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strategy. He resigned in 2020 over recurring 

health problems, but remained a key political voice 
and was campaigning for his ruling party when a 
lone gunman killed him with a homemade weapon 
on July 8. 

The shooting sent shock waves through a coun-
try with famously low gun crime and prompted 
international condemnation. But the decision to 
give him a state funeral - only the second for a for-
mer premier in the post-war period - has pro-
voked opposition, with around 60 percent of 
Japanese against the event in recent polls. US 
Vice-President Kamala Harris and world leaders 
including Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Australian premier Anthony Albanese were 
among those in attendance at the Budokan.  

Outside, thousands of people stood in line as 
the ashes arrived, waiting to deliver flowers and 
say a prayer in two mourning tents. Koji Takamori 
came all the way from northern Hokkaido with his 
nine-year-old son. “I wanted to thank him. He has 
done so much for Japan,” the 46-year-old told AFP. 
“The way he died was so shocking. To be honest, I 
also came because there has been so much oppo-
sition. It’s almost like I’m here to oppose those 
who are opposing this (funeral),” he added. 

Those opponents were also out, marching near 
the tents before a larger demonstration in front of 
the parliament. “There are people struggling 
financially who suffered particularly under the 
‘Abenomics’ policies. We must not forget this,” 
Ryo Machida, a 19-year-old student, said outside 

the Budokan. “He may have been a strong leader, 
but in hindsight, he was iron-fisted and anti-
democratic.” 

Abe’s accused killer targeted the former leader 
believing he had ties to the Unification Church, 
which the attacker resented over massive dona-
tions his mother had made to the sect. The assassi-
nation prompted fresh scrutiny of the church and 
its fundraising - and uncomfortable questions for 
Japan’s political establishment, with the ruling par-
ty admitting around half its lawmakers had links to 
the religious organization. 

Kishida has pledged the party will sever all ties 
with the church, but the scandal helped fuel dis-
content over the state funeral. Thousands have 
protested in the run-up to the ceremony and a 
man set himself on fire last week near the prime 
minister’s office, leaving notes reportedly express-
ing his objection to the event. Some lawmakers 
from opposition parties are also boycotting the 
funeral. The controversy has several roots, with 
some accusing Kishida of unilaterally approving 
the funeral instead of consulting parliament, and 
others resentful of a nearly $12 million price tag. 

It is also the legacy of Abe’s divisive tenure, 
marked by persistent allegations of cronyism, and 
opposition to his nationalism and plans to reform 
the pacifist constitution. Kishida’s government may 
have hoped the solemnity of the event, attended by 
an estimated 4,300 people including 700 foreign 
invitees, would drown out the controversy. 

Abe worked to cultivate close ties with 
Washington to bolster the key US-Japan alliance, 
and also courted a stronger “Quad” grouping of 
Japan, the United States, India and Australia. 
Japan’s emperor and empress are not attending, as 
neutral national figures, but Crown Prince Akishino 
and his wife led mourners in offering flowers at the 
end of the service. — AFP 
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the last few minutes, as DART raced toward it 

at roughly 23,500 km per hour. NASA scientists 
and engineers erupted in applause as the screen 
froze on a final image, indicating that signal had 
been lost and impact had taken place. To be sure, 
the pair of asteroids pose no threat to our planet 
as they loop the Sun every two of our years. 

But NASA has deemed the experiment impor-
tant to carry out before an actual need is discov-
ered. By striking Dimorphos head on, NASA 
hopes to push it into a smaller orbit, shaving 10 
minutes off the time it takes to encircle Didymos, 
which is currently 11 hours and 55 minutes. 
Ground telescopes - which can’t see the asteroid 
system directly but can detect a shift in patterns 
of light coming from it - should provide a defini-
tive orbital period in the coming days and weeks. 
The proof-of-concept has made a reality of what 
has before only been attempted in science fiction 
- notably in films such as “Armageddon” and 
“Don’t Look Up”. 

Minutes after impact, a toaster-sized satellite 
called LICIACube, which already separated from 
DART a few weeks ago, was expected to make a 
close pass of the site to capture images of the 
collision and the ejecta - the pulverized rock 
thrown off by the strike. LICIACube’s pictures 
will be sent back in the next weeks and months. 
Also watching the event: An array of telescopes, 
both on Earth and in space - including the 
recently operational James Webb - which might 
be able to see a brightening cloud of dust. 

The mission has set the global astronomy 
community abuzz, with more than three dozen 
ground telescopes participating, including opti-
cal, radio and radar. “There’s a lot of them, and 
it’s incredibly exciting to have lost count,” said 
DART mission planetary astronomer Christina 
Thomas. Finally, a full picture of what the system 
looks like will be revealed when a European 
Space Agency mission four years down the line 
called Hera arrives to survey Dimorphos’ surface 
and measure its mass, which scientists can cur-
rently only guess at. 

Very few of the bi l l ions of asteroids and 
comets in our solar system are considered 
potentially hazardous to our planet, and none 
are expected in the next hundred years or so. 
But wait long enough, and it will happen. We 
know that from the geological record - for 
example, the six-mile wide Chicxulub asteroid 
struck Earth 66 million years ago, plunging the 
world into a long winter that led to the mass 
extinction of the dinosaurs along with 75 per-
cent of all species. 

An asteroid the size of Dimorphos, by con-
trast, would only cause a regional impact, such as 
devastating a city, albeit with greater force than 
any nuclear bomb in history. How much momen-
tum DART imparts on Dimorphos will depend on 
whether the asteroid is solid rock, or more like a 
“rubbish pile” of boulders bound by mutual grav-
ity - a property that’s not yet known. 

If it had missed, NASA would have another 
shot in two years’ time, with the spaceship con-
taining just enough fuel for another pass. But its 
success marks the first step towards a world 
capable of defending itself from a future existen-
tial threat. “I think Earthlings can sleep better, 
definitely I will,” said DART mission systems 
engineer Elena Adams. —  AFP
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Thousands march to demand justice  
for Mexico’s missing students

President urge protesters to rally peacefully in memory of the victims of tragedy
MEXICO CITY: Thousands of Mexicans marched on 
Monday demanding justice on the eighth anniversary of 
the disappearance of 43 students, after investigators 
branded the atrocity a “state crime” involving the mili-
tary and other institutions. 

President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador urged pro-
testers to rally peacefully in memory of the victims of a 
tragedy that shocked the nation and prompted internation-
al indignation. Relatives, students and other demonstrators 
advanced through the heart of Mexico City chanting slo-
gans such as “alive they took 
them, alive we want them!” 

Some carried signs read-
ing: “It was the army.” “We 
demand that the military be 
investigated, that they be 
punished,” said Blanca Nava, 
the mother of one of the stu-
dents. Lopez Obrador’s 
appeal came after several 
dozen members of the secu-
rity forces were injured on 
Friday in clashes with pro-
testers hurling rocks and homemade explosive devices at 
a Mexican military base. 

“The only thing is to avoid violence,” Lopez Obrador 
told reporters, declaring Monday a day of national mourn-
ing. “It’s not about throwing stones or Molotov cocktails. 
It’s about protesting peacefully,” he said. Monday’s march 
appeared to be mostly peaceful, with only occasional skir-
mishes between protesters and the police.  

 
Unsolved crime  

The 43 teaching students had commandeered 

buses in the southern state of Guerrero to travel to a 
demonstration in Mexico City before they went 
missing. Investigators say they were detained by 
corrupt police and handed over to a drug cartel that 
mistook them for members of a rival gang, but 
exactly what happened to them is disputed. 

Last month, a truth commission tasked by Lopez 
Obrador’s government to investigate the atrocity 
declared the case a “state crime” involving agents of 
various institutions. It said that military personnel 

bore “clear responsibility,” 
either directly or through 
negligence. 

Arrest  warrants have 
been issued for more than 
80 suspects, including mil-
i tary personnel , pol ice 
officers and cartel mem-
bers. 

But a lawyer for the vic-
t ims’  famil ies , Vidulfo 
Rosales, told reporters that 
prosecutors had with-

drawn at least 20 of the warrants. “That’s why there 
were strenuous demands for answers,” he said, 
referring to Friday’s protest violence, which came 
despite a number of high-profile detentions in the 
case. 

Former attorney general Jesus Murillo Karam, 
who led a controversial investigation into the mass 
disappearance, was arrested last month on charges 
of forced disappearance, torture and obstruction of 
justice. 

This month an army general and two other mili-

tary personnel were also detained. According to an 
official report presented in 2015 by the government 
of then-president Enrique Pena Nieto, cartel mem-
bers ki l led the students and incinerated their 
remains at a garbage dump. 

Those conclusions were rejected by relatives, 
independent experts and the office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. So 
far, the remains of only three victims have been 
identified. —AFP

MEXICO CITY, Mexico: People shout slogans during a march at the Zocalo square in Mexico City to mark the eighth 
anniversary of the disappearance of 43 students of the teaching training school in Ayotzinapa. —AFP

Hurricane Ian  
hits Cuba  

 
HAVANA: Hurricane Ian made landfall in western Cuba 
early Tuesday, with the storm prompting mass evacua-
tions and fears it will bring widespread destruction as it 
heads for the US state of Florida. “Ian is already over 
Cuban territory,” said a forecaster from the country’s 
Institute of Meteorology in a special broadcast on state 
television. “The outer wall of the storm is on the coast of 
the province of Pinar del Rio.” 

About 38,000 people had been evacuated from their 
homes in the province, which was bearing the brunt of 
the storm, local authorities said. The US National 
Hurricane Center (NHC) said Ian made landfall just 
southwest of the town of La Coloma at about 4:30 am 
local time (0830 GMT). 

The hurricane was packing maximum sustained winds 
of 125 miles (205 kilometers) per hour, the NHC said, 
making it a Category 3 storm on the Saffir-Simpson scale. 
“Devastating wind damage is expected where the core of 
Ian moves across western Cuba this morning,” it added. 

 
‘Storm surge’  

With the hurricane moving north, Florida’s western 
coast from Fort Myers to Tampa Bay were at greatest 
risk of “life-threatening” storm surges, the NHC said. 
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis declared a state of emer-
gency in all 67 counties as officials scrambled to prepare 
for the storm’s forecast landing on Wednesday or 
Thursday. 

Ian “will bring heavy rains, strong winds, flash flood-
ing, storm surge, along with isolated tornado activity 
along Florida’s Gulf Coast,” DeSantis said at a press con-
ference in Tallahassee on Monday. He warned people to 
prepare for power cuts. 

“Even if the eye of the storm doesn’t hit your region, 
you’re going to have really significant winds, it’s going to 
knock over trees, it’s going to cause interruptions,” 
DeSantis said, warning of likely flooding. The governor 

urged residents to stock up on food, water, medicine and 
fuel, and he called up 7,000 National Guard members to 
help with the effort. 

Authorities in several Florida municipalities, including 
Miami, Fort Lauderdale and Tampa, started distributing 
free sandbags to residents to help protect their homes 
from the risk of flooding. 

Tampa International Airport said it would suspend 
operations on Tuesday at 5:00 pm local time (2100 
GMT). US President Joe Biden approved emergency aid 
to 24 counties in Florida through the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). 

NASA said it was rolling back its massive Moon rock-
et into its storage hangar at the Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida due to the hurricane. 

Fiona’s wake  
The Caribbean and parts of eastern Canada are still 

counting the cost of powerful storm Fiona, which tore 
through last week, claiming several lives. When it arrived 
in Canada, the storm packed intense winds of 80 miles 
per hour, bringing torrential rain and waves of up to 40 
feet (12 meters). 

Three people are believed to have died when Fiona bar-
reled into Canada’s Atlantic provinces as a post-tropical 
cyclone early Saturday. Prince Edward Island authorities 
confirmed the death of one person, while officials in 
Newfoundland said they found the body of a 73-year-old 
woman believed to have been swept from her home. She 
was apparently sheltering in her basement when waves 
broke through. —AFP 
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HAVANA, Cuba: Cuban children carry personal belongings to a safe place in the Fanguito neighborhood in Havana, ahead 
of the arrival of Hurricane Ian. —AFP

Starmer insists 
Labour fit to govern 
as crisis grips UK 

 
LIVERPOOL: Labour leader Keir Starmer argued 
Tuesday he was ready to lead Britain out of econom-
ic crisis, as a new poll gave his once-fractured party 
its biggest lead in two decades over the ruling 
Conservatives. 

The head of the main opposition told its annual 
conference that new Prime Minister Liz Truss and 
the Tories had “lost control of the British economy”, 
as the UK reels from soaring inflation, imminent 
recession and a weakening currency. His speech in 
the northwestern English city of Liverpool was met 
with fervent applause from the Labour rank and file-
who can now scent power, after 12 years in the politi-
cal wilderness and bouts of ideological infighting. 

It came the day after the pound crashed to an 
unprecedented low against the dollar. “And for 
what?” Starmer queried. “For tax cuts for the richest 
one percent in our society. “Don’t forget, don’t for-
give,” he said. “The only way to stop this is with a 
Labour government.” The pound’s plunge has been 
blamed on a mini-budget unveiled Friday by Britain’s 
new finance minister, Kwasi Kwarteng, which cut 
taxes-including for the highest earners-and raised 
government borrowing. 

The currency rebounded somewhat Tuesday, but 
remains vulnerable amid market concerns that the 
tax-slashing plan could drive up interest rates and 
derail public finances. “What we’ve seen from the 
government in the past few days has no precedent,” 
Starmer said, vowing instead investment in health-
care, education and a “green prosperity plan” 
against climate change. —AFP 


