
KANO: Nigeria rice farmer Adamu Garba squelched
barefoot through his paddy fields, surveying damage
from devastating floods that have destroyed farmland
across the north of the country.

Parts of West and central Africa have been battered
by floods ravaging farms like Garba’s rice plots, wiping
out crops and risking worsening food insecurity in a
region already struggling with economic fallout from
the Ukraine war. Just in Nigeria, constant heavy rains
caused the worst flooding in a decade, killing more
than 300 people since the start of the rainy season and
displacing at least 100,000, according to emergency
officials. “It is devastating but there is nothing we can
do, we just have to be strong,” Garba told AFP at his
farm near the city of Kano, where he normally harvests
200 bags of rice. “Now in the condition we find our-
selves we are not sure we will harvest half a bag here.”

Nigeria’s National Emergency Management
Agency (NEMA) spokesman Manzo Ezekiel said
flooding has been unprecedented due to continuous
rainfall with 29 of the country’s 36 states affected.

“Thousands of farmlands have also been destroyed.
The figures will rise further because we are still expe-
riencing torrential rains and flooding,” he said. Flood
waters were made worse partly by neighboring
Cameroon’s release of excess waters from a dam and
by Nigeria releasing waters to ease pressure on its
Kainji and Jebba dams, Ezekiel said. However, an offi-
cial with Eneo, operator of Cameroon’s Lagdo hydro-
electricity plant, said excess waters released from the
dam contributed only a small amount to flooding.

Parts of Nigeria, from northern farmlands to the
coastal economic capital Lagos, are prone to flooding
in the rainy season, though NEMA says this year is the
worst since 2012, when 363 people died and more than
2.1 million were displaced. 

Climate change 
The Niger river-West Africa’s main river-flows

through northern Niger past Benin’s northern border
into Nigeria before reaching in the Gulf of Guinea on
the Atlantic through southern Nigeria’s Niger Delta.

Heavy rains falling in Niger since June and the severe
floods have claimed 159 lives and affected more than
225,000 people, making this rainy season one of the
deadliest in history, emergency officials said earlier
this month.

“According to our studies, we can link these rains to
climate change in general,” said Katiellou Gaptia
Lawan, Director General of National Meteorology of
Niger. “The rains are becoming more and more intense
and the extreme precipitation is increasing.”

Rains in Niger this year have also totally destroyed

or damaged more than 25,900 homes, and impacted
farmland and cattle, authorities said. The June to
September rainy season regularly kills people in Niger,
including in the northern desert areas, but the toll is
particularly heavy this year.

In 2021, 70 people died and 200,000 were affect-
ed. In Chad, the UN said more than 622,500 people
had been affected “at different levels” by flooding in
more than half of the country, including the capital
N’Djamena, with most impacted areas bordering the
north of Cameroon. According to the United Nations,

in 2021, 5.5 million Chadians, more than a third of the
population of the landlocked country were already in
need of emergency humanitarian aid, even before the
floods.

In northern Nigeria, Kabiru Alassan, a 19-year old
farmer, said flood waters washed sand from the roads
and covered his rice fields. But he was trying to sal-
vage what he could. “This is the little we have left by
Allah’s grace which we are going to harvest,” he said.
“The rains have never been this destructive. We pray
never to experience such a nightmare.” — AFP
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Heavy floods ravage West
Africa farmlands, rice plots

Floods wipe out crops and risk worsening food insecurity in the region

NUMAN, Nigeria: This aerial view shows the nearly submerged community of Imburu on September 25, 2022 in Adamawa State - North East Nigeria. —AFP

Sabotage suspected 
after leaks in Russia,
Europe gas pipelines
COPENHAGEN: The two Nord Stream gas pipelines
linking Russia and Europe have been hit by unex-
plained leaks, Scandinavian authorities said Tuesday,
raising suspicions of sabotage. The pipelines have
been at the centre of geopolitical tensions in recent
months as Russia cut gas supplies to Europe in sus-
pected retaliation against Western sanctions following
its invasion of Ukraine.

Russia said it was “extremely concerned” about the
leaks. Asked by reporters whether it could be an act of
sabotage, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that
at the moment “it is impossible to exclude any
options”. While the pipelines, which are operated by a
consortium majority-owned by Russian gas giant
Gazprom, are not currently in operation, they both still
contain gas but the environmental impact appeared
limited so far.

One of the leaks on Nord Stream 1 occurred in the
Danish economic zone and the other in the Swedish
economic zone, while the Nord Stream 2 leak was in
the Danish economic zone.

A leak was first reported on Nord Stream 2 on
Monday. “Authorities have now been informed that
there have been another two leaks on Nord Stream 1,
which likewise is not in operation but contains gas,”
Danish climate and energy minister Dan Jorgensen
told AFP in a statement on Tuesday.

“It is too early to say anything about the causes of
the incidents,” the Danish Ministry of Climate, Energy
and Utilities said in a statement. Denmark’s energy
agency has, however, called for “higher levels of pre-
paredness in the electricity and gas sector” in the
country, Jorgensen said.

‘Not common’ 
During a visit to Poland for the inauguration of the

Baltic Pipe Project — connecting Poland and Denmark
to a North Sea pipeline — Danish Prime Minister
Mette Frederiksen also told Danish media “it’s hard to
imagine that it’s accidental.”

The EU Commission meanwhile stressed that it was
too early to speculate on the causes of the leaks. “We

believe we do not have the elements in order to deter-
mine what is the reason for the leak. And obviously any
act of sabotage on any infrastructure is something that
we would condemn,” EU commission spokesman Eric
Mamer told reporters. A Nord Stream spokesperson
told AFP that they had not been able to assess the
damage but conceded that “an incident where three
pipes experience difficulties at the same time on the
same day is not common.”

The Danish energy agency told the Ritzau news
agency that only the area where the gas plume is
located will be affected by the leak, but methane
escaping into the atmosphere has a “climate-damaging
effect”. “Gas pipeline leaks are extremely rare and we
therefore see a reason to increase the level of pre-
paredness following the incidents we have witnessed
over the past 24 hours,” director of the Danish Energy
Agency Kristoffer Bottzauw said in a statement.

Built in parallel to the Nord Stream 1 pipeline, Nord
Stream 2 was intended to double the capacity for
Russian gas imports to Germany. But Berlin blocked
newly-completed Nord Stream 2 in the days before
the war.

Germany, which has been highly dependent on
imports of fossil fuels from Russia to meet its energy
needs, has since come under acute stress as Moscow
has dwindled supplies.

Russian energy giant Gazprom progressively
reduced the volumes of gas being delivered via Nord
Stream 1 until it shut the pipeline completely at the end
of August, blaming Western sanctions for the delay of
necessary repairs to the pipeline.

‘Targeted attack’ 
Germany has rebuffed Gazprom’s technical expla-

nation for the cut, instead accusing Moscow of wield-
ing energy as a weapon amid tensions over the war in
Ukraine. Meanwhile, German daily Tagesspiegel
reported that “the Nord Stream pipelines may have
been damaged by targeted attacks and leaked as a
result”.

According to a source close to the government and
relevant authorities, quoted in the newspaper, “every-
thing speaks against a coincidence”. “We cannot
imagine a scenario that is not a targeted attack,” the
source said. As a result of the leaks, navigational warn-
ings have been issued for a distance of five nautical
miles and a flight height of 1,000 meters (3,280 feet).
The incidents on the two pipelines have no impact on
the supply of gas to Denmark, the Danish energy min-
ister said. — AFP

Pound rebounds, 
stocks firm tracking 
recession risks
LONDON: The dollar weakened slightly against
major rivals Tuesday, helping the pound to rebound
from a record low, while equity markets stabilized after
recent volatility.

The world is heading towards a global recession as
multiple crises collide, World Trade Organization’s
chief Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala told the global trade
body’s annual public forum in Geneva.

Recession prospects have risen in recent weeks as
central banks keep hiking interest rates to try and cool
decades-high inflation, boosting in particular the dol-
lar. The Federal Reserve has carried out three succes-
sive bumper US hikes and is warning of more to come.

That has seen investors pile into the dollar, sending
it to record or multi-decade peaks, in turn rattling
governments from Tokyo to Beijing and London. On
Monday, the pound hit an all-time low at $1.0350, with
traders spooked by a UK tax giveaway they warned
could further fuel inflation and significantly ramp up
British state borrowing.

“Dollar strength remains the driving force-or
wrecking ball-in financial markets at the moment,” said
Markets.com analyst Neil Wilson. Sterling staged a
small recovery Tuesday after the Bank of England said
it would “not hesitate to change interest rates by as
much as needed”.

With the pound showing record weakness against
the dollar this week, analysts are forecasting a big rate
increase when the BoE holds its next regular policy
meeting on November 3. “A rate hike of over 150 basis
points is currently priced in for the coming meeting,”

Commerzbank analyst Esther Reichelt noted Tuesday,
questioning if that would even be enough.

The Bank of England’s statement “is unlikely to calm
all those who had already questioned the BoE’s deter-
mination to fight inflation even prior to these events”,
she added.

Elsewhere, European natural gas prices surged
nearly ten percent to 190.50 euros following news that
the two Nord Stream gas pipelines linking Russia and
Europe have been hit by unexplained leaks, raising
suspicions of sabotage. The pipelines have been at the
centre of geopolitical tensions in recent months as
Russia cut gas supplies to Europe in suspected retalia-
tion against Western sanctions following its invasion of
Ukraine. A major new pipeline that will bring in
Norwegian gas via Denmark was inaugurated in
Poland on Tuesday in a move aimed at helping
strengthen Europe’s energy security.

Oil prices jumped almost two percent, helped by a
weaker dollar. — AFP

DUEODDE, Denmark: This handout picture released on September 27, 2022 by the Danish Defense Command
shows the gas leak at the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline as it is seen from the Danish Defence’s F-16 rejection
response off the Danish Baltic island of Bornholm, south of Dueodde.— AFP

FRANKFURT: Traders work on the Frankfurt bourse in
this file photo.

High earners could 
pay more tax to help 
poorest: Economist
FRANKFURT: High earners and extremely profitable
companies could pay more taxes to finance support
for society’s poorest as they struggle with record
inflation, the European Central Bank’s chief economist
has said. Consumer prices are surging across the
eurozone and elsewhere, spurred by high energy costs
after Russia halted crucial gas supplies to Europe amid
tensions over its invasion of Ukraine.

“The energy shock we are experiencing is huge,”
ECB chief economist Philip Lane said in an interview
with Austrian newspaper Der Standard published
Tuesday.

“It is the poorest people in our society that are
most affected.” Governments need to support those
suffering the most, and the question was whether this
should be financed by tax hikes for the better off, he
said. “This could take the form of higher taxes on high-
er earners or on industries and firms that are highly
profitable in spite of the energy shock,” he added.

Increasing taxes has less of an impact on inflation
than if you increase public deficits to provide support,
he said. ECB president Christine Lagarde said this
week the central bank supports targeted measures to
help the most vulnerable households.

The idea of hiking taxes on high earners is already
gaining traction in the eurozone. Spain announced last
week it will slap a temporary levy on the wealthiest
one percent of the population from next year to help
pay for inflation relief measures.—AFP

Politicians wage 
tax war ahead 
of Spain elections
MADRID: With elections a year away, the battle
lines have been drawn between Spain’s left-wing
government and its right-wing regions who are
tripping over themselves to unveil lower tax poli-
cies.

On the back burner for months, the tax issue hit
the headlines last week after the leader of the
southern Andalusia region decided to axe wealth
tax and lower income tax in a bid to attract
wealthy taxpayers. “We were a tax hellhole but
now we’re the region with the second lowest taxes
in Spain,” boasted Juanma Moreno of the right-
wing opposition Popular Party (PP) — his region
trailing only Madrid, which is also held by the PP.

As one of the Western world’s most decentral-
ized nations, Spain is divided into 17 regions,
whose governments have considerable autonomy
and are responsible for budget management.

Moreno’s remarks opened the floodgates, with
many other PP-run regions announcing cuts,
including Murcia, which slashed income tax, and
Galicia, which is rolling back its wealth tax. This
flurry of announcements was hailed by top figures
within the PP, among them the party’s rising star,
Madrid leader Isabel Diaz Ayuso.—AFP


