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We live in an age where women’s issues are 
getting an unprecedented amount of spot-
light, perhaps, for the first time in media his-

tory - ever since the suffragettes earned their spot with 
their cries, “votes for women” in the early twentieth 
century, that would go on to later echo across the 
world. With the onset of the digital media especially, 
women’s issues today resonate much further than their 
geographical space - a reason why what happens even 
in digitally closeted countries almost instantaneously 
ends up becoming an issue of international interest. 

Away from the noise and the distractions - we must 
not forget that in the digital world, news is news for just 
two seconds - so, once that fades away, are we truly 
capturing the essence of the issues faced by women 
worldwide? What is the reason behind women facing 
such obvious derision of their rights even now, despite 
the advancements, even in progressive countries? Are 
we conditioned to be a certain way? 

Conditioning especially cultural conditioning is often 
strongly and mostly felt, by women, across societies. If 
we look at societies that function on the contemporary 
model or away from it, the social and cultural condition-
ing starts early for women - from the way they are sup-
posed to eat, sit, talk, think and so on. As a society, we 
obviously need a certain level of conditioning to help 
smoothen the way for young ones to be able to live in 
societies or to be able to independently live out their lives 
in what may be viewed as appropriate behaviour, for the 
times we live in. And since mothers or women often are 
primary caretakers in more ways than one, a lot of the 
social and cultural rights and wrongs fall on women. Add 
to that, we not only often train ourselves in that but hav-
ing young ones means that we need to train others, little 
minds, to follow the cue on this well-travelled road.  

However, since social or cultural conditioning and its 
impact, as with other behavioural sciences, cannot truly 
be measured, we may be unaware of how much of con-
ditioning can actually help us to be able to survive and 
how much of it threatens our very existence as human 
beings? We are, after all, individuals with our own set of 
fingerprints, not moulded figurines, all looking the same, 
produced in a mass factory. As young daughters, 
chances are we have heard our moms or matriarchs tell 
us plainly, firmly and perhaps more than once, “This is 
how we are”, much to our annoyance then. 

Yet, often with time and as we age, we do shed a 
lot of our conditioning, the realities of our existences 
speaking loudly to us, but by then it is already too 
late. Our bodies are no longer reliable, our minds jad-
ed by the raw experiences we have had and so we do 
the safest thing we can think of - pass along the 
baton and tell our younger ones not to let it drop. But, 
perhaps, just maybe, if we leave a little more room in 
our homes for young minds to develop themselves as 
individuals, away from all that they are naturally 
expected to do, we would not have to witness mid-
dle-aged women having to march with placards on 
the streets or cut their hair off in public, in absolute 
frustration of never having had a space where they 
simply could be themselves.
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Foreign Minister 
Dr Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah took part in 
the 66th IAEA general conference of 
2022 in Vienna on Tuesday, giving a 
speech addressing both members 
and constituents alike. He began by 
thanking the members for their 
efforts to put together the confer-
ence and also thanked Director 
General of the IAEA, Rafael Grossi 
and his staff  for their efforts to 
uphold such a gathering in material-
izing the agency’s goals. 

He said that Kuwait had donated 
$200,000 for the final stage of the 
modernization of its nuclear applica-
tions laboratories in Seibersdorf, near 
Vienna, putting the total amount of 
Kuwaiti donations to the project 
since its launching in 2015 at $1.7 mil-
lion. In the subsequent review of the 
2021 yearly report of the agency, the 
minister expressed Kuwait’s satisfac-
tion with the path of cooperation tak-
en between Kuwait and the IAEA. 
“Cooperation has been exquisite on a 
wide variety of existing projects 

including nuclear technical applica-
tions in the oil industry, production of 
genetically modified crops, freshwa-
ter aquifers and cancer treatment, 
including research on the feasibility 
of using small reactors to produce 
electric energy,” Al-Sabah said. 

He went on to say that this has 
encouraged Kuwait to host a number 
of events relating to these efforts and 
to plan other regional activities this 
year in the areas of energy, agricul-
ture, water, soil and food. Specialists 
will also be working on a variety of 
projects, such as Zoonotic Disease 
Integrated Action (Zodiac) and will 
also be hosting training programs 
early next year for members of the 
Asian and Pacific regions, to able to 
run sample tests by using the modern 
research vessel ‘Al-Mustakshif ’ , 
which is equipped with the latest 
research equipment. 

On nuclear power and its uses, the 
Foreign Affairs Minister called on 
North Korean authorities to adhere 
to international treaties and pertinent 
Security Council resolutions, while 

also urging Iran to firmly stick to the 
UNSC resolution 2231 of the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action and 
sign the additional protocol to help 
provide a more credible source of 
trustworthy information on the cur-
rent situation of the nuclear facilities 
in Iran. 

He reiterated Kuwait’s keenness on 
being part of a Middle East region, 

free of any Weapons of Mass 
Destruction (WMD), in adherence to 
the 1995 treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of nuclear weapons 
(NPT), while also stressing on the 
importance of the Zionist entity’s 
compliance to the NPT as a non-
nuclear weapons party and subjecting 
all its facilities to IAEA’s safeguarding 
protocols.  —KUNA
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VIENNA: Dr Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah e-participates in the 66th 
IAEA General Conference of 2022. —KUNA Photo

National Guard lauds 
engineer, initiates 
visit to schools 

 
KUWAIT: National Guard Undersecretary, Hashem 
Al-Refaei, has congratulated cyber security engineer, 
Ahmad Ali Abdullah who was chosen as one of the 
best cybersecurity leaders in the Middle East for the 
year 2022 by the biggest assembly of global consult-
ant companies in the field. The Undersecretary’s con-
gratulation was made on behalf of the Head of the 
National Guard, Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Salem Al-

KUWAIT: General Riyadh Tiwari with students.

KFF conducts  
metal protection  
workshop 

 
KUWAIT: The Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) has initi-
ated a workshop in cooperation with Jotun, to 
understand how metals can be better protected, 
held at the Four Seasons Hotel on Wednesday. The 
workshop was attended by the Head of Prevention 

at the KFF, Khaled Abdullah and discussed differ-
ent painting techniques and the latest global fea-
tures as well as the technical application proce-
dures regarding metal structures. Moreover, they 
discussed the types of materials used for protec-
tion and levels of fire prevention with regards to 
the thickness of the structures and materials. 
Abdullah thanked the participants of the workshop 
for their efforts and added that he hoped the 
workshop would benefit public interest and pre-
vent the spread of fires in metal structures. The 
KFF promotes the latest ways to prevent fires 
through lectures and workshops.

KUWAIT: KFF and Jotun officials at the jointly held workshop.

Sabah, who said that the achievement was an evi-
dence of the Guard’s success and its application of 
the latest technologies within its cybersecurity pro-
cedures. He also said that it showcased the quality of 
the members of the National Guard, highlighting 

their exceptional talent in many fields. Meanwhile, 
General Riyadh Tiwari led a team to visit schools to 
encourage them and to convey the regards of the 
management for the students, at the start of the new 
academic year.

KUWAIT: Hashem Al-Refaei congratulates cyber security engineer, Ahmad Ali Abdullah.

KUWAIT: General Riyadh Tiwari distributes gifts to students.


