
LONDON: Gareth Southgate hopes England will
feel the benefit of being put under intense pressure
in recent days at the World Cup after fighting back
from 2-0 down to salvage a 3-3 draw against
Germany on Monday. The Three Lions had already
been relegated from the top tier of the Nations
League and will head to Qatar on a six-game win-
less run. The knives were being sharpened for
Southgate after his faith in Harry Maguire backfired
for two German goals early in the second half.

Centre-back Maguire has been publicly backed
by the England boss despite being dropped at club
level by Manchester United manager Erik ten Hag.
Ilkay Gundogan slotted home the opener from the
penalty spot after Maguire gifted possession to
Jamal Musiala and then chopped down the Bayern
Munich midfielder.

Kai Havertz then curled brilliantly into the top
corner after Maguire was disposed in the German
half. England had failed to score from open play in
any of their opening five games in Group A3. But
two goals in three minutes transformed the atmos-
phere around Wembley and the scrutiny on
Southgate’s position heading to Qatar. Luke Shaw
was also restored to the starting line-up despite his
lack of game time at United and started the fight-
back by volleying in at the back post.

Moments later, two of Southgate’s substitutes
combined to deadly effect as Bukayo Saka set up

Mason Mount to curl home. Harry Kane looked to
have completed the turnaround from the penalty
spot seven minutes from time after Nico
Schlotterbeck’s challenge on Jude Bellingham was
punished following a VAR review. Yet, there was
more drama to come as Nick Pope spilled Serge
Gnabry’s shot and Havertz pounced on the rebound
to snatch Germany a point.

Relief for Southgate
Despite the disappointment of a late equaliser,

there was relief for Southgate that England’s attack
finally came to life after accusations that his conser-
vative tactics were to blame for a lack of goals. “The
whole experience has been what we needed,” said
Southgate, who had been booed by England fans
after a 1-0 defeat to Italy in Milan on Friday.

“You are going to have pressure in a World Cup.
You can try to avoid pressure, but it’s coming. “It’s
better that we feel it and know how we deal with it.
The players reacted in the right way - we showed
character but a lot of quality.” The home side had
plenty of chances to end their goal drought even in
a scoreless first half. Raheem Sterling twice shot too
close to Marc-Andre ter Stegen with just the
German goalkeeper to beat, while Kane would have
had a tap in but for a poor cross from Phil Foden. 

Germany were seeking to bounce back from
their first defeat under Hansi Flick after their hopes

of reaching the Nations League final four were end-
ed by losing 1-0 at home to Hungary on Friday. “We
made individual mistakes - it can’t happen that we
give away a lead like that,” said a frustrated Flick.
“But we came back, that’s the positive. There’s some
work for us to do, but we’re optimistic.”

Germany came alive after the break with
Musiala, who played for England at youth level, par-
ticularly impressive. Dutch referee Danny Makkelie
needed the assistance of VAR to see Maguire’s
mistimed challenge on Musiala as he tried to atone
for his error in giving the ball away. Gundogan cool-
ly slotted into the bottom corner and it seemed
game over when Havertz arrowed home his shot
from outside the box with 23 minutes to go.

However, three goals in 11 minutes got the
England support back on side and gave the team
some impetus to build on heading to Qatar. Any
doubt over who Southgate will start in goal against
Iran on November 21 appears to over though, as
long as Jordan Pickford has recovered from a thigh
injury that kept him out of this squad. Pope has
impressed in his early weeks as Newcastle’s new
number one, but would have done much better to
palm Gnabry’s shot to safety and Havertz took full
advantage.

Italy, who will miss a second consecutive World
Cup, again found consolation in Europe as they won
2-0 in Budapest on Monday to edge Hungary for

first place in their Nations League group. Giacomo
Raspadori, who scored the winner against England
on Friday, poked the ball home after Wilfried
Gnonto had pounced on a poor Hungarian back
pass to give Italy the lead in the 27th minute.

“We needed these matches to restore enthusi-
asm, even if the World Cup remains an open wound
and we can not go back,” said Italy goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma. “We have to start again, we
have to do it for all of Italy.” Hungary, who started
the final round of games top of Group A3, fought
hard but Donnarumma made two miraculous saves
in quick succession in the 50th minute from Loic
Nego and Adam Szalai. — Agencies  
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BUDAPEST: Hungary’s midfielder Daniel Gazdag (left) and Italy’s defender Federico Dimarco vie for the ball during the UEFA Nations League Group 3 football match between Hungary and Italy in Budapest on
September 26, 2022. — AFP 

England rally in 6-goal thriller 
to ease pressure on Southgate

Italy beat Hungary; England salvage a 3-3 draw against Germany

Qatar’s service 
conscripts set 
for WCup duty
DOHA: Qatar has recalled some national serv-
ice conscripts from their civilian jobs to boost
stadium security during the World Cup, authori-
ties said Tuesday. With more than one million
fans expected to visit during the 32-nation tour-
nament, the Gulf state will be relying on foreign
security forces as well as its own army and
police for the massive operation.

Since 2014, all Qatari men aged between 18
and 35 have had to train for four months with
the military. The emir, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al-Thani, said in a recent interview that he was
considering extending national service to
women. Conscripts in key jobs can delay their
national service but some have been called in
for World Cup duties.

“Qatar’s national service program will con-
tinue as normal during the World Cup,” a gov-
ernment official said in a statement. “Recruits
completing their mandatory service will be sup-
ported by a small number of temporary recalls.
This is standard practice and happens every
year during major public events such as the
national day celebrations,” the official added.
Conscripts were also used for security duties
when Qatar held the world athletics champi-
onships in 2019 and the FIFA Arab Cup, a
rehearsal for the World Cup, last year.

Security guards from private companies and
thousands of World Cup volunteers have had
special training alongside the conscripts on han-
dling the huge crowds expected around the eight
stadiums in the Doha region, a security official
said. Qatar has more than 50,000 soldiers and
police, but is using thousands of private guards
for stadium security while foreign countries are
helping to police the streets. Turkey has agreed
to send 3,200 police during the World Cup and
diplomats said Pakistan and Morocco are also
expected to send forces. — AFP 

Lamb wonder-catch 
seals Cowboys win 
over Giants 23-16 
NEW YORK: CeeDee Lamb snagged a catch-of-
the-season contender as the Dallas Cowboys came
from behind to defeat the New York Giants 23-16 in
a hard-fought divisional battle on Monday.

Cowboys receiver Lamb plucked a one-handed
touchdown reception at the back of the end zone
from quarterback Cooper Rush’s pass to help Dallas
into a 20-13 lead at the Giants’ MetLife Stadium in
East Rutherford.

Lamb’s go-ahead touchdown atoned for a blun-
der in the first half, when the wide-open Cowboys
receiver dropped an easy pass that should have
ended in a 52-yard touchdown. Instead, the
Cowboys headed into half-time with only a slender
6-3 lead after two Brett Maher field goals either
side of a 42-yard three-pointer from the Giants’
Graham Gano.

The Giants threatened to make Dallas pay for
Lamb’s missed touchdown after the break, with
Gano kicking them level with a 51-yard field goal in
the third quarter. Giants running back Saquon
Barkley then produced a dynamic 36-yard rush for
a touchdown to give New York a 13-6 lead. But the
Cowboys responded impressively, with Rush lead-
ing the team on a 75-yard drive that ended with
running back Ezekiel Elliott barreling over for a
touchdown from one-yard to make it 13-13 at the
end of the third quarter.

Lamb then hauled in his wonder-catch after an
89-yard drive to give Dallas the lead at 20-13, and
after the Cowboys forced a stop from the Giants on
the next drive, they went back down the field and
stretched their lead with a Maher field goal to make
it 23-13. Gano reduced the deficit with a 51-yard
field goal, but Dallas’s Trevon Diggs snared an inter-
ception inside the final two minutes to effectively
seal victory.

NFL scraps Pro Bowl 
The NFL is to replace its traditional Pro Bowl

game with a week-long skills competition and non-
contact flag football contest, the league announced
on Monday. In a statement, the NFL said that rather
than the full-contact game between NFC and AFC

players, next year would see the introduction of the
“Pro Bowl Games”. The multi-day event will pit the
best players from the AFC and NFC against each
other in a series of skills-based events. The week
will conclude with a flag football game at Allegiant
Stadium in Las Vegas on February 5.

Flag football is a non-contact variation of grid-
iron. Instead of tackling, players must remove a flag
attached to a belt from the ball carrier. “We’ve
received invaluable feedback from players, teams
and fans about reimagining the Pro Bowl, and as a
result, we’re thrilled to use The Pro Bowl Games as
a platform to spotlight flag football as an integral
part of the sport’s future,” said Peter O’Reilly, the
NFL’s executive vice president of club, business and
league events. — AFP 

EAST RUTHERFORD: Saquon Barkley #26 of the New York Giants runs the ball to score a 36 yard touch-
down against the Dallas Cowboys during the third quarter in the game at MetLife Stadium on September
26, 2022. — AFP 


