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Models present creations for the Christian Dior Spring-Summer 2023 fashion show during the Paris Womenswear Fashion Week in Paris.— AFP photos

David Bowie’s 
handwritten 
‘Starman’  lyrics sell 
for over £200,000

David Bowie’s original handwritten
lyrics for the pop classic “Starman”,
part of an album that catapulted him

to international stardom, on Tuesday sold
at auction in Britain for £203,500.
Released as a single in 1972, the song
about a Starman who would “like to come
and meet us but he thinks he’d blow our
minds” featured on the Ziggy Stardust
concept album.

The handwritten lyrics sold for five
times as much as the £40,000 estimate.
The winning bidder was Olivier Varenne,
director of acquisitions and alliances and
collections at the Museum of Old and New
Art in Tasmania, on behalf of a private col-
lector. “We had almost unprecedented

interest from around the world for this his-
toric piece of memorabilia,” said Paul
Fairweather of Omega Auctions. “We’re
very pleased with the incredible price
achieved and are sure the lyrics will be
rightly prized and treasured by the winning
bidder.”

The lyrics were previously on display as
part of the V&A Museum’s David Bowie Is
collection. They had been owned by the
same person since the 1980s. The A4
page features handwritten amendments
and edits by Bowie, including corrected
spelling mistakes and additions.

The lyrics were sold as part of a David
Bowie and glam rock sale on Tuesday. In
2019, the first demo of Bowie singing
Starman sold for 51,000 pounds after
gathering dust in a loft for nearly five
decades. Bowie can be heard telling his
guitarist Mick Ronson, who died in 1993,
that he has not finished singing the song
when he tries to end the demo. The
singer, born David Jones, died aged 69 in
New York in 2016. — AFP

Italian designer Riccardo Tisci will step
down this week as creative director,
Burberry said Wednesday, announcing

his unexpected and sudden departure.
Tisci, who transformed and modernized
the British fashion house since his arrival
in 2018, is to be replaced by Briton Daniel
Lee, who was formerly at Bottega Veneta.

“Riccardo has decided to leave after
almost five years, during which he spear-
headed Burberry’s creative transforma-
tion,” it said in a statement. Under Tisci,
the group added that it had “modernized
and elevated its product offer, attracting a
younger, more diverse and fashion-for-
ward community of customers”. The
Italian’s Spring-Summer 2023 collection,
which was presented this week in London,
was his last for Burberry.

Lee, who will now oversee all Burberry
collections, will present his debut runway
collection at London Fashion Week in
February 2023. “Riccardo has played a
pivotal role in repositioning Burberry,” not-
ed chief executive Jonathan Akeroyd. “He
has enhanced our creative language,
modernized and elevated our product offer
and brought a new generation of luxury
customers to our brand.”

Tisci said he was “incredibly proud” of
his time at the fashion house. “Burberry is
a very special place with a magical past
and a very promising future,” he said. “The

chapter I was asked to write in its long sto-
ry is one that I am incredibly proud of. He
had strived to “continue a legacy of inno-
vation, and consistently championed for
creativity and diversity, in order to always
keep Burberry moving forward,” added
Tisci.

Uncertain economic context 
Lee, who was born in Bradford in north-

ern England, will take up his new role on

Monday at the group’s London headquar-
ters. He was creative director at Bottega
Veneta between 2018 and 2021, when he
helped reinvigorate the Italian brand. Lee
has also previously worked at Celine,
Maison Margiela, Balenciaga and Donna
Karan. “I am honored to join Burberry,” he
said Wednesday.

“Together with the team, we will write
the exciting next chapter for this legendary
British luxury brand, continuing its historic
heritage and building on Riccardo’s lega-
cy.” Lee added he was “very excited” to
return to London, adding that the British
capital “champions pioneering creativity
and that continues to inspire me”.

Tisci’s final act was to present
Burberry’s Spring-Summer 2023 collec-
tion at London Fashion Week on Monday.
It had been due to take place on
September 17 but was postponed due to
the death of Queen Elizabeth II. The
fashion house in May posted net profits of
£396 million ($422 million, 442 million
euros). That was up five percent com-
pared with its previous financial year end-
ing in late March 2021. However, it said
at the time that future performance
depended on the extent of economic
recovery in China, a key market that has
been hit by Covid lockdowns. — AFP

Daniel Lee

Women have spent centuries trying
to liberate themselves from heels
and corsets, but the latest Dior

collection at Paris Fashion Week on
Tuesday presented them as a sort of “iron-
ic power dressing”. An outspoken feminist,
Dior’s womenswear designer Maria
Grazia Chiuri said the corsets, crinolines
and other historical items, inspired by
16th-century French queen Catherine de
Medici, remained modern and functional
despite their appearance.

“The idea that amused me was that
there are elements in the clothes that cre-
ate a regal imagination,” Chiuri told AFP
ahead of the show. She presented the
spring-summer 2023 collection against the
backdrop of a grotto in the Jardin des
Tuileries on the second day of Paris
Fashion Week. With dancers twisting in
the background, the show sought to bring
a “baroque party” atmosphere, reflecting
the key inspiration of the collection.

Short in stature, Italian aristocrat
Catherine de Medici was a pioneer of plat-
form shoes to give her more height, and
used structured silhouettes to create a
more imposing presence when she arrived
at the court of France in the 1530s on her

way to becoming queen. The corsets in
Dior’s new collection were not hidden-
”They’re an object to play with and have
fun,” said Chiuri.

The basket-like dresses have a “func-
tional” dimension, she added, intended to
mimic the power dressing trend of the
1970s and 1980s. There was also plenty
of embroidery and lace, which Catherine
de Medici made sure were produced in
large quantities by French royal artisans.
Even the venue for Tuesday’s show was a
nod to the Italian aristocrat, who organized
parties in the Jardin des Tuileries.

As usual, the Dior show attracted a slew
of stars including K-Pop superstar Cha
Eun-woo, Australian model Elle
Macpherson and US actor-director Maggie
Gyllenhaal. Chiuri said she was well aware
that there was not a party mood in the
world right now, but said this was all the
more reason to take a playful tone with
fashion. “In this heavy historical moment,
fashion is the only place where we can still
play-that’s what I wanted to do at the
moment,” she said. “The situation is tragic,
we have to find motivation to work.”— AFP


