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Nets eye reboot as Nash plays  
down Durant trade request

Durant shocks basketball, issues ‘an ultimatum’
NEW YORK: Brooklyn Nets head coach Steve 
Nash played down Kevin Durant’s trade request 
on Monday, insisting the superstar was “on the 
same page” as the team prepares for the new 
season. Durant shocked basketball in June after 
requesting a trade, less than a year after he 
signed a four-year $198 million contract exten-
sion to remain in Brooklyn.  

Durant is reported to have given Nets owner 
Joe  Tsa i  an  u l t imatum, to  e i ther  grant  h is 
request for a trade or fire Nash and Nets man-
ager Sean Marks. The standoff appeared to 
have been resolved last month when the Nets 
said in a statement that Durant would remain 
with the club following clear the air talks. 

Speaking at the Nets media day on Monday, 
Nash said Durant’s trade request was part-and-
parcel of life in the NBA. “Families go through 
things like this,” Nash told reporters. “You go 
through adversity, you go through disagree-
ments. “This is not new to the NBA. It has hap-
pened dozens of times; I’m sure every organiza-
tion has faced that. So, you know, it’s a part of 
the process. It’s a part of working in this busi-
ness. It’s super competitive. 

“We’re all  prideful. We all  have expecta-
tions, and when we get dinged up like we did 
last year, you know, everyone’s disappointed. 
We cleared the air and we spoke and we got 

on the same page.” Brooklyn had hoped to 
challenge for an NBA Championship last sea-
son, building their roster around the talents of 
Durant , James  Harden  and  Kyr ie  I rv ing . 
However the Nets big three failed to deliver, 
and  Harden  was  t raded  away  to  the 
Philadelphia 76ers in February. 

The Nets were later swept in the first round 
of the playoffs by the Boston Celtics. Durant 
sa id  Monday he  had sought  a  move a f ter 
becoming concerned that the team would not be 
capable of challenging for championships. “As 
last season went on, you see what happened 
with our season, guys in and out of the lineup, 
injuries, just a lot of uncertainty, which built 
some doubt in my mind about the next four 
years in my career,” Durant said. 

“I’m getting older and I want to be in a place 
that’s stable and trying to build a championship 
culture. So I had some doubts about that. I 
voiced them to (Nets owner) Joe (Tsai), and we 
moved forward from there.” Durant said he had 
been encouraged by Marks’ roster moves dur-
ing the close season. “I liked what we did, what 
Sean put together this summer with the team,” 
Durant said, adding that talks with team owner-
ship and management had put his mind at rest. 
“We came to  a  mutua l  agreement  that  we 
should keep moving forward,” he said. —AFP

NEW YORK: Kevin Durant #7 of the Brooklyn Nets speaks during a press conference at Brooklyn Nets Media Day at HSS 
Training Center in the Brooklyn borough of New York City. —AFP

 

Premiership Rugby club  
Worcester to be placed  
in administration 

  
LONDON: English Premiership side 
Worcester are set to be placed in administra-
tion after they were suspended from all com-
petitions by the Rugby Football Union on 
Monday for failing to meet a funding ultima-
tum. Worcester are burdened by debts total-
ing more than £25 million ($26.5 million), 
including at least £6 million in unpaid tax, with 
growing anger expressed towards owners 
Colin Goldring and Jason Whittingham, who 
have been accused of asset-stripping the club. 

A statement from the RFU said the own-
ers had failed to meet a deadline of 1600 
GMT on Monday to provide proof of insur-
ance cover and funding for the monthly pay-
roll and were also missing a “credible plan to 
take the club forward”. “The RFU has there-
fore suspended Worcester Warriors from all 
competit ions, including the Gal lagher 
Premiership.. . with immediate effect,” it 
added. Worcester confirmed they have 
applied to the UK government’s department 
of media, culture media and sport (DCMS) to 
place the club in administration. 

“Worcester Warriors can confirm that 
WRFC Trading Limited, the company that 
owns the Worcester Warriors Premiership 
rugby club, has today asked DCMS to place 
the club into administration,” the club said 
in a statement. “DCMS will now apply to 
the court to appoint administrators. “As 
negotiations with possible investors have 
still not led to critically-needed funding, 
administration is seen as the best solution 
to safeguard the interests of the business 
and ensure the best chances of a solution 
that saves the club.” 

In a statement the DCMS said it  has 
agreed to the administration request “to give 
the club the best possible chance of survival, 
and to protect a significant taxpayer invest-
ment.” RFU CEO Bill Sweeney acknowledged 
the decision taken by the sport’s governing 
body was “incredibly difficult news for fans, 
staff and players”. “We met with players and 
staff last week to explain why this action 
would be necessary and regrettably without 
assurances in place we have had to take this 
action to protect everyone’s best interests,” 
he said. 

Sweeney said he hoped a buyer could be 
secured to allow the club to return to profes-
sional rugby, saying that the RFU would seek 
to learn from the situation to address broader 
financial problems in English club rugby. 
“While it is the responsibility of each busi-
ness owner to manage their individual 
finances, we will look at learnings from this 
situation to see what regulation can be put in 
place to provide all parties with more finan-
cial transparency,” he added. 

 
Match off  

Worcester are not the only one of the 
Premiership’s 13 clubs facing potential finan-
cial collapse. Wasps, twice European champi-
ons, announced last week their intention to 
appoint administrators after failing to meet a 
May deadline to repay £35 million in bonds, 
which helped finance their relocation to 
Midlands city Coventry from London in 2014. 

There are fears Worcester and Wasps 
represent the tip of an iceberg, with the col-
lective debts of all Premiership clubs esti-
mated at more than £500 million. Speaking 
last week, Worcester rugby director Steve 
Diamond said: “We have been in this period 
of near-purgatory for a while now, and it is 
starting to come to a head. “I don’t know 
how it has got to this position. It is sad, and 
it is diabolical that it has been allowed to 
walk itself to the graveyard, virtually, and I 
never thought it would get to this position, 
but it has.” —AFP 

LeBron prioritizing  
fitness, not records,  
in the 20th season 

 
EL SEGUNDO: Los Angeles Lakers star LeBron 
James said Monday staying injury free will be his 
priority as he prepares for a 20th season in the 
NBA which could see him break Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar’s all-time scoring record. The 37-year-old 
heads into the campaign determined to lead the 
Lakers back to the playoffs after a dismal 2021-
2022 season that saw the franchise’s hopes torpe-
doed by a combination of injuries and poor form. 

James, who played just 56 times last season, told 
reporters at the Lakers media day maintaining fit-
ness would be his focus this season. “Just being 
available, that’s what’s most important,” James said. 
“Obviously some injuries you can’t control, but 
that’s my whole mindset. For me as one of the lead-
ers of the team, availability is the most important 
thing in this league - to be available on the floor.” 

James moved into second place in the NBA’s reg-
ular season points scoring standings in March, over-
taking Karl Malone during a game against the 
Washington Wizards. He enters the 2022-2023 sea-
son 1,325 points behind all-time regular season 
points leader Abdul-Jabbar - meaning that if he 

maintains his average points per game totals, the 
record should fall this season. James said however 
that he does not obsess about surpassing Lakers 
legend Abdul-Jabbar’s record. 

 
James ‘in awe’ of record  

“The only time I’ve thought about it is when 
someone’s posted something on my social media 
and I’ve been scrolling through my feed and I see 
it,” James said. “And every single time I’m kind of in 
awe of it, like ‘Wow’. “I’ve never played my career 
thinking about records, just making sure I’m in the 
best shape possible going into the season and being 
available. “But to sit here knowing I’m on the verge 
of breaking the most sought-after record in the 
NBA, is super humbling for myself and super cool. 
“To be able to be in the same breath as (Abdul 
Jabbar) who wore this same uniform and was a sta-
ple of this franchise, it’s super-duper dope to be in 
that conversation. 

“I’m not going to put too much pressure on (the 
record) throughout the season. But it’s a historical 
moment when it gets there, and as long as my family 
and friends are there to see it, that’s the most 
important thing.” James meanwhile spoke warmly 
about new Lakers coach Darvin Ham, the former 
Milwaukee Bucks assistant coach who replaced the 
sacked Frank Vogel in June. “Every single day it 
continues to get better and better and better, but I 
think the transparency that we have from the time 
he was granted the head coach here has been 

great,” James said. 
“We’ve had multiple conversations, not only 

about the game of basketball but things off the floor 
as well. I think it was well overdue for him to be a 
head coach. “I’m happy to be part of his journey 
and try to do some special things.” James, who last 
month inked a two-year contract extension with the 
Lakers, added that he remained firmly committed to 
the franchise that he joined in 2018. “I came here 
because I believed in the franchise and I’m still here. 
It’s literally that simple,” James said. “I’m committed 
to the franchise as long as my contract is here. I 
look forward to get going tomorrow.” —AFP

CALIFORNIA: LeBron James poses with a ball at the Los 
Angeles Lakers media day in El Segundo, California.  —AFP

Kuwait’s 17th  
Tennis Junior  
Championship  

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s 17th Tennis Junior (J5 
ALZAHRA) Championship concluded at the 
Kuwait Tennis Federation Courts at the Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
International Tennis Complex. 15 females from 
nine countries and 27 males from 11 countries 
participated in the event. The closing ceremony 
was held under the patronage and in the presence 
of Kuwait and Arab Tennis Federations Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 

Kuwait National team players Hussein Al-
Shatti and Yaqoub Mohammad won the first 

place and the gold medal of the doubles final - 
defeating Amirhosen Kepadkho from Iran and 
Seth Sadikov from Georgia in two sets to one. In 
the men’s singles, Hugo Soares from France won 
the first place, while Nordal Clausen from 
Denmark won the second place.  

For the Women’s Juniors Doubles, Munisa 
Ashurbekova from Uzbekistan and Renata 
Garaeva from Russia took the first place while 
Sreenidhi Balaji from India and Sahana Sanjeev 
from USA won the second place. Also, Munisa 
Ashurbekova from Uzbekistan won first place; 
Sahana Sanjeev from USA won second place in 
the Singles Juniors. 

This is the first of four Championships for 
Juniors of both genders under the supervision of 
the International Tennis Federation, and will con-
tinue until October 18. Players from various parts 
of the world will participate to collect ITF juniors 
ranking points. Kuwait’s Hussein Al-Shatti and 
Yaqoub Mohammad collected 9 singles points 
and 25 doubles respectively.

Singapore dressed  
up to party like it’s  
2019 for F1 return 

 
SINGAPORE: With tickets selling fast and party 
suites costing up to $70,000 a night, Singapore is put-
ting the pedal to the metal when it hosts Asia’s first 
Formula One race this weekend since the pandemic. 
Tens of thousands of fans are expected to converge 
for the Singapore Grand Prix from Friday to Sunday as 
the night race roars back after a two-year absence 
because of COVID.  

Adding to the party atmosphere, Red Bull’s Max 
Verstappen could retain his world title on the floodlit 
street circuit around the Marina Bay district. But one 
of the most glamorous races on the F1 calendar has 
always been about more than just the racing. Away 
from the track, the city-state will be letting its hair 
down with concerts by Westlife, Black Eyed Peas and 
Suede, plus American rapper Fatman Scoop and Dutch 
DJ Oliver Heldens.  

More upscale parties are boasting caviar and 
champagne on the menu, and diners can dig into an F1-
themed “Roaring Dinner Feast” and “Fuel Up Brunch”. 
About 25 corporate meetings and events, including the 
Forbes Global CEO Conference, are also scheduled, 
allowing executives to mix work and play. 

“It signals to the world that Singapore is back in 
business and that our ability to stage world-class, 

high-quality events remains undimmed,” Ong Ling 
Lee, an executive director at Singapore Tourism Board 
(STB), told AFP. Authorities have not released numbers, 
but ticket sales for Singapore’s biggest event since the 
pandemic have already exceeded 2019, when 268,000 
spectators watched, said Ong. Race tickets cost from 
Sg$98 ($70) to nearly Sg$10,000. 

 
‘Coming-out-of-COVID party’  

Singapore has removed all COVID restrictions, 
except for mask-wearing inside buses and metro 
trains, after vaccinating most of its population of nearly 
six million and deciding to live with the virus. “From a 
global perspective, this is the brightest light to shine on 
Singapore since the pandemic,” Song Seng Wun, an 
economist with CIMB Private Banking, told AFP. “This 
is Singapore’s grand coming-out-of-COVID party.” 

COVID wrecked Singapore’s economy with its 
deepest-ever recession in 2020 and in 2021 visitor 
arrivals plunged to 330,000, from 19.12 million in 2019. 
But it shifted to endemicity earlier this year and last 
week overtook Hong Kong as Asia’s premier finance 
centre in a global ranking list. Seeing Singapore 
emphatically open up has “put pressure” on other 
Asian economies such as Japan, Taiwan and Hong 
Kong to also relax travel curbs, said Song. 

“Formula One is also shining the spotlight on Asia in 
terms of who is seriously going back to business.” 
Hotel bookings have been brisk, even with room rates 
estimated to be up to 50 percent higher than they 
were pre-COVID. Prices have surged past Sg$2,000 a 
night, especially for those around the circuit. “There’s a 
lot of pent-up demand for those race enthusiasts look-

ing forward to come back to Singapore,” said Marcus 
Hanna, managing director of Fairmont Singapore and 
Swissotel The Stamford. 

 
$70,000 party suite  

For many, the socializing is as important as the 
racing. F1 after-party specialist Amber Lounge has a 
“Noir Suite” for up to 25 people at the five-star 
Fullerton Bay Hotel costing Sg$100,000 a night. The 
hotel’s F1-inspired dishes include a “Pit Stop Cake”. 
The nearby Marina Bay Sands casino and hotel com-
plex is offering a “Mandala Weekender”, where 
guests can enjoy a variety of musical entertainment 
and parties. —AFP 

SINGAPORE: Cars drive along the road used for the race 
track for the upcoming Formula One Singapore Grand Prix 
night race at the Marina Bay Street Circuit in Singapore on 
September 27, 2022. —AFP


