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News in brief

Kuwaitis vote in ‘election 
of hope’ for a new Kuwait

Polls seen as golden opportunity to lift Kuwait out of political turmoil
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti voters head to the bal-
lots on Thursday to elect a new parliament 
in a historic election, hoping to see an end 
to non-stop political bickering and put the 
oil-rich country back on the right track 
following years of turmoil. The snap elec-
tions were called after HH the Amir inter-
vened and dissolved the National 
Assembly in August, barely 20 months 
after it was elected, after disputes between 
the former government and opposition 
MPs reached a deadlock. 

The election, the 17th since 1963 when 
Kuwait became the first Gulf nation to 
embrace parliamentary democracy, also 
come after HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, through HH the 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, appointed a new prime min-

ister who is hailed as a reformist. HH Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah immediately 
took a series of measures to fight alleged 
corruption in elections by introducing two 
key reform decrees and cracking down on 
vote-buying and outlawed tribal primaries 

that were rife in previous elections. 
The optimistic tone was set by an “his-

toric” Amiri address, read by HH the 
Crown Prince, in which he pledged that the 
government will not interfere in the polls 
or in the election of the Assembly speaker. 
Candidates across the board hailed the 
speech as unprecedented and historic, 
saying it has paved the way for a bright 
future for the country and ends or at least 
contains political disputes and allows the 
government and Assembly to cooperate 
for the interests of Kuwait. 

As a result of political disputes, Kuwait 
held 10 general elections since 2003, two 
of which were revoked by court, compared 
to just nine elections in the first 40 years 
of democracy. Between 2006 and now, 
parliament was dissolved five times and 
was revoked by the constitutional court on 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait celebrates on 
Thursday the second anniversary of 
HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s procla-
mation as the country’s top leader, 
its guide toward further develop-
ment and modernization. The occa-
sion coincides with elections for 
membership in the National 
Assembly’s 17th legislative term, in 
line with HH the Amir’s visionary guid-
ance urging for revising the political 
situation for attaining higher national 
interests.  — KUNA (See Page 3) 

Kuwait marks 2nd ’versary 
of Amir’s proclamation

HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

Mawlid holiday on Oct 9 
 
KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission 
announced that Sunday, October 9, 2022 will 
be a public holiday on the occasion of the 
Prophet’s (PBUH) birthday.

Pope to visit Bahrain in Nov 
 
VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis will in 
November visit Bahrain, home to the biggest 
Catholic church in the Arabian Peninsula, the 
Vatican said Wednesday. Francis, 85, will be the 
first pope ever to visit the majority-Muslim Gulf 
country. “Accepting the invitation of the civil 
and ecclesial authorities, Pope Francis will make 
the announced apostolic journey to Bahrain 
from November 3 to 6 this year,” the Vatican 
said in a short statement. — AFP (See Page 5)

US admits killing 12 civilians 
 
WASHINGTON: The US military killed 12 
civilians in 2021, all in Afghanistan, according to 
a Pentagon report released Tuesday. The 
Department of Defense “assesses that there 
were approximately 12 civilians killed and 
approximately five civilians injured during 2021 
as a result of US military operations,” said the 
report. — AFP

India bans Islamist group 
 
NEW DELHI: India banned the Popular Front 
of India (PFI), an Islamist group, and its affili-
ates for five years on Wednesday over alleged 
terrorism links, after a nationwide crackdown 
that saw hundreds of the organization’s mem-
bers arrested. The PFI denies involvement in 
extremist activity and says it is the subject of a 
“witch hunt” by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Hindu nationalist government. Actions 
against the PFI were “a conscious attempt by 
the Modi government to spread Islamophobia 
among the public and demonize Muslims as a 
community”, tweeted CPIML Liberation, a 
communist party. — AFP (See Page 7)

MUSCAT: Oman’s Sultan Haitham bin Tariq Al-Said bids farewell to UAE 
President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan on the conclusion of his 
visit to Oman on Sept 28, 2022. — AFP 

JENIN: Mourners bid farewell to Abed Hazem after he was killed in a 
Zionist raid on Sept 28, 2022, during his funeral in a mosque. — AFP 

DUBAI: A new $3 billion railway is to 
link Oman’s Sohar port with Abu Dhabi, 
capital of the United Arab Emirates, 
officials said on Wednesday. The 303-
km railway, with passenger trains travel-
ling up to 200 km per hour, will join up 
with the UAE’s national network that is 
now under construction. The joint ven-
ture between Oman Rail and the UAE’s 
Etihad Rail was agreed during a visit by 
UAE President Mohamed bin Zayed to 
the Omani capital Muscat. 

“The railway... promises huge strate-
gic economic and social gains,” 
Abdulrahman Salim Al-Hatmi, Group 
CEO of Oman Rail’s parent company 

Asyad, said in a statement issued by the 
Abu Dhabi government. Sohar, a deep-
sea port on the Gulf of Oman and itself a 
joint venture with the port of Rotterdam, 
bills itself as a nexus of trade between 
Asia and Europe. 

No finish date was given for the proj-
ect. A multibillion-dollar railway linking 
the six Gulf Cooperation Council coun-
tries has languished since a feasibility 
study was approved in 2004. When 
completed, Etihad Rail, the UAE net-
work, will operate 1,200 km of track 
connecting all seven emirates and the 
border of neighboring Saudi Arabia, as 
well as Oman. 

Construction is 70 percent finished, 
according to its website, although the 
first stage - a remote line transporting 
sulphur through the Abu Dhabi desert - 
began full operations in 2016. — AFP 

$3bn railway to 
link Oman, UAE

JENIN: A Zionist raid targeting 
alleged militants in a West Bank flash-
point killed four Palestinians on 
Wednesday, the Palestinian health min-
istry said, including the brother of a 
man blamed for a deadly attack in Tel 
Aviv. The violence was the latest to hit 
Jenin, in the north of the Zionist-occu-
pied West Bank, an area that has seen 
near daily clashes between Zionist 
troops and Palestinian gunmen since an 
escalation that began in March. 

Jenin deputy governor Kamal Abu 
al-Rub told AFP that Wednesday’s 

raid was “the most violent that the 
occupation army has carried out since 
the start of the year”. The Palestinian 
health ministry recorded four dead 
and 44 wounded by live fire in the lat-
est Zionist operation. Among them 
was Abed Hazem, whose brother Raad 
was named as the killer of three 
Zionists in a shooting spree in Tel 
Aviv’s busy nightlife district in April. 

Raad Hazem was shot dead after a 
massive Zionist manhunt. Zionist 
forces have for months been pursuing 
Abed and Raad’s father Fathi, who 
attended his son’s funeral on 
Wednesday. Mohammed Al-Haj 
Qasem, head of operations at Jenin’s 
Ibn Sina Hospital, said the clashes 
were the worst since the facility 
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Zionists kill 4 
in Jenin raid 

ZARGWEZ, Iraq: Iran launched cross-border mis-
sile and drone strikes that killed nine people in 
Iraq’s Kurdistan region Wednesday after accusing 
Kurdish armed groups based there of stoking a 
wave of unrest that has rocked the Islamic republic. 
The Sept 16 death of Kurdish Iranian woman Mahsa 

Amini, 22, while in the custody of Iran’s morality 
police has sparked a major wave of protests and a 
crackdown that has left scores of demonstrators 
dead over the past 12 nights. 

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps has in 
recent days accused the Iraq-based Kurdish groups 
of “attacking and infiltrating Iran from the northwest 
of the country to sow insecurity and riots and 
spread unrest”. After several earlier Iranian cross-
border attacks that caused no casualties, a barrage 
of missiles and drones on Wednesday claimed nine 
lives and wounded 32, said the regional health min-

ister in Arbil, Saman al-Barazanji, while visiting 
some off the wounded in a hospital in the capital of 
Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan region. 

“There are civilians among the victims”, includ-
ing one of those killed, a senior official of the 
Kurdistan region earlier told AFP. An AFP corre-
spondent reported smoke billowing from locations 
hit, ambulances racing to the scene and residents 
fleeing, at Zargwez, about 15 km from Sulaimaniyah, 
as medics were treating the wounded. In Baghdad, 
Iraq’s federal government called in the Iranian  
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