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KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait celebrates on 
Thursday, the second anniversary of His Highness the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s 
proclamation as the country’s top leader - its guide 
toward further development and modernization. The 
occasion coincides with the elections for membership 
to the National Assembly’s 17th legislative term, in 
line with His Highness the Amir’s visionary guidance, 
urging for revising the political situation in Kuwait for 
the betterment of the country’s national interests. 

His Highness the Amir, in a declaration made on his 
behalf by His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on June 22, 
announced constitutional dissolution of the National 
Assembly (parliament) and called for general elec-
tions according to constitutional and legal schedules.  

His Highness the Amir stated, “Our goal behind the 
constitutional dissolution is a sincere desire to see 
the people’s wish happen - on remedying the politi-
cal process path anew by a sound election of their 
representatives.” The declaration was a follow-up to 
His Highness the Amir’s gracious initiative, made pub-
lic by the government on Nov 7, 2021, when His 
Highness Sheikh Nawaf practiced his constitutional 
right, granting amnesty for a number of prosecuted 
citizens. The announcement was designed to bolster 
cooperation between the executive and legislative 
authorities and bring together the potential for serv-
ing the homeland and the citizens. His Highness the 
Amir, on many occasions, affirmed his keenness on 
safeguarding the national unity as a fence that would 
protect Kuwait and its people in the face of perils 
and challenges. 

Moreover, His Highness the Amir, in a statement 

read by His Highness the Crown Prince on April 24, 
marking the last ten days of the fasting month of 
Ramadan, noted that reforms would require time 
and patience as well as the people’s unity. “We will 
spare no efforts in protecting our dear homeland’s 
accomplishments and we will not hesitate to take 
decisions to protect its security and stability in the 
shadow of our democracy, our constitution, tradi-
tions and norms. 

The country, over the past two years, under His 
Highness the Amir’s leadership, witnessed a follow-
up of the development that had been initiated by his 
predecessors, while he was preoccupied with fol-
lowing up on issues that concerned the citizens, the 
legislative, executive and judicial authorities. His 
Highness the Amir supported all stakeholders who 
contributed to pushing development forward, 
enhancing national cadres’ skills, stimulating the 
economy, creating investment opportunities, caring 
for the youth and backing the education, health and 
housing sectors. 

His Highness the Amir also maintained the policy 
of coordination with Arab leaders regarding region-
al issues, with a special emphasis on the Palestinian 
cause, as a priority in the Arab world. With regards 
to foreign nations, His Highness the Amir adopted a 
policy of respecting every country’s sovereignty, 
abiding by non-intervention in their domestic 
affairs, the international legitimacy, safeguarding 
global peace and security and settling strife among 
states through mutual dialogues.  

Kuwait declared its allegiance to His Highness 
the Amir on Sept 29, 2020, succeeding the late Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, a coro-

nation that capped Sheikh Nawaf’s long record of 
accomplishments in the service in a chain of ranking 
posts. On the historic day, His Highness Sheikh 
Nawaf was proclaimed Kuwait’s Amir in line with 
the constitution’s 4th article of Law 4 (1964), 
according to which the Crown Prince would be the 
Amir’s successor. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf took 
the top office following 58 years of service in many 
ranking positions - as Governor of Hawally, 
Minister of Interior and Defense, Minister of Social 
Affairs and Labor and Deputy Chief of the National 
Guard. The last post he had held before being pro-
claimed Amir was the Crown Prince’s position, 
according to an Amiri Order by the late Amir 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad on Feb 7, 2006. On Sept 
30, His Highness Sheikh Nawaf took the constitu-
tional oath as the Amir of the State of Kuwait dur-
ing a National Assembly session, in line with the 
constitution provision 60. 

Born on June 25, 1937, he was the sixth son of 
the late Amir Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
Kuwait’s 10th Amir, who ruled between 1921 and 
1950. On Feb 12, 1962, he was appointed by the late 
Amir, Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah as 
Hawally Governor, serving in the post until March 
19, 1978, when he was named Minister of Interior 
during the era of the late Amir, Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and remained at the 
helm of the Internal Affairs department until June 
26, 1988, when he was appointed Minister of 
Defense. Following Kuwait’s liberation from the fla-
grant Iraqi occupation in 1991, His Highness Sheikh 
Nawaf took the social affairs and labor portfolio on 
April 20, 1991, and remained in this post until Oct 

17, 1992. On Oct 16, 1994, His Highness Sheikh 
Nawaf took the post of the Deputy Chief of the 
National Guard until  July 13, 2003, when he 
became the Minister of Interior, serving in this 
department until he was declared as the Heir 
Apparent. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf is well 
known as a firm advocate of righteousness, values 
and unity of the Kuwaiti people and is dedicated to 
the service of the homeland.  —KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received letters of congratulations from the 
National Guard Chiefs; His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-
Sabah, His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah and His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah on the second anniversary 
of his coronation as the Amir of the State of Kuwait. 

His Highness the Amir sent messages in reply to the 
Highnesses expressing deep gratitude for their kind and broth-
erly sentiments on the occasion, hoping that His Almighty may 
lead the homeland, its security, safety and prosperity. He also 
said that he hoped that all efforts aimed at promoting the sta-
tus of the homeland be well guided and the country’s status be 
elevated further, also wishing to see further progress and 
prosperity. His Highness the Amir also wished Their Highnesses 
all good health and wellbeing.  —KUNA

Kuwaitis to vote  
in Parliament  
elections   
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti voters will go to the polls 
on Thursday, across five electoral constituen-
cies, to cast their votes and elect members of 
the National Assembly (Parliament) for the 17th 
legislative term of 2022. Voters wil l  bear 
responsibility to reshape the course of the 
political scene and choose the right candidates 
that would best serve them and the nation. 
While being presented with the ballot paper, 
voters would recall His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s 
speech, which was delivered on his behalf by 
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, stressing on 
choosing strong, trustworthy, and candidates 
faithful to Almighty Allah and then his country 
and those who puts the interest of Kuwait and 
its people above everything else. Among the 
305 candidates running for the National 
Assembly elections, 795,911 Kuwaitis wil l 
choose 50 members to represent them in the 
Parliament. The voting process, which takes 
place according to the one-vote system, will 
start from 8:00 am and will be held until 8:00 
pm local time, after which heads of the electoral 
committees will announce the end of the voting 
process and begin the counting of votes fol-
lowed by the announcement of the official 
results later on. 

The first constituency will have 48 candidates 
with 100,185 eligible voters. The second con-
stituency will also have 48 candidates compet-
ing to win the votes of 90,478 eligible voters. In 
the third constituency, 47 candidates will com-
pete to win votes from 138,364 eligible voters. 
The fourth constituency will see 80 candidates 
competing to win votes out of 208,971 voters. 
Lastly, the fifth constituency will witness 82 
candidates competing to win votes out of 
257,913 voters. In terms of eligible voters, every 
Kuwaiti who has reached the age of 21 on 
polling day, after he or she is automatically reg-
istered in the voters’ list, must bring his or her 
citizenship certificate and civil identification 
card to the polling station. 

In the event of losing the citizenship certifi-
cate, the Ministry of Interior’s General 
Administration of Nationality and Travel 

Documents is ready to receive the voters on 
polling day and issue a certificate so as to 
enable them to vote. Voters could inquire about 
the polling stations via the Sahel application or 
visit the website of the Ministry of Interior. The 
Ministry’s Elections Affairs Department has also 
al located a hotl ine number (1889-888) to 
respond to any inquiries from voters from 8:00 
am until 8:00 pm on Thursday. The 2022 elec-
tions will be held in line with Decree No. 136 of 
August 2, 2022 to dissolve the previous 
Assembly due to ‘incompatibility, non-coopera-
tion, differences, conflicts, giving priority to 
personal interests, including practices and 
behaviors that threaten national unity.’ The 
political leadership decided ‘to opt for the peo-
ple of Kuwait and respect their wishes, so that 
they can correct the course of the political 
scene in a manner that achieves the country’s 
best national interests.’ The political leadership 
also underlined to citizens, the importance of 
the country’s future and requirements of the 
next phase, to elect better representatives, to 
reflect their aspirations, achieve their hopes and 
implement their desires, expressing hope that 
the choice will not be based on bias to the sect, 
tribe or a group at the expense of the nation. 

In August, a Decree No. 147 of 2022 was also 
issued to decide Sept 29 as a day for voting, in 

which government departments would be on 
holiday. Preparations for voting day by the gov-
ernment were finalized, in order to provide the 
most suitable atmosphere for voters to perform 
their national duty to the fullest. Police forces 
will be deployed to facilitate and simplify the 
procedures during voting day. The Ministry of 
Education announced the designation of 123 
schools as poll ing stations, including five 
schools, which were chosen as main committees, 
and 118 schools which were chosen as sub-com-
mittees polling stations distributed across all 
f ive constituencies. Meanwhile, Director-
General of Kuwait Municipality and Chairman 
of the Joint Committee for the National 
Elections (Umma 2022) Ahmad Al-Manfouhi 
said that they have adopted an integrated plan 
to organize and facilitate the voting process in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Interior and 
other bodies concerned with elections to high-
light the country’s democratic practices in its 
finest depiction. The Ministry of Information 
also confirmed its readiness to carry out a com-
prehensive and detailed coverage through a 
network of correspondents, five external stu-
dios and a central studio for television coverage 
from 8 am to 8 pm, in addition to Studio 800, to 
cover the vote counting hub and announce the 
results swiftly and accurately. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Morino Yasunari with JKA officials and participants at the event.

Embassy of Japan  
holds event for JKA 

 
KUWAIT: The Embassy of Japan held a gath-
ering party with Japan Karate Association 
(JKA) Kuwait at the Ambassador’s residence. 
In  h is  opening remarks, His  Excel lency 
Ambassador of  Japan to Kuwait , Morino 
Yasunari congratulated JKA Kuwait on having 
the training camp and championship this year, 
after a long suspension due to the pandemic.  

Yasunari also appreciated the cooperation 
between OKUMA Koichiro, a Karate instruc-
tor and the JKA HQ and JKA Kuwait. He also 
expressed his delight on seeing many Karate 
players in Kuwait, especially from the younger 
generation, who are dedicated to practicing 
the sport which originated in Japan.  

Ali Khuraibat, General Manager of JKA 
Kuwait, mentioned in his speech that Karate is 
not a martial art for fighting with others but 
for fighting with the negativity in oneself, 
adding that Karate trainings help to improve 
the calmness in one’s mind as well as the self-
discipline.

 

On behalf of France, 
I wish to extend 
my sincere con-

gratulations to His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, on the 
second anniversary of his 
assumption of power in 
the country. France and 
Kuwait share strong 
friendly and historical 
relationships that bind 
the two countries. Kuwait is an important partner 
for France, which attaches great importance to its 
balanced diplomacy and its democratic principles. 
During these two years, local issues, the youth and 
economic development, including the promotion of 
investment opportunities have been at the heart of 
His Highness the Amir’s concerns. We look forward 
to further strengthening and deepening our bilat-
eral cooperation for the benefit of our two coun-
tries. We are convinced that the new elections and 
a new government will give a new impetus towards 
a prosperous and stable Kuwait. On this occasion, 
I wish the best of success and health to His 
Highness the Amir, peace and well-being to the 
people of Kuwait. 

Anne Claire Legendre 
Ambassador of France to Kuwait


