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    News in brief

     Photo of the day

KUWAIT: An aerial view of the Gulf Road. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Voters with no original IDs can  
vote with temporary certificates  
 
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Interior declared on 
Wednesday that voters in the National Assembly 2022 
elections must present an original identity card or the 
substitute temporary identification paper used in the 
polls, to be able to vote in the upcoming elections. In a 
statement, the MoI said that the voters who lost their 
IDs should apply at the office of the Directorate General 
of Citizenship and Passports on the day of the election 
to obtain the certificate, so that they may be admitted at 
the ballot stations and allowed to cast their votes. The 
temporary certificate can be obtained at the citizenship 
department in Al-Dajeej district. An applicant must 
present an ID card and a copy, in addition to two close-
up photos. Sahel and the MoI websites have also pro-
vided various information needed for the voters. The 
election affairs administration can be contacted on the 
phone number 1889888 for any inquiry. —KUNA 
 
 
Kuwait tops Arab  
investments in Jordan  
 
JORDAN: Kuwaiti investments in Jordan have reached 
$18 billion, making Kuwait the biggest Arab country to 
invest in the Hashemite Kingdom, Kuwaiti Ambassador in 
Amman, Aziz Al-Daihani said. Speaking to reporters on 
the sidelines of his participation in the Gulf-Jordanian 
economic forum in Amman, Al-Daihani hailed the deeply-
rooted ties between the two Arab countries and added 
that he hoped the forum would help strengthen partner-
ships between the private sectors in Kuwait and Jordan 
respectively. The Kuwaiti envoy also noted that the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) investments in Jordan were 
distributed across all economic and service sectors and 
significantly contributed to the Jordanian economy in cre-
ating new job openings for Jordanians. Earlier, Secretary 
General of the GCC, Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf stated that the 
size of trade exchange between GCC countries and 
Jordan during 2013-2020 reached $57 billion. —KUNA 
 
 
Stateless ID regulation exempted 
across MoE, MoH and MoHE  
 
KUWAIT: The Cabinet has made a decision to allow 
stateless residents who have expired IDs to finish their 
work in the education ministry, health ministry and the 
higher education ministry. The decision was made for 
those stateless residents whose identification cards 
have expired and are part of the central system but 
continue to work in the three ministries, informed 
sources told Kuwait Times. 
 
 
Interior and Commerce ministries  
to supervise car rental offices 
 
KUWAIT: A joint committee has been formed by the 
interior and commerce ministry to supervise car rental 
offices in all governorates of the country. The committee 
will ensure that these offices are following rules and reg-
ulations of the ministries and collaborate with the gov-
ernment entities for consumer protection and the insur-
ance sectors. The committee is planning to perform 
detailed inspective campaigns across all governorates. 

Security committee  
plans to fix  
issues with taxis 
 
KUWAIT: The ministerial security committee has announced 
plans to look into suggestions regarding the taxi situation in 
Kuwait and the noticeable increase in licensing that has been 
issued to them as well as its effects on traffic and the demo-
graphic imbalance. “The suggestion enlisted is part of a main 
report made by the traffic higher council and has gained the 
approval from the management in the interior ministry. We are 
waiting for a security committee to look into the plans for con-
firmation as it is connected to many other sectors such as trans-
portation and investment,” sources told Kuwait Times. 

“The report also requires limiting taxi jobs to retired 
Kuwaitis, stateless residents, children of Kuwaiti mothers and 
GCC residents only, as there is a high demand for this job. 
Moreover, retired Kuwaitis will be allowed to drive their taxis 
with individual licenses without having to work for a taxi com-
pany,” sources added. 

Meanwhile, sources also said that, “The taxi market needs to 
be organized as soon as possible as the large number of taxis 
causes disturbance to traffic as there are more than 20,000 taxi 
vehicles, with many violations reported against them.” “More 
than 20,000 expatriates currently work as taxi drivers in specif-
ic areas which is causing a disturbance in residential areas as 
well, as it has a negative impact on the environment due to their 
numbers and the old vehicles that they drive,” sources added.  

Sources also said that, “licenses for expatriate taxis will not be 
given to new arrivals and will instead be replaced with retired 
Kuwaitis, stateless residents, children of Kuwaiti mothers and GCC 
nationals, as they are already in the country which will be positive 
for the population demographic.” “The suggestion will not hurt 
businessmen who run taxi agencies because it does not mean the 
cancellation of their services, but they will continue to function 
within the same regulations but with the rule of limiting the num-
ber of taxis per company,” sources added.  

By Majd Othman  
 
KUWAIT: Changes in people’s lifestyles in the past 
years made them decide to become healthier and 
exercise more to maintain a healthier body and get 
into better shape. Many of them, especially the 
youth, have joined sports clubs and gyms, which 
have mushroomed. But the cost of membership at 
gyms and sports clubs is highly overrated.  

Prices that increased after the pandemic and due 
to inflation were already high. The average charges 
at mid-level women’s gyms range are already seen 
as unaffordable, and it does not include specific 
classes and activities at the gyms. Some of these 
sports clubs requires members to pay extra charges 
to access some classes, whose per session charges 
are still considered expensive. 

A women’s gym, whose monthly membership 
charges are on the higher range told Kuwait Times 
that these prices match the services they provide, 
such as modern sports machines, experienced 
trainers, cleaning services, lockers and all other 

services members need. Regarding extra charges, 
the gym said they don’t add any extra charges, but 
have personal trainers whose per hour charge is 
considered expensive. So, the total charges per 
month with four personal training classes will be 
costly for an average person. The customer may 
probably need more than four sessions if she needs 
to lose weight, for example. Other women’s gyms 
said their monthly membership is more expensive if 
the customer pays monthly and does not take a 3-
month package at least. If the customer skips any 
day under any circumstance, she will lose that day 
from her balance. 

Mona Ahmad told Kuwait Times the gym has become 
an essential routine in her life, and she is not willing to 
stop frequenting it. However, the cost of the gym places 
financial pressure on her due to the high prices that are 
unacceptable. She hoped the authorities’ set laws that 
legislate the clubs’ prices and curb overpricing that has 
become illogical, especially at ladies’ gyms. 

Abeer Al-Abdullah said women’s gyms are not 
only overpriced, but also provide fewer services 

compared to men’s gyms, adding they are exploiting 
women because they don’t have other options, 
which will force them to pay higher prices. She 
claimed gyms work hand in glove to keep prices 
high. The gap between the prices of men’s and 
women’s gyms is very wide. The same mid-level 
gym that charges women with a high-rate costs 
lesser for men.

Price of staying fit high in Kuwait

Kuwait Olympic 
Committee 
celebrates 65 years   

 
KUWAIT: Since its establishment six decades ago, 
the Kuwait Olympic Committee (KOC) has played a 
key role in developing local sports and has offered 
its services to the Olympic movement in the coun-
try, in accordance with the principles of the 
Olympic charter. KOC, which is celebrating its 65th 
anniversary, was established on Sept 28, 1958 by 
four local unions. Since then, it has always remained 
keen to support Kuwaiti athletes and their ambition 
to take part in Olympic competitions. The organiza-
tion has also followed up on the latest international 
sports developments and has helped to organize 
pioneer programs and initiatives.  

The KOC was established after recommenda-
tions were made by local sports bodies, namely the 
football, volleyball and handball unions, as they 

found a need for an umbrella sports institution that 
monitored their affairs and activities especially dur-
ing Olympic tournaments. Its first board of directors 
was headed by Jassem Al-Qittami, and the team was 
involved in boosting and enhancing relations with 
international sports institutions and entities. The 
national committee, which joined the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) in 1966 and the Arab 
Federation for Sports in 1974, are founding mem-
bers of the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA), which 
was established upon Kuwait’s recommendation in 
1982 by its president at the time, the late Sheikh 
Fahad Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.  

Meanwhile, the KOC Chairman, Sheikh Fahad 
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, praised the 
roles of the KOC heads and members in developing 
the local sports scenario. He credited their efforts to 
Kuwait’s participation in international sports events 
and championships abroad. KOC is working to 
spread the values adopted in the Olympic games 
like competitive spirit, respect, determination, brav-
ery, unity, solidarity, equality, sustainability, as well 
as neglecting all forms of discrimination, he said. It 
also calls for peace and women’s participation in 

sports and sheds light on environmental issues, he 
added. KOC, which cooperates with governmental 
and non-governmental institutions, is keen on main-
taining good ties with such institutions to best serve 
Kuwaiti athletes, he added. 

Al-Sabah also said that KOC works to overcome 
obstacles for Kuwaiti athletes in their competitions 
and encourage the Olympic spirit, while it does not 
take part in any activity contradicting with the 
Olympic charter, which, he added, is considered as 
the basis of the Olympic games. He expressed his 
deepest thanks and gratitude to the country’s wise 
political leaders for their constant concern and care 
for the young generation, which was reflected in the 
many victories that the country gained over the 
years. He also hailed the roles of comprehensive and 
specialized local sports unions and clubs for training 
youngsters of various ages and offering support for 
them at all times. The first participation of the KOC 
in the international Olympic tournament was in 
Tokyo, Japan, in 1964 with only administrative mem-
bers. Actual participation of Kuwaiti athletes in an 
Olympic championship came later in the games held 
in Mexico City, four years later.  —KUNA

Khalid Al-Saleh wins 
award for voluntary 
service in Riyadh 

 
KUWAIT: Dr Khalid. A. Al-Saleh, Chairman of the 
Board of Kuwait Society for Smoking and Cancer 
Prevention (KSCP) and Chairman of Cancer 
Patients Fund was proud of the award the society 
received (the pioneer project in the voluntary field 
in Kuwait) at the GCC Social Affairs Ministers 
meeting in Riyadh. Dr Al-Saleh said that the fund’s 
support for patients began in 1994 in order to 
reduce the burden of cancer on patients and their 
families. He said that the number of cancer patients 
according to recent statistics is over 2,800 patients 
annually, half of whom are residents. Al-Saleh said 
the aid covers monthly payments for patients whose 
files are received from KCCC as well as payment for 
the cost of examinations and x-rays for poor 
patients. The fund also helps patients in advanced 
cancer stages to travel to their country and bear the 
cost of travelling and hands the patient money to 
help him while in his country. He said the fund 
organized awareness trips outside Kuwait to train 
people on early cancer detection, in addition to the 
treatment of cancer patients in other countries, as 
was proved successful in Yemen, Sudan and 
Mauritania. The fund also built Al-Israa project for 
tumors treatment in Nablus in Palestine. RIYADH: Dr Khalid A. Al-Saleh receives the award for voluntary service at the GCC Ministers Meeting.


