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SYDNEY: Two Mali players apologized on Tuesday after 
they fought each other at the women’s basketball World 
Cup, with governing body FIBA opening an investigation 
into the incident. The scuffle erupted in a media zone at the 
tournament in Sydney on Monday and was caught on cam-
era while Serbia’s Sasa Cado was being interviewed. Serbia 
had defeated Mali 81-68. 

A short video clip which has since been widely watched 
online showed Mali’s Salimatou Kourouma throwing at least 
three punches at teammate Kamite Elisabeth Dabou as a 
shocked Cado retreated. Other Mali players shouting “stop” 
rushed over to intervene and break up the fight. The two 
players fronted a press conference after their final tourna-
ment game, an 88-65 loss to Canada in which both fea-
tured, and apologized. 

“We are here to apologize for the image that was on 
social media, it was not our intention,” Dabou said as they 
sat side-by-side. “We were frustrated because of the loss 
and we’re here to apologise to the whole of the FIBA bas-
ketball World Cup. We are sorry.” They took no questions. 

FIBA said was investigating and once concluded “will 
decide on any applicable disciplinary measures”. Coach 
Joaquin Brizuela called the fracas a “sad incident”. “They 
are two of our key players and even though it was a sad 
incident, it was more about they wanted to play basketball 
at a higher level, and they did show that today,” he said 
through an interpreter. “We have learned a lot from playing 
this tournament.” Mali failed to win any of their five games 
after qualifying for their second World Cup as a late 
replacement for Nigeria, who pulled out citing administra-
tive difficulties around the sport in their country. 

Meanwhile, Puerto Rico booked the last quarter-final 
slot at the women’s basketball World Cup on Tuesday with 
a “fairytale” 92-73 win over South Korea, securing a knock-
out place for the first time. Mya Hollingshed drilled a game-
high 29 points and 12 rebounds in the do-or-die clash on 
the final day of group matches at the 10-day tournament in 
Sydney. Defeat consigned the Koreans to an early exit as 
17th-ranked Puerto Rico progressed with two wins from 
five in Group A, quickly taking the initiative to open an 18-

point lead after the first quarter. 
The Koreans, missing injured marquee star Park Ji-su, 

battled back in much tighter second and third quarters and 
came out on top in the fourth, but their slow start was fatal. 
“Obviously very proud of our team, we have a mix of young 
players with veteran players,” said Puerto Rico coach Jerry 
Batista. “So for us who have been here for a couple of years 
working and trying to develop Puerto Rico basketball, it is 
so great. “It is like a fairytale... it shows that if you work, you 
can achieve everything,” he added. 

Arella Guirantes has been a standout with her excep-
tional performances helping steer Puerto Rico to the play-
offs in only their second World Cup, having failed to win a 
game at their first tournament in 2018. The ever-dangerous 
shooting guard finished with 18 points, five rebounds and 
five assists. South Korean coach Jung Sun-min said her 
players were tired after a gruelling tournament, but was 
gracious in defeat. “The better team deserved the win 
today,” she said. 

Puerto Rico join 10-time champions the United States, 

hosts Australia, China, Belgium, Canada, France and Serbia in 
the last eight, which tips off on Thursday. Who faces who 
will be determined after the last group games. The USA have 
already clinched top spot in Group A and will face the third- 
or fourth-placed team from Group B. Whoever wins 
between China and Belgium will advance as Pool A’s second 
seed. France, Canada and Australia all have an opportunity 
to win Group B or finish second to avoid the mighty 
Americans, depending on how they fare in their final clashes. 

The French face Serbia and Canada take on a winless 
Mali, who are in disarray after two of their players were 
caught on camera fighting each other in a media zone after 
their loss on Monday. Footage showed Salimatou 
Kourouma throwing at least three punches at a teammate 
as other Mali players rushed to intervene, with governing 
body FIBA opening a disciplinary investigation. Australia 
have shaken off a rocky start against France to win three 
in a row and meet a Japanese team that has been a shad-
ow of the one that took silver at their home Olympics in 
Tokyo. —AFP

‘Frustrated’ Mali’s basketball  
duo apologize for WCup fight

Puerto Rico book women’s World Cup quarters for first time

Uzbekistan Futsal  
team crush  
Turkmenistan 8-0 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Uzbekistan Futsal team started the AFC 
Futsal Asian Cup Kuwait 2022 with a decisive win 
over Turkmenistan (8-0) in the first round of the 
second group competition on Tuesday. In group 
three, the current champions Iran will start their 

defense of the title against Indonesia, and will be 
followed by a match between Lebanon and China. 
Iran hold the record number of championships (12), 
and their only loss was in 2014 to Japan. The 
Iranian team are expected to lead the group. 

Indonesia’s team are among the tough teams. The 
Saudi team in the fourth group will have a tough 
match with Japan, which ended second in the previ-
ous championship, while Vietnam will face South 
Korea in the same group. Uzbekistan coach said the 
8-0 win against Turkmenistan in the championship 
opener does not send a message to other teams.  
“We are here to compete for the championship. We 
had a good offensive match and took advantage of 
the Turkmenistan defensive mistakes,” he said.

Bellingham gives  
England cause for  
hope at World Cup 

 
LONDON: England will head to the World Cup on 
a six game winless streak, their longest going into a 
major tournament, but lifted by the eye-catching 
performance of Jude Bellingham against Germany. 
The Three Lions were denied a morale-boosting 
win in an enthralling 3-3 draw against the four-time 
world champions at Wembley on Monday. At just 
19, Bellingham stepped forward to help spark a 
fightback from 2-0 down to 3-2 in the space of 12 
second-half minutes. 

The Borussia Dortmund midfielder started the 
move that resulted in Luke Shaw firing in England’s 
first goal from open play in more than 520 minutes. 
Bellingham then put his body on the line to win a 
penalty that Harry Kane converted to complete the 
comeback before Kai Havertz snatched a late 
equalizer for the visitors. “I think the biggest thing 
is he’s got a top-level mentality to compete,” said 
Southgate. 

“Yes, he’s got technical ability and he’s got ath-
letic prowess, but the thing that makes the differ-
ence with the top players is that mentality that they 
are never beaten. “They drive the game and they 
don’t look like they are fazed by any occasion and 
that’s what we are seeing.” Bellingham was in the 
England squad that reached a first major tourna-
ment final for 55 years at last year’s delayed Euro 
2020, but spent little time on the pitch. Southgate’s 
critics have pinpointed a stubbornness and loyalty 
to players who have performed for him in the past. 

That faith proved misplaced in the selection of 
Harry Maguire, who was at fault for Germany’s first 
two goals, even though the Manchester United 
captain has been dropped at club level. Bellingham 
could also have suffered from Southgate’s loyalty to 
the midfield pair of Declan Rice and Kalvin Phillips, 
who combined to great effect at Euro 2020. 
However, a shoulder injury to Phillips that could 
rule the Manchester City midfielder out of the 
World Cup in Qatar gave Bellingham an opportuni-
ty at Wembley that he took full advantage of. 

A child prodigy, Bellingham made his debut for 
Birmingham aged just 16. His boyhood club were 
mocked for retiring his 22 shirt number when he left 
the club after just one season in the first team. “He 
said he wanted to be a No 10 (creative midfielder). 
I said, ‘I think you can be a 22’,” Mike Dodds, 
Bellingham’s long-time academy coach, told The 
Athletic. “He asked what I meant and I said, ‘You 
can be a No 4, a No 8 and No 10 - someone who 
can do it all’.” Despite interest from Manchester 
United, he chose Dortmund because of the German 
giants’ reputation for developing young talent. 

Now into his third season in the Bundesliga, 
transfer speculation surrounds him again with 
United, Manchester City and Liverpool expected to 
battle for his signature next year - Dortmund are 
reportedly asking for £150 million ($160 million). “I 
was impressed when he was 17, imagine now he’s 
19,” said City boss Pep Guardiola after Bellingham 
scored against his side in the Champions League 
for the second time earlier this month. “He’s an 
exceptional player. —AFP 

KFH announces  
winners of packages  
to attend WCup  

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) announced the 
winners of the packages to attend FIFA World Cup in Qatar. 
This comes within “The Card is in Your Court” campaign 
with VISA, which offers customers several chances to win 
packages to attend the 2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar. The 
campaign is part of KFH’s keenness to continue offering its 
customers outstanding benefits when using KFH cards in 
their purchasing transactions. 

The winners of the packages to attend the FIFA World 
Cup in the first draw for VISA card holders are: Khaled Al-
Mutairi, Noora Al-Najdi, Mohammed Al-Mutairi, Sopash 
Thakshan, Jamal Al-Enezi, Mohammed Al-Mishri and the 
winners of Hesabi card holders are: Mariam Al-Hamad and 
Ali Al-Gabandi. The total number of winners in the campaign 
will be 16 winners, 4 of them will be Hesabi youth account 
customers.  

 
Prize packages 

Each winner will have a FIFA World Cup Qatar package 
which includes one travelling companion, return trip to Doha 
for 3 days by private jet, accommodation for 2 nights in a 5-
star hotel, transportation to and from Doha airport and 
Stadium, in addition to attending a quarter-final or semi-final 

match in a private cabin.  
Eligible purchasing transactions include all transactions 

made during the campaign period using KFH-VISA credit 
and prepaid cards through PoS, or online on local and inter-
national websites, in addition to all overseas purchasing 
transactions made using KFH-VISA debit cards through 
PoS, or online international websites. 

During the campaign period, a customer has one chance 
to enter the draw for each one (1) Kuwaiti Dinar spent of the 
total local purchasing transactions (including the purchasing 
made through online websites in Kuwaiti Dinar). 
Furthermore, customers have 10 chances to enter the draw 
for each one (1) Kuwaiti Dinar of the total purchasing trans-
actions spent overseas (including purchasing made online in 
foreign currencies).  

Launching the campaign with VISA contributes to grant-
ing customers an outstanding banking experience and win-
ning opportunities when using KFH-VISA cards. Offering 
the benefit to use the cards inside or outside Kuwait encour-
ages customers to use the cards in the local market and pro-
motes sales. KFH will continue collaborating with VISA for 
planning and launching more campaigns, as they have a pos-
itive impact on customer satisfaction, increasing usage rates 
and expanding KFH’s market share in banking cards of dif-
ferent types. 

 KFH has been always keen on contributing to launching 
distinguished campaigns that enhance customers’ banking 
experience and meet their aspirations, as well as maintain the 
Bank’s leadership in the banking cards market in Kuwait. 
KFH expressed its pride in the collaboration with VISA, 
especially following the huge success of KFH campaigns, 

services and innovative payment solutions which widely res-
onated in the market. The collaboration with VISA is an 
opportunity to adopt more digitalized payment solutions to 
make customers’ experience easier and more inclusive. 


