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ARBIL, Iraq: A bloodstained ambulance is pictured outside a hospital following strikes by Iran on the 
village of Altun Kupri in Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan region on Sept 28, 2022. — AFP  
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 opened around two years ago. “It’s not only the 

number of deaths but those wounded and their gravi-
ty,” he told AFP. 

Hundreds gathered for funerals in Jenin and its 
refugee camp later on Wednesday. At a mosque in the 
camp, hundreds mourned Abed Hazem, whose body 
was wrapped in a Palestinian flag, while young men 
kissed his forehead. Earlier this month, Zionist security 
forces destroyed the home of Hazem’s brother Raad, 
whose image is carried on posters in the camp glorify-
ing him as a “lion”. “We’re not afraid of anything,” said 
a young Palestinian man, who requested anonymity 
due to security concerns. “If (Zionists) want an escala-
tion, we are ready to face them,” he added. 

Since March, the Zionist entity has launched hun-
dreds of operations in the northern West Bank in pur-
suit of alleged militants, including in Jenin and nearby 
Nablus. The raids have sparked clashes that have killed 
dozens of Palestinians, including fighters. Palestinian-
American reporter Shireen Abu Akleh was shot dead in 
Jenin while covering a Zionist military raid in May. 

The Zionist entity has occupied the West Bank 
since the Six-Day War of 1967 but parts of the territo-
ry are nominally controlled by the Palestinian 

Authority, in accordance with terms set out in the 1994 
Oslo peace accords. Analysts have warned that the 
dramatic uptick in Zionist West Bank raids is further 
weakening the unpopular Palestinian Authority, with 
Palestinians increasingly condemning president 
Mahmoud Abbas’s administration for its security 
cooperation with the Zionist entity. 

Following the latest Jenin unrest, Abbas’ 
spokesman Nabil Abu Rudeina accused the Zionist 
entity of “tampering with security and stability 
through pursuing a policy of escalation,” in a state-
ment published by the official Palestinian news 
agency, Wafa. The European Union, in a tweet, said 
it was “alarmed by the spike in violence today in 
Jenin following the (Zionist) incursions”. — AFP  

Zionists kill 4 
in Jenin...
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ambassador to protest the deadly strikes, while 

the UN mission in Iraq deplored the attack, saying 
“rocket diplomacy is a reckless act with devastating 
consequences”. “These attacks need to cease 
immediately,” the UN mission said on Twitter. 

Other strikes Wednesday destroyed buildings 
around Zargewz, where several exiled leftwing 
Iranian Kurdish parties maintain offices. “The area 
where we are has been hit by 10 drone strikes,” Atta 
Nasser, an official from Komala, one exiled Iranian 
group, told AFP, blaming Iran for the strikes. “The 
headquarters of the Kurdistan Freedom Party has 
been hit by Iranian strikes,” Hussein Yazdan, an offi-
cial from the party, told AFP, about the site in the 
Sherawa region, south of Arbil. 

Another group, the Kurdish Democratic Party of 
Iran, said its bases and headquarters in Koysinjaq, 
east of Arbil, were struck by “missiles and drones”. 
“These cowardly attacks are occurring at a time 
when the terrorist regime of Iran is unable to crack 
down on ongoing protests inside and silence the 
Kurdish and Iranian peoples’ civil resistance,” it 
tweeted. 

Amini, 22, died in Tehran on Sept 16, three days 
after being arrested for allegedly violating Iran’s 
strict dress code for women that demands they 
were hijab headscarves and modest clothes. Her 
death sparked Iran’s biggest protests in almost 
three years and a crackdown that has killed at least 
76 people, according to the Oslo-based group Iran 
Human Rights, or “around 60”, according to Iran’s 
semi-official Fars news agency. 

Protests have rocked especially Kurdish commu-
nities in western Iran that share strong connections 
with Kurdish-inhabited areas of Iraq. Many Iranian 
Kurds cross the border into Iraq to find work, due to 
a biting economic crisis in Iran driven in large part 
by US sanctions. Iranian state television had said 
Sunday about earlier attacks that the “Revolutionary 
Guards targeted the headquarters of several sepa-
ratist terrorist groups in northern Iraq with missiles 
and precision-guided attack drones”. 

Two days later the Guards’ General Abbas 
Nilforoushan, deputy for operations, said “the 
establishment of a base by the enemies of the 
Islamic Revolution in this region is not acceptable,” 
Tasnim news agency reported. “For some time now, 
counter-revolutionary elements have been attacking 
and infiltrating Iran from the northwest of the coun-
try to sow insecurity and riots and spread unrest.” 
He added that several of “these anti-revolutionary 
elements were arrested during some riots in the 
northwest (of Iran), so we had to defend ourselves, 
react and bomb the surroundings of the border 
strip.” — AFP 

Iran strikes 
kill 9 in Iraqi...

Disappearing Bulgarians:  
Despair as young leave

‘The explanation is simple — no employment, no young people, no babies’
GABROVO, Bulgaria: Empty corridors and only eight 
babies in their cribs. The maternity ward in the city of 
Gabrovo tells you everything you need to know about 
the drastic drop in the birth rate in Bulgaria. “There are 
not many people of childbearing age left around here. 
The young left looking for jobs in the big cities or 
abroad,” paediatrician Bistra Kamburova, 68, told AFP. 

Gabrovo, huddled at the foot of the Balkan moun-
tains, is symbolic of the population decline in the 
European Union’s poorest member. Once known as the 
“Bulgarian Manchester” for 
its booming industry, the 
town has lost half its people 
since 1985. 

It is a familiar story across 
the country. Corruption, lack 
of prospects and a spiral of 
political crises that will see 
Bulgarians vote Sunday in 
their fourth general election 
in 18 months, have chased 
its disillusioned young peo-
ple away. 

Analysts predict the election will once again 
return a fragmented parliament with no party able to 
cobble together a strong coalition. Bulgaria has lost a 
tenth of its population in a decade, making it one of 
the world’s fastest shrinking nations. It now has 6.52 
million people compared to close to 9.0 million 
inhabitants in 1989. And a quarter of the population is 
aged 65 or over. 

 
‘It’s a desert’  

Gabrovo’s industries employed thousands of work-
ers during communism, before bankruptcies and pri-

vatisations laid the factories bare. Now it has become 
the region with the lowest birth rate and the highest 
number of almost uninhabited villages in the country. 

“I started working here in 1985. At that time the 
number of births was still quite high-around 1,000 
babies per year,” said Dr Kamburova, whose two 
grown-up sons are among those who have left 
Gabrovo. 

“But the factories were working, working, working,” 
she added. Last year only 263 babies were born in the 

Gabrovo region and looked 
after by the energetic pae-
diatrician, who works on 
long after her retirement 
age for “miserable pay”. 
“The explanation is simple-
no employment, no young 
people, no babies,” said 
midwife Mariana Varbanova. 

Many of those who 
remain are keen to leave. “In 
Gabrovo, you enjoy the 
peace and quiet and the 

fresh air, but it’s a desert where you only meet elderly 
people,” said Hristiana Krasteva, a 23-year-old speech 
therapist, who recently gave birth to a baby girl. 

Her husband, who works as a carpenter, is getting 
ready to leave for Britain in search of a better future 
for his family. 

 
‘Grandchildren for rent’  

In front of the first public school in Bulgaria, founded 
in Gabrovo in 1835, high school student Ivo Dimitrov 
also wants to leave for western Europe to get “quality 
education and new horizons. “It’s chaos here,” he said, 

denouncing the negligence of the political class. 
Despite aid from Brussels since Bulgaria joined the 

EU in 2007 to help development, transport and 
tourism projects, Gabrovo needs fewer and fewer 
workers. “It will take time to reverse the demographic 
trend,” analyst Adrian Nikolov from the Sofia-based 

Institute for Market Economy told AFP. 
Only 35 people live in the picturesque 17th-century 

village of Zaya some 25 kilometres from Gabrovo. 
Apart from the locals, pensioners from France, Britain, 
Belgium, Russia, Italy and other countries have settled 
here attracted by the cheaper cost of living. —AFP 

GABROVO, Bulgaria: A nurse taking care of a newborn boy in front of his mother in the maternity ward in the Gabrovo 
hospital. —AFP

Harsh conditions  
aggravate Gaza  
burn injuries 

 
GAZA: With bandages wrapped around his head and 
body, Attia al-Sawafiri was lying in the burns unit of a Gaza 
hospital, waiting for his first skin graft. The 50-year-old 
Palestinian has suffered chemical burn injuries not as a 
result of cross-border fighting, but while trying to unblock 
his drains-a common problem in the Gaza Strip, where 
many people live in cramped housing with dilapidated 
infrastructure. The harsh living conditions and unsafe ener-
gy supplies in the Palestinian enclave, blockaded by Zionist 
entity for 15 years, are contributing to the thousands of 
burn injuries requiring treatment each year. At Gaza City’s 
Shifa hospital, Sawafiri recalled how he tried to clear the 
drains at home with caustic soda and hot water. 

But “then the soda spread and burnt my head, my hands 
and my legs”. The plight of Gaza’s burns patients is com-
pounded by shortages of medical equipment and supplies 
such as artificial skin. A four-year-old boy who dropped a 
lighter on spilled fuel, setting it ablaze, was calling feebly 
for his mother as he was wheeled out of the operating the-
atre at Shifa. “We’ve performed a lot of surgeries on this 
boy,” said Dr Jamal al-Assar, a burns specialist at the hos-
pital, Gaza’s largest health centre.Medics, he said, had to 
clean the child’s wounds and apply skin grafts in multiple 
stages “because it’s not possible to do it all at once due to 
the lack of a skin bank”. 

Some cases appear linked to a sense of hopelessness felt 
by many in Gaza, which has been under an Zionist-led 
blockade since 2007 when Islamist group Hamas took pow-

er. The restrictions on Gaza’s 2.3 million people, which 
Zionist entity says are necessary to contain militant groups, 
have crippled the economy and limited the movement of 
people and goods. One of the hospital’s patients was a 20-
year-old man who survived a suicide attempt two months 
ago in which he had doused himself in fuel and set it on fire. 
He lay in bed with a pained expression while holding aloft 
his bandaged arms. Dr Medhat Saidam, another burns 
expert, said his department is seeing an increasing number 

of such suicide attempts, which are “linked to financial prob-
lems”. Many injuries are the result of Gaza’s precarious 
power supply, including utility workers hit by power surges 
and children who touch unsafe outlets and appliances, said 
Dr Assar. In the past, Gaza had suffered “a catastrophe from 
candles” used for lighting during power outages, with entire 
families being killed in fires, Saidam explained. But the elec-
tricity supply has become more stable and people rely less 
on unsafe generators and candles. — AFP 

Drastic drop  
in birth rate

GAZA CITY: Four-year-old Yasser Khila is comforted with a lollipop after a dressing was applied to his wounds from spiled 
hot stew, at a clinic run by the charity Doctors Without Borders (MSF) in Gaza City. —AFP

Cyber warfare 
rife in Ukraine 

 
PARIS: Hackings, network sabotage and other 
cyber warfare campaigns are being intensely 
deployed by both sides as Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine grinds on, though the covert operations have 
not proved decisive on the battlefield-at least so far. 

Western allies initially feared a tsunami of cyberat-
tacks against Ukraine’s military command and critical 
infrastructure, hindering its ability to resist the Russian 
forces pouring across its borders. As of mid-
September, the Cyber Peace Institute, an NGO based 
in Switzerland, counted nearly 450 attacks-roughly 12 
a week-carried out by 57 different entities on either 
side since the invasion was launched in February. 

Yet with European and US help, Kyiv has largely 
withstood the high-tech onslaught. “Large-scale 
cyberattacks have indeed occurred, but it’s generally 
agreed that they have clearly failed to produce the 
‘shock and awe’ effect some predicted,” according to 
Alexis Rapin, a researcher at the University of 
Quebec. 

Writing for the strategic studies site Le Rubicon, 
he said the most devastating attacks often take 
months or even years to plan and execute, “making it 
very difficult to synchronise them with a convention-
al military campaign.” Another factor may be the 
massive help Ukraine has had from its allies, including 
software and expertise to protect its systems as well 
as counterattacks that may be hampering Moscow’s 
cyber strategy. — AFP 
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two occasions, reflecting high instability in the 

country, which has a sovereign wealth fund worth 
some $700 billion. Since 2011, Kuwait changed 
three prime ministers, all senior members of the rul-
ing family, and five Cabinets were formed since Dec 
2019, in addition to many Cabinet reshuffles. As 

many as 305 candidates, including 22 women, are 
contesting the 50-seat parliament. They include 43 
members of the dissolved Assembly and another 33 
ex-MPs of previous assemblies.  

Kuwait, with a native population of nearly 1.5 million, 
has around 770,000 eligible voters, a 35 percent jump 
from the Dec 2020 elections, mainly due to a govern-
ment decision to allow residents of all new residential 
areas to vote. About 51.2 percent of the voters are 
women. Kuwait is divided into five electoral constituen-
cies, with each district electing 10 MPs for the 50-
member Assembly. Ballots open at 8.00 am and close 12 
hours later. Counting of votes is still manual in Kuwait, 
so results are expected in the early hours of Friday.

Kuwaitis vote in 
‘election of hope’...

JENIN: Palestinian protesters sit near burning tyres 
amid clashes with Zionist security forces in the city 
of Hebron in the occupied West Bank, on September 
28, 2022. — AFP


