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News in brief

MoI to transform 123 
schools into election centers

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior has chosen
123 school buildings to transform them into
electoral centers for the upcoming parliamen-
tary polls due on Thursday. Five of the selected
buildings will be transformed into main elec-
toral stations and 118 will serve as regular cen-
ters; located in all electoral constituencies, said
Feras Kartchi, the Director of Public Services,
at the Ministry of Education in a statement on
Tuesday. The selected schools are already
being cleaned and prepared to receive the
voters on the election day on Thursday, he
added. He indicated that these schools would
be restored to their original status after the
election. — KUNA 

Kuwait Embassy in US to set
up shelters for Hurricane Ian

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Embassy at the United
States designated two shelters at areas
expected to be struck by Hurricane Ian in the
states of Florida and Georgia, to help evacu-
ate Kuwaitis if needed. The Kuwaiti Embassy
in Washington DC called on Kuwaiti citizens
to be cautious and take all the required pro-
cedures and to follow up instructions issued
by local authorities to deal with the hurricane,
requesting everyone to be safe and sound.
The Embassy called on the Kuwait citizens to
continue communicating with their office in
the fol lowing phone numbers:  Kuwait
Embassy: -202-262-0758, Kuwait’s General
Consulate in New York: -917-242-6688,
Miami Emergency number: -202-873-3671,
Atlanta Emergency number: -210-666-5555 -
917-297-444. — KUNA

KBC lauds Kuwait’s
oil studies institute

DUBAI: Feras Al-Salem, Acting Chairman of
Kuwait Business Council (KBC) in Dubai and
Northern Emirates appreciated Kuwait’s efforts
to establish the largest institute for oil studies
in the region and said that he hoped that the
institute would enable young Kuwaitis to get
good training and research opportunities.
Speaking at the opening of the seventh edition
of the Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemicals
Association (GPCA) Research and Innovation
Conference in Dubai, Al-Salem said that the
initiative would help young Kuwaitis to also
acquire expertise that would help them to gain
a foothold in the labor market. He also spoke
about the possibility of developing businesses
to improve the local economy, adding that the
leaders of the oil and petrochemical industry
had always expressed a keen interest in innova-
tions, research as well as in knowledge sharing.
The two-day conference which is attended by
several researchers includes discussions on the
latest techniques implemented by GCC compa-
nies working in the field. — KUNA

Al-Hajri submits his 
credentials to Omani FM

MUSCAT: Kuwait’s Ambassador Mohammad
Al-Hajri submitted his credentials to Oman’s
Foreign Minister Badr Al-Busaid Monday, as
the country’s ambassador to the Sultanate of
Oman. During the reception, Ambassador Al-
Hajri conveyed the greetings of Foreign
Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah to his Omani counter-
part and stressed his keenness on boosting
relations between the two countries, and push-
ing them for wider perspectives in a way that
meets aspirations and achieves interests of the
two countries and their peoples, according to
the statement. — KUNA

MUSCAT: Mohammad Al-Hajri with Oman’s Foreign
Minister Badr Al-Busaid. —KUNA

KUWAIT: With the 2022 National Assembly
planned to be held on Sept 29, Thursday, Kuwaiti
economists stressed the importance of choosing
candidates eager to promote the sustainability of
the national economy through laws and legislations.
Speaking to KUNA, the economists shared a vision
focused on diversifying income, cultivating a viable
atmosphere for commerce and investment, as well
as encouraging creativity and ingenuity in business.
Continuing to make oil the sole source of income is
a ‘dangerous matter’ due to the commodity being
linked with the varying nature of global energy
prices, said Dr Anwar Al-Shurai’an, a professor of
economy at Kuwait University (KU).

Dr Al-Shurai’an indicated that the decline in
price of oil during the COVID-19 was a great moti-
vator to diversify the economy, a vision - which has
been spoken about for 45 years. He noted that
according to reports, the volume of Kuwait sover-
eign wealth fund had reached around $1 trillion,
which indicates that its income was at around six
percent equaling $80 per barrel of income made in
current production estimates. Al-Shurai’an called on

parliamentary hopefuls and those involved in draft-
ing laws and legislations to focus on a sustainable
vision for the Kuwaiti economy. The legislative
authority must have a role in promoting economic
diversity and sustainability, noting that what
occurred during the pandemic had highlighted the
importance of such ventures. The private sector had
been hit by the COVID-19 pandemic and such
emergencies required legislators to look into laws
that protect private businesses and find ways to
promote economic growth, he affirmed.

Providing his input, economic lecturer at Kuwait
University (KU) Dr Riyad Al-Fares said that the
executive authority, through the New Kuwait 2035
vision, had come up with plans to counter mishaps
in the national economy. The state income had
decreased tremendously during the coronavirus
pandemic, putting the price of oil at $30 per barrel,
he indicated, noting that the legislative authority
should come up with laws to strengthen the input of
the private sector in Kuwait and diversify income
from a petroleum-based economy that represented
around 95 percent of the GDP. He pointed out that

privatization was key to help the private sector
flourish, adding that the National Assembly must
focus on laws or amend legislations, which were
aimed at economic diversification and improving the
business environment. He noted that the govern-
ment’s agenda for 2021 had nine economic drafts
laws in need of legislative amendments. The parlia-
ment and government need to support projects such
as the free-trade zone and Al-Harir City to promote
the welfare of the state and citizens alike, he
affirmed. Meanwhile, assistant lecturer at Kuwait
University’s (KU) the college of law, Dr Mohammad
Al-Shubaib said that the upcoming election of the
National Assembly had various challenges to tackle,
namely the ones pertaining to budget and spending.
He reiterated the importance of supporting the pri-
vate sector and encouraging creativity and ingenu-
ity in business to attract foreign investments and
expand the state income. Al-Shubaib also said that
having a strong economic base would allow Kuwait
to maneuver against global economic crises and
turn the country to a regional and international hub
for commerce and finance. — KUNA

Kuwaiti economists: Legislations 
needed to boost economy

Kuwaiti activists:
Environmental 
causes should be a
legislative priority
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti activists said on Monday that
candidates running for positions in the upcoming
national elections, scheduled to be held next
Thursday, must put environmental causes on the
forefront of their respective campaigns, to achieve
sustainable development for the country.

Several sources stressed on the importance of
protecting the environment saying that the issue
was not to be ignored and had been put in the back
burner for way too long. Wajdan Al-Oqab,
Chairperson of the Kuwait Environment Protection
Society (KEPS), called for protecting the environ-
ment and promoting alternative energy resources
saying that these issues affected Kuwait and the
whole world.

“The increase in temperatures and the climate
change cannot simply be brushed under the carpet
as these are real threats that require real solutions,”
she said. Al-Oqab also called on candidates to rec-
ognize the importance of protecting natural
resources and also asked all parties to respect
international environmental protection accords. 

“Previously, the parliament had approved laws
pertaining to protecting the environmental rights of
individuals,” she said, adding that, “environmental
protection law 24/2015 and law 99/2015 both
enshrined the rights of citizens for clean air quality,
water, and land.”

“Controlling pollution and protecting the envi-
ronment are vital parts of sustainable development
and the New Kuwait Vision 2030.”

Shareef Al-Khayat, Head of the Climate Change
department at the Environmental Protection
Authority (EPA), said that the issue of climate
change was a reality and has already resulted in
rising sea levels due to the melting of ice both in
the Arctic and Antarctica. He said that Kuwait
would not be exempted from this global issue, a
reason why legislators need to focus on laws to
prevent an environmental catastrophe and added

that the rise in temperature was a great danger fac-
ing the country.

Al-Khayat also revealed that the rise in temper-
ature also meant an increase in electricity and
water usage and this resulted in 65 to 70 percent
of power consumption, especially during the sum-
mer. Carbon emission and energy production activ-
ities were the main culprits of climate change, he
said, noting that Kuwait has the capability to push
forward for alternative energy resources to
decrease pollution and protect the environment.
Meanwhile, meteorologist and former head of the
Kuwaiti meteorology center, Mohammad Karam,
urged legislators to put the issue of the environ-
ment on the top of their agenda, saying that such
topics affected citizens and residents alike. The
spike in temperature, for example, would lead to
more energy consumption and pollution, he added,
saying that solving the problem was a requirement
and not an afterthought. “Candidates must set their
sight on protecting the environment to ensure a
sustainable future for Kuwait and its people,” he
said, noting that “increasing greenery and using
alternative means of producing energy were vital
tools to combat pollution.” — KUNA

BOWLING CLUB:

To the Editor-in-Chief of Kuwait Times

I am pleased to congratulate you and all employees of your esteemed paper
on the occasion of the 61st anniversary of publication. We noticed the balanced
and credible publication that made Kuwait Times a media model to be followed. 

We follow your publication that discusses issues, through which it cares for
the country’s interests, making it a source for those searching for the truth.

I congratulate you on this effort and continued work. I wish you more pros-
perity and success for the sake of free speech and interest of our beloved coun-
try, Kuwait.

Talal Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
President of the Bowling Club

A cake gifted by the Bowling Club to Kuwait Times, congratulating the news-
paper on its 61st anniversary.

Congratulations:

British School of Kuwait:

We congratulate you on occasion of the 61st anniversary of Kuwait Times
Newspaper, which has a bright record of leadership in the history of Kuwait,
Gulf and Arab Journalism, being the first newspaper published in the English
language in the Arabian Gulf region.

We appreciate your efforts in enriching media activities in our beloved
country, we wish your paper more prosperity and success.


