as
them. This means it will destroy many of the previ-
ous groupings, forgery in electoral lists, vote buying
and byelections. Therefore, I hope the current elec-
tion will give women a better opportunity to reach
parliament and succeed in all other aspects in life,”
Hayat said. She claimed women in Kuwait are less
corrupt compared to men, pointing out, “we have
never heard of women buying votes or participating
in byelections.”

Lawyer Noor Bin Haidar told Kuwait Times that
despite her interest in empowering women in parlia-
ment, she believes voters should vote for those who
adopt women’s issues that she and the society care
about. “When candidates reach the parliament, my
responsibility as a voter is to follow up with them to
ensure their commitment to the issues they were
elected on, and whether they benefit the community
and women. In addition, voters should take advan-
tage of the importance of their votes and apply

pressure on representatives/candidates over the
issues they want to fix or highlight, because at the
end, they cannot succeed without voters’ votes,”
Bin Haidar said. 

Regarding the values document signed by some
conservative candidates, Bin Haidar said from a
legal perspective, the document violates the consti-
tution. “Kuwaiti citizens do not expect representa-
tives to teach us how to act, wear or speak - their
role is limited to regulatory and legislative matters
and not oversight of the people,” she said. 

“The absence of women from parliaments and
councils in the previous years is a result of several
things. In the previous period, the interests of
female voters were not towards supporting female
candidates. The role of the media and the govern-
ment toward directing public opinion to empower
women is very important. When the government
supports women by appointing them in leading
authorities and ministries and they preform well,
then women will be elected to parliament,” Bin
Haidar said.

Former minister Humoud, the main speaker at the
event, pointed out that female voters constitute the
majority of the electoral base in Kuwait at around
53 percent, as a large number of men are in the mili-
tary and police, who are excluded from the electoral
process. She pointed out women in Kuwait joined
political and democratic life less than 17 years ago,
while men entered this field more than 60 years ago,

so comparison is difficult. Women need more politi-
cal experience and more practice to be compared
to men, despite the fact that women are quick in
adapting to the political process, Humoud said. She
added Kuwait women in 17 years succeeded to
increase the percentage of their participation in
elections by 17 percent, which is a great success
and reflects women’s determination to succeed.

Noor Bin Haidar Asrar Hayat Moudi Al-Humoud

KUWAIT: The audience, in participation for the event.


